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PREFACE. 


Tms  volume  owes  its  origin  to  a  desire  very  generally 
expressed  that  the  letters  of  which  it  is  composed,  treating 
of  events  among  the  most  momentous  of  any  in  the 
memory  of  this  generation,  should  have  a  record  at  once 
more  permanent  and  more  convenient  than  the  files  of 
a  daily  joumal.  The  special  value  of  letters  from  camps 
and  battle-fields  consists  in  the  vividness  with  which 
they  reproduce  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  scenes  and 
transactions  in  the  midst  of  which  they  are  written.  In 
the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the  Daily  News  since 
the  beginning  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  the  public  has 
recognized  this  quality  as  present  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Their  authors,  in  assenting  to  the  issue  of  this  selection 
from  their  correspondence,  do  not  renounce  their  right 
severally  to  publish  the  entire  product  of  their  labours  in 
other  forms. 

The  duties  of  a  Newspaper  Correspondent  with  an 
army  are  performed  day  by  day  in  the  face  of  difficulties 
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and  dangers  only  inferior  to  those  of  the  enrolled  com- 
batant. They  are,  howeyer,  discharged  with  a  cheerful 
patience,  which  is  sustained  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
British  public — the  most  exacting  in  Europe  in  its  demand 
for  intelligence — ^honours  those  whose  zeal  and  enterprise 
secures  to  it  information  earlier,  fuller,  and  often  more 
worthy  of  credit,  than  that  which  the  courts  and  cabinets 
of  Europe  can  command. 


CHRONOLOGY    OF    THE    WAR. 


JULY  14— DBCEMBBR  4,  1870. 


Jtayl4. 

The  French  Gbremment  call  oat  the  army  reserves. 

July  15. 

M.  Ollivier  announces  in  the  Legislative  Body  that  France  has 
resolved  to  make  war  npon  Fmssia.  Great  excitement  in  Paris,  and 
crowds  throng  the  Boulevards,  singing  the  Marseillaise,  and  shouting 
Vive  la  Outrrt,  The  King  of  Prussia  arrives  at  Berlin  from  Ems, 
and  is  received  by  upwards  of  100,000  persons,  who  cheer  him,  and 
sing  the  National  Anthem. 

July  16. 

The  Emperor  receives  the  members  of  the  Senate  at  St.  Cloud,  and 
M.  Rouher,  in  an  address,  says,  "Your  Majesty  has  occupied  the 
last  four  years  in  perfecting  the  armament  and  the  organization  of  the 
army.'*  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Sovereigns  of  South  Germany 
order  the  mobilization  of  their  armies. 

JtOy  18. 

The  Legislative  Body  grants  war  credits  of  515,000,000  francs. 

JtOy  21. 

The  North  German  Parliament  votes  supplies.  The  first  shot  of 
the  war  is  fired  in  a  skirmish  near  Saarbruck. 

July  22. 

The  Prussians  blow  up  the  abutment,  on  the  Baden  shore,  of  the 
bridge  at  Kehl. 

July  23. 

A  French  envoy  notifies  to  the  Prussian  Government  a  declaration 
of  hostilities.  The  Emperor  issues  a  proclamation,  throwing  the 
whole  responflibility  of  the  war  upon  Pruada. 
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July  24. 

Slight  skinDiBlica  at  Oemnilor   &nct    ai»r  Roarlnuis.      Frasnnn 
Linccrs  blow  up  tlie  Watlurt  of  the  Frencli  railwij  helwetn  Harrp- 
gnemineB  &nd  Hi^enaa.     Admiral  Boiiet-Willauine:  boists  his  Hag 
at  Cherboarg,  and  the  Bmpreaa  viaitB  tb«  fleet. 
July  28. 

The  Emperor  Igstgi  St.  Cloud  for  the  sent  of  wir,  and  st  T  r.u. 
enters  Mcti.  Fourteen  Prenoh  riiivs  are  prwlaimed  in  a  tUte  of 
"ioge.     Thfl  Prench  fleet  is  sesn  off  Copenhagen. 

July  30. 

The   6nt  detncbment  of  tho  French  Aroij  of  Home   arrives  al 
Marseilles. 
July  31. 

The  King  of  Pmsda  ismea  ■   short  addren   "To  my  People," 
amnenles    all    policiral    offencu    in    consideniCion    of  tiie  genuTal 
uprising,  and  departs  for  the  scat  ol  war. 
Ang.  2. 

The  Prenoh  attack  and  can^  the  heights  cammaadiDg  Sanrlituck,  in 
presence  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Prince  Imyerial.  Tho  FrcnoJr 
mitraillenw  is  used  in  tliiii  engagement  for  the  Gnt  time.  The 
Q^dal  Joamal  deal&rBn  that  the  war  has  been  nndcrtaken  from  a 
damn  to  free  the  Soath  Oeimon  States  and  Denmark  from  the  per- 
HeDuUoiii  of  Fmsua. 

ins.  4. 

A  Council  of  War  ishcldatMeU,  attended  bj  Uanfaals  MaoMaebon 
and  Bazaine,  at  nbich  a  plan  of  operations  is  agreed  upon.  On 
the  same  day,  the  Crown  Prin--  of  rruasia  falls  upon  a  portion  of 
MacMahou'a  Arm;  Corps  at  Wcissenburg,  and  all  bot  dostroya  it. 
Qeueral  Aliel  Donay  is  killed  sad  SOO  prisDuers  are  taken. 

Aug.  6. 

The  Croim  Prince  attacki  MacMahon  on  the  bitli  above  WUrth,  and 
totally  defeats  him,  with  the  loss  of  6,000  men,  thirty  pieces  of 
artillery,  slit  mitrailleusea,  and  two  eagles.  At  the  same  time,  Qennal 
PnManrd'i  Army  Coqw,  which  holds  the  heights  above  Saarbmck, 
la  attacked  and  driven  back  in  confusion  and  with  lots  upon  Mets. 
In  Paris,  a  false  report  of  a  grand  lictoiy  of  MaoMahon,  who  was 
aaid  to  havn  captured  the  Crown  Prinoo  of  Pnusia  and  his  army, 
cauKa  unbounded  entbiiaiastic  exeitement.  Suddenly  it  Ufonnd  that 
the  report  is  fain,  and  the  reactioa  ia  terrible. 

Ang.  7. 

A  telegram  from  the  Emperor  Napoleon  onnoanoes  tho  dlgastm  of 
the  preHoua  day,  and  adds.  "All  may  ypt  l«  well. "  The  Empress 
oonyokes  the  Chambers;  the  people  demand  arms  ;  the  department 
of  the  Seine  is  dechireil  in  a  slate  of  siege,  and  a  permanent  Council 
of  the  MinLttry  is  eetaUiahed  »t  the  Tuileriea. 
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Ang. 


The  Iiaperial  Ghuini,  sail  Baaune's,    LaJrainiBl 
•XTpi,  vith  i  poiiJDU  of  Canrotwrt's  corpE,  uoDirent 
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Aug.  9. 

Tbe  dutmbMn  meet,  nnd  the  OUiTierMinutrjredgni.  Stiaibarg 
is  paitikl);  inTestcd. 

Aug.  10. 

^0  Frenoh  Annj  conoentratea  at  Mfti.  Connt  l^ikso  fnrma  h 
new  AdminiitntioD. 

Aug.  IL 

The  King  a(  PmHU  addnam  k  ProolamatioB  to  tin  Frencfa  people 
muning  them  not  to  mingle  iu  bastilities,  and  promises  proteetiim 
to  peaceable  eilueaB. 

Aug.  11. 

The  Prnirisiu  attack  the  French,  Lite  in  the  afteruDOn,  near  Fange 
and  Conrcellis  ;  the  light  i«  arrested  bj  darknesa  under  the  walls  of 
lleti :  both  sides  clsini  t!ie  rictorj.  Tbti  Em)Kiror  tnueB  a  rnrvueU 
•ddren  st  Ueti,  nod  leares  the  fortress.  Nauc;  ia  oocapied  bj 
Fniamau  cayiirj. 

me.  IS. 

Baauue  baring  been  appointed  Commandar-iD-Cliief,  a  niOT«inent  of 
retmt  begiiu  from  HeU  to  Terdon,  and  is  emhanaoad  bj  Fmuans 
near  Gravelotte. 

Aug.  16. 

The  march  Is  renmed,  and  the  van  ot  Prinee  Frederick  Charles's 
■nof,  30,000  strong,  attaoka  Baiaine's  whole  unnj  at  MtuB-lB.Tonr, 
Ulder  the  appieheDiuon  that  it  is  the  renr-gunnl,  A  sanguiuarj' 
eondiet  is  aaitained  b;  the  Prussiana  agninst  siiperiDr  nainbers  fot 
•eien  bnuT*,  until  the  Hanoverian  Corp*  and  BOme  Rhenish  reghnunla 
torn  the  tide  of  battle,  and  the  Franch  are  driven  bock. 

Aug.  17. 

Oeneral  Trocha  is  appointed  Coinmaader- In- Chief  ot  all  the  forces 
in  Paris. 

Ang.  IS. 

The  attempt  to  cat  eS  BazBiae's  retreat  is  rvaomeil,  and  the 
btiwd;  battle  ot  Gravelotte  is  Fought,  lusting  all  dnf,  and  resultiiig 
in  the  retiring  of  Baiaine  intiO  the  entrenched  ciunp  ol  Meti. 

Aug.  20. 

The  Camp  of  CLjIIddb  is  broken  up  and  the  tents  are  burned. 
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Ang.  22. 

MaoM«hon   le»Te«  for   Kethel.      Tha    Crown   Prinoe    of    Saiony 
SHDmee  tbe  commftnd  of  80,  t>00  tioopa  to  opeiate  in  Uui  Ardennes. 
Ang.  25.  ' 

MacMahon  lesTra  Bethel,  directing  hi*  snn;  upon  Montm^d;  liy 
Mexi^ras  and  Vonzieis. 
Ang.  2S. 

Buaine  mftkeB  sq  attempt  to  lirciLk  oat  of  Heti  ou  the  Court^olles 
TDad,  but  i>  repulsed. 
Aug.  29. 

MncMalion  eaCHmpB  with  100,000  men  st  Viiu\,  betneen  Motizon 
and  Carignan,  and  De  Fulij  betweeu  Beiminont  aod  Slonno. 
Aug.  30. 

De  Faill;,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mouse,  and  tIavMahoa  on  thtt 
Tight,  are  attacked,  and  lose  7,000  priaonera,  with  twenty  guns  and 
camp  Hiinipoge.     Tiie  Bmperor  narrow);  cBcapes  to  Sedan, 

Ane.  31. 

A  desultory  engngemeut  between  the  plun  of  Douiy  and  Biueilles. 
The  Frenob  [all  hack  on  Sedan.  Baiaine  makes  a  etrenuouB  and 
sBstained  atltmpt  to  break  out  towards  Thionville. 

Sept.  1. 

A  great  and  deoiiive  aetiou  fought  before  and  around  Sedan. 
Thousandi  of  French  easape  to  ttie  Uolgiui  frontier.  20,0U0  French 
prisoneis  kro  nude. 

Sept  2. 

Marahol  MaeMafaon  having  been  wounded,  and  tranifened  bis 
Dommand  to  Qenenl  WimpfTen,  the  Intter  ligna  a  capitulation,  enrreii- 
dering  the  whole  arm; — SO.OOO  nuin — prifionersnf  war.  AniniU]enBe 
quantit;  of  military  atoree,  oannonB,  including  mi  tTnilleuBus,  and  hnrwa, 
IbU  into  the  Tidnia' hands.  The  Emperor  Bends  hie  sword  to  the  King 
of  Piuioa,  who  appolnta  hiui  t,  residence  aa  a  prisoner  of  war. 
Sept.  4. 

The  adrance  guard  of  the  Qennan  arm;  at  Sedan  sets  out  for 
Paris.  At  Paris,  the  Prencb  Eniperor  is  declared  to  haTe  forfeited 
the  rights  conferred  h;  the  Oooatituliou,  and  a  new  Grovemmont  of 
Kational  Defence  is  formed. 

Sept.  5. 

The  King  of  Prusua  enters  Rlieims. 

Sept.  10. 

Oeueral  Hame,  commanding  at  hum,  aurrendera  the  citadel  in 
order  to  sate  tbe  town.  After  the  Prussiaoa  have  enured,  an 
eiplDsiim  takes  ptaeo,  in  wLich  fiftj  PrussiaiiB  and  300  Qardes 
Mobiles  are  kill«l.  Qeueml  Hame  is  pUeed  under  arreat  (bat 
aubse<iueultj  declared  innocent)  by  the  FruEsiani. 
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Sept.  18. 

The  Ogthuud  *amTe  in  fane  before  Btria.  QenenI  DocratMi- 
giges  a  B&vuiau  oorps  on  the  bdghta  of  Cb&tiUon,  and  is  defeated. 

Septao. 

The  last  Tsgnlar  nuul  goea  out  of  Fans- 
Sept  21. 

The  inTeatment  of  Fario  a  completed.  A  Qennan  fon^  ippean  at 
tfemoora  anil  Fithivien. 

Sept  23. 

Toul  capitulates. 
Sept  27. 

The  garriBOD  anJ  fortreHg  at  Straabarg  are  enneEilored,  IT, 000 
mea  Uying  (lawn  Uieic  orma. 

Sept  30. 

k  mrtie  from  Pniu,  towaiJa  CheriUj  and  L'Ubj. 
OctS. 

The  head-qnarteia  of  the  King  of  Frasaia  are  remoTed  to  Veravllag. 

Oct  7. 

Mushal  Baraioe  makes  a  great  sortie  fTomMets,  and,  after  fighting 
tax  Gto  hoaia,  ia  mpolaed  with  a  lata  of  2,SU0  men. 

Oct  10. 

Genera)  Bejan,  commanding  a  diiiaion  of  the  Preneh  Aimj  of  the 
Lcnre,  is  defeated  at  Attciuiy  by  Qeneral  Ton  det  Tann,  and  lowe 
2,000  prilonen. 

Octll. 

The  Qennaoa  occnpjr  Orleans. 
Oct  16, 

Soisuns  «B[ntDlateE. 
Oct.  24. 

Sdwleatadt  opitolatea. 
Oct  87. 

The  anaj  of  Mnnhal  Baznine  and  the  (ortreM  of  Meta  caidtolate. 
173,000  prisoner,  ini^lnding  three  marahals  and  nit;-sii  geoenK 
mrender,  and  3,000  cannon  are  tak<m. 


Hs>.  8. 

Tetdnn  capitohitcs. 
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Nov.  9. 

Genptnl  Ton  Jsr  Tann  Is  dtravted  st  Coolmisrs  and  Bnccon  liy 
noBcnil  d'Ancclle  de  PuLuline,  anil  Orteniiin  la  re-<)ccu|iicd  hy 
tho  Frencb. 

Nov.  10, 

Kcu  Breisacli  capilnlales. 
Nov.  17. 

Tfae  Qcanil  Dako  of  MeokleDliure,  with  the  right  wing  of  the 
Fr[iEsiai]  cac«riiig  urmy  south,  of  Paris,  uaumes  this  ofTitUjivc,  drirca 
tho  French  out  of  Dreui,  oiid  Bdrancisi  lovu'da  lie  MiLiia. 

Vol.  19. 

A  band  of  EBO  men,  nacler  Sicciotti  Qarihildi,  aurprises  a.  de- 
detfuJiDUiiit  of  800  FnmiaDa  at  ChfktillDn-aor-SeiDs,  and  make  160 
priaoncra. 

Nov.  22. 

Twenty  thoustmd  FraniniiB  oodap;  BdUfime,  in  the  department 
of  Omo. 

Nov.  24. 

ThiouTtlle  capitulates. 
Nov.  26. 

Hie  QaribaldiiiDi,  under  the  lenderaliip  ot  their  (?en«ral,  iltMk 
the  FrDwiiuiB  near  Dijon,  and  are  repnlsed,  the  Moliiles  being 
■eirod  with  p«aie,  and  iJiroiriag  tkc  whole  corps  iuto  confusiaa. 

Nov.  27. 

Thf  French  Army  ot  the  North  dftfaleJ  at  Buehj,  near  Amiens. 
La  F6re  capitulates. 

Nov.  28. 

Qeneml  MantenSol  enlen  Amieu.  Sensnl  d'Aurella  atta^kH  the 
eaiit  wing  of  the  fniBiiian  Atm;  of  the  Loire  at  Beaane-le-Rolaiul : 
each  aide  olaiioatiie  Ticlor;. 

Nov.  29. 

A  \iBaij  lire  tiom  all  tie  foitaof  Fariiia  followed  hy  a  sortie  under 
Vinuy  in  the  direction  of  L'Hliy,  due  eoath  of  Paris,  whleh  ii 
repulaed. 

Nov.  30. 

Generals  Trochn  nnd  Dacrot,  with  [>0,000  men,  make  a  eortie 
aghast  the  W&rtoDilierg  and  Saiou  poaitiQnK.  aouth-euat  of  Paris,  and 
occupy  Champipij,  Brie,  and  VillJera  ;  a  lean  important  al 
made  at  the  same  time  Dorth  -eact  of  Paris. 
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Decl. 

Q«nenl  Chanzy,  with  tbs  ISth  Gorpa  of  the  Anoy  of  Ibe  Loire, 
attacks  Ceneral  van  der  Tana  Dear  Fata;,  and  def^ts  him,  in  an 
engagement  lasting  dx  honn. 

Dec.  2. 

The  WQrtembergera  and  Paioas  before  Paris  retake  the  poationt 

lost  tvo  dajB  before.  Another  sortie  from  pAria  followa  ;  the  poaitiona 
■i«  found  Dntenable  hj  the  Qermans.  The  Duka  of  HecUenbaTg 
defeats  the  left  wing  of  the  French  Ann;  of  the  Loire,  vbich  had  beeo 
TictorioDB  the  da;  before,  and  inflicts  very  heary  tou  upoD  it.  Prince 
Frederick  Charles,  b;  manofuiring.  sepntateE  the  centre  and  right 
of  the  French  Armj  of  the  Loire,  and  drives  the  farmer  on  the  rosd 

Sec.  4. 

The  Qerznan  srm;,  ooncentruted,  puahes  the  Piench,  under  Seoerel 
d'Aarelle,  back  upon  Orleans,  and  deioiinds  the  eracnation  of  that 
citj.  Oeneral  Ducrot  vilbdrawe  his  entire  armjr  from  the  east  of  the 
Itarne,  and  an-onnces  that  a  new  sortie  will  be  attempted,  under 
more  faToanibie  drcnmstancee. 
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K  the  5th  of  Jul;,  1S70,  aa  Eoglisbmaii  might  bare  retd 
'  Iw  newspaper,  traoaacted  business  ia  the  City,  TJaited  his 
club  or  the  House  of  Commons,  and  returned  to  hia  family, 
wrjtliout  having  once  being  asked  what  he  thought  of  the 
stability  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  It  was  on  that  da/ 
that  Earl  Qraaville  took  possessioQ  of  the  Foreiga  Office, 
and  in  so  doing  was  told  by  the  able  permanent  head  of 
that  department  that  "  in  all  hb  eiperienee  he  had  never 
known  so  great  a  lull  in  foreign  affairs."  Four-and -twenty 
hours  allerwarda  the  meri^haut  was  reviewing  his  liabilities, 
the  banker  hia  reserves,  the  capitalist  his  commitmenta; 
for  there  were  gigna  that  a  atorm  was  at  hand.  The 
Genemla  who  controlled  the  destinies  of  Spain  had  made 
an  :^eemeQt  under  which  Prince  Leopold  of  Uohenzollem- 
Sigmaringen,  n  kinaman  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  but  in  one 
of  the  lignea  non-iiynanlei  of  hia  house,  should  be  presented 
to  the  Cortes  aa  iheir  candidate  for  the  vacant  Spanish 
throne,  and  the  public  was  quiet  to  perceive  that  such 
t  project  would  certainly  excite  the   Busceptibilities  of 
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France,  which,  eince  Sailovra,  had  been  keen  to  apprehend 

and  Bwift  to  resent  any  movementa  tending  to  increaBe  the 
Earopean  influence  of  tlie  Prussian  State.  At  Paris,  the 
news  caused  a  violent  outbreak  of  political  feeliiij;,  and 
even  the  most  moderate  and  enlightened  of  the  French 
journals  appealed  to  the  national  sentiment  in  the  language 
of  pasaioo.  The  Temps  exclaimed  that  the  monarchy  of 
Cbarlea  V.  was  being  revived,  and  the  Sihats  refused  to 
believe  that  a  scheme  so  monatroua  was  possible.  When 
it  was  announced  at  Madtid  that  Prince  Leopold  gave 
his  consent,  and  that  the  Cortes  would  be  invited  to  elect 
him  Kins,  the  French  Government  at  once  declared,  in 
the  Legislature,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Due  de  Gramont, 
that  the  scheme  "  imperilled  the  interests  and  honour  of 
France."  The  French  new&papers  ostentatiously  announced 
that  they  were  no  longer  able  to  publish  aunouncemculs 
relating  to  the  movements  of  troops,  M,  Benedetti,  the 
French  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Berlin,  went  to  seek  the 
King  of  Prussia  at  Ems.  The  influence  of  England  waa 
at  once  exerted  both  at  Paris  and  at  Berlin,  to  avert  the 
threatening  danger,  and  on  the  8th  of  July  Lord  Lyons 
received  from  the  Due  de  Gramont  the  assurance  that  the 
voluntary  renunciation  of  his  candidature  by  Prince  Leopold 
would  be  "a  most  fortunate  solution"  of  the  difficulty. 

On  the  10th,  the  Due  de  Gramont  changed  his  language, 
and  said  that  the  King  of  Prussia  having  given  his  consent — 
tliat  of  the  head  of  the  faaiily— to  the  Prince's  candidature, 
"the  affair  had  become  beyond  all  controversy  one  between 
France  and  the  King,"  On  the  12th,  Prince  Leopold  noti- 
fied to  the  French  Government  that  he  had  renounced  his 
candidature,  and  Lord  Lyons  thereupon  pointed  out  to 
the  Due  de  Gramont  that  all  cause  of  war  waa  now  removed. 
The  French  Minister  replied  that  France  waa  very  much 
excited,  and  that  the  Government  could  not  go  down  to  the 
Chamber  without  announcing  that  it  had  received  "  sonic 
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nttisfitctioti "  from  tbe  King  of  Prussia.     To  tbe  FniBsian 

Minister  at  Pitris,  it  was  iatimated  tlint  the  King  might  im- 
mediately put  an  end  to  the  crisis  if  he  would  write  a  letter 
of  apology  to  tlie  Emperor.  To  Lord  Lyons  it  was  stated, 
that  if  the  King  would  lay  Lis  royal  command  upon  the 
Prince  Leopold  not  to  resume  liis  candidature  for  any- 
future  time,  pence  might  be  preserved.  On  tbe  other  hand. 
Count  Eiamarek  was  explaining  to  tbe  Britjab  Minister  at 
Berlin,  that  France  owed  a  reparation  to  the  wouuded 
feelings  of  G^erraany,  and  that  its  Government  must  gire 
some  guarantee  against  tbe  repetition  of  these  attacks  on 
her  tranquillity,  if  confidence  was  to  be  restored.  Prince 
Leopold  had  renounced  his  candidature,  and  this  was  the 
time  for  tbe  French  Government  to  do  justice  to  Germany, 
by  pubh'cly  acknowledging  the  moderate  and  peaceful  bear- 
ing of  the  King  and  Government  of  Prussia  throughout 
these  transactions.  While  these  contradictory  views  were 
being  asserted  at  Paris  and  Berlin,  M.  Benedetti  was  pre- 
paring, more  or  less  consciously,  at  Ems  tbe  occoaion  of  a 
decisive  rapture  between  the  two  Powers.  On  the  morning 
of  July  13tb,  the  King  of  Prussia,  walking  on  tbe  Fountaia 
Promenade  at  Ems,  saw  the  Freneh  Ambassador,  and  gave 
him  an  eitra  number  of  the  Cologne  Gazette,  containing  an 
announcement  that  Prince  Leopold  had  renounced  his 
candidature.  M.  Benedetti  observed  that  he  was  already 
aware  of  the  fact,  and  on  the  King  proceeding  to  speak  of 
the  matter  as  at  length  settleij,  the  French  Mmister 
made  the  unexpected  request  that  his  Majesty  should  give  a 
distinct  assurance  that  he  would  never  again  give  his  consent 
to  that  candidature,  should  it  be  revived.  This  tbe  King 
firmly  declined  to  do.  although  M.  Benedetti  again  and  agaia 
urged  his  proposal.  Some  hours  afterwards,  the  French 
Minister  sought  a  further  audience,  stating  that  he  wished 
to  recur  to  the  subject  spoken  of  in  the  morning.  The 
King   refused  a  fresh   audience  on  the  ground   that  he 
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could  return  no  other  answer  than  the  one  already  given, 
and  intimated  that  bH  further  negotiations  must  pro- 
ceed regularly  through  tlie  Ministers.  On  the  14th  of 
Jul;  last  M.  Benedetti  left  Erne,  after  aa  informal  but 
amicable  leave-taking  of  tlie  King,  On  the  same  evening, 
the  Berlin  journals  publiaLed  a  short  communicated  para- 
graph, announcing  that  after  the  renunciation  of  Prince  Leo- 
pold had  been  officially  communicated  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, the  French  Ambassador,  at  Ems,  hod  further  de- 
manded certain  engagements  of  the  King,  and  that  "  Hia 
Majesty  thereon  declined  to  receive  the  French  Ambassador 
again,  and  had  told  him,  by  the  ndjatant  in  attendance,  that 
Hia  Majesty  bad  nothing  further  to  communicate  to  the 
Ambassador."  It  was  this  i.-om  muni  cation  that  the  French 
Government  put  forward  as  the  determining  cause  of  the 
war.  On  the  15th  of  July,  the  Due  de  Gramont  told  Lord 
Lyons  that  "  the  Prussian  Government  had  deliberately 
insulted  France,  by  declaring  to  the  public  that  the  King  bad 
affronted  the  French  Ambassador.  It  was  evidently  the 
intention  of  the  Government  of  Prussia  to  take  credit  with 
the  people  of  Germany  for  having  acted  with  liauglitiness 
and  discourtesy— in  fact,  to  humiliate  France."  On  the 
same  day,  M.  Ollivier  read  in  the  Corps  Legislatif  a  com- 
munication, which  was  received  by  that  body,  and  through- 
out Europe,  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war.  After 
describing  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  and  adopting  the 
final  demands  of  M,  Benedetti  upon  the  King  of  Prussia,  M< 
Ollivier  said  that,  "  under  theae  circumatanecs,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  forgotten  its  dignity,  and  also  its  prudence, 
bad  it  not  made  preparations.  We  have,"  said  the  Minister, 
"  prepared  to  maintain  the  war  which  is  offered  to  iis,  leav- 
ing to  each  that  portion  of  the  responsibility  which  devolves 
upon  him.  Since  yesterday  we  have  called  out  the  reserves, 
and  we  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  guard  the  in- 
terest, and  the  security,  and  the  honour  of  France,"    This 
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declaration  was  received  with  enthusiastic  and  prolonged 
applause.  The  Conttilutionnel  publislied  ao  article  conclud- 
ing with  exclamationa — "  Prusaiii  insults  ua,  let  uscroas  the 
Ehine.  The  soldiere  of  Jena  are  ready !"  The  Boulevards 
'were  thronged  with  Btudents  and  others,  marching  in  pro- 
ceBsioti,aDd crying, "Abasia  Pruaae!" — "X  baa  Biemarckl" 
— "  Vive  la  guerre  !"  and  "  A  Berlin  !" 

Id  Berlin,  the  patriotic  feeling  of  the  people  waB  as  deeply 
excited,  and  as  freely  eipreBsed.  Lnte  io  the  evening  of  the 
I5t!i,  the  King  arrived  in  the  capita!, and  waa  received  with 
indeacribable  enthusiasm.  Upwards  of  1CX),000  persons 
were  assembled  from  the  Bailway  Station  at  the  Branden- 
burg Gate  to  the  Palace,  cheering  and  singing  the  national 
antbem.  The  promenade  Unter  deu  Linden  was  illumin- 
ated, and  decorated  with  the  North  German  and  Prussian 
flags.  King  "William  came  forward  repeatedly  to  the  win- 
dows of  the  Palace,  saluting  aud  thanking  the  crowd. 
Addresses  were  also  received  by  I  lie  King  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Bremen  and  Stettin,  expressing  readiness  to  make 
the  utmost  sacrifices  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
promising  approval  to  the  moat  energetic  steps  that  might 
be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  national  honour ;  and 
throughont  the  country,  similar  manifestations  were  com- 
mon. 

From  this  time,  although  the  formal  declaration  of  war 
was  delayed  for  a  few  days,  each  Government  was  committed 
to  the  Btruggle,and  began  its  military  preparations  in  earnest. 
In  France  it  was  believed — except  by  a  few  persons  who 
had  the  reputation  of  believing  nothing  that  waa  credit- 
able to  the  Empire — that  the  preparations  of  the  French 
army  for  war  were  as  complete  as  its  military  superiority  to 
every  army  of  Europe  was  notorious.  Questions,  how- 
ever, were  asked  on  the  subject,  and  Marshal  Lebcpuf,  tha 
French  Minister  of  War,  declared  before  a  committee  of 
Ltbe  Corps  Wgislatif, that  the  army  waa  "ready— aye,  thrice 
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ready — for  war;"  nnd  that  uo  further  grant  of  time  waa 
required  to  perfect  ita  efficiency.  The  reserves  were  called 
out,  and  absenteeB  wero  Bummoced  to  rejoin  tlieir  corps. 
Day  after  day  regiments  puBsed  through  Paris  on  their  way 
to  the  Ehine,  receiving  on  their  progress  the  most  gratifying 
marks  of  popular  Bympathj.  The  conipoBitioa  of  a  vast 
French  army  was  at  once  ajinounced  to  the  world.  Seven 
Army  Corps,  under  uiarshals  and  penerala  who  had  main- 
tained and  increased  the  renowu  of  France  at  Mngcnta  and 
Solfenno,  at  Eome,  in  Mexico,  and  in  Algeria,  were  sta- 
tioned on  a  line  eiteuding  from  Tbionville  on  the  Moaelle 
to  Belfort,  which,  in  the  Gap  of  that  name,  guards  the 
approaches  to  Central  France  against  any  attacks  proceed- 
ing' from  Germany.  Tlie  Fourth  Corps,  under  General  Lad- 
mirault,  was  near  Thionville;  the  Second,  under  General 
Froasard,  was  near  St.  Avoid  ;  the  Fifth,  under  General  de 
Faiily,  was  at  Bitsche ;  and  the  First,  under  Marshal 
MacMalion,  was  in  and  around  Strashurg.  The  Seventh 
Corps,  under  General  Felii  Douay.waa  at  Belfort.  Beliind 
Ladmirault,  and  near  Metz,  was  Marshal  Bazaine,  with  his 
Third  Corps  ;  the  Siith  Corps,  under  Miirshal  Cnnrobert, 
WHS  at  Chdlons ;  and  the  Imperial  Guard,  under  General 
Bourbaki,  was  on  its  way  from  Paris  to  act  as  a  reserve. 
Various  estimates  of  the  strength  of  these  corps  were 
circulated.  It  was  commoa,  towards  the  end  of  July,  to 
assume  in  discussion  that  from  300,000  to  400,000  men 
Btood  under  the  Imperial  eagles,  waiting  Ibr  the  order  to 
advance  against  the  enemy.  The  journal  at  that  time 
commanding  the  largest  circulation  in  Paris  declared  that 
"  France  had  never  before  brought  bo  fine  an  army  into  the 
field  in  so  short  atime.''  Confidence  waa  greatly  increased 
by  the  information  given  as  to  the  superior  arms  with  which 
the  French  troops  took  the  field.  The  infantry  were  armed 
with  the  Cbassepdt,  believed  to  be  the  queen  of  rifles; 
and  forty-two  batteriea  of  mitrailleuseB — a  new  and  mur- 
derous weapon — hod  been  despatched  to  Metz. 
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The  leading  Eoglish  aewapapers,  flppreheodiiig  tbe  lu»- 
torical  importance  of  thia  war,  made  prsparatiooB  for  ob- 
taining iDformatioD  on  a  scale  which  bad  never  been  sur- 
paased  in  the  history  of  the  Europeau  newspaper  presa, 
and  gentlemen  of  military  aa  well  as  literary  eiperience 
offered  themselves,  to  follosv  and  record  the  movements  and 
operations  of  the  hostile  armies.  But  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  slow  to  authorize  the  presencs  of  neutral 
observers  within  the  lines  of  its  armies,  and  in  the  end 
that  aulhorkation  waa  distinctly  refused.  The  interview 
of  a  special  correspondent  with  M.  Emile  Oliivier,  described 
in  the  Dail^  Neina  of  July  20th,  not  only  bLows  the 
nature  of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  English 
observers,  but  is  interesting  as  disclosing  the  feeling  of 
the  French  Government  towards  fjiglaud  at  the  commenco 
ment  of  the  war  :— 

I  have  been  twice  to-day  to  the  hotel  at  the  Minister  of 
War,  to  ask  for  a  safe  conduct  which  would  allow  of  my 
passing  freely  through  the  camps.  In  both  cases  I  waa 
informed  with  distressing  politeness  that  the  subject  of 
correspondents  was  one  to  which  the  Minister  of  War 
bad  not  yet  devoted  hia  attention,  but  that  I  might,  if  I 
chose  and  cou!d  get  there,  repair  to  the  command  of  any 
one  of  the  generals.  Once  there,  everything  would  rest 
with  tLem.  It  was  considerately  added,  that  there  was 
a  possibility  of  generals  disliking  correspondents,  and  of 
either  uresting  them  or  sending  them  back  to  Paris. 
Having  an  introduction  to  M.  Emile  OUivier,  I  managed 
to  obtain  access  to  a  secretary,  who  kindly  informed  me 
that  M.  Oliivier  waa  then  at  St.  Cloud,  and  would  be  at 
tbe  Legislature  at  noon,  but  possibly  miglit  be  at  home 
at  one.  At  one  I  returned,  and  a  little  later  M.  Oliivier 
i«ceived  me.  I  had  expected  be  would  simply  inform 
;  whether  I  could  obtaio  the  desired  safe  conduct  or 
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not;  but  when  I  found  that  lie  entered  into  more  general 
Bubjects,  I  asked  whether  I  might  communicate  to  ^OU 
his  conversation — &  permisaiou  which  he  granted  without 
reserve.  I  will  accordingly  try  to  give  the  conversation 
aa  I  heard  his  share  of  it,  well  knowing  the  great  difficulty 
of  reducing  such  a  verbal  communication  to  writing.  M, 
Ollivier  began  by  telling  me  that  the  "War  Minister, 
General  Lebosuf,  objected  to  all  foreign  correspondents, 
and  also  to  Krench  ones.  He  would  positively  have  no 
writer  with  the  French  army,  or  at  least  such  was 
the  present  determination,  which  miglit  indeed  be  after- 
wards modified.  He  then  expressed  his  extreme  sorrow 
at  the  attitude  of  the  English  Press,  which  he  said  was 
baaed  upon  a  complete  misapprehensioa  of  the  true 
causes  of  the  war.  M.  Ollivier  aeemed  not  so  much 
veied  or  annoyed,  as  grieved  at  the  comments  in  our 
journals.  He  complained  that  the  Emperor  had  always 
been  more  than  friendly  towards  Eugland,  that  he  him- 
self had  done  everything  to  promote  warm  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  that  especially  he  had  studied 
the  commercial  interests  of  Eugland,  but  that  now  he  was 
accused  of  breaking  the  pence  of  Europe.  Aa  toQermany, 
he  had  taken  office  on  the  condition  that  there  should  be 
no  German  war;  the  Emperor,  too,  was  well  aware  of  the 
responsibility  invoh-ed,  and  most  aniious  not  to  destroy 
the  state  of  peace ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  permit  Fnissia 
to  drag  them  through  the  mud  by  an  insult  openly  and 
publicly  avowed.  Indeed,  in  the  legitimate  inlerests  of 
the  dynasty,  M.  Ollivier  had  been  obliged  to  entertain  the 
idea  of  war.  France  could  not  brook  an  insult,  or  at  least 
a  deliberate  one.  Her  rulers,  under  Louis  Philippe,  had, 
it  is  true,  once  made  her  swaUow  one,  but  this  was 
the  cause  of  the  downfall  of  the  Orleanist  family.  The 
eiact  sequence  of  events  which  caused  the  war  was  an 
follows: — The  Pmasian    King  had  at  first  aade  con- 
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lioBS.  Thia  bad  aroused  againHt  him  a  German  war 
party;  to  conciliate  tliis  body  Le  had  giTen  France  an 
insult  and  published  it  (it  woe  the  publication  upon 
vhich  M.  Oliivier  most  dwelt).  The  Chaseepit  roust 
now  decide ;  but  as  France  was  united  to  a  man,  there 
was  no  doubt  of  the  erentual  result.  I  have  tried  to 
exactly  report  what  M.  Ollimr  said,  but  I  can  convey  to 
you  no  idea  of  the  power — the  "  verve  "  would,  perhaps, 
be  the  best  word — with  which  he  spoke.  I  asked  his 
permiwion  to  argue  the  question  why  correspondents 
should  be  excluded  from  the  field.  Thia  permission  he 
gave  BB  a  matter  of  course,  aad  I  then  pointed  out  that 
if  two  parties  were  engaged  in  a  quarrel,  and  that  if 
English  correspondents  were  welcomed  by  one  side  and 
excluded  by  the  other,  it  was  only  believing  iu  human 
nature  to  suppose  that  the  combatants  whose  hoped, 
whose  fears,  whose  struggles,  were  painted  each  day  to 
educated  England,  would  at  l«ngth  become  mistress  of 
English  sympathies.  I  instanced  the  18CG  war,  ia  wbicb 
England  undoubtedly  at  first  sympathised  with  the  Aus- 
trians,  but  in  which  the  correspondents,  encouraged  by 
one  party,  snubbed  and  muszled  by  the  other,  to  an 
immense  extent  helped  to  bring  English  opinion  round 
to  Northern  Germany.  I  also  ga»e  him  one  instance  iu 
which,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  the  Prussians  had 
sought  for  an  Euglish  writer  in  the  present  war.  1 
pointed  out  bow  easily  correspondents  might  be  con- 
trolled BO  as  to  prevent  their  giving  hurtful  information 
of  the  massing  of  troops,  &c. 
To  an  unexpected  citcot  M.  Oliivier  acquiesced  in  these 
arguments  ;  but  I  fear  it  was  the  acquiei^cence  of  polite- 
ness, not  of  conviction.  He  promised  to  report  tbeni 
&tL  to  General  Leboeuf,  who  ha  distinctly  gave  me  to 
understand  was  the  real  arbiter  in  this  mutter.  So 
closed  my  audience.     As  to  M.  Ollivit 


it  continued,  tLe  only  fuint  idea  thnt  I  can  give  of  its 
perfection  is  to  aay  that  aJl  througli  1  hod  great  diflleulty 
iu  remembering  the  exalted  puBitiou  wliich  Le  hulda, 
BO  completely  did  lie  put  me  at  my  ease  and  treat  me  on 
a  footing  of  equality. 

I  have  DOW  to  make  a  fewremarlia  upon  the  above,  but  not 
as  to  tlie political  questiowH,  Theyarenodoubt  important, 
but  they  nre  not  within  nay  milier.  As  to  the  correspon- 
dent  qucalion,  with  all  my  respect  for  General  Lebccuf 
aa  au  organiier  and  strategist,  I  think  he  ia  utterly 
wroug.  Correspondents  could  do  harm  if  they  were 
allowed  to  telegraph  what  they  chose,  but  this  is  easily 
prevented.  The  real  reason  that  geuorals  object  to 
writers  in  their  camp  is  because  they  dialike  and  resent 
criticism.  To  a  class — only  a  class — of  laiiitary  men, 
criticism  from  beings  who  are  not  at  loaiit  a  grade  above 
them  is  not  merely  distasteful — it  is  unendurable.  iJtill 
General  Lt:ba>uf  ought  to  be  above  that  feeling.  His 
view  might  be  un objectionable  if  the  sympathies  of  a 
nation  did  not  follow  its  press.  The  first  Napoleon  said 
that  the  army  should  be  one  with  the  nation,  the  nation 
one  with  the  army.  Uader  the  moderik  conditions  of 
society,  the  Trench  press  cuu  alone  effect  that  in  France ; 
while  the  same  country  mny  bid  good-bye  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  England  if  she  cjccliides,  while  Prussia  (as  I 
believe,  encourages  writers.  I  forgot  to  say  that  M. 
Ollivier  hinted — I  don't  think  he  said — that  a  victory 
would  determine  exterior  sympathies:  a  remark  with  a 
great  deal  of  truth,  but  which  does  not  comprise  the 
whole  question.  Another  point  in  M.  Ollivier'a  cunver- 
aatiou  struck  me.  He  incidentally  said  the  Chaasej;db 
must  now  resolve  the  ijuestion ;  but  ho  did  not  seem  to 
take  auy  interest  iu  the  technical  details  of  the  subject. 
There  M.  Ollivier  was  right ;  probably  he  relied  on  this 
■U-importn&t  fact  being  the  opiuiou  of  others ;  but  I 
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have  pereooallj  do  doubt  that  the  Ohussepot  will  do  a 
great  deal  for  the  French.  Aa  far  as  breech  action  ia 
concerned,  the  Chasaepot  is  ouly  a  trifle  better  than  the 
original  needle-gun;  it  is  a  shade  quicker  in  loading, 
and  has  a  aliade  leas  "  crachement,"  or  epittiog,  than  the 
needie-gui],  and  so  disturbs  leas  the  aim  of  its  firer ;  but 
in  the  barrel,  it  ta  al!  Lombard  Street  to  a  China  orange 
on  the  CliaBSOfot.  The  needle-gun  has  a  barrel  designed 
long  before  IsUO.  The  French  barrel  was  blocked  out 
with  all  the  superior  Bcienco  of  1866.  The  ueedle-gun 
has  a  poor  trajectory  at  anything  like  a  decent  range 
(500  yards),  and  wounds  rather  than  kill*  [  the  Chaase- 
pflt  bullet,  driven  by  a  huge  relative  charge  of  powder, 
has  a  magnificently  flat  trajectory,  and,  flotteniag  out, 
makes  a  terrible  bole.  There  are  certainly  some  im- 
proved needle-guns;  but  an  arm  must  ho  re-designed, 
not  patched,  to  secure  victory.  "With  regard  to  British 
arms,  the  Chassepot  has  an  inferior  breech  action,  but  an 
infinitely  better  barrel  than  the  Snider;  while  it  ia  in 
all  respects  below  the  Henry-Martini,  of  which  we  havo 
only  200,  and  these  hand-made.  The  Emperor  has  juat 
L    driven  by  the  Kue  de  liivoli,  amidst  loud  cheers. 

f  As  a  brilliant  initiative  had  always  been  numbered  among 
tbe  military  traditions  of  France,  and  as,  moreover,  the 
positions  assigned  to  the  French  Army  Corps  pointed 
anmistakably  to  an  invasion  of  Germany,  surprise  was 
eipresaed,  as  days,  and  even  weeks,  passed  on,  that  the 
French  Emperor  did  not  avail  Limaelf  of  the  early 
preparation  of  hia  army  to  strike  a  blow  at  Germany 
before  ber  sovereigns  had  time  to  eoUect  their  forces. 
Wo  know  now  that  such  had  been  tbe  Emperor's  in- 
tention. In  a  publication  which  has  appeared  unilcr 
hia  sanction^  and  nhlch  be  ia   understood  to  have  die- 
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tated,*  he  haa  given  au  accouut  of  his  military  plan. 
The  Emperor  states  that  he  knew  that  Prussia  was 
ready  to  call  out,  in  a.  short  time,  900,000  men,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Southern  States  of  Germany,  could  count 
upon  1,100,00!)  Holdiera.  France  was  only  able  to  muster, 
600,000;  and,  as  the  number  of  fighting  men  is  never  more' 
than  one-half  the  actual  eifective  force,  Germany  was  in  a 
position  to  bring  into  the  field  550,000  men,  whilst  France 
iiad  only  about  300,000  to  confront  the  enemy.  To  com- 
pensate for  this  numerical  inreriority,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Emperor,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  cross  the 
Khine,  separate  Southern  Germany  from  the  North  Ger- 
man  Confederation,  and,  by  the  eclat  of  n  first  success, 
secure  the  alliance  of  Austria  and  Italy.  If  he  were  able 
to  prevent  the  armies  of  Southern  Germany  from  forming 
their  junction  with  thoae  of  the  north,  the  efiective 
ctrengtli  of  the  Prussians  would  be  reduced  by  200,000 
men;  and  the  disproportion  between  the  number  of 
combatants  thus  much  diminished.  If  Austria  and  Italy 
made  common  cause  with  France,  then  the  superiority 
of  numbers  would  be  in  her  favour,  The  Emperor's 
plan  of  campaign — which  he  confided,  at  Paris,  to  Marshals 
MncMabon  and  LebtEuf  alone — was  to  mass  150,000  men 
at  MetE,  100,000  at  Strasburg,  and  50,000  at  the  Camp  of 
ChfLlons.  The  concentration  of  the  first  two  armies,  one 
on  the  Snrre  and  the  otber  on  the  Rhine,  did  not  reveal 
hia  projects ;  for  the  enemy  was  left  in  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  the  attack  would  be  made  againet  the  Rhenish 
Provinces  or  upon  the  Duchy  of  Baden.  As  soon  as  the 
troops  should  have  been  concentrated  at  the  points  indi- 
Cated,  it  was  the  Emperor's  purpose  to  immediately  unite 
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the  two  armies  of  Metz  and  Strasburg  ;  and,  at  the  bead 
of  250,000  men,  to  cross  the  Ehiue  at  Mniau,  leaving  at 
his  rigbt  the  fortress  of  Hostadt,  and,  at  his  left,  that  of 
Gerraerabeiin.  Beaching  the  other  side  of  the  Ehine,  he 
would  have  forced  the  States  of  the  South  to  observe 
neutrality,  and  would  then  have  hurried  on  to  eocounter 
the  FrusaianB.  Whilst  thia  movement  was  iu  course  of 
execution,  the  60,000  meQ  at  CbiiloDB,  under  the  command 
of  Marshal  Canrobert,  were  to  proceed  to  Metz,  to  protect 
the  rear  of  the  army  and  guard  the  north-eastern  frontier. 
At  the  same  time  the  French  fleet  cruising  in  the  Baltic 
would  have  held  stationary,  in  the  north  of  Prussia,  a 
part  of  the  enemy's  forces,  obliged  to  defend  the  coasts 
threatened  with  iorasion. 

"We  shall  soon  see  why  this  scheme  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted, important  as  it  was  that  Napoleon  should  assume 
the  oifenaive.  It  was  on  tlie  2St!i  of  July,  nearly  a  fortnight 
lifter  the  declaration  of  war,  that  the  Emperor  reached 
his  head-quarters  at  Metz.  But,  even  then,  for  a  week 
nothing  was  heard  of  him.  During  that  week  the  German 
boBts  bad  been  mustering  from  the  extremities  of  the 
Fatherland.  The  twelve  Array  Corps  of  the  North  German 
Confederation,  with  the  Prussian  Guard  Corps  d'Armee, 
the  Bavarian  Field  Army,  and  the  Wiirtemberg  and 
Baden  Divisions,  were  formed  into  three  armies,  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  Von  Steinmetz,  I'rince 
Frederick  Charles  of  Prussia,  and  his  cousin,  the  Crown 
Prince,  The  largest  of  these  armies,  that  of  Prinre 
Frederick  Charles,  assembled  at  Mayence.  The  corps 
of  Steinmetz  united  about  Treves,  and  the  Crown  Prince's 
army,  which  included  the  South  German  troops,  met  near 
Landau.  This  disposition,  made  in  such  perfect  secrecy 
that,  Bfl  the  Emperor  pathetically  complains  in  the  work 
to  vhicb  we  have   referred,  the  French  never  could  tell 
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where  the  enemy  was — was  planned  in  order  that  if  tha 
Emperor  ghould  advance  from  Jtetz  through  the  Voage?, 
he  should  be  confronted  nt  or  bei'ore  Miiyence  by  the  army 
of  Prince  Frederick  Clinrle-a,  nearly  equal  to  hia  own  in 
etrength.     But  the  Emperor's  movementa  were  still  delayed. 
Some  obaervera  said  that  he  Lesilnted,  others  tliat  he  bod 
no  plan.     He  liimsdf  hoe  declared  that  at  this  time  the 
forces   on  which  he  hod   counted  were  not  forthcoming. 
AVith  reference  to  this  particular  period  he  has  written : — 
The  ormy  of  Metz.  instead  of  150,000  men,  only  mustered 
100,000  i  tliat  of  Straaburg  only  40,000,  instead  of  a 
100,000;    whilst  the  corps  of  Marshal    Canrobert  had 
still  one  division  at  Paris  and  another  at  Soissons ;  his 
artillery,  as  well  as  bis  cavalry,  was  not  ready.     Further, 
no  army  corps  was  even  yet  completely  furnished  with 
the   equipments   necessary  for  taking  the    field.    The 
Emperor  gave  precise  orders  to  the  effect  that  the  arrival 
of  the  missing  regiments  should  be  pushed  on ;  but  he 
■was  obeyed  slowly,  excuse  being  made  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  leave  Algeria,    Paris,  and    Lyons  without 
garrisons. 

Such  were  some  of  the  causes  of  the  Emperor's  inaction. 
But  they  were  not,  they  eould  not  be,  known  in  Paris. 
There  it  was  firmly  believed  that  at  any  moment  the  armies 
of  the  Empire,  at  n  word  from  their  chief,  might  descend 
like  an  avalanche  on  Oennany,  and  impatience  was  ex- 
pressed because  tliat  word  remained  uncpoken.  To  give  a 
temporary  satisfaction  to  this  feeling,  the  Emperor,  knowing 
the  deficiencies  of  bis  own.  army,  and,  as  he  has  smce 
admitted,  in  complete  ignorance  of  the  positions  of  bis 
enemy,  deterniined  ujion  a  movement  which  for  an  instant 
seemed  to  announce  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  By  the 
beginning  of  AuRuat  the  Imperial  Guard  had  joined  Bazaine 
atMetz;  Canrobert  had  moved  from  Chalons  to  Nancy; 
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and  SfacMahon's  corps  was  adrnncing  from  Strasburg  to 
the  Lauter.  The  military  leaders  of  Germany  had  eierted 
tbemselves  to  tbe  utmost  to  be  able  to  oppose  the  advance 
of  tbe  French,  and  were  aided  bv  a  military  and  patriotic 
enthusiaam  which  veterana  and  the  atudeuts  of  history 
could  liken  to  nothing  but  that  which  glowed  during 
the  "War  of  Liberation.  Every  day  saw  enormoiiB  acees- 
Bione  to  tbe  armies  of  Prince  Freilerick  Charlea  and  General 
Von  Steinmetz  ;  and  althoug:h,  when  the  French  at  length 
stirred  thetnaelves,  there  still  remained  some  corps  whose 
numbera  were  not  complete,  the  great  German  army  united 
under  the  King  of  Prussia  was  officially  declared  to  bo 
ready  for  war. 

On  the  2ud  of  August  the  Emperor  left  Mclz  by  railway 
for  Forbach,  taking  with  him  the  Prince  Imperial.  Kia 
Majesty  haa  aince  stated  that  tli«  business  of  the  day  was 
to  ascertain  the  numbers  and  poiition  of  tbe  enemy.  From 
Forbach  the  Emperor  proceeded  at  onco  in  tbe  direction 
of  Saarbruck,  a  Prussian  froutier  town,  occupied  by 
a  small  advanced  guard.  A  French  division,  under 
General  Bataille,  carried  tbe  heijgbts  of  Spicheren,  on  the 
right  of  Saarbrueb,  without  difficulty ;  and  the  Prussians, 
after  a  resistance  which  had  no  military  object,  withdrew  to 
their  next  line  of  defence.  The  affair  lasted  only  from  11 
in  the  forenoon  until  2  p.m.,  and  after  it  the  Emperor 
returned  to  Moti  to  dinner.  But  as  the  battle  had  been 
fought  for  political  reasons,  care  was  taken  to  give  it  im- 
portance. No  battle  could  be  iiisigniticant  at  which  the 
Emperor  had  been  present,  and  the  despatches  transmitted 
to  Paris  announced  therein  a  victory  with  two  interesting 
features.  The  mitrailleuae  gun,  from  which  so  much  waa 
eipected,  had  been  tried,  and  the  Prince  Imperial  had 
received  his  "  baptism  of  fire."  Ten  mitrailieuses  were  in 
battery,  and  at  each  discharge,  it  was  said,  the  enemy's 
battalions  were  mowed   down.     The   French   newspapers 
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declared  that  the  moral  effect  of  this  victory  must  be 
immense.  It  appeared,  however,  that  some  of  their  own 
correspondents,  venturing  into  Saarbruck  on  the  very 
afternoon  of  the  day  when  the  French  were  supposed  to 
have  taken  the  place,  were  arrested  by  the  pickets  of  the 
Prussians,  who  had  returned,  after  an  absence  of  two  hours ; 
that  the  railway,  which  it  was  supposed  the  French  had 
wished  to  occupy,  or  at  least  to  cut,  was  entire ;  and  that 
the  forest  behind  Saarbruck  was  alive  with  Prussian  troops. 
Ghreater  events  were  soon  to  make  the  world  indifferent  to 
the  incidents  of  this  smallest  of  promenada  militairet. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

TeB  demonstration  at  Saarbruck  bad  led  to  nothing.  If 
it  was  inteoiled  aa  an  advance,  no  ground  bad  been 
occupied ;  if  it  was  a  reconnaisaaoce,  nothing  had  been 
ascertained.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Eraperor'a  trusted 
counsellor,  Marslinl  Mac^Ialion,  was  at  Metz,  attending  a 
council  of  war,  On  that  day  the  first  aerioua  blow  of 
the  campaign  fell  upon  one  of  hia  diviaiona,  which  he  had 
left  near  Weiasenburg,  a  town  on  the  Lauter,  exactly  at 
the  frontier,  with  crushing  effect,  Thia  division,  com- 
manded by  General  Abel  Donay.  bad  been  left  to  guard 
the  opening  between  the  Vosges  and  the  Rhine,  whilst  the 
other  division  of  MacMahon'a  Corps  advanced  northward, 
to  approach  De  Failly.  On  the  Srd  o£  August,  the  Crown 
Prince  of  PruBsia  was  approaching  the  frontier  with  a  force 
of  more  than  120,000  men  ;  but  although  Douay  had  soiue 
suspicion  of  his  movement,  and  had  sent  out  patrols  nhich 
fell  in  with  the  Bavarian  cavalry,  he  was  taken  by  surprise. 
He  had  pitched  bis  camp  within  two  miles  of  a  frontier 
which  was  covered  with  woods,  which  concealed  the  move- 
ments of  his  powerful  enemy,  and  this  in  dangerous  position 
he  seems  to  have  diapensed  with  guard^i.  The  Prince  ad- 
vanced with  four  divisions — aboiit  40,000  men — against 
Douay,  whose  troops  were  cooking  their  morning  meal 
when  the  German  army  appeared  on  the  heights  above 
Schwcigen,  and  tbe  eaemy'a  sheila  began  to  fall  into  their 
camp.  The  French  rushed  to  arras  with  all  their  old  ardour: 
line  regiments  vied  with  eorpi  J'lUfe  and  the  Tureos  fought 
"'  e  lioQB.    But  nothing  could  prevail  against  the  steady 
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determiaation  of  the  &erinaD3,  fighting  \\  ith  the  advn.utage 
of  imtiieiisL'ly  Buperior  numbers  and  agninst  unprepared 
troops.  The  French,  completely  overpowered,  lost  their 
commander,  who  was  kilted  by  a  shell  j  and  when  the 
Gerninna  had  stormed  the  Geisburg,  the  whole  Kreneli  line 
broke  ia  confusion,  leaving  tents,  weoponii,  and  b;igga;;e  io 
the  handa  of  the  victor.  A  correapondeiit  of  the  Oaili/ 
News,  who  was  with  the  Prench  army,  transmitted  the 
following  brief  account  of  the  action: — 

Whilst  General  Douay'a  division,  composed  of  the  74tli 
and  50th  Eegimenta  of  the  Hue,  the  IGth  Battalion  of 
Chaaseura  on  foot,  ooe  regiment  of  Turcoa,  and  a  regi- 
ment of  mounted  Chasseurs,  were  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  WeiBsenburg,  they  were  slarlled  by  a 
tremendous  discharge  of  artillery.  As  the  pntrula,  which 
had  been  posted  all  along  tlio  line  of  the  frontier,  bad 
not  signalled  the  presence  of  any  Prusaiau  troops,  the 
wen  believed  for  a  moiLieut  that  they  were  surrounded 
by  the  enemy.  This  was  not  the  case  ;  but  the  Prussians, 
in  great  force  and  well  supplied  with  artillery,  appeared 
on  the  heights  of  Schweigen,  occupyiug  tiie  whole  of 
the  country  near  the  small  Bavarian  village.  General 
Douay  ordered  his  troops  to  advance  before  the  enemy, 
keeping  as  much  as  possible  behind  Woisuenburg,  whieh 
lay  just  between  them  and  the  Frussiau  forces.  But  this 
precautiou  proved  quite  useless,  for  the  guns  were  pour- 
ing a  tremendous  &re  upon  them,  and  the  troops  were 
falhng  in  great  numbers  in  the  village  of  Weissenburg 
itself.  The  French  retired  from  their  former  position, 
and  commenced  marching  on  the  right  side  of  the  village. 
The  Prussian  guns  were  firing  at  a  tremendous  rate, 
and  three  rounds  fell  partly  iu  the  town  and  partly 
among  the  troops.  Several  of  the  houses  were  set  on  fire, 
and  a  good  uumber  ofaoldien  lay  dead  or  wounded.    At 


sbout  eleven  o'clock  General  Voacan'a  division  began  to 

retire.  However,  a  new  attack  was  ordered.  The  Turoos 

led  tbe  v&y,  and,  baj'onet  in  band,  tbrew  lliemsi;lves  on 

one  of  tbe  Frussian  batteries  of  artillery.     All  proTed 

useless.     Had    tbe   Freucb    insisted    on   attacking  tbe 

enemy  any  longer,  Ibere  would  not   bave  been    one  of 

tbem  left  aliye  on  tbe  ground.   Aa  soon  as  what  was  left 

of  General  Douay's  forces  began  retiring,  tbe  Prussian 

srtillury  pursued  ibcm.     About  twelve  o'clock  General 

Douay  bimself  fell  a  victim  to  tbe  Prussian  artillery.  Tbe 

troops  commenced  runiiiDg  witbout  order,  crossing  roads 

^H     and  vineyards  until   they  reached  tbe  furthest  part  ot 

^^L  'WctB.''enburg.     The  number  of  dead  and  wounded  must 

^^L  have  been  very  large  indeed.     The  remaining  troops  are 

^^ft  eager  toreveuge  the  deatbof  their  general.  The  country 

^^H  people  seem  to  bo  iu  great  consternatiou.     The  roada 

^^B  whJL'li  lead  to    Uugueuuu    are    covered    with    peasants 

^^B  carrying  their  goods  and  cattle  with  them,  and  lamenting 

^^B  over  the  sad  fate  reserved  for  their  bumble  cottages. 

^^r  It  was  here  that  the  French  first  became  aware  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  new  Prussian  artillery,  which,  since  the 
Bohemian  campaign,  had  been  very  greatly  improved  in 
force  and  weight  of  lire.  On  the  night  of  the  4tb,  the  streets 
of  Haguenau  presented  the  strange  spectacle— so  often  to  be 
renewed  in  this  war— of  througa  of  fugitive  soldiers,  eicited 
and  clamorous, explaining  their  defeat  to  astonished  civilians, 
eftsy  to  be  persuaded  that  only  some  oitraordinary  failure 
or  reversal  of  the  very  course  of  nature,  could  liave  brought 
about  the  retreat  of  a  French  army.  The  Crown  Prince  bad 
fought  this  action  before  histwo  cavalry  divisions  had  come 
up,  or  bis  troops  would  have  taken  more  than  tiOO  prisoners 
and  one  gun;  and  tbe  flight  of  tbe  French  waa  so  rapid 
that  subsequent  attempts  at  pursuit  were  made  in  vain.  It 
oould  not    be    pretended  that  this    combat    afFoided   any 


I  of  the  mOitary  value  of  tlie  two  armies,  but  it  I 
tieeply  imprewed  the  mind  both  of  France  and  Europe. 
The  Crown  Prince's  sudden  movement  exhibited  German 
rapidity  and  decision  in  contrast  with  French  vacillation 
and  delay ;  it  betokened  on  the  part  of  the  Oermans  a 
purpose  and  a  plan,  and  gave  them  the  preBtige  of  a  victory 
on  the  territory  of  the  Power  which  had  challenged  them  to 
war.  The  ParisinnB  began  to  doubt  the  wisdom  that  presided 
over  the  conduct  of  the  campaign  ;  but  their  conKdence  in 
the  army  was  rather  raised  than  weakened  by  the  reports  of 
heroic  feats  performed  by  individuals  and  separate  corps, 
and  they  firmly  believed  that  Weissenburg  would  be  ter- 
ribly revenged.  MarahalMacMahon,  who  had  heard  atMets 
of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  Douay'a  corps,  hastened  to 
join  his  remaining diviaions,8tationed  beyond  Haguenau,aDd 
arrest  the  movement  of  his  vigorous  enemy.  He  had  three 
divisions  of  bis  own  Army  Corps  intact— besides  a  division 
which  Felix  Douay  had  sent  from  Belfort,  and  a  cuirassier 
brigade  of  Canrobert's  corps,  and  the  remains  of  the  divi- 
sions which  had  been  defeated  nt  Weissenburg.  "With  these 
troops — in  all  about  50,000  men — be  occupied,  on  the  5th,  a 
strong  defensive  position  on  the  slopes  of  the  Vosges,  his 
object  being  to  cover  tbe  chief  lines  of  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  that  mountain 
range  and  the  line  of  railway  from  Strasburg  to  Bitsche. 
His  left  rested  on  Reichabofen,  his  centre  waa  on  the  emi- 
nences between  Froschweiler  and  Wortli,  and  his  right  ex- 
tended to  beyond  Elsasahausen,  Hia  front  was  semicircular, 
presenting  a  convex  line  to  the  enemy,  and  his  position, 
owing  to  tbe  difficult  ground  on  all  aides,  one  very  strong 
for  defence.  A  force  attempting  to  pass  him  here  by  the 
road  to  Ilaguenau,  wouIJ  have  exposed  its  flank  to  attack, 
while  tbe  road  through  the  Vosges  could  only  be  gained 
after  he  had  been  dislodged.  The  Crown  Prince  arrived 
from  WcisaeDburg  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  with  an  army 
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F  130,000  men,  and  found  MacMabon  waiting  for  liim  oa 
the  heights.  At  seven  oa  the  morning  of  the  0th  the  battle 
began.  It  ia  alleged  by  variauB  authorities  that  the 
Prince  had  not  intended  to  attack  so  bood  ;  that  the  action 
woa  brought  on  by  the  uncantrollahle  eagerness  of  the  out^ 
posts,  and  that  thta  is  one  explanation  of  certain  unsteady 
and  irregular  moFeinenta  which  marred  its  earlier  plans. 

The  battle  was  brought  on  by  the  outpost  firing  in  front 
of  Wiirtli  before  the  Crown  Prince's  arniy  hud  completed 
its  intended  change  of  front;  and  as  the  French  directed 
their  fire  against  Worth,  the  artillery  of  the  Prussian 
6th  Corps  was  stationed  on  the  beighta  east  of  that  place. 
A  niisunderstandiug  of  an  order  given  to  Hartinann's  2nd 
Bavarian  Corps  led  to  their  nithdrawat,  and  Marshal 
MacMahon  then  threw  himself  nilh  great  vigour  on  the 
5lh  Prussian  Corps.  It  was  then  that  the  great  struggle 
of  the  day  took  place.  For  two  hours  the  two  artuies 
fought  OB  if  the  issue  of  the  campuigu  depended  on  their 
valour,  but  the  arrival  of  the  11th  IVussiau  Corps  com- 
pelled the  French  to  fall  back  on  tiieir  centre  and  resume 
the  defensive.  The  losses  on  each  side  were  enormous, 
the  strength  of  the  French  position  counterbalancing  to  a 
great  extent  the  superior  numbers  of  the  Germans,  and  at 
one  time  the  issue  seemed  doubtful.  The  Crown  Prince 
describes  the  resistance  of  the  eueiny  as  "  most  obstinate 
and  intense."  By  two  o'clock  the  combat  bad  extended 
along  the  centre  line.  At  this  time  orders  were  given  to 
thelrViirtemberg  division  to  turn  Eeichshofen,  and  threaten 
to  cut  off  MacMahoa's  line  of  retreat,  while  a  Bavarian 
corps  was  sent  to  turn  the  French  right.  These  movements 
succeeded ;  both  at  Elsassiiausen  and  at  Beichshofen  the 
French  saw  themselves  outflanked  by  powerful  corps. 
The  French  line  within  an  hour  was  broken,  and  the 
right  centre  and  left  were  thrown  into  disorder.  At  this 
"  is  of  the  battle  Marshal  MacMahon  attempted  to  redeem 
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the  fortunes  of  the  day  by  a  grand  charge  of  the  brigade  of 
Cuirassiers  whieli  he  had  borrowed  from  Cnnrobert'a  corps. 
Its  advance  was  an  eitraordiiiary  and  splendid  spec- 
tacle; but  it  waa  made  against  the  artillery  of  the  5th  and 
11th  PruHsian  Corps,  and  ended  in  a  grand  catastrophe, 
horites  and  men  rolling  together  by  hundreds  in  the  dust. 
The  Prussian  cavalry  had  not  yet  joined,  but  on  the  7th 
the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives  nas  continued  by  the  Baden 
and  "Wurtemberg  brigades,  and  the  Crown  Prince  reported 
officially  that  he  had  taken  5,000  imwouniled  priaonera, 
thirty  guns,  six  mitrailleuses,  and  two  eai;le9. 

The  Special  Corre  upon  dent  of  the  Daily  News  with  the 
arnay  of  the  Crown  Prince  wrote,  on  the  10th  of  August, 
from  head-quarters : — 

The  swift  and  skilful  movement  against  Weiasenburg, 
resulting  in  complete  success  to  the  German  arms,  was 
but  a  foretaste  of  the  storm  which  threatened  the  north- 
ern part  of  Alsace.  On  the  second  day  after  Weiasen- 
burg  came  the  battle  of  Worth,  and  the  Crown  Prince 
gained  a  great  victory  over  the  ablest  general  in  France. 
It  ia  admitted  that  the  French  fought  with  rechleas 
courage,  and  that  they  inflicted  heavy  loss  jn  their  op- 
ponents, but  tlie  fact  of  this  hard  fighting  and  of  this 
heavy  loss  shows  how  serious  a  defeat  was  sustained  by 
MacMaboD.  I  traversed  tlie  battle-fleld  whilst  the  dead 
rtill  lay  unburied  on  tlie  trampled  ground,  and  could 
form  a  good  notion  of  how  the  fight  had  gone  by  the 
ghastly  evidence  which  remained.  Worth  is  at  the  bottom 
of  a  fertile  valley  between  two  ridges  of  cultivated  ground. 
There  is  a  quantity  of  woodland  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  especially  behind  tbe  French  position,  or  on  the 
western  side  of  the  valley,  there  is  a  strip  of  forest  which 
forms  a  cover  for  retreating  troops.  The  little  Uiver 
Brader,  not  deep  enough  in  aummer-time  to  float  a  skiff, 
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floirs  tbrough  the  village,  and  s  high  road  comei  wind- 
ing down  towards  it  on  the  eaatern  side  of  the  valley, 
flanked  by  trees.  Here  was  the  German  position, 
Btretcbing  far  to  right  and  left.  Along  this  road  were 
heaps  of  spiked  helmets  to  be  Been,  and  cart-loada  of 
needle-guns  collected  under  the  trees.  At  a  distance 
the  French  muBketry  fire  had  told  more  heavily  than  the 
German,  and  I  heard  that  the  French  artillery  had  been 
very  well  served.  Bat  thougli  the  burying  parties  were 
busy  with  the  German  dead  on  this  eastern  side  of  Worth, 
there  was  more  tban  an  exchange  of  slaughterous  work 
on  the  weatem  side.  Here  the  Prussians  and  Savarlana 
bad  pushed  forward  in  strong  force,  and  their  fire  had 
told  fearfully  upon  the  French.  The  high  spirit  and 
rigid  discipline  of  the  one  army  bad  been  more  tban  a 
match  for  the  desperate  resistance  of  the  other.  Whole 
companies  of  Frenchmen  had  been  mowed  down  in  their 
wild  attempts  to  check  the  enemy's  advance.  It  had 
been  a  tolerably  equnt  fight  in  someplaces,  for  the  ground 
was  strewn  with  German  dead.  But  more  and  more 
Frenchmen  had  fallen  in  proportion,  Blaek  Turcoa  and 
wide-trousered  Zouaves  lay  thick  at  many  points,  and  the 
Cuirassiers  bad  snffered  much.  There  were  steel  breast- 
plates and  brass  helmets  scattered  thickly  on  the  line  of 
the  retreat,  whilst  the  dead  horses  in  all  directions 
might  be  counted  by  hundreds.  And  so,  westward 
through  the  wood,  went  the  traces  of  increasing  disaster  ; 
officers  aad  men  lying  grimly  where  they  had  fallen, 
some  of  them  in  quiet,  shady  spots,  as  though  they  were 
pic-nickers  asleep ;  pools  of  blood  whore  the  wounded 
had  been  found,  knapsacks,  rilles,  and  overcoats,  either 
thrown  away  in  flight  or  left  by  the  wounded  on  the  Geld. 
Then  came  a  spot  where  the  French  had  rallied,  and 
where  the  dead  of  both  sides  lay  thick.  Turcoa  might 
be  seen  who  had  evidently  fought  to  the  last,  and  bad 
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tried  to  fire  tlieir  pieces  as  they  lay.  I'reuclimen  of  the 
line  regitneuts  liad  here  aad  there  fallen  iu  uumbers,  as 
though  haviug  halted  and  faced  about  iu  regular  order. 
But  the  aspect  of  the  fields  beyoud  the  wood  seemed  to 
indicate  a  haaty  retreat.  Waggooa  were  overlurued, 
baggage  was  thrown  out  upon  the  roadside,  and  many 
knapsacks  were  to  be  seen.  No  oue  who  had  passed 
over  that  batlie-ground  of  Wiirth  when  1  did  could  have 
failed  to  realise  that  a  great  disaster  had  hefullcu  tie 
Treoch  arms,  though  at  a  time  when  most  of  tlie 
wounded  had  been  removed,  and  on  bo  large  a  seeuc 
of  action  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  judge  of  the 
exact  I088  sustained,  Howtver,  I  see  no  rcasou  to  doubt 
the  official  return  on  the  German  side,  which  gii-es  about 
10,000  Frenchmen  and  7,000  GDriiians  hovs  de  combat, 
Aud  about  7,000  prisouera  taken  by  the  victors— 4,000 
in  the  battle,  aad  3,000  more  in  the  pursuit.  These 
losses,  with  the  further  loss  of  caunon  and  colours,  made 
Worth  au  evil  day  for  France.  Well  might  the  wounded 
Germans  raise  themselves  to  cheer  the  Crown  Prince  as 
he  passed,  and  cry  that  Germany  was  safe.  It  will  often 
be  told  bow  the  armies  met  on  the  Uth  of  August,  and 
how  MacMahon  made  hia  unsuccessful  effort  to  repel 
tbe  invBHion  of  Alsace,  bow  the  Prustiitins  held  the  lefl; 
of  the  line,  the  Bavarians  and  Wiirtembergera  the  right, 
and  how  a  few  Baden  troops,  held  in  reserve  by  the 
Crown  Prince,  were  brought  up  just  in  time  to  aharo 
tbe  honours  of  the  day.  There  was  a  fierce  attack  on 
both  sides,  it  being  difficult  to  say  which  party  began, 
and  gradually,  as  the  German  troops  pressed  round  upon 
their  opponnets'  line  of  rt-treat,  the  French  were  forced 
to  make  so  hasty  a  retrogade  movement  that  tbe  retreat 
became  very  nearly  a  rout.  The  Crown  Prince  handled 
hia  army  so  as  to  make  the  most  of  the  deadly  fire  of  bis 
infantry.     The  cavalry  was  not  used  for  on  attack  in  tbe 
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ijwt  instance,  but  was  sent  in  pursuit  wbeu  the  enemy 
begno  his  retreat.  It  was  a  victory  duo  to  the  patriotic 
ardour  of  the  German  troopa,  as  much  as  to  aaythiu|>  in 
their  diacipliiie  or  tactics  ;  but  we  must  not  forget  that 
the  French  showed  ardour  likewise,  and  that  the  scale 
was  turned  for  the  Germans  at  Woi-th  by  their  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  breech- loader  drill,  and  by  their 
Bteadiiiess  in  firing.  These  matters  take  time  to  learn, 
and  I  hope  that  our  ToluDteers  will  have  a  chance  of 
learoiug  them  before  they  are  called  upon  to  face  a  foe 
who  may  have  learnt  the  new  weapon  at  his  leisure.  AVe 
see  the  glorious  results  whicb  Gercnany  is  reaping  from 
her  careful  preparation. 

The  prisoners  were  assembled  near  the  first  station  of  the 
re-opened  railway  through  Weissenburg.  I  could  see 
many  Turcoa  and  Zouaves  among  them,  though  the 
greater  part  were  soldiers  of  the  line.  We  drove  past 
them  very  slowly,  for  the  road  was  blocked  with  ammu- 
nition waggons,  and  I  noticed  that  they  seeraed  wofully 
discouraged.  There  were  no  songs  and  no  laugliter  to 
be  heard  among  tliem,  and  the  few  that  were  occupying 
themselves  with  picking  fruit  on  trees  that  tliey  had 
climbed  had  not  a  very  lively  air,  for  Frenchmen  in  such 
a  position  as  fruit-picking.  Tlien  catiie  the  convoys  of 
wounded  moving  to  the  rear.  SuffL'ring  had  made  them 
brothers  in  misfortune.  The  Germans  and  Freui  hmen 
mingled,  with  such  opposite  ideas  about  the  Kliiue  in 
their  heads  all  the  while,  sat  or  lay  quietly  side  by  side, 
u  if  they  were  old  comrades.  The  only  enemy,  and  the 
common  enemy,  too,  was  the  jolting  waggon.  Aa  wo 
neared  Worth  there  was  a  constant  stream  of  waggons 
bringing  down  wounded  men.  Prussians  and  Buvurians, 
TureoB  and  Frenchmen,  bore  the  agony  of  the  road  with 
equal  silence.  It  was  rare  to  hear  a  cry,  though  the 
poor  fellows'  faces  sho^ved  much  pain.     They  were  sad- 
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der  to  aee  ia  tlieir  blood-stained  bandafjea,  with  suffering 
still  nbout  tliem,  iLan  tlie  men  who  lay  grimly  on  the 
hill  sides.  APdrtfi  itself  was  a  mere  hospital,  and  all 
the  inhabitauts  were  either  imrsiiig  the  wounded  or 
burying  the  dead.  It  was  an  evil  fate  for  the  picturesque 
little  place  that  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  m&n  on 
one  side  and  the  other  should  have  settled  their  quarrel 
ao  near  at  hand. 

Of  coming  movements  I  must  say  not  a  word.  The  event 
of  yesterday  was  the  capture  hy  Wiirtecuberg  troops  of 
ttie  little  fortress  of  Leuchtenberg,  where  a  large  nmount 
of  military  stores  are  reported  to  have  been  found. 
The  usB.iilanta  fired  heavily  into  the  pUee,  and  wo  heard 
their  guns  booming  all  yesterday  forenoon. 

Two  days  afterwnrds  the  aarae  Correspondent  wrote  : — 
The  more  we  gather  of  the  details  of  the  battle  of 
Worth,  the  more  clearly  does  it  appear  that  there  was 
no  miracle  about  the  afi'air,  no  sudden  aurprise  to 
military  critics — as  though  a  now  weapon  hsd  been 
discovered.  From  the  villages  in  rear  of  the  field  I 
gather  far  more  of  the  Frt-nch  movements  than  could  bo 
learned  from  the  prisoners  or  the  villagers  upon  the 
field  itself  It  would  seem  that  the  Imperial  comman- 
ders in  this  quarter  were  altogether  outmanceuvred  by 
the  Crowii  Prince;  and  tTiat,  whatever  the  merits  of  the 
respective  small-arm  fire,  there  was  no  comparing  the 
tactics  of  the  two  armieH.  The  French  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  90  placed  aa  to  have  required  no  common 
degree  of  fighting  to  save  them.  First,  we  hear  of 
their  blind  confidence,  and  of  their  cries  of  "  h  Berlin" 
whilst  they  were  really  in  desperate  danger.  Then  came 
the  news  of  the  surprise  at  Weisaonbiirg  and  of  the 
death  of  General  Douay.  He  was  posted  in  a  corner 
of  the  French  territory  with  masses  of  German  troops 


eoUected  on  both  hia  flanks,  and  was  mucli  farther  from 

^^^  his  supports  llian  prudence  warranted  in  face  of  such  an 
^^^k  enemy.  It  can  never  bo  known  whether  the  French 
^^^F  commander  would  have  extricated  his  men  with  less  loiis 
than  tbcj''  actually  sustained,  had  he  lived  to  direct  them, 
for  he  fell  by  one  of  the  firet  discharges  of  artillery. 
Thus  was  a  step  gained  by  the  Gi^rinans.  They  had 
gallantly  stormed  the  position  at  Weissenbnrg,  and  bad 
began  to  shatter  the  enemy  in  detail.  MacMahon  and 
De  Failly  were  now  called  on  to  act.  The  former 
marched  againat    the   Crown    Prince    with    his  whole 

■.    eorpt  ffarmie,  and  expected  De  Failly  to  support  his  left 
in  caae   of  a   check.     Here  again  was   the  impetuoua 
over- confidence  which    FrencLmen    are    apt    to  show. 
The  second  opportunity  of  beating  them  in  detail  was 
given  to  the    Germans,  and   a  bloody  battle  was  the 
reauit.     The  PrusBJans  and  Bavarians  together  far  out- 
numbered   the  corps   of    MacMahon,   and  before   the 
French  Marshal  had  been  long  engaged  he  was  sending 
aide-de-camp  after  aide-de-canip  to   beg  help  from  De 
^^^      Failly.     The  distance  was  not  great  to  Bitache,  and  the 
^^^L    message  must  have  arrived  in  time  to  bring  the  needed 
^^H    help,  if  only  everything  had  been  ready.    But  here  again 
^^H    over-con Gde nee  had  prevailed.     One  French  corps  was 
^^^B    destroyed  before  the  other  catne  to  its  support.     People 
^^^^   who  saw  it  tt-ll  with  wonder  of  the  rush  of  MacMabon's 
^^^P    beaten  army  westward,  and  the  advance  of  angry  and 
^^^      nlmoat  incredulous  troops  coming  to  their  aid,  towards 
the  front.    It  was  too  late  to  renew  the  battle,  too  late  to 
save  the  fine  regiments  which  lay  strewn  over  the  fields 
at  Worth.     The   more  desperate  their  resistance,  the 
more  had  they  been  ukughtered,  and  at  Inat  there  bad 
been  a  sort   of  panic.     Frenchmen  are    bad   hands  at 
retreating  after  a  defeat.     The  fugitives   from  Wiirth 
re  in  great  disorder  as  they  passed  through  villages 


than  tea  miles  in  the  rear.  The  corps  of  Da 
Fftilly  could  only  hare  saerificed  itst'lf  useleasly  when 
once  MaL'Mahon's  soldiers  had  heeu  demoralized,  and 
to  have  fought  a  seeond  battle  of  Wtirth  would  have 
been  to  play  into  the  liauds  of  the  Crowu  Prince,  who 
would  like  nothiog  better  than  to  engage  the  whole 
French  army  in  detail,  and  beat  theiu  by  degrees. 
We  must  remember  that  he  is  the  better  general 
who  has  the  larger  force  present  in  the  nick  of 
time. 


The  battle  of  Wiirth  was  well  fought  during  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  both  by  MaeMalion  and  by 
the  BoUliers,  but  defeat  seems  to  have  quite  demoralized 
the  troops,  who  now  began  to  manil'est  a  spirit  which 
has  eince  been  frequently  displayed  in  their  ranks. 
Ou  the  evening  of  the  6th  they  fled  from  Worth,  as 
madly  ae  if  they  had  been  the  rawest  levies,  although 
they  were  feebly  pursued,  the  Crown  Priuce  apparently 
not  being  aware  of  the  greatness  of  the  advantage 
he  had  won.  About  3,000  of  them  took  refuge  in  Stras- 
burg,  where  their  arrival  spread  dismay.  At  Baveme, 
M.  Edmond  About  met  them, — "a  long  procession  of  lag- 
gards— Cuirassiers  without  cuirasseB,  fusiliers  without  gnns, 
horsemen  on  foot,  and  infantry  on  horseback.  A  real  cliarge 
of  retreating  Cuirassiers,  galloping  like  mad,  upset  my  horse 
in  the  ditch  and  broke  thu  springs  of  the  carriage."  The 
roads  in  all  directions  were  strewn  with  arnrs  and  knap- 
sacks. The  oflicers  had  tost  tiieir  authority,  or  rather  the 
trial  was  revealing  to  them  how  little  they  had  ever  had. 
The  Army  of  the  Empire  was  betraying  defects  which  had 
been  predicted  by  military  observers,  but  which  not  the 
less,  on  their  manifestation,  filled  intelligent  Frenchmen 
with  astonish tneot  and  alarm.     But  this  battle,  which  the 
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mlf ,  after  those  of  Keiclisbof^a  and  Froschweiler,  was 
I  not  the  only  cataatrophe  of  the  Any, 

f  the  disaster  of  Weissenburg,  reacliiD"  Metz 
L  on  the  5th,  indaceJ  the  Emperor  to  give  orders  to  General 
FrosBard,  commanding  the  Second  Army  Corps,  to  with- 
draw the  troops  which  had  occupied  the  heights  nbore 
Saarbruck  on  the  2nd.      There   are   woods  behind    Saar- 
bruck  as  dentie  na  those  behind  "Wei asen burg,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  Frossard's  corpa  lay  in  the  ralley  which 
extends  from  Sanrbruck  to  Forbach.    But  the  caution  which 
removed  the  Second  CorpB  only  a  mile  or  two  from  the 
enemy  did  not  induce  the  Emperor  to  send  up  the  Third 
I  or  Fourth  Corps  to  its  support.    On  the  morning  of  the  Gtb, 
I  tbe  leading  division  of  General  Sleinmetz'a  aniiyarrivcd  at 
Saarbruck   under   General  Von   Kamecke,  and  began  to 
reconnoitre.     The  weakneaa  of  this  corps  induced  Genera] 
Froasard  to  order  the  occupation  of  the  heights  of  Spicheren 
from  which  the  French  fired  on  the  advancing  Germans. 
These  heights,  rising  in  almost  perpendicular  accent  several 
hundred  feet  above  tbe  valley,  form  a  natural  fortress.    The 
hiUa  project  into  tbe  valley  like  so  many  bastions,  affording 
one  of  the  dtrongest  imaginable  positions  for  defence.    The 
I  utioo  began  in  enmeet  about  noon,  with  the  arrival  of 
^  the  Prussian  14th  division  of  General  Von  Goben'a  corps. 
The  French  occupied  the  heights  of  Spicheren  with  their 
entire  force,  and  during  the  action  a  division  from  Bazaine's 
corps  came  to  their  support. 

The  Prupi^iana  were  greatly  ootnnmbered,  but  Von 
Samecke,  knowing  that  other  corps  were  coming  up, 
did  not  hesitate  to  engage  the  enemy.  He  attacked  in 
front,  and  also  attempted  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the 
French  by  Styring,  but  was  uniformly  repulsed.  By  three 
o'clock  all  the  troops  of  bia  division  were  under  fire,  and 
hia  enterprise  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect.  But  other 
German    troops,    attracted    by  the    firing,    now  arrived. 
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At  first,  two  bnttcrjes  from  Von  Barneckow's  division  came 
up  nt  a  gnlloij,  followed  apeedily  by  the  infnnlry  and 
cavalry.  The  Stli  ilivisiott,  under  General  Sliilpunget,  be- 
loDging  to  Priui'e  Frederick  Cliarles'a  array,  liad  also  heard 
the  firing  at  Sulnbueb,  and  inarched,  guided  only  by  the 
sound  of  tbe  cannon.  Witb  tbese  forces  General  Von 
OiJben,  who  had  now  aaximied  the  command,  directed  s 
vigorous  attack  against  the  French  front,  especially  against 
the  wooded  portion  of  tbe  declivity.  Tbe  charge  was 
BuccesBful :  the  wood  was  occupied.  On  the  eouthera. 
skirts  of  tbe  wood  the  French  made  a  staiiJ,  and  wilb 
infantry,  cavnlry,  aud  artillery,  endeavoured  to  retrieve  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  Dut  the  Prussian  infnutry  were  im- 
movable. At  this  jnucture  theartilJery  of  the5th  Pruaaiaa 
diyisiou  rendered  good  service,  and  perfunncd  a  rare  feat. 
Two  batteries  literally  clambered  up  the  hiJla  of  Spichoren, 
by  a  narrow  aad  precipitous  mountain-path,  and  took 
part  in  repuising  the  enemy,  Frossard  then  attempted 
a  flank  attack  against  tbe  Prussian  left;  but  in  vain. 
A  fin:il  charge,  the  tliird  since  t])e  Prussians  entered  the 
wood,  was  now  made  hy  tbe  French  with  great  impetuosity ; 
but  the  Prussians  stood  firm,  and  General  Frossard,  seeing 
that  nothing  was  to  bo  gained,  ordered  a  retreat.  It  was 
a  sanguinary  action — glorious  for  the  Germans.  Fifty-two 
French  battalions,  with  tlis  artillery  of  an  entire  corps, 
stationed  in  an  almost  iioossailabte  position,  had  been  de- 
feated by  twenty-seven  Prussian  battalions,  supported  by  the 
artillery  of  one  divi^iou.  Before  this  action  it  might  bave 
been  said  that  the  Prussians  had  only  tbiigbt  when  they 
had  the  numerical  ads'autage:  the  battle  of  Forhach 
sbowed  that  they  bad  a  confidence  in  their  ability  to 
engage  suporior  numbers  with  success,  and  that  that  con- 
fidence was  justified.  The  battle  of  Worth  was  fought 
according  to  a  p  if  concerted  plan :  this  of  Forhach  ajipears 
act  to  have  been  appointed,  but  to  have  been  the  result  of 
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Von  Goben'fl  resolution  to  seize  aa  offL-red  ojiportuuity. 
Not  only  did  it  raise  the  reputatiou  of  the  Prusaian  iu- 

itry  and  artillei'y— tlie  grouud  was  too  dilliuult  for 
CUTulry  to  take  any  part  io  tlie  action — but  it  disclosed  the 
high  tneticu!  cupadty  of  tlie  German  commaoders,  who,  ia 
quick  and  cotiipreiitiiiaive  insigl)t,  and  power  over  all  the 
resoureea  and  instrumentalities  of  war,  showed  tiiemselvea 
greatly  superior  to  the  men  whom  the  Eaiperor  had  placed 
at  the  head  of  his  Army  Corps. 

The  retreat  of  the  French  from  Forbacli  faecatne  aaignal 
rout.  Baggage,  gnus,  taiasona,  camp  equipage,  all  wero 
abandoued  in  the  Riglit.  A  Fru^siaa  ditlsion  had  occupied 
Porbach,  and  thus  forcing  General  Frossard  off  the  direct 
road  to  M<!tK,  eonipelled  him  to  withdraw  to  the  south-west 
and  leave  the  road  to  St,  Avoid  open  to  the  enemy.  At 
the  close  of  tLe  day  Steiumetz  came  up,  but  neither  he  nor 
the  subordinate  Generals  wore  nnare  of  the  real  extent  of 
their  suecees,  or  prepared  to  follow  it  up.  The  road 
taken  by  the  French  in  tlieir  flight  was  blocked  by  numerous 
waggons  witb  proviaiona  and  clothing,  and  the  woods  were 
filled  with  stragglers,  wandering  about  in  a  purposeless  way. 
Among  the  spoils  of  the  day  were  several  railway  vans  full 
of  confectionery,  and  ten  daya  afterwardii  it  waa  easier  to 
obtain  a  hundredweight  of  sweetmeats  at  Forbach  than  a 
loaf  of  ordinary  bread.  So,  after  the  battle  of  Worth,  along 
irith  the  plan  of  the  catnpaiga,  a  number  of  ladies'  ward- 
robes had  become  the  prize  of  the  victor. 

Between  the  armies  routed  at  "Worth  and  Forbach  had  lain 
the  Fifth  Corpa,  that  of  DeFailly.  As  we  have  seen,  a  divi- 
sion of  this  corps  arrived  at  Kiederhron  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  Gth,  just  in  time  to  cover  the  retreat  of  Mai:Mahon'e 
broken  battalions  upon  Saveme.  Do  Failly,  however,  per- 
ceived that  the  defeats  on  both  sides  of  him  had  made  his 
position  untenable,  and  hia  corps  retreating  southwards  with 
tbe  greatest  precipitation,  was  lost  to  view  for  tea  of  the 
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most  critical  days  of  the  campaign.     M.Edraond  About  de- 
scribed at  fbe  time  the  effect  of  ita  sudden  appearance  at 
Saverne  on  Sunday,  the  day  after  the  battles  of  Worth  and 
Forbach :—"  A  false  ularm  was  raised,  the  Due  de  Magenta 
liad  the  ginirale  bent,  and    Saverne  believed   itself  lost. 
The  Fifth  Corps  had  arrived,  while  tbe  ofBcers  and  noldiers 
threw  themselves  on  the  road  to  Phalflburg,  three-quarters 
of  the  inhabitants  utterly  lost  themselves,  and  ruelied  into 
the  neighbouring  woods.     The  eiample— a  sad  eiample — 
was  given  them  by  the  gendarmes  and  the  sergents  de  ville. 
They  shut  the  shops,  threw  tlieir  furuiture  into  the  gutters; 
many  of  the  farraers  drove  their  beaets  before  them  u  in 
■           the  time  of  Abraham." 

i 

CUAPTEn  III. 


I  SIoNSAT,  August  8th,  will  long  be  rcinembered  hj  tbta 
1  generation.  Ou  the  morDing  uf  Ihnt  day  the  public  of 
\  Europe  and  Atneric'a  were  peremptorily  summoned  to  but- 

^r  that  belief  in  the  e^'seiiiiul  niilitury  Hiipeiiorily  of 
I  France  which  had  become  Dlmo^t  n  part  of  its  mental  roa- 
Btitution.       The    nena   from    Saurbrmk    aud   Derliit    was 
Burprising  —  that    from    Melz    was    olmoBl    ftupi^lj'ing. 
King  "William  aud  the  Crown  Prinee  hi.aBted  of  iLoui-ands 
.    of  priaonei^  tulioii,  and  eagica,  cannon,  Diitrailit-Ufes,  and 
t  esmp  equipage  captured;  but  these  did  not  iiiilf  to  niucb 
rimpreHS  the  public  mind  as  tlie  apologetic  aud  plaintive 
I  measngeH  tranemitted  from  Alelz  to  Paria  by  tlie  Einptror. 
Napoleon  knew  better  than  llie  enemy  the  extent  uf  ihe 
French  disaatera,  and  his  dcfpntciie^,  of  which   be   tele- 
graphed DO  fewer  than  five  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the 
7th,  were  solemn  as  a  knell.      The  fourth  of  the  series 
ended, — ''  The  retreat  ia  heijig  effected  in  good  order.     AU 
may  bo  regained  (_louf  peuf  «  ri'.abVtr). — Kapol»os."     In 
the  fifth  despatch  the  Emperor  siiid, — "In  or.k-r  to  sus- 
tain us  here,  it  is  necessary  Llmt  Paria  and  Fnmee  should 
consent  to  make  great  efi'orts  of  iiatriulism.      Thi'  iriiil  ia  a 
geriouB  one."     The  Council  of  Mi^iislers  at  Furis  i«»ued  a 
proclamation,  in  whicbthey  siiid.  "The  situation  ia  not  com- 
promised, but  the  enemy  ia  uu  our  territory,  and  a  eeriouH 
etlbrt  ia  tteceaHary."     Oa  receipt  of  the  first  tilegraia  at 
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FsriB  a  Ministerial  Council  was  summoned,  and  the  Em- 
press preeided  over  its  deliberations  at  five  o'elock  in  the 
morning.  On  the  day  berore,  Saturday  the  0th — the  dny  of 
Worth  and  Forbach — tlie  Parisians,  eiaaperated  at  the  news 
of  the  misfortune  at  Weissenburg,  bad  been  suddenly 
etartled  by  a  false  report  of  a  great  French  victory. 
MacMahon,  it  was  alleged,  had  retaken  Weisaenburg,  cap- 
tured siity  guns,  and  made  25,000  prisoners.  Among  the 
latter,  it  was  said,  waa  tbe  Crown  Prince,  who,  when 
brought  before  the  Emperor,  had  shot  hiraself.  For  an 
hour  and  a  half  the  frenzy  of  joy  was  uncontrollable.  Flags 
appeared  at  every  windovr,  opera  favourites  appeared  and 
sang  the  Marseillaise  in  tho  streets.  AVhen  the  falsehood 
of  the  rnmoui*  became  known,  the  population  gave  way  to 
excesses.  Such  was  the  preparations  of  the  Parisians  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  disastrous  events  which  were  at  that 
very  time  taking  place  on  the  Sauer  and  the  Saar. 

At  Metz  tho  excitement  of  the  heterogeneous  multitude 
which  bad  been  collected  tliere,  was  extreme.  A  Special 
Correspondent  of  the  Daili/  2fcws,  who  arrived  there  in  the 
midst  of  it,  wrote  on  the  7th  of  August: — 

I  reached  Metz  this  morning  at  six  o'clock  from  Nancy. 
Ou  my  alighting  at  the  Hotel  de  TEurope  I  immediately 
perceived  that  something  waa  going  wrong.  Tbo  scene 
at  the  hotel  presented  a  most  exciting  aspect.  The 
waggons  of  tho  EtatS' Majors,  which  for  several  days  had 
been  tilling  up  the  whole  courtyard,  were  being  got 
ready  for  leaving.  Tbe  officers  were  packing  up  their 
things  in  great  haste.  Some  of  them  seemed  very  busy 
giving  orders  ;  others  were  taking  breakfast  in  the  table- 
d'h6te  room;  others,  again,  seemed  ready  for  starting, 
and  were  discussiug  with  great  pOEsiou  the  issue  of  late 
events.     Though  I  waa  about  the  only  bourgeois  there. 
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and  saw  tbat  tlie  officers  loolced  at  mc  in  a  verj  stupi- 
cioua  sort  of  vaj,  I  did  not  stir  from  my  place.  I  bad 
not  been  aittiug  down  au  bour  at  the  cafe  before  the 
hotel,  wben  up  came  a  veterinary  oilieer  whom  I  Lad 
known  not  long  ago,  and  wlio  I  knew  to  belong  to 
General  Ladmimult'it  corps.  The  news  he  gave  me 
was  snSicIent  to  justify  the  terror  and  panic  one  read  in 
everybody's  face.  A  Ilecce  battle  bad  been  going  on 
.ce  Thursday.  The  rest  of  the  army  was  com- 
pletely en  difouta,  and  not  withstanding  the  valour  shown 
by  the  troops,  it  seemed  impossible  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Prussians.  The  TCJth  and  77tli  Eegiments 
of  the  Line  bad  kept  for  four  hours  their  position 
against  something  like  fifty  thousand  men.      One  regi- 

•  meut  of  Chasseurs  and  another  of  Cuirassiers  had  been 
completely  destroyed.  One  battalion  of  the  40th,  a, 
thousand  strong,  had  retired  with  105  men.  Of  the 
three  other  battalions,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  two  could  be  formed  with  only  one  officer  per  com- 
pany. As  to  the  feeling  in  the  whole  anny  against 
I  Genera!  MacMahon  and  the  leading  oSlcerB,  it  ia  some- 
thuig  tremendous.  "What  was  your  plan?  they  keep 
asking.  Why  weaken  our  forces  by  occupying  such  a 
long  line  when  the  euemy  was  only  a  few  miles  distant, 
and  it  would  bo  impossible  for  us  to  concentrate  at  a 
given  point  when  the  enemy  might  be  upon  us  at  every 
moment  ?  Why  march  agaicst  Saarbruck  when  the 
whole  army  was  not  yet  in  a  position  to  engage  in 
separate  battles?  Not  half  of  the  African  corps  had 
arrived.  Thousands  of  men  had  not  yet  joined  their 
regiments,  and  as  to  speaking  of  the  commissariat 
department,  it  has  proved  truly  inefficient.  It  is  not  a 
qnestion  of  time — it  is  a  question  of  military  organiza- 
tion. The  Prussian  system  is  so  easy  and  so  simple, 
D  3 
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country,  when  food  and  straw  and  hay,  and  all  that  is  re- 
quisite for  an  army,  ia  wanting  them  in  their  own  country  ? 
How  is  it  possible  that  the  general  ofEcers  immediately 
under  the  comniauders  of  thie  misL-rable  war  can  exe- 
cute with  Keal  and  with  punctuality  the  orders  they 
receive,  when  a  general  like  MacMahon  is  heard  to  say, 
after  hnring  fought  for  so  many  hours,  that  he  must  stop 
bet^auBL'  they  have  no  more  ammunition  P  The  fact  is, 
that  tlie  mornle  of  the  whole  army  has  greatly  suffered. 
"When  ou  the  field  of  battle,  Bohliera  will  never  lament 
much  at  sueing  a  regiment  returning  from  the  fight 
reduced  to  a  half  or  a  quarter  of  its  number,  as  long  as 
they  lire  assured  that  some  good  has  come  out  of  it. 
But  H'hen  they  perceive  tliat  valour  and  elan  are  useless 
before  au  enemy  who  only  acts  according  to  strict  stra- 
tegy, they  lose  their  spirit  s.  The  people  at  Melz  are  in 
a  most  eiciled  slate  of  mind.  They  have  not  one  man  in 
tiie  town,  and  the  Pruasiims  are  reported  to  have  occu- 
pied St.  Avoid,  which  is  only  about  fifteen  miles  from 
here.  Tlie  PrusBiana  have  now  the  line  to  Forbach,  aud 
have  taken  possession  of  it.  Same,  friends  of  mine  were 
at  the  railway  station  all  night  yesterday,  waiting  to  see 
the  arrival  of  the  wounded,  but  not  cue  appeared. 
Where  arelhey?  In  whose  hands?  Some  of  the  officers 
who  have  made  their  way  back  here,  say  ttey  lost  all 
their  ba  ggitge 
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Juat  ns  I  was  writing  I  heard  a  great  row  going  on  in  the 

courtyard.     I  went  down  and  eaw  that  the  gunrdu  ut  the 

I       gate  had  been  ordered  off.     The  serTants  were  putting 

I       the  officers'  bngijage  in  the  waggons,  and  they  all  eeenied 

to  be  in  a  great    hurry.     I  am  told  that  the  Emperor 

intends  removing  his  head-qiinrtcM,  perhaps  to  Nniicv, 

as  the    Prussians   appear   to    be   directing   themselves 

towards  that  town.     .     .     .     Great  eacitement  prevails. 

The  £ni|)eror's  carriage  and  horses  are  being  brought  to 

I       the  railway  station. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  same  Correspondent 
wrote : — 

Newspaper  correspondents  seem  to  be  feared  more  than  the 
Prussians  themselves.  I  closed  my  letter  this  morning 
saying  that  I  intended  going  to  the  railway  station,  and 
perhops  seeing  the  Emperor  olT.  As  I  left  the  hotel  I 
met  Jlr.  Simpson,  of  the  UluflraUd  London  News,  and 
I  Hr.  I>rayhewandhissDn(af  the  C/uie),  who,  like  myself, 
I  were  going  to  the  railway  slatfon.  As  we  walked  along 
ftnd  saw  the  Emperor's  carriages  and  baggage  being  put 
on  waggonx,  we  bi'gan  talking  about  the  war  and  the 
latest  -Dewa  that  had  arrived.  Mr.  Simpson  said  he 
thought  the  scene  before  us  so  picturesque  that  he  would 
take  a  sketch  of  it.  Accordingly  he  drew  out  of  his 
pocket  his  note-book,  and  began  sketching  one  of  the 
Emperor's  carriages.  We  saw  a  lot  of  soldiers  sur- 
rounding us,  but  took  no  notice  of  them.  A  few  minutes 
afterwards,  an  artillery  officer  in  white  trousers  and  blue 
jacket  came  up  to  ua,  and  looking  very  hard,  said ; — 
"  One  of  these  gentlemen  was  sketching  something. 
May  I  see  what  it  was?  "  Mr.  Simpaon  took  out  of  Lis 
pocket  the  book,  and  showed  it  to  him,  The  officer 
examined  it,  be  looked  round,  and  in  a  moment  we  found 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  some  fifty  artillerymen.     "  A  la 


88 


WAR  CORRESPONDENCE. 


[CB 


placf,"  cried  tlie  officer,  upon  which  the  soldiorB  got  liolj 
of  UB,  and  informed  ub  that  we  were  their  prisoners. 
"  Whut  for  ?  "  ashed  I.  "  Ah  !  le  villain  espiou  Pruasien 
Tous  VGrrez,"wns  tlie  satisfactory  answer  I  got.  Tho 
officer  was  leadini;  tho  way,  and  to  have  seen  him  wilkins; 
so  proudly  hefore  us,  one  would  hnve  thought  that, 
instead  of  liavinp;  got  liold  of  u?,  he  had  taken  one  of 
tho  enemy's  batteries.  On  our  entering  the  town,  a  great 
crowd  began  to  nssemble.  People  came  rmiiiing  from 
every  side  street,  and  the  crowd  swelled  to  such  an  extent 
that  before  we  reached  the  Cathedral  Square  it  had  growa 
to  Bonietliing  like  three  thousand  persona.  It  was  witb 
the  greatest  dilBciilty  the  soldiers  could  defend  us  from 
being  torn  to  pieces.  "  Tue  les,"  cried  every  one ; 
"L'eRpion,  I'espion ;  justice,  justice!"  I  am  sure  that 
if  we  had  had  to  walk  another  five  niinutea,  not  one  of 
us  would  have  been  saved.  However,  thank  G-od,  we 
reached  the  jilace,  and  were  thrown,  all  safe,  into  the 
guard-room — a  room  measuring  ten  square  feet.  The 
officer  who  was  in  charge  of  the  place  ordered  a  picket 
of  men  to  be  placed  before  the  door  to  prevent  the  crowd 
lireaking  in,  but  all  the  precautions  taken  did  not  prevent 
two  or  tlirce  men  in  blouses  rushing  in  and  insulting  us 
most  grossly.  There  was  no  help  for  it ;  we  were  spies, 
and  deserved  to  be  punialied  accordingly.  Wo  waited 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  in  came  a  colonel  with 
several  other  ofiicers.  Not  one  of  them  addressed  us  in 
French,  hut  in  German,  and  our  not  answering  in  German 
was  sufficient  to  prove  that  we  were  Prussians,  and  pre- 
tended not  to  be  so.  We  answered  all  the  questions 
addresaed  to  us,  showed  our  passports,  but  nothicg  seemed 
to  satisfy  them.  Mr.  Simpson's  note-book  was  evidently 
n  most  aggravating  circumstance.  The  cnrringe  was  not 
a  carriage ;  it  was  a  plan  of  the  fortress  of  Jfetz.  Wo 
voited  very  patiently  for  on  hour  of  to,  asked  the  meu 
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Ml  guard  if  thej  would  allow  U3  to  eeud  a  note  to  Grcneral 
St.  Sauveur;  but  the?  would  allow  nothiug  of  the  kind. 
The  door  was  flnng  open,  aod  in  came  a  geotlemau  witli 
a  red  ribbon  on  his  coat,  and  looking  as  white  as  aghoat, 
Ooe  would  have  said  he  had  gouc  mad  by  the  way  be 
went  013.  He  told  the  officer  who  had  quoationed  ua  not 
to  leave  ua  on  any  account,  as  be  had  sufficient  proofs  in 
bis  bands  to  prove  that  we  were  a  set  of  spies.  "  That 
gentleman  there,"  said  be,  pointing  at  Mr.  Maybew, 
"  came  tbe  other  day  to  my  office  and  bought  three 
copies  of  the  Journal  de  la  Motellc  (the  speaker  being 
the  editor  of  that  paper).  Now,  who  on  earth  but  a  spy 
■would  come  to  a  newspaper  office  and  buy  three — do  jou 
hear  me— three  copies  of  one  paper  ?  "  The  readers  of 
tbe  Daily  News  will  of  themselves  understand  that  it 
was  very  difficult  for  us  to  know  what  to  say  in  our 
defence  when  our  passports  and  papers  were  not  of  tho 
slightest  use,  aud  the  fact  tliat  one  of  ns  bad  bought 
three  copies  of  one  journal  vras  a  sufficient  reason  to 
shoot  us  for  being  spies.  After  many  eipSanations  we 
induced  one  of  the  officers  to  take  a  note  to  General 
St.  Sauveur,  explaining  to  biat  the  mess  we  had  got  into, 
and  asking  him  to  say  a  word  in  our  favour.  We  waited 
Bome  time,  and  then  the  officer  caroe  back  with  an  order 
from  tbe  general  to  liberate  the  English  journalists. 
The  editor  of  Le  Journal  de  la  Moselle  began  to  apolo- 
gize for  bis  conduct  towards  as,  saying  that  he  had  acted 
thna  because  the  state  of  his  country  required  every 
citizen  to  do  bis  duty.  As  the  crowd  had  beea  increas- 
ing before  tbe  house,  and  nobody  could  have  persuaded 
thera  that  we  were  not  dpies,  the  officer  suggested  we 
should  remain  locked  up  tUI  late.  However,  after  one 
hour  had  elapsed,  aud  the  people  seemed  to  be  more 
calm,  we  thought  we  might  as  well  take  tbo  chance  and 
go  to  the  hotel.    Tbe  editor  aud  two  other  gcatlemea 
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left  tlie  gunrd-liuu'e  witli  u\  aad  proteecied  to  leave  the 
place.  But  oa  our  nppeariug  in  the  etreet  tbe  people 
be^jan  shouting  a»  loud  aa  ever,  and  pushing  the  soldiers 
in  ohIlt  to  ffit  hoU  of  us.  I  heard  the  editor  shouting, 
"  They  are  f'rieuda !  They  are  friends  !  "  but  I  don't  know, 
I  am  suri',  what  happejied  ufter.  I  found  myself  aguin  in 
the  guard- room,  togi-llier  with  Mr.  Muyhew  aud  his  sod, 
Mr.  Simpson  having  escaped  all  xafe.  We  were  talking 
amongst  ourselves,  of  coun^e  in  English,  when  a  man  in 
ft  blouse,  and  who,  I  know  not  why,  had  never  left  the 
place,  went  up  to  the  olTii^cr  commanditig,  and  said  that 
he  had  been  lir>teniiig  to  our  conversation,  and  that  we 
had  been  speaking  tJermnn  all  tbe  time.  This  myste- 
rious man,  who  was  allowed  to  say  anything  he  thought 
proper,  and  whenever  Kft  us  for  a  momeut,  not  with - 
Blsiiiling  that  he  was  repeatedly  ordered  to  do  so  by  tbe 
geni-ral,  was  looking  at  ua  in  a  most  ferocious  way.  Ou 
our  Bi-king  whether  lliere  wa«  another  door  by  which  we 
could  have  gone  i.ff  wiihout  waiting  there  ao  long,  we 
were  informed  that  we  cuuld  not  go  until  General 
Coffiiiicre,  the  general  commanding  in  Metz,  had  eeen 
us,  and  lind  given  a  spei-iiil  order.  I  must  confess 
we  were  beginrimg  to  gtt  a  little  tired  of  it.  General 
CofEiiiSre,  a  tall,  fitie  man,  with  while  moustaches, 
finally  arrived.  Tiie  same  t-tury  of  questioning  and  cross- 
queaiioning  began  all  over  ngain.  The  CommiBuaire  de 
Police,  with  another  man,  was  introduced  in  order  to 
examine  the  validity  of  onr  passports.  On  my  showing 
llie  oue  I  posvesseil,  and  which  had  been  given  me  by 
Sir  AugUiitiis  Paget  only  ten  days  before,  on  my  leaving 
Florence,  the  Commissaire  took  it  up,  made  a  roll  of  ii, 
and  snid  it  was  a  false  one,  and  even  if  it  were  a  good  ODe 
it  was  worth  nothing,  fur  it  did  not  prove  that  it  was  my 
own.  Tlie  gfueral  sat  himself  ou  the  small  tiible,  and 
knocking  bis  stick  on  tbe  wooden  jiavement,  asked  what 
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lutd  become  of  the  Eketvliiiig  gentlemnn  ntid  bis  note' 
book.  When  he  was  told  that  Mr.  Simpson  had  gone 
aS,  be  went  into  a  desperate  paitaion,  and  blew  the 
colonel  up,  saying  that  uo  ordera,  not  even  those  of  the 
Emperor  biiriself,  were  to  have  been  executed  without  hia 
knowing  of  them  ;  that  he  waa  responsible  for  the  safety 
of  Metz.  He  then  looked  at  ua  in  the  face,  and,  addreas- 
iug  the  officers,  police  agents,  and  men  in  blouaea  who 
aurroimUed  him,  said,  "  Gentlemen,  yon  know  that  Metz 
u  iu  a  state  of  siege,  nnd  therefore  no  longer  under  the 
common  law.  We  have  been  too  humane,  too  noble- 
hearted,  too  generona.  Whilst  the  Frnssians  have 
committed  the  most  horrible  crimes  agaioat  inoffensive 
Frenchmen  and  other  officers,  we  have  suffered  the 
enemy  to  abuse  our  generosity,  nnd  this  is  the  gratitude 
we  receive.  But  it  muat  stop  ouce  for  ever.  It  is  a  hiird 
thing,  but  the  law  gives  me  the  right  to  alioot  any  otie 
I  choose  iu  the  market  square;  and  an  example  must  be 
given,  or  we  shall  never  Lave  peace."  "  Bravo,  General ! 
bravo,  Commander!"  cried  all  of  them  in  a  chorus. 
The  man  iu  a  blouse  left  the  room,  and  in  a  second  the 
whole  square  echoed  with  cries  of  "  Bravo,  le  G^ni^ral ! " 
"  Mort  aux  espions '.  "  As  I  felt  pretty  safe  that  M.  le 
Geneml  would  think  twice  before  making  his  experiment 
on  au  Euglish  subject,  I  enid  frankly,  that  what  be 
had  beeu  saying  was  all  uooaenae,  and  that  when  we 
might  prove  who  we  were,  and  why  we  were  in  Metz,  it 
was  an  absurd  thing  insisting  any  longer.  "  But  your 
papers P"  said  the  General;  ""  have  you  nothing  else  but 
your  passport?"  I  told  hitn  that  my  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  the  head-quarters  had  from  some  mysterious 
cause  never  reached  me,  and  could  only  show  some  tele- 
grams I  hod  received,  and  the  sight  of  which  was 
sufficient  to  clear  up  everything.  "Well,"  said  the 
Oeneral,  "  I  ought  to  ask  you  to  give  a  satisfactory 
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account  of  yourself  within  three  hours;  I  shall  give  yoa 
four-and-twenty  hours;  but  I  must  tell  you  one  thing 
— if  you  succeed  iu  getting  off,  you  must  leave  this 
immediately,  for  we  won't  stand  it  to  have  people  here 
amongst  us  who  keep  writing  against  France,  and  favour- 
ing the  cause  of  Prussia.  You  say  you  are  the  corre-  ■ 
spondent  of  the  Daily  Ifeira,  eh  ?  " — "  Tea,  sir." — "  All 
right.     Good  day,  gentlemen,"  and  off  he  went. 

We  Lad  led  the  way,  and  now  every  moment  a  new  spy 
was  got  hold  of.  One  of  them,  the  correspondent  of  the 
Journal  Uluetree,  was  in  a  very  bad  state  indeed.  His 
coat  had  been  torn  to  pieces,  and  tbey  had  attempted  to 
strangle  him.  The  poor  man  was  walking  the  street  very 
peacefidly,  carrying  a  little  dog  with  him,  when  a  lot  of 
people  dashed  upon  him,  and  would  have  murdered  him 
had  it  not  been  for  several  officers  who  did  their  best  to 
save  him.  He  cared  little  for  himself,  but  he  was  in  a 
most  awful  way  about  bis  dog,  aud  offered  any  sum  of 
money  if  they  would  bring  it  back  to  him.  It  was  the 
most  ludicrous  thing  in  the  world  to  hear  the  olScera 
questioning  bim,  and  his  answering  only,  "  Oh !  mou 
petit  chien,  mon  jietit  ehien  I  " 

Another  hour  passed,  when  two  oflicers  of  the  Staff 
walked  into  the  room  and  informed  us  that  we  were  at 
liberty  to  go  when  we  liked.  One  of  them,  the  Vicomto 
de  Takourt,  who  spoke  English  very  well,  eipressed  his 
most  sincere  displeasure  at  what  had  taken  place,  and 
hoped  we  would  understa  nd  that  it  was  not  owing  to  any 
bad  feeling  towards  anybody,  but  only  as  a  measure  of 
precaution.  The  officer  gave  the  necessary  instructions 
to  the  sergeant  who  had  charge  of  us  that  wo  might  be 
let  free,  aud  left  us  on  the  moat  amicable  terms.  It  was 
getting  near  aii,  and  we  decided  on  goiug.  To  our  great 
aurprise  the  man  in  tlie  blouae  stopped  us,  and  said 
that  wo  were  not  Iree  to  go,  and  could  not  leave  until 
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xitten  orders  liad  been  given  to  the  colonel.  >Ve  were 
quite  tired  of  it;  we  had  been  there  nearly  bik  hourf, 
And  certainly  the  place  was  nnythiDg  but  comfortable. 
But  there  waa  no  lielp  for  it.     Another  half-hour  elapsed, 

»«hen  at  last  a  major  of  the  StalF  came  and  took  ub  to 
our  hotel,  leaving  the  peoplp,  who  could  make  nothing 
of  it,  very  much  disappointed.  "We  are  all  off  to-night 
for  Nancy. 

One  of  the  first  measures  which  showed  the  world 
that  the  German  commander-in-chief  believed  he  had 
troops  enough  to  pursue  the  Imperbl  army,  and  to  spare, 
ma  the  detacliment  of  a  Badiah  corps  to  lay  siege  to  the 
great  fortress  of  Strasburg.  "When,  in  the  third  week  of 
August,  General  TJhrich,  the  comiDondant  of  Strasburg,  was 
summoned  to  surrender,  few  persons  believed  that  General 
Moltke  really  intended  to  detach  an  army  for  an  enterprise 
■o  Berious  as  the  reduction  of  a  first-clasa  fortress.  About 
9,000  Mobile  Guards,  a  regiment  of  the  line,  and  aome 
aedentsry  National  Guards,  formed  the  garrison  of  the  place 
on  the  Gtb  of  August.  On  the  evening;  of  that  day,  however, 
■everal  thonsand  fugitives  from  ftlacMahon's  army  fled 
thither,  throwiug  the  inhabitants  into  a  complete  panic. 
StoaBands  of  the  inhabitants  left,  rather  than  expose 
themselves  to  the  horrors  of  a  siege,  but  the  vast  majority 
Temained  to  Gtrengthcn  the  hands  of  General  TJhrich,  and 
protract  an  obstinate  resistance. 

The  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia,  vrlth  the  bulk  of  his 
Third  Army,  pursued  his  way  towards  Champagne,  throngli 
the  ToBges,  by  Ober-Modern,  as  soon  as  he  had  repaired 
Ins  losses  at  Worth.  The  Special  Correspondent  of  the  £ai7y 
Jfewt  with  the  Crown  Prince  wrote,  ou  the  11th  of  August : — 

There  baa  been  a  shifting  of  quarters  from  village  to 
village  since  1  last  wrote ;  indeed,  the  army  of  the  Crown 
Prince  is  so  active  that  this  shifting  of  quarters  is  an 
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sliiioBt  daily  ocfurreiice.  Every tbiug in  doua  in  perfect  order. 
TLe  carrifli^ea  are  told  off  in  a  slow  moving  column,  witii 
mounted  troopera  at  iutervaU  to  regulate  the  line  of 
niartli,  aud  when  all  are  placed  there  is  a  halt  of  a  few 
minutes  to  allow  the  Pribc-e  aud  hia  Staff  to  paaa.  Well 
may  the  villngers  Btare  at  the  show,  tor  they  are  not 
likely  to  see  again  bo  many  fine  horses  and  bright 
uuifornis.  Old  and  young  crowd  the  wayside  as  Hta 
Ilighuess  goes  by,  and  dolT  their  caps  reBpeetfidly,  but 
without  any  sign  of  welcome.  It  is  curious  to  see  these 
Germaa  FrenchmcD,  or  rather  these  GalHcized  Germanii, 
dealing  with  the  iuvadtra.  The  power  of  understanding 
one  another  makes  their  intercourse  much  lesa  diaagree- 


,  nevertheless,  there 
.mong  the  Alsatian 
to  the  conscription, 
n  the  I'rencb  Army. 
u  all  speak  a  little 


able  than  might  he  supported.  Yet, 
is  a  strong  sympathy  with  France  e 
peasauta,  because  they  have,  thanks 
such  a  number  of  their  soua  serving  i 
I  notice  tliat  the  youuger  folks  cai 
French,  though  they  answer  the  question  of  the  solclie 
"  Parlea  vous  Olinasepfit?"  with  a  aeotentioUB  "  Keiu," 
which  seems  to  imply  utter  ignorance  of  the  language 
referred  to.  Poor  souls !  they  are  very  mucb  frightened 
by  this  astounding  invasion,  aud  make  the  most  of  their 
rough  Alsatian  dialect,  as  a  means  of  propitiating  the 
new  ond  dreaded  invaders  of  theEnjpire.  I  must  aay, 
in  justice  to  the  German  troops,  t'-.at  this  dread  of  the 
invaders  is  founded  on  a  notion  of  what  might  be,  rather 
than  on  what  really  happens.  Beyond  compulsory 
»erviee  in  country  wapgi>ns  to  carry  wounded  men,  or 
loads  of  hay,  and  compulsory  sales  of  provisions  to  the 
military  authorities,  there  ia  little  to  complain  of.  It  ia 
as  with  Wellington's  Army  in  Southern  France  in  181-i, 
rather  than  as  with  the  Allied  .\rmies  in  that  memorable 
year.  No  invasion  can  be  pleasant  to  the  conquered 
people,  but  this  one  of  1870  ia  conducted  on  the  humane 
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priDciples  of  modern  warfare.  The  Crown  Priuce  of  Prussia 
haa  resolved  to  strike  only  at  the  French  Government, 
UDd  Dt  the  armed  forces  which  oppose  him,  and  to  spare 
as  far  na  possible  the  uofortuaate  people  who  iuhabit  the 
scene  of  hoHtilities. 

And  BO  this  strange  Hurpriso  to  Europe,  this  invaaion  of 
France  within  three  weeks  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
goes  ateadily  forward  wjtli  aU  imaginable  j^rccaution. 
Railway  liuea  are  reopened,  telegraph  lines  are  laid  down, 
and  a  swarm  of  German  Iroopa  poura  over  the  frontier. 
How  strong  the  invading  furee  will  be  in  three  days' 
time  it  is  better  not  to  say.  But  Napoleon  runs  great 
risk  of  findiog  himself  oq  a  field  of  Leipaic  when  he 
makes  his  final  stand.  Tiiere  h.is  never  been  such  a 
concentration  of  troops  in  the  world's  history  as  this 
of  the  German  armies  in  1870.  I  apoke  more  than 
once  of  their  tremendous  e (Torts  to  send  forward  soldiers 
from  Berlin,  and  even  from  the  farthest  extremity  of 
Eastern  Prussia.  I  was  in  3t.  Petersburg  when  war  was 
declared,  and  as  I  travelled  westward  could  see  but 
one  great  mustering  of  soldiers  and  Landwohr  men 
from  Kouigsberg  to  the  Kbine.  In  Berlin  and  in 
Saiony,  in  Bavaria,  Wurtemberg,  and  Baden,  the 
country  was  all  alive  with  armed  men.  The  railway 
officials  worked  like  galley  slaves,  the  telegraph  was 
never  idle,  and  in  a  fortnight  all  was  safe.  TJien  the 
chances  began  to  favour  Germany.  More  and  more 
troops  were  ready  with  eat:h  succeeding  day.  Bavarians 
were  as  ready  as  Prussians,  iSoutli  Germany  aa  ready  as 
the  Northern  Confederation,  and  France,  which  had 
sought  the  contest,  was  completely  outstripped.  It  was 
almost  as  though  some  young  blood  in  a  public  garden 
should  fix  a  quarrel  on  a  quiet-looking  professional 
pugilist,  and  get  a  tremendous  thrashing  for  his  pains. 
France  entered  gaily  and  fiercely  into  the  struggle,  with 
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splendid  aoldiem,  but  witU  no  thorough  preparation.  She 
was  avowedly  the  weaker  of  the  two  in  point  of  mere 
numbers.  I  know  that  a  good  many  people  at  home, 
who  delight  in  sweeping  analogies,  will  be  talking  about 
Celtic  weakness  and  Oothic  streugtii,  or  eocnething  of 
that  kind.  But  the  brave  Prussian  army  and  its  Southern 
comrades  of  Worth  and  Weissenburg  deserve  more  credit 
than  that  of  being  Goths.  They  have  beaten  an  antago- 
nist who  was  worthy  of  them.  Marshal  IklacMahan  was 
no  mean  commander,  and  his  troops  behaved  like  men. 
When  I  saw  the  field  of  Worth,  the  heaps  of  bodies,  and 
the  long  trains  of  wounded  prisoners,  I  felt  that  France 
had  no  cause  to  blush  for  that  disastrous  day.  [The 
Zouaves  by  thickly  where  ey  had  stood,  and  the 
brigade  of  Cuirassiers  was  almost  anBihtlated.  It  needed 
no  theories  about  this  or  that  race  to  explain  the  scene. 
The  French  commander  had  been  out-gen eralled  by  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Prussia,  insomuch  that  His  Highness 
had  brought  a  large  number  of  Germans  to  bear  on  a 
email  number  of  Frenchmen,  and  the  French  had  been 
overpowered  by  tbe  cool,  determined  Germans,  who  had 
taken  trouble  to  master  their  breech -loading  tactics. 
What  can  we  tliink  of  an  organization  which  is  rash 
enough  to  send  Cuirassiers  against  an  infantiy  tbat  baa 
tbe  needle-gun  ?  Tet  this  last  act  of  madness  was  per- 
formed by  the  French.  We  can  boast  of  doing  more 
mischief  at  Balaclava;  but  this  cbarge  of  steel-clad 
horsemen  into  a  vineyard  full  of  infantry  was  a  wJId 
act  of  self-destruction.  I  hear  that  the  Cuirassiers  were 
nearly  all  killed  or  taken,  and  certainly  the  number 
of  dead  horses  and  men,  of  breastplates  and  brass 
helmets  scattered  about,  look  like  a  fearful  loss  on  their 
part.  The  fact  is  that  tbe  French  committed  two  signal 
blunders — they  underrated  their  enemy,  and  trusted  to 
worn-out  tactics  against   modern  improvements.    Tliat 
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-day  of  Worth  was  glorious  for  Germany  because  it  was  a 
triumph  of  patient  preparation,  as  much  as  for  the  high 
courage  shown  by  the  Germao  troops. 

rrora  their  first  massing  of  forces  near  "Weissenburg,  and 
surprise  of  that  position,  to  the  present  moment,  when 
they  are  well  advanced  into  French  territory,  the  Ger- 
man armies  have  been  the  better  prepared.  Tliey  came 
on  from  Weissenburg  to  Worth  with  a  superior  force, 
broke  up  the  corps  of  MacMahon  in  a  single  battle,  and 
have  pasbed  steadily  forward  against  the  right  flank  of 
the  French  line.  We  do  not  know  esactly  how  far 
Napoleon's  subjects  may  be  rallying  to  his  support, 
but  in  these  days  of  drenching  rain  wo  are  consoled  by 
feeling  that  his  Imperial  Majesty's  plans  of  invasion 
must  be  now  exchanged  for  a  very  cautious  system  of 


Oa  the  12th  of  August  the  same  Correspondent  wrote  : — 

The  movement  of  troops  is  incessant,  though  no  one  is 
told  whither  they  are  going  ;  and  with  each  advance  the 
Pruasians  bring  forward  their  Ftld-Fost  and  their  military 
telegraph.  A  more  perfect  system  of  organization  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine.  The  columns  of  provisions  creep  like 
great  serpents  over  the  country  ;  the  active  detachments 
of  telegraph  men  push  on  with  their  light  poles  set  up  at 
intervals,  and  their  slowly  decreasing  coit  of  wire ;  and 
the  field  post-otfice  brings  letters  to  the  different  divisions. 
From  side  to  side  for  many  a  mile  the  whole  country  is  on 
the  move.  Nowaregiment  of  cavalry  goes  by,  with  infinite 
jingling  of  harness  and  clattering  of  hoofs.  Now  the 
bayonets  of  the  infantry  shine  out  among  the  trees,  or 
.  there  is  an  interminable  train  of  guns  dragged  past.  I 
I  fancy  that  the  villagers  are  simply  astounded  at  what  they 
and  think  that  all  Germany  is  upon  them.  "  All  of 
I  va  here  ?"    The  soldiers  laugh,  and  tell  of  the  other  two 
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great  armies  which  are  invading  Frniice.  There  is  muck 
loss  of  the  fierte  nsaertion  of  nntionality  among  the  Ger- 
mantt  since  they  have  won,  and  much  Icaa  talk  of  going  to 
Paris,  now  that  going  there  is  quite  on  the  earda.  Every- 
body is  in  high  spirits,  which  exhaustion  of  driiikublea 
and  torrents  of  rain  cannot  diminieh.  The  Fatherland 
is  quite  safe ;  the  war  has  scarcely  troubled  a  single 
German  village — not  one  in  this  ]iart  of  the  line — and, 
raiu  as  it  may,  the  men  are  thoroughly  cheerful.  They 
will  be,  as  our  lada  exjirces  it,  "  bad  to  beat  in  their  next 
engagement." 

France  is  not  properly  fortified  for  a  war  with  united 
Germany.  These  Utile  places,  which  hold  a  few  hundred 
men,  and  did  well  enough  in  old  times,  are  useless 
against  modern  artillery.  There  is,  for  instance,  an 
ancient  fortress  among  wood-covered  hills — a  quaint 
picturesque  atronghold  cf  Alsace  called  La  Petite  Pierre. 
Once  upon  a  time  it  wsis  much  esteemed  as  a  check  to 
an  invader  coming  through  the  Vo.'ges.  But  now  it  is 
ab.mdoned  without  firing  a  phot.  The  black  and  whita 
colours  of  Prussia  wave  over  the  citadel,  and  a  quantity 
of  military  atores  have  been  captured  therein.  I  made 
a  long  eicnrsion  a  few  days  ago  in  that  direction,  and 
am  allowed  to  describe  the  forlress  all  the  more  readily 
that  the  French  are  supposed  to  know  everything  about 
it.  There  is  an  inner  and  an  outer  fort,  with  an  un- 
finished curtain  connecting  them,  and  with  new  palisades 
erected  to  defend  the  approaches.  The  foundation  rests 
on  a  solid  rock,  which  ia  very  steep  to  the  westward,  and 
an  old  drawbridge  cuts  off  all  communication  with  the 
outer  works.  It  is  a  place  that  ought  not  to  be  defended 
unleHs  the  inliabitanta  were  first  eipelled,  for  every 
house  would  be  down  in  six  hours  wLen  once  the  can- 
nonade began.     I  doubt  whether  it  could  be  held  at  all 
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if  really  heavy  guns  w 


lught  into  play.     But  it  waa 
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^^|«ot  ready  for  defence    wlien   the    PrusainiB    cnnie.    The 
^^K       outer  and  tnoreimportaDt  work  was  uiilitiislied.     There- 
^^U       fore  La  Petite  Pierre  itae  abnDtlonctl,  to  the  great  n-iicf 
^^P       of  its  inhiLbitnuts,  who  hud  feared  destruction,  and  the 
PrusMQUB  quietly  niflrcht-d  in.     Kow,  if  a  stroug  furt,  say 
an  ironclad  tower,  had  been  upon  this  hill  of  which  I 
Bpeak,  the  Crown  Prince    muat  have  eent  heavy  guns 
ngainet  it.     I  do  Dot  Bay  that  any  mere  fort  by  a  road- 
side would  hinder  the  German  invawoii,  but  thia  little 
fortresB  of  La  Petite  Pierre,  among  its   wood-cover»jd 
bills,  illuHtratea  two  points  of  the  Frenclimen'u  unreadi- 

•  nesB  for  thia  strange  upsetting  of  all  thuir  plans— tirst, 
the  fort  was  olJ-faahioned  and  insufficient ;  secondly',  it 
waa  not  eijiiipped  for  defence. 

On  the  14th  tlie  same  Correspondent  wrote,  on  the  marcli 
throiigh  Lorraine : — 

The  brillisnt  Staff  comes  out  of  the  village  in  the  midst 
of  wondering  rustics,  and  the  long  train  of  head-quarters' 
carriages  and  waggons  follon'  steadily  behind.  We 
cannot  realize  our  being  conquered  by  anybody;  ho 
it  is  better  to  fancy  ourselves  the  conquerors,  and  to 
trot  forth  in  the  early  morning  with  light  hearts  on  the 
track  of  our  victorious  army.  Do  nut  imagine  that  we 
are  the  flrst  to  lead  the  way.  That  might  do  all  very 
well  in  times  of  Knighls-ermiit  and  Crusaders,  when  the 
''trusty  glaive  "  was  always  at  band.  But  in  tim?»  of 
needle-guns  and  organized  warfare  the  head-qunrti^ra 
comes  behind  a  mass  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  «lii::h 
ronUea  it  quite  aeeure.  It  ia  only  in  great  battles  or 
sudden  movements  of  some  sort  that  the  Stuff  would 
come  ¥ery  near  the  enemy.  On  ordinary  marebcs  they 
are  in  the  rear  of  a  large  force.  I  think  that  the  French 
know  this,  BO  1  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about  telling 
it.     Thi-re  are   the   Light  Cavalry,  the  Dragoons,  and 
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lisncerB.  scattered  over  tlie  country  in  our  front.  Then 
come  bodies  of  infantry,  aupported  by  giuiB,  and  at  a 
good  diatanco  from  the  front  comes  tbe  bead-quarters 
itself,  witb  its  field  telegrapb  and  poat-ofEcc — a  perfect 
centro  of  military  civilisation.  T!je  peasanta  aro  very 
curious  to  Bee  the  great  people  of  tbe  army  ride  forth, 
and  gather  by  hundreds  at  tbe  wayside.  We  hava 
fancied  ourselves  following  tbia  gay  troop  of  boraemeri,  for 
which  all  make  way.  Let  ua  pass  on  tlirougb  tbe  villago 
and  look  round  ua  as  we  come  into  tbe  open  country. 
Those  men  under  the  trees  yonder  are  Lancers  watching 
the  field  telegraph.  That  dark  mass  of  boraea  and 
waggona  creeping  along  tbe  road  is  a  column  of  ammu- 
nition moving  towards  tbe  front.  There  are  tbe  siittlers' 
carts  following  tbe  army  resolutely  wherever  it  may  go, 
and  there  are  tbe  peaannta,  pressed  into  tbe  aernce  witb 
their  cattle,  bringing  loada  of  hay  for  tbe  cavalry  horses. 
It  ia  not  quite  what  we  should  wish  for  ourselvea — the 
being  pressed  into  a  service,  even  for  the  pay  which  tbe 
men  will  get.  But  aucb  ia  war,  and  they  may  tbinfc 
tbemselves  lucky  to  be  no  worse  otf.  They  are  not 
afraid  of  their  invadera — at  least  not  very  much  afraid — 
as  we  Bee  by  those  peasant  girla  who  stand  chatting  with, 
tbe  drivers  of  tbe  artillery  waggona.  Nevertheless,  we 
would  rather  not  be  invaded  ourselves,  and  we  will  take 
tbe  point  of  view  of  mere  abatractiona,  of  shadows  gliding 
along  the  road.  Forward  from  village  to  village; 
forward  from  one  column  to  another ;  we  glide  to  the 
front  and  End  the  Lancer  outposts  approaching  the 
enemy  witb  care.  They  look  aharply  about  them.  It  is 
no  joking  matter  to  be  shot  through  the  bead ;  and 
behind  that  clump  of  trees,  junt  in  front  of  them,  they 
have  a  glimpse  of  Trench  uniforms.  Very  cautiously 
they  advance-  Now  vre  see  the  Frenchmen  slowly 
winding  their  way  up  au  opposite  hill,  and  in  ten  rainutea 
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ore  the  Lancers  are  in  the  Tillage  below.  Tbey  want 
food,  they  want  forage  for  their  horses  ;  ■tbey  ask  eagerly 
after  liquor  of  any  HOrt.  But  when  we  think  of  old 
world  wars,  this  first  arrival  of  the  invaders  aeems  a  mild 
aSair.  The  Staff  need  not  be  ashamed  to  ride  to  the 
front,  for  tley  will  discover  Uttlc  more  tliau  stnaU 
annexations  of  food  and  driuk  to  charge  against  their 
advanced  guard.  It  ia  a  war  in  which  there  is  no  wish 
to  deal  barshly  with  the  country  people,  who  are  known 
to  have  about  as  much  to  do  with  beginning  it  aa  the 
Xiord  Mayor  of  London. 
The  Staff  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia  is  made  more 
brilliant  by  the  preaence  of  several  other  German  Princes 
who  are  servicg  under  his  orders.  There  is  the  candi- 
date for  the  Spanish  throne.  Prince  Leopold,  of  Ilohen- 
zollern,  riding  beside  his  fcmsman  to  assert  the  right  of 
Germans  not  to  be  bullied  because  Spaniards  chose  to 
raanage  their  own  affairs.  There  is  tbe  Ditkc  of  Saxe- 
Coburg  Gotha,  brother  to  our  lamented  Prince  Consort, 
whose  little  principality  is  German  and  patviotic  to  the 
core.  There  is  the  young^Prlnce  of  Mecklenburg,  son 
of  our  Princess  of  Cambridge,  and  said  to  be  very 
English  in  tastes  and  education,  but  with  a  warm  heart 
for  tbe  cause  of  tbe  great  German  Fatherland.  These 
and  other  men  of  high  position  in  Germany  follow  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Prussia  as  he  rides  forth  from  halting- 
place  to  halting- pi  ace,  always  farther  on  French  soil. 
Tou  should  stand  at  a  comer  of  the  villugc  and  see  the 
Staff  go  by,  I  have  mentioned  in  another  letter  that  tbe 
peasants  do  not  cheer.  It  would  be  absurd  if  they  did, 
for  their  sons  are  serving  in  tho  French  army,  though 
they  are  of  German  stock.  The  peasants  do  not  cbeer, 
but  have  a  good  long  atare,  bat  in  hand,  I  will  not 
describe  the  procession  aa  it  passes,  because  this  would 
be  acarcely  what  those  who  rido  in  it  would  wish.    BIy 
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olji^ct  in  lliiit  you  sIkiiiI)]  understand  tlie  sort  of  war 
wliicli  i*  bi'iiig  waged,  ebnuld  see  before  you  tlie  FrencU 
high  roQiis  willi  tlieir  Hues  of  poplars,  the  crowded 
encampments  and  llie  advancing  coluniDB.  1  want  you 
to  picLurit  the  outpu>L'i  fir  ou  iu  front,  lookingjtito  every 
busli,  and  the  SlulT  in  its  proper  pkce,  as  a  centre  of 
maun^emont  ond  direction.  I  would  fain  bring  before 
you  lliis  utrange,  perplexing,  unexpected  eight  which  it 
is  my  lotto  see — iho  ehalleiiger  knocked  down  ai  the 
first  encounter,  liie  grande  nation  invaded  wiLli  uuch 
di-adly  speed.  We  nil  thought  that  Prussia  bad  a  good 
chance,  and  I  myttelf  was  iiidiued  to  back  her  heavily,  m 
my  lettera  have  shown  :  but  this  sudden  success  takes 
away  one's  breath.  Yau  must  realize  the  scerio  to 
meaaiire  its  overwlielining  elTect — French  holeli  de  viUe 
occupied  by  helitieted  Prussians,  French  peasants  in 
blouses  doing  forced  service  to  the  PriissiuD  commis- 
sariat.  These  things  form  pnrt  of  the  picture.  You  see 
the  whole  coiiniry  olive  with  invaders,  and  the  columns 
of  inftirilry  pressing  forward  like  trains  of  working  ants. 
Here  are  the  iren  who  mi.ke  the  conquest  sure.  Tlicse 
infantry  soldiers  are  a  special  product  of  modern  GenniLn 
training.  They  are  the  experts  of  the  breech-loader.  A 
long  and  cnreful  training  has  made  them  steady  in 
action  and  quick  in  their  manoauvreB.  Kow  tliey  march, 
too!  It  is  only  this  morning  that  our  hend-quartera' 
escort  performed  another  of  those  feats  of  rapid  marching 
which  have  been  our  wonder  of  late.  The  poor  dusty 
fellows  kept  up  with  horses  and  carriages  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  at  a  swinging  pace,  and  in  full  campaign 
order.  They  must  sometimes  have  been  almost  running, 
yet  only  two  or  three  men  fell  out.  Whatever  maybe 
the  smartness  of  French  mnrching— and  it  ia  fiilmirable, 
I  coofeas — it  could  out  well  beat  ihia. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Toe  BitualioQ  of  the  Frencli  nrmy  nfler  tlie  defeats  of 
"Worth  and  Forbach  was  not  lii-npi-rate ;  but  only  a  Het-iKire 
relation  could  eare  it.  Tlie  []i>wer  of  iiiiluitiii^  uffenHire 
movementa  had  passed  into  tliu  Imndd  of  tlio  eiiemy,  but 
that  of  concentration  and  reln-atstiil  remained:  yet  only  bb 
B  precarious  posaetiBTOa.  In  a  lew  days  tlie  great  French 
army  might  wiah  in  vain  fiir  tlie  last  pri»-ilege  of  retreat. 
The  remnant  of  MacMahon'a  army  waa  beyond  the  Em- 
peror's reach ;  it  miut  loake  its  own  way  iu  it^  own  lime  tOK 
position  far  in  the  rear  of  Mcti,  there  to  n-j>iiji  De  Failly's, 
vhich  had  not  fought  at  all,  but  had  uiidtrtaken  a.  long 
march,  prescribed  solely  by  re-^nrd  for  its  own  eaFetv,  and 
was  somewhere  Dear  Keiifi:liateau,  making  by  tlie  Huitte 
Marne  forthecampal  Chilona,  Several  Army  Coriw  were, 
however,  still  intact,  and  to  dniw  them  ti>gether  was  the 
first  care  of  the  Eiiiperi>r.  LadiniriiuU,  with  the  4tb 
Corpn,  fell  back  from  Tliionville  to  Melz;  the  Imperial 
Guard,  under  Bourbaki,  and  ihr  3rd  Corps,  under  Bjzaioe, 
were  encamped  under  the  walls  of  that  fortress,  Fros- 
•ard  liod  retreated  to  the  aiime  stronghold  to  aeck  slielter 
for  ibe  shattered  2nd  Corps,  to  which  also  a  portion  of 
Cnnrohert's  6th  Corps  bad  bei-n  brought  up.  QiiEuine  waa 
ordered  lo  occupy  the  line  of  tlie  Nied,  in  front  of  Metz,  to 
endeavour  to  rally  the  forces  befur^-  him  :  otlii  rn  i*e  the  con- 
centration described  was  (.'fTicteil  at  SJetz.  The  German 
comnauder  was  quick  to  yerceive  his  opp»rtuuity,  and  hia 
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movemcntB  were  marlied  with  the  utmoet  Ti'gouF  and  de- 
cisiciu.  While  the  Crown  Priuce  of  Fruasia  wna  wending  hia 
way  in  the  trnck  of  jrucMahon,  the  great  armies  of  Prince 
Frederick  Cbai'Ies  and  General  Steinnietz,  numbering 
probahly  a  quarter  of  a  million  men,  with  750  guns,  were 
moving  upon  Met^,  and  threatening  to  ahut  the  Emperor,  hia 
generals,  and  hia  army  in.  Tho  only  safety  of  the  French 
army  lay  in  inatant  retreat.  Ita  leaders  knew  the  fact, 
but  the  Emperor  was  commander-in-chief,  and  political 
considcratioDB  overbore  the  dictates  of  aound  military  policy. 
In  the  memorial  which  the  Emperor  indited  at  Wilhelms- 
hiJLe,  and  which  has  been  published  by  an  ofGcer  of  his  Staff, 
we  have  an  account  of  the  cauaes  of  an  irresolution  whose 
latal  effects  were  soon  to  become  so  apparent.  We  are 
told  that  the  Emperor,  "  profoundly  depressed  at  witneas- 
ing  all  hia  communication  a  destroyed,"  and  driven  in 
these  few  days  to  think  no  longer  of  any  but  a  defensive 
position,  resolved  immediately  to  lead  back  the  army 
to  the  Camp  of  Chaloua,  where  it  might  bavo  gathered 
together  the  iiibri«  of  Marshal  MaoMahou's  army,  Failly's 
corps,  and  that  of  Douay.  This  plan,  when  commu- 
nicated to  Paria,  was  at  first  approved  by  the  Council  of 
Ministers ;  hut,  two  days  afterwards,  a  letter  from  M.  E. 
Ollivier  informed  the  Emperor  that,  upon  mature  con- 
siderotion,  the  Council  had  decided  that  it  bad  been  too 
haety  in  approving  tlie  retreat  of  the  army  upon  Clialons, 
since  "  the  abandonment  of  Lorraine  could  only  produce 
a  deplorable  effect  on  the  public  mind ; "  on  this  ground 
he  advised  the  Emperor  to  renounce  his  project,  and 
Napoleon  yielded  to  his  counsel. 

It  then  became  necessary  to  consider  what  use  should  he 
made  of  this  portion  of  the  "  Army  of  the  Hbine,"  now 
become  itself  the  "  Army  of  Metz."  By  the  arrival  of  Can- 
robert  with  tbe  reserves,  it  had  now,  the  Emperor  tells  us, 
been  raised  to  a  eti'eugtb  of  140,000  men,  and  it  re- 
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ceived  orders  for  its  concentration  around  Metz,  "  in  tlie 
hope  tliat  it  might  be  able  to  fall  upon  one  of  tbe  Prussian 
srmiea  before  they  bad  effected  tbeir  junction."  Koeipec- 
tation  could  have  been  more  preposterous  and  absurd  i  but 
then  the  excuse  follows,  tint  the  action  of  the  French  was 
uniformly  embarrassed  "by  tbeabsotute  ig;norance  in  which 
ire  always  remained  conccrtiiogthepositioaaud  the  strength 
«f  the  hostile  armies.  So  nell  did  the  Prussians  conceal 
their  movements  behind  the  formidable  shelter  of  cavalry, 
which  they  deployed  before  theai  in  all  directions,  that,  not- 
Trithstanding  the  moat  persevering  inquiries,  it  was  never 
really  known  where  the  mass  of  their  troops  was,  nor,  in 
consequeuce,  to  what  points  the  chief  efforts  of  our  army 
should  be  directed."  Thus  the  precious  week  which  fol- 
lowed the  disastrous  6th  of  August  was  allowed  to  expire. 
The  French  could  not  act,  for  they  knew  neither  the 
enemy's  position  nor  his  plan  ;  they  could  not  retreat,  for 
the  Ministers  knew  tbat  Paris  would  not  receive  back  a 
defeated  Emperor.  Thus  the  army  stood  motionless  while 
the  enemy  prepared  its  ruin. 

By  tbe  13th  Grencral  Steinmctz,  with  the  First  Army,  had 
approached  Metz  on  the  northern  side.  Prince  Frederick 
Charles  had  placed  a  portion  of  bis  army  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  fortress  on  tbe  east,  and  with  the  rest  was  actually 
crossing  the  iMoselle  at  Font-it'Mousaon,  preparing  to  cut 
off  the  French  army  if  it  should  move,  or  to  invest  it  if  it 
should  stay  in  its  place.  The  Emperor  seems  to  have  had  no 
euspiciou  of  the  actual  occurrence  of  that  movement.  But 
there  were  Generals  who  had  represented  to  him  the  possi* 
bility  that  tbe  army  might  be  cut  oE  from  Paris,  and  so 
the  State  be  deprived  of  its  Head,  Ho  himself,  too,  felt 
that  he  "  was  being  made  responsible  for  the  wretched 
situation  of  the  army,"  bo  he  resolved  to  resign  the  chief 
^4:Dmmand  into  the  liands  of  Sfarshol  Ba/.aiue,  and  pro- 
>  the   Camp  at   Chalons.     The  retreat  which  M. 
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Einile  OlliTicr  and  his  colleagues  had  couotermanded,  was' 
now  ordered  by  the  Marshal  on  hia  owd  reaponslbilitj. 
But  three  or  four  precious  daya  had  been  lost,  and  these 
had  BtifKced  to  enable  a  general  who,  like  Count  Moltke, 
always  knew  what  he  wanted,  and  how  to  obtain  it,  to 
secure  his  hold  upon  the  Army  of  Metz. 

It  waa  on  Sunday,  the  I4th  of  A  ugust,  that  the  vangaard 
of  the  French  began  crossing  the  Moselle,  on  the  road  to 
Verduu;  but  its  movementa  were  sluggish  and  eiiibar- 
raflsed.  Three  Army  Corpa— thoae  of  Bazaine  (now  com- 
manded by  General  Decaen),  of  Ladmirnult,  and  of 
FrOBsanl — remained  on  the  east  of  Metz,  as  if  certain  of 
being  able  to  retire  whenever  tliey  liked  in  safety.  Prince 
Frederick  Charles,  however,  had  not.  in  the  judgmeot  of 
Count  Multke,  had  sulBcieiit  start  in  his  flaoking  march  to 
make  it  prudent  to  permit  these  corps  to  follow  him,  as 
they  began  to  show  signs  of  doing.  "Willi  a  view,  therefore, 
of  occupying  them,  of  covering  the  inarch  of  troops 
crossing  at  Pont-iL-MouBson,  and  of  delaying  the  general 
retreating  tnovement  of  the  enemy,  the  Gerinnn  com- 
mander-in-chief ordered  General  Steinmetz  to  make  an 
attack  on  those  French  corps  lying  east  of  Metz.  The 
engagement  became  the  firat  of  a  brief  serlea  of  the 
moat  aanguinary  battlea  of  this  war.  The  French  held 
cevernl  villages,  where  they  had  entrenched  themselves,  and 
occupied  numerous  linea  of  riHe  pits,  inflicting  great  loss 
on  the  enemy.  That  they  suffered  much  in  turn  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  in  one  of  their  rifle  pits  no  fewer  than 
?81  dead  were  found.  In  the  end,  the  French  retired  to 
the  shelter  of  the  fortress.  Some  of  the  atipects  of  the 
battle  were  thus  described  by  a  Correspondent  of  the 
Zhily  NeicB,  who  was  ehut  up  in  Metz,  in  a  letter  dated 
August  15:— 

Yesterday  we  thought  all  chance  of  sending  leltera  gone, 
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lor  we  got  notliing  even  from  Parip.  But  this  inomiug 
I  hear  a  pout  will  start  for  tlie  citpital,  and  I  tahe  my 
chance  of  your  getting  wliat  I  ata  able  to  tell  from  the 
inside  of  a  towu  which  ia  Burrounded  by  armies — 
whether  French  or  PruBfian  does  not  much  matter  so 
fiir  as  news  is  concerned.  At  eleven  o'clock  yeaterdny 
Bazaine  e^t^cted  a  reconnnitisaDce  with  one  diviaioo.  At 
two,  a  battle  commenced  on  the  right,  at  Boroy.  Till 
four  it  was  of  no  great  importance,  but  then  the  4th 
Army  Corps,  forming  the  first  line  of  battle,  accom- 
plished a  mano^uvri;  intended  to  deceive  the  FruKsians 
into  the  belief  that  it  waa  retreating.  This  was  at 
a  quarter  past  four-  The  Prussians  rushed  forvrard, 
and  attacked  with  surpriiiiiig  vigour.  Then  the  1th 
Corps,  whose  retreat  to  the  left  was  a  mere  feint,  fell  at 
ouce  on  the  enemy's  flunk,  while  Caarobert,  on  the  right, 
attacked  simultaneously.  The  Prussian  attack  meantime 
had  been  developed  in  great  force  on  the  French  centre. 
The  movementa  on  both  aides  were  effected  with  singu- 
lar precision,  and  the  whole  spectacle  was  like  a  review 
at  Clift'.ons.  The  PrusHians  advanced  in  close  column 
against  the  French  line,  ivhid)  their  artillery,  splendidly 
■erved  as  it  was,  had  vainly  attempted  to  shake.  The 
French  officers  consider  that  the  Prusalau  inCintry  is 
relatively  inferior  to  their  artillery.  The  needle-gim  is 
heavy,  and  appears  to  incommode  them  greatly  when 
climbing  a  height  or  moving  rapidly  over  broken  ground. 
The  soldiera  theninelvcB  are  active.  They  fire  lying  flat 
on  the  ground,  seeking  cover  from  every  irregularity,  but 
do  not  put  their  knapsacks,  as  the  French  do,  to  make 
little  ramparts  in  front  of  them,  and  rests  for  their  guns. 
The  Prussians  fired  with  great  deliberation,  while  the 
French  rattled  away  as  laat  as  they  could  discharge  their 
Chassepi^ts.  Tiie  regiments  most  closely  engaged  were 
the   60th,   90tb,    Hth,    GOtb,    80th,  33rd,  51th,  65th, 
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and  85th  of  the  lane,  the  11th  and  15th  Foot  Chas- 
seurs, and  the  Sth,  9th,  and  10th  Batteries  of  the  1st 
Eegiment  of  Artillery.  Ttiose  which  Bufl'ered  most  were 
the  41th  and  90th  Line,  and  15th  Foot  Chasseurs.  The 
44th  especially  was  terribly  shattered,  while  the  85tb, 
though  in  the  thickest  of  the  action,  lost  but  thirty-five 
,  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  colouel  of  the  44th  tc&s 
killed.  The  colonel  of  the  3rd  Horse  Chasseurs,  and 
Gtenerals  Dupleasis  and  Castamar  were  wounded.  The 
above  details  are  mostly  gathered  from  officers  commg 
into  town  after  the  fight  was  over.  At  the  beginning  I 
followed  a  troop  of  Hussars  as  far  oa  permitted,  and 
what  1  saw  of  the  Gght  was  from  a  hillock,  close  by  tbe 
walls.  A  Staff  officer  came  to  summoD  the  Hussar 
r^rnent,  with  some  officers  of  which  I  was  seated  va.  a 
cafe-  In  five  minutes  they  were  off,  and  halted  at  first 
on  tbe  hillock  above  mentioned.  Oa  a  sudden  signal 
they  went  tearing  away  to  the  front,  and  in  a  moment 
more  the  artillery  on  both  sides  had  covered  the  valley  of 
the  river,  and  the  whole  works  in  front  and  the  ground 
beyond,  with  a  thick  cloud  of  smoke.  There  was 
nothing  to  do  hut  return  to  town.  By  half-past  eight  in 
the  evening  a  bidletin  was  placarded  in  the  streets,  say- 
ing:—"Firing  is  nearly  oTer.  The  Prussian  lines  er- 
teudcd  three  leagues.  Ground  gained  in  every  direction." 
It  does  not  say  by  whom  ground  was  gained.  Officers. 
who  came  back  later  from  the  field  maintained  that 
victory  rested  with  the  French,  that  the  Prussians  had 
been  out-generalled  and  lost  heavily,  while  the  French 
were  comparatis^ely  little  exposed.  But  a  Prussian  officer 
who  had  been  tnken  prisoner,  and  who  came  into  my 
cafo  on  parole  with  a  French  officer,  told  a  different  story. 
Said  be,  "  You  had  better  surrender  at  discretion.  Wa 
are  more  tliaii  200,000  strong.  Tou  will  be  crushed. 
As  to  the  battle,  you  had  your  own  way  at  first,  for 
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we  believed  we  bad  only  a  diviaion  in  front  of  ua,  but 
you  know  what  tbe  end  was."  It  is  dtlTicult  to  question 
even  otScer^  closely,  so  keen  are  still  the  suspicions 
about  spies ;  and  to  ask  wbether  tbe  French  army  bad 
suffered  a  defeat  would  be  to  expose  myself  to  Instant 
eipulsion,  or  worse.  Hence  I  can  give  you  only  such 
partieulare  as  are  collected  ia  the  ways  I  have  mentioned. 
Z  do  not  know  wby  the  advaoced  columns  bave  returned 
again  under  tbe  walls  of  the  fortress. 

This  morning,  Monday,  there  were  reports  of  heavy  artil- 
lery towards  Thionville,  but  all  is  agaiu  quiet.  We  only 
know  that  Sunday's  conflict  was  not  decisive,  and  that 
another  battle  is  imminent.  The  troops  are  never  at 
rest)  manceuvrcs  in  one  direction  or  another  are  going 
on  constantly.  Orders  bave  this  moment  been  issued 
tbat  no  civilian  shall  leave  the  city  on  any  pretext.  Two 
sbota  from  Fort  St.  Queutin  bave  just  demolished  the 
head  of  tbe  Thionville  Railway  bridge  at  Metz  Station. 
I  am  told  it  was  done  to  cut  off  a  detachment  of  uOO 
PruBsians  encamped  at  Mantiguy,  who  attempted  to 
cross  the  Sloselle,  and  were  seen  from  the  fort.  At 
seven  ibis  morning  two  Pruaaian  cuirassiers  entered  that 
town.  They  were  followed  by  four  others.  Breakfast 
was  served  to  the  six,  and  paid  for;  they  promenaded  the 
town  till  eight,  and  withdrew  not  only  unmolested  by 
anybody,  but  carrying  off  two  prisoners — a  St.  Cyr  pupLi 
Jind  an  orderly.  All  this,  at  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Metz, 
will  give  you  some  notion  of  tbe  dash  and  boldness  of 
the  Prussian  cavalry.  Last  nigbt  we  thought  we  heard 
the  Prussians  shouting  yii;tory,  notwithstanding  tbe 
defeat  we  believe  they  suffered.  But  it  seems  some  of 
their  regiments  sing  bymUB  nightly,  with  accompani- 
ments from  their  military  bands,  a  custom  they  bave 
preserved  from  the  battle  of  Leuthen,  where  they  ad- 
Timced  to  the  cbarge  singing  Lutber's  Hymn.     They 
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end  with  liurrolis,  We  lieard  Itiem  distincll/.  Tbe 
Emperor  nud  hia  Stafl",  PriDce  Imperial  and  all,  are  at 
Longeville.  Ab  I  write,  there  pas»ea  a  dosed  carriage 
excurted  by  a  picket  of  Kusiiar.s  in  command  of  a  captain 
of  the  Stair.  It  coittniua  a  PruBsiaii  earoy,  re-conducted 
to  his  owa  lines.  French  offieers  aaj  he  brought  a, 
request  for  an  armiatice,  and  admitted  that  Pruaaian 
losses  were  considerable.  But  he  did  not  tell  bis  errand 
to  them  nor  to  me. 

This  battle,  which  was  at  first  known  ob  that  of  Pange, 
was  deiignated  by  the  King  of  Prussia  by  the  name  of  the 
village  of  Courcelleti,  near  »'hich  it  took  place,  and  which 
after  the  investment  of  Metii  became  the  scene  of  more 
than  one  sanguinary  struggle.  Each  aide  claimed  tbe 
victory;  probably  the  Germnua  suflered  the  greater  loaa  in 
killed  and  wounded,  but  they  achieved  their  end;  they 
gained  time  for  Prince  Frederick  Charios's  advance,  and 
they  delayed  the  French  retreat.  The  Official  Journal  of 
Paris,  while  reporting  the  battle  aa  a  repulse  of  the 
PruBcianp,  announced  that  the  completion  of  the  works  of 
the  fortifications  of  Paris  would  be  pushed  forward  with 
all  possible  speed.  From  that  time,  also,  the  Berlin 
journals  began  to  discuss  the  conditions  under  which  Metz 
might  be  besieged  and  taken. 

The  IQth  of  August  had  been  for  many  yeara  a  French 
holidav,  but  now  no  one  had  time  to  remember  tbe  Fete 
Jfapoleon.  Marshal  Bazaiue  employed  it  in  moving  the 
remainder  of  hia  army  out  of  Metz,  which  was  now  left 
to  its  garrison,  under  General  Cofiiniere.  The  heaviness 
of  Bazaine's  niovemcuts  at  a  crisis  when  his  army  was  to  be 
saved,  if  at  oil,  by  its  legs,  has  been  univerKally  censured, 
lie  must  by  this  time  have  been  aware  that  his  enemy  was 
following  or  attending  him  in  force,  and  that  he  had  to 
guard  at  least   against  an   attack   on   bis    Qaak   or  rear. 
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NevertheleBB,  his  movementa  were  ho  Blow.tbatntglit  found 
than  a  dozen  miles  on  bia  way.  Two  roada 
lead  from  Meti  to  Verdun;  the  one  more  direct,  by  Vion- 
viile,  the  other  to  the  north  of  it,  by  Doncourt  and  Etain. 
They  diverge  at  Gravelotte,  about  four  milea  from  Metz. 
Along  that  road  Baznine  wna  advancing  on  the  15th, 
without  serious  mole  station,  but  not  without  many  indi> 
cfttions  of  the  preaenee  of  the  enemy.  By  ni;;hlfail  ho 
appears  to  have  been  satisfied  with  his  achievement,  fur  he 
sent  word  to  Paria  that  by  the  next  day  he  should  be  at 
Etain  with  all  his  army.  Count  Moltke  had  occupied  the 
Mme  day  in  placing  eight  Army  Corpa  on  a  line  curving  up 
from  Pont-4-Moua»on,  rn  a  north-weateily  direction  to  the 
rosdfl  by  which  the  Marshal  waa  retreating.  The  next  day 
(Auguat  16th),  the  head  of  the  French  column,  which  waa 
moving  on  the  southern  road  to  Verdun,  was  violently 
attacked  by  the  8rd  Prussian  Corpa.  The  assault 
fell  upoo  Froasard'a  troops,  who  had  been  defeated  so 
disaslroualy  at  yorb.ich  (or  Spicheren),  and  the  corpa 
-wavered  and  blocked  up  the  road.  The  first  blow  had 
been  struck  by  the  Prussian  Cavalry,  but  it  was  soon 
followed  by  the  Infantry  of  the  3rd,  which,  as  one  French 
corps  after  another  came  up,  waa  supported  by  divisions 
of  the  nearest  German  corps,  until  the  battle  raged 
along  the  whole  line  frotn  Slars  le  Toitra  to  Bezouville.  At 
first  the  German  line  looked  northwarda,  but  us  the  corps 
.succeamvely  took  ground  to  the  left,  they  at  length  formed  a 
line  looking  eastward,  the  left  eitremity  of  which  reached 
to  the  northern  of  Bazaine's  two  lines  of  retreat — that 
by  the  road  to  Etain,  The  French  fought  thia  battle 
with  superior  numbers,  and  Bnzaine  does  not  appear 
to  have  thoroughly  comprehended  the  enemy's  tactics,  or 
perceived  the  extent  of  hia  own  danger.  But,  tactics  apart, 
Bazainc  should  have  cut  hia  way  through  at  any  sacrifice, 
on  this  the  last  day  on  which  he  could  have  done  so,  at  a 
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Dot  luireaBonable  eacriSce  of  life.  If  he  is  accnied  of 
wont  of  vigour  and  of  detenniaatiou,  it  is  not  because 
lie  did  not  tight  a  good  battle  and  inflict  great  losa  upon 
the  enemy,  for  it  is  admitted  that  the  Genuans  lost  1Q,00(> 
men  on  the  ICth.  But  Baiaine  was  fighting  for  the  Ten' 
eiistenco  of  hia  army,  as  au  active  field  force,  and  for  the 
safety  of  Pari?,  which  no  other  array  but  hia  was  able  to 
defend.  Looking  awny  from  the  great  strategical  object 
to  bo  gained,  and  referring  only  to  the  loss  he  had  inflicted, 
Bnzaine,  in  his  letters  to  Paris,  claimed  this  battle  as  a 
victory,  and  announced  that  he  had  retired  "  in  order  to 
obtain  ammunitioD."  The  Oermaus  also  claimed  the 
victory,  and  announced  that  they  had  captured  two  eagles, 
seven  guns,  and  nearly  2,000  prisoners.  They  had  got, 
however,  what  was  more  important  to  theui  than  any 
trophies — they  held  Marshal  Bazaine's  line  of  retreat.  A 
grand  charge  of  the  cavalry  of  the  ICth  German  Corps  had 
decided  the  fortunes  of  this  bloody  day,  and  given  Count 
Moltke  the  assurance,  that  although  more  hard  fighting 
might  be  before  tlie  German  army,  it  had  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  under  its  control.  Bazaiue  that 
night  fell  back  to  Gravelotte,  within  five  miles  of  Metz, 
yielding  seven  miles  of  the  road  by  which  he  had  marched 
on  the  15th,  This  was  the  battle  which,  at  first  called  after 
the  villages  Mars  le  Tours  and  Doncourt,  has  been  named 
by  the  victora  that  of  Vionville. 

Marshal  Bazaine  was  not  long  in  perceiving  the  magni- 
tude of  his  defeat,  and  set  himself  to  oppose  the  enemy 
with  a  vigour  which  he  had  not  before  displayed.  He  felt 
sure  that  be  should  again  be  attacked,  and  spent  the  17th 
in  the  preparation  of  a  system  of  moat  formidable  kinds 
of  defence.  Bazaiue  has  been  severely  censured  for  tho 
fltrictly  defensive  nature  of  his  tactics  at  this  crisis  ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  he  commanded  soldiers  who, 
from  the  beginning  of   this    campaign,  and   before    he 
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asaumed  the  command,  bad  kuowit  nothing  but  defeat, 
and  who  firmly  believed,  even  when,  aa  at  Vionville,  it  was 
not  true,  that  they  were  invariably  outnumbered.  It 
should  also  be  borne  iu  mind  that,  in  a  great  trial  of 
atrength,  such  as  waa  impending,  ho  might  reaBonably 
expect  to  be  outnumbered,  and  that  by  troops  whose  tena- 
cious courage  he  had  tested.  He  had  now  under  him  from 
120,000  to  130,000  men,  and  with  these  he  occupied  a 
series  of  eminences,  extending,  in  a  Dorth^easterly  direction, 
from  the  village  of  Gravelotte  to  St.  Privat  le  Montague, 
beyond  the  road  to  Briey.  The  position  was  one  of  great 
nahiral  strength,  which  no  trouble  was  spared  to  increase 
by  entrenchment?,  riSe  pits,  and  batteries.  Its  strongest 
part  was  the  left,  at  Gnivctotte.  The  Prussian  commander 
resolved  not  to  begin  the  general  attack  until  this  strong 
position  could  be  assailed  on  its  right  flnnk,  aud  for  this 
purpose  it  was  necessary  to  move  several  corps  right  acroBB 
the  enemy's  front — an  operation  which  Bozaine  permitted 
with  singular  forbearance.  A  correspondent  who  witnessed 
thebattlefromthe  King's  field  bead-quarters — ne.ar the  Prus- 
sian right — wrote  to  theDiiili/  Nete»  thefollowiug  account ; — 

The  first  realizatioQ  we  had  at  Pont-a-Mousson  of  the 
extent  to  wiiich  fighting  had  been  going  on  nt  the  front 
was  the  coming  in  of  wounded  men.  At  first  it  was  sur- 
mised that  these  had  been  wounded  in  skirmiahes ; 
but  on  the  lOtli,  late  in  the  evening,  there  were  signs 
that  the  work  was  becoming  warm.  On  that  evening 
soldiers  with  ghastly  wounils  walked  about  the  market- 
place in  Pont-a-Mousson,  surrounded  by  eager  groups  of 
their  newly-arrived  comrades,  and  told  a  story  of  disaster. 
Poor  fellows !  it  surely  waa  disaster  to  them — borne  away 
as  they  had  been  from  the  field  without  having  heard  of 
any  result.  I  stood  among  these  groups,  and  the  narra- 
tive of  the  men  all  amounted  to  their  having  been  set 
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to  confront  a  much  larger  force  than  tlieir  own,  nnd  tliat 
their  division  had  beeu  cut  up,  I  was  struck  by  the 
fact  that,  though  there  waa  some  ciissati- fact  ion  suggested 
by  their  tone  of  voice,  I  heard  no  word  uttered  by 
narrntora  or  listeners  which  accused  any  one.  Thoy 
dwelt  rather  on  the  fact  th  at  a  heavy  blow  had  been  dealt 
ou  the  Uth  ;  and  that  tliough  the  10th  division  bad,  ai 
an  available  organization,  been  demolished,  it  hnd  oold 
its  life  dear.  On  the  17t)i  the  wounded  from  the  pre- 
ceding day  began  to  pour  into  Pont-a-MousBon,  They 
were  brought  in  in  long  uncovered  grain  carta,  lying 
upon  hay.  From  my  window,  which  overlooked  the 
main  street,  and  coimuauded  also  a  view  of  tlie  market- 
place, I  counted  more  than  ninety  of  these  long  carts, 
each  huldiug  on  an  avemge  about  ten  men.  Many  more 
must  have  gone  to  the  various  hospitnla.  It  was  atniuge 
to  see  the  French  citizens  unable  to  conceal  their  joy  as 
they  passed  aaiid  (ilea  of  thcui  on  the  one  hand,  and 
PruHsian  aoldiera  on  the  other.  But  now  carnc  the  other 
side  of  the  account.  Tlic  streets  began  to  iswarni  with 
other  waggons,  with  other  wounded — the  wearers  of  red 
trousers.  Now  and  tlien  a  batch  of  prisoners.  And  at 
length  a  carriage  came  in  with  a  French  general.  It  was 
followed  by  a  voat  crowd  of  French,  and  for  a  little  time 
it  seemed  db  it  there  migbt  be  a  collision  between  the 
inhabitants  and  the  Prusaiana,  ho  earnest  were  the 
demuiidtrations  of  the  populace. 

Hut  it  was  now  al  least  evident  that  the  struggle  was  very 
serious  at  the  front.  At  midnight,  or  a  little  after  (17th 
— ISth),  all  the  trumpets  for  miles  around  began  to 
sound.  This  was  the  first  time  we  had  been  startled  at 
that  hour  by  such  wild  munic.  Trumpet  answered  to 
trumpet  through  all  the  bivouacs  around  the  little 
city.  For  several  days  previous  there  had  been  troops 
nlmoit  perpetually   ntarcbiug  through  j    but  now    the 
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trxinp  through  every  Btreet  n.nd  bj-waj  made  between 
midnight  and  dawn  a  perpetual  roar.  Hastily  dressing 
I  ran  out  into  the  darliueaa,  iLiid  mauaged  to  get  a  scat  on 
8  waggon  that  was  going  in  the  direction  of  the  front — 
now  understood  to  be  a  mile  or  two  beyond  the  village 
of  Gorze,  Gorze  is  some  twelve  miles  from  Poot-a- 
Mouason.  On  our  way  we  met  b  considerable  batch  of 
French  prisoners,  who  were  looked  upon  with  great 
curiosity  by  the  continuous  file  of  German  soldiers  with 
whom  we  odvanced ;  but  only  one  or  two  offensive  cries 
towards  the  prisoners  were  lieard,  aud  these  fortunately 
they  could  not  understand.  The  way  was  so  blocked 
with  w-aggons,  &c.,  that  I  finally  concluded  that  I  could 
go  the  six  or  seven  miles  rem  atning  better  on  foot.  ISo  I 
gat  out  of  my  carriage  and  began  to  walk  and  run  tiwiftly 
ahead.  At  Noveant-aui-Prea,  on  the  Moaelle,  about 
half  way  to  Met^,  I  found  vast  bodies  of  cavolry,  Uhlans 
and  Hussars,  crossing  the  river  by  a  pontoon  bridge, 
and  hurrying  at  the  top  of  their  speed  towards  Gorze. 
Hastening  my  steps,  I  soon  heard  the  first  thunder  of 
the  cannonade,  seemingly  coming  from  the  heart  of  a 
range  of  hills  on  the  right.  Passing  through  the  village 
and  ascending  to  the  high  plain  beyond,  I  found  myself 
suddenly  on  a  battle-Scld,  strewn  (literally)  as  far  as  my 
eye  could  reach  with  dead  bodies — the  field  of  the  battle 
of  Vionville  on  the  16tb.  In  one  or  two  parts  of  the 
field  parties  were  still  burying  the  dead,  chiefly  FriiBsians. 
The  i'rench,  being  naturally  "buried  last,  were  still  lying 
in  vast  numbers  on  the  ground,  A  few  of  these — I  saw 
five — were  not  dead.  As  I  hurried  on,  a  splendid  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  came  on  behind,  and  when  they  came  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  they  all  broke  out  with  a  wild 
hurrah,  and  dashed  forward.  A  few  more  steps,  and  I 
gained  the  summit,  and  saw  the  scene  which  had  roused 
their  cry,  and  even  seemed   to  thrill  their  horses.      It 
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would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  grander  battle-field.     From 

the  particular  hill  to  which  I  hnd  been  directed  to  come 
by  good  Buthority — it  was  occupied  by  the  Royal  Head- 
quarters— the  sweep  of  the  PrusBian  and  French  centres 
could  be  seen,  and  a  considerable  part  of  their  wings. 
The  spot  where  I  stood  was  fearful — it  was  amidst  ghnstly 
corpses,  and  burdened  with  the  stench  of  dead  horses, 
of  which  there  were  n  great  many.  I  was  standing  on 
the  battle-field  of  the  16th,  on  the  Prussian  side.  On 
the  left,  stretched  like  a  eilver  thread  the  road  to  Verdun, 
to  Paria  also,  for  the  possession  of  which  this  series  of 
battles  had  begun.  It  was  between  lines  of  poplars, 
which  stood  against  the  horizon  oii  my  left,  and  on  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach  towards  MetK,  with  military 
regularity.  Strung  on  this  road  like  beads  were  the 
pretty  Tillages, each  with  its  church  tower,  which,  although 
they  have  separate  names,  are  really  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  apart — Mara-la-Tour,  Flavigny  (a  litttJe  south  of 
the  road),  Vionville,  EeBonville,  Malmaison,  Gravelott^ 
On  my  right  were  the  thickly -wooded  hills,  behind  which 
the  most  importunt  village  of  the  neighbourhood,  the 
one  I  had  just  left — Goriie.  Such  was  the  foreground  of 
this  bnttle,  which  should,  one  would  say,  be  called  the 
battle  of  Gravelotte,  for  it  was  mainly  OTer  and  beyond 
that  devoted  little  town  that  it  raged.  The  area  I  have 
indicated  is  about  four  miles  square.  Owing  to  having 
come  on  foot  rather  thaji  along  tho  blocked  road,  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  arriTe  just  as  the  battle  waxed  warm 
—that  is  about  noon.  Tho  great  representatives  of 
Prussia  were  standing  on  the  same  ground  watching 
the  conflict.  Among  them  the  only  ones  I  recognized 
were  the  King,  Count  Bismarck,  G-eneral  von  Moltke, 
Prince  Carl,  Prince  Friedrich  Carl,  Prince  Adalbert,  and 
Adjutant  Kracski.  Lieut. -General  Slieridan,  of  th« 
United  States,  was  also  present. 


I 
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At  this  moment  the  French  were  making  a  most  desperate 
effort  to  hold  oa  to  the  last  bit  of  the  Verdun  road,  that 
between  KeKOnville  and  Gravelotte — or  that  part  of 
G-ravelotte  which  on  some  maps  is  called  Maluiaison. 
Desperate  but  unavailing !  For  every  one  man  in  their 
ranks  had  two  to  cope  with,  and  their  line,  at  the  place 
indicated,  was  already  beginning  to  waver.  Soon  it  was 
plain  that  this  wing  was  withdrawing  to  a  new  position. 
This  was  swiftly  taken  up  under  protection  of  a  con- 
tinuous blaze  of  their  artillery  from  heights  beyond  the 
Tillage.  The  movement  was  made  in  good  order,  and 
the  position  reached  was  one  that,  I  believe,  nine  out  of 
ten  military  men  would  have  regarded  as  normally  im- 
pregnable. My  reader  will  observe  that  the  battle-field 
(  from  this  time  transferred  to  the  regions  beyond 
J-Sravelotte.  The  fields  in  front  of  that  viUage  were 
mpletely  covered  by  the  FruHsian  reserves,  and  over  it 
^terminable  lines  of  soldiers  were  perpetually  marching 
Sward — disBppearmg  into  the  village,  emerging  on  the 
r  flide  of  it  with  flaming  volleys.  This  second  battle- 
eld  was  lesa  extensive  tlian  the  first,  and  brought  the 
Bombatants  into  fearfully  close  qiinrters.  The  peculiarity 
f  it  is  that  it  consists  of  two  heights,  intersected  by  a 
p^deep  ravine.  This  woody  ravine  is  over  100  feet  deep, 
and  at  the  top  from  200  to  300  yards  wide.  The  side  of 
the  chasm  neit  to  Gravelotte,  where  the  Prussians  stood, 
is  much  lower  than  the  other  side,  which  gradually 
ascended  to  a  great  height.  From  this  their  commanding 
eminence  the  French  held  their  enemies  fairly  beneath 
them,  and  subjected  them  to  a  raking  fire.  Their 
artillery  was  stationed  far  up  by  the  Metz  road,  between 
its  trees.  There  was  not  an  instant's  cessation  of  the  ronr ; 
and  easily  distinguishable  amid  all  was  the  curious  grunt- 
g  roll  of  the  mitrailleuse!  The  Prussian  artillery  was 
the  north  and  south  of  the  village,  the  mouths  of  the 
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guDH  ou  the  Intter  side  being  necessarily  r&iaed  for 
awkward  upward  fire.  The  Freocb  stood  their  ground 
and  died,  tlie  PrussianB  moved  ever  forward  and  died — 
both  by  hundred)!,  I  had  almost  snid  thousauda',  tbig  for 
an  hour  or  two  that  seemed  ages,  so  fearful  was  the 
slaoghter.  The  hill  where  I  stood  commanded  chiefly 
the  conflict  behind  the  village  and  to  the  south  of  it.  The 
Prussian  reinforcements  on  their  right  filed  out  of  the 
Bois  des  Ognous ;  and  it  was  at  that  point,  as  they 
marched  on  to  the  fielJ,  that  oae  could  perhaps  get  the 
best  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  invading  army  uow  in 
the  heart  of  France.  There  was  no  break  whatever  for 
-  four  hours  in  the  mnrch  of  the  men  out  of  that  wood. 
It  seemed  almost  as  if  all  the  killed  and  wounded  hat! 
recovered  and  came  again  out  of  the  wood.  Birnam 
"Wood  advancing  to  Dunsinane  was  not  a  more  oroinona 
Bight  to  Macbetli  than  these  men  of  General  Goben'ti 
army,  shielded  by  the  woods  till  they  were  fairly  within 
range  of  their  enemies.  So  the  French  must  hnve  fell, 
for  between  four  and  five  o'clock  they  concentrated  a 
most  furious  Sre  upon  that  point,  and  shelled  the  woods 
perpetually.  Their  fire  here  took  effect.  The  line  of 
Prussian  infantry  became  less  continuous  from  that 
direction.  About  five  o'clock,  however,  an  infantry 
brigade  emerged  from  the  same  point.  As  soon  as  they 
did  80  they  advanced  by  double-quick  time  towards  the 
point  where  their  services  were  needed.  I  watched  this 
brigade  through  a  strong  glass  from  the  first.  It  re- 
sembled some  huge  serpent  gliding  out  on  tho  field. 
But,  lo!  it  left  a  track  behind  it— a  dark  track.  Beueath 
the  glnsB  that  track  is  resolved   into  fallen,  struggling 

As  the  horrid  significance  of  that  path  bo  troced  camenpon  ] 
me  I  gazed  yet  more  'intently.  Many  of  those  who  had  I 
fallen  leapt  up  and  ran  forward,  struggling  to  catch  up  \ 


\ 


GRA  VBLOTTE. 


with  their  comrades  agaiu.  I  did  not  see  any  running 
badtward,  though  many  fell  in  their  eiTort  to  rush  on.  I 
do  not  know  whether  nfer  that  another  movement  was 
made  from  behind  the  wood;  but  I  ilo  know  that  half 
ail  hour  afterwards  vast  numbers  of  troops  began  to  march 
over  the  southern  edge  of  the  hill  where  I  waa  Htanding 
towards  the  battle-field,  and  1  have  an  impression  that 
these  were  General  G6ben"a  men  moving  by  a  leso 
dangerous  route.  The  conflict  on  the  Prussian  left  was 
so  fierce  that  it  soon  became  nea.rly  loet  to  us  by  reason 
of  ils  amoke.  Now  and  then  this  would  open  a  little, 
and  drift  under  the  wind,  and  then  we  could  see  the 
French  sorely  tried,  but  maintaining  themselves  steadily. 
Id  order  to  see  ihia  part  of  the  conflict  better,  I  went 
forward  as  near  as  I  thought  safe.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  in  the  vicinity  of  Malmaison  the  French  were 
having  the  best  of  it.  But  it  must  have  been  only 
because  they  were  more  visible  on  their  broad  height, 
and  fought  eo  obstinately — plainly  i^ileitcing  a  battery 
now  and  then.  But  from  this  uorthern  point  also  there 
are  more  forces  to  come;  and  from  far  behind  them — 
away  seemingly  in  the  direction  of  Verne ville— huge 
bombs  arc  coming  and  bursting  with  terrible  force  upon 
the  French  ranks.  These  were  the  men  and  these  the 
guns  of  Prince  Friedrich  Carl,  who  was  slowly  veering 
southward  to  make  bis  connection  with  Steinraete'  army, 
completing  the  inveetment  of  Metz. 
Tlie  battle  raged  at  this  point  with  indescribable  fury 
The  French  Generals  miial  have  known  the  significance 
of  these  new  guns,  and  known  that,  if  their  right  re- 
treated, the  result  must  be  that  incarceration  in  Metz 
which  now  esisls.  How  long  they  held  out  here  I  do 
not  know.     I  could  hear  that  the  puff  of  their  guns  waa 

from   a  gradually  receding   line;    that   the   mysterious 
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but  the  last  fired  on  that  terrible  evening  were  on  that 
side,  and  tho  point  m\i»t  have  been  yielded  at  ahout  nine 
o'clock. 

Perhaps  I  should  hero  say  something  of  the  movementa 
of  the  King,  and  those  with  hira.  Tlie  King's  face,  as 
he  stood  gazing  upon  the  battle-field,  had  something 
almost  plaintive  in  it.  He  hardly  said  a  word;  hut  I 
ohsen-ed  that  hia  attention  was  divided  between  the 
exciting  scenes  in  the  distnnce  and  the  sad  scenes  nearer 
his  feet — where  they  were  just  beginning  (what  muat  yet 
be  a  long  task)  to  bury  the  French  who  fell  on  tha 
Tuesday  before.  On  these  he  gazed  silently,  and,  I 
thought,  sadly.  Count  Bismarck  was  intent  only  on  the 
battle,  and  could  not  cODCeal  his  excitement  and  anxiety; 
if  it  had  not  been  forthoKiog,  I  am  pretty  sure  he  would 
have  gone  nearer ;  and,  as  it  was,  his  towering  form  was 
always  a  little  ahead  of  the  rest.  When  tiie  Prench 
oompletel}'  gave  up  their  hold  upon  the  road  up  to 
Gravelotte,  the  horses  of  the  "  Grosahauptquartiera " 
party  were  hastily  called,  aud  mounting  them,  tbey  all — 
with  the  King  at  their  head — rode  swiftly  down  to  a 
[loint  not  very  far  from  the  viUage,  Then  shouts  and 
ebecra  arose,  which  I  could  plainly  bear  at  the  point  they 
had  left,  where,  not  Laving  a  horse,  I  was  compelled  to 
remain  a  little  longer. 

A  little  after  four  o'clock  a  strange  episode  took  place. 
From  the  distant  woods  on  the  left  a  splendid 
regiment  of  cavalry  galloped  out.  They  paused  a 
moment  at  the  point  where  the  Coiiflans  road  joins 
that  leading  to  Metz;  then  they  dashed  up  the  road 
towards  Metz.  This  road  between  Gravelotte  and  St. 
Hubert  is  cut  through  the  hill,  and  there  are  on  each 
side  of  it  cliffs  from  forty  to  sixty  feet  high,  eicept  at 
the  point  where  it  traverses  the  deep  ravine  behind  the 
village.     AV'hen  it  is  remembered  that  at  this  time  the 


calmi Dating  point  to  which  this  road  directly  ascends 
was  held  by  the  French,  it  will  sot  be  wondered  at  that 
only  a  moiety  of  that  regiment  Buirived.  What  the 
survivors  accomplished  I  do  not  know,  nor  could  I  leam 
the  name  and  numher  of  the  regiment.  The  situation 
hardly  admits  jet  of  our  asking  many  questions.  But 
their  plunge  into  that  deep  cut  in  the  hill-side,  where 
neit  day  I  san-  so  many  of  them  and  their  horsea  lying 
dead,  was  of  that  brave,  unhesitating,  unfaltering  kind, 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  German  soldiers,  among 
whom  cowards,  sti-agglers,  and  deserters  seem  to  be 
absolutely  unknown,  in  whatever  rank. 

I  must  record,  also,  what  seemed  an  inexplicable  thing 
Tlie  army  of  Steinmeti  was  fighting  very  hard,  and  evi- 
dently suffering  heavily.  It  was  in  the  centre  of  Grave- 
lotte,  though  occasionally  rallying  to  one  side  or  the 
other.     Though  they  had  large  reserves,  these  had  been 

I  diminished  to  an  important  estent  by  the  engagements 
of  the  14th  and  IGth.  A  considerable  portion  of  his  army 
required  rest,  and  two  divisions  perhaps,  certainly  one, 
Korganization.  There  seemed  at  one  time— about 
balf-paat  four— some  danger  that  the  intensity  of  the 
fighting  required  on  the  right  and  left  extremes  wonld 
produce  a  kind  of  atrophy  along  tbat  very  central  Verdun 
toad  for  whicii  the  armies  were  etruggUng.  At  that  time 
A  vast  army  came  from  some  region  utterly  mysterious 
to  us  who  had  been  following  the  array  for  some  miles. 
They  came  over  the  very  point  which  had  been  the  Eoysl 
liead -quarters  in  the  morning,  Tbeir  march  was  begun 
.At  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  and  did  not  cease  at  all — 
sot  even  after  dark — so  long  as  the  firing  was  still  going 
en  upon  the  heights.  Tbis  new  army— -whose  was  it  ? — 
whence  was  it  P  It  did  not  come  from  the  direction  of 
G6ben,'nor  of  Steinmetz,  nor  of  Prince  Friedrich  Carl. 
I  Of  course  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
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either  of  theae,  but  the  cry  and  rumour  went  around  that 
these  men  were  from  the  army  of  the  Crown  Prince.  I 
do  uot  know  wliether  to  believe  this  or  not,  but  it  is 
freely  said  and  believed  by  many  oiEcera  here  that  a 
detachment  of  the  Crown  Prince's  army  was  sent  up  from 
Tool  to  help,  if  help  were  needed.  To  whoraeocTer  or 
wheresoever  this  Army  Corps  (for  it  was  about  that 
in  extent)  belonged,  its  presence  was  nearly  all  that  was 
required.  It  was  laid  aloog  the  road,  out  of  immediate 
danger,  so  that  if  the  French  centre  had  defeated  tbe 
troops  with  which  it  was  contendiug,  it  must  simply  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  fresh  and  prepared  corps. 

The  advance  of  this  new  corps  must  have  been  felt  by 
them  as  n  final,  a  fatal  blow  for  that  day.  Like  the 
apirita  iu  the  "lufemo,''  their  enemies  were  consumed 
only  to  spring  up  to  full  stature  again.  They  must  have 
realized  how  hopelessly  tliey  were  outnumbered.  From 
that  time  the  struggle  at  that  part  became  very  weak  on 
the  French  side,  aod  the  Prussians  got  a  decided  hold 
farther  up  the  Metz  road^that  is  on  the  southern  side 
of  it.  But  there  seemed  to  be  a  redoubled  fury  on  their 
left.  From  seven  o'clock  to  eight  there  was  little  firing 
beyond  the  village,  but  a  great  tower  of  cloud  and  fire  at 
each  extremity  of  the  battle-field.  A  little  before  eight 
a  large  white  house  on  the  heights  beyond  Gravelotte 
caught  fire.  It  seemed  through  the  gloom  to  be  a  church; 
its  spire  was  now  a  mass  of  flnuie,  and  it  sent  up  a  vast 
cloud  of  black  smoke,  which  contrasted  curiously  with 
the  white  smoke  of  battle. 

Darkness  was  now  drawing  on,  and  after  eight  we  could 
trace  the  direction  of  troops  by  the  fiery  paths  of  their 
bombs,  or  the  long  tongue  of  fire  darting  from  each 
cannon's  mouth.  The  lurid  Bmokc-clouds  of  burning 
houses  joined  with  the  night  to  cast  a  pall  over  the  scene 
and  hide  it  for  ever.     At  half-past  eight  o'clock  one  more 
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rible  attack  by  the  French  on  the  Prussian  right — 
d  that  is  over.  At  a  quarter  to  nine  a  fearful  volley 
ngainst  the  eitreme  Prussian  left,  a  coutimious  coneert 
of  artillery,  and  the  growling  whirr  of  the  niitrailleuse 
aboveal!— and  then  that  is  still.  The  battle  of  Gravelotte 
is  ended,  the  Prussians  hold  the  heights  beyond  the 
Bois  de  Vaux — heights  which  coniniand  the  surrounding 
country  up  to  the  limits  of  the  gun-ranges  of  Metz,  As 
I  went  back  to  the  village  of  Gorze  to  pass  the  night, 
I  turned  at  the  last  point  to  look  upon  the  battle-field. 
It  was  now  a  long,  earth-bound  cloud,  with  two  vast  fires 
— burning  houses — at  each  eud  of  it.  The  day  had 
been  beautiful,  aud  now  the  stars  looked  down  with 
splendour,  eicept  where  the  work  of  agony  and  death 
bad  clouded  the  glow  of  heaven. 

The  great  battle  of  Gravelotte,  the  last  of  the  series  which 
;8n  on  the  14th  of  August  at  Courcelles,  has  been  called 
the  Borodino  of  the  campaign.  The  thanksgivings  which 
went  up  throughout  Germany  for  its  victorious  issue  were 
tempered  with  sorrow  and  awe.  The  slaughter  had  been 
terrific.  The  Prussian  Government  was  slow  to  proclaim 
the  extent  of  its  losses,  but  very  soon  a  wail  went  up 
throughout  Germany,  as  it  was  found  that  hardly  a  family  had 
escaped  bereavemeut.  The  flower  of  the  Prussian  nobility 
fell  on  that  fatal  day.  But  the  victory,  if  dearly  bought, 
WBB  assured.  General  Palikao,  who  had  succeeded  M.  Emile 
Oltivieras  First  Minister  of  the  Empire  at  Paris,  was  inter- 
igated  day  after  day  in  the  Chamber,  and  insisted  that 
intage  was  with  the  French.  So  I'ur,  he  said,  was 
from  being  true  that  the  Germans  had  been  successful, 
that  Marshal  Bazainc  bad  "  driven  the  Prussians  into  (he 
quarries  of  Jaucortt."  Bazaine,  however,  had  sent  word 
to  Paris  that  his  retreat  was  cut  off,  and  two  days  after  the 
^bnttle  he  reported  that  the  enemy  showed  signs  of  "an  inten- 
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tion  to  invest  him."  By  tbe  22tiiitbis  intention  bad  become 
a  fact.  From  tbat  day  dates  the  eeriea  of  works  by  which 
the  batterieB  erected  to  cloae  the  roads  from  Mctz  to  Verdun 
gradually  became  a  system  of  fortifications  that  gurdled  and 
ultimately  atrnngled  the  proudest  city  of  Fraiiec.  Bazaine 
bad  lost  the  opportunity  of  breaking  through  the  lines  of 
the  assailants,  and,  shut  in  at  Metz,  he  was  destined  not 
only  to  surrender  iiis  own  army  there,  hut  to  draw  another 
army  townrda  him  to  ita  utter  destruction. 


I 


THE  CAMP   OP  CHALONS. 


CHAPTER  V. 

TttE  hopes  of  Paris  and  Prance  were  now  turned  to  tie 
camp  at  CbAlons,  whether  MocMahon  had  led  the  troops 
which  he  had  been  able  to  ral]y  from  bis  beaten  army,  and 
to  which  also  De  Failly  had  conducted  a.  corps  that  in  all 
the  war  had  not  once  seen  the  CDemj.  Thither,  too,  the 
Emperor  bad  gone,  and  at  a.  council  of  war  it  was  resolved 
that  General  Trochu  should  command  the  arm;  in  Paris; 
that  the  troops  collected  at  Ch&lona  Bhould  be  directed 
towards  the  capital  under  the  orders  of  Marshal  MacMahon; 
and  thattheEmperorshouldgotoFariB.  To  this  arrangement 
the  Council  of  Ministers  by  which  the  Empress-Eegent  was 
surrounded  offered  the  most  decided  objection.  Fans,  it 
was  said,  was  in  a  perfect  state  of  defence,  with  a  numeroiia 
garrison,  and  the  army  of  Chalons  ought  to  be  employed 
in  breaking  the  blockade  of  Mets.  Tbe  return  of  the 
Emperor  would  be  misunderstood  by  tbe  public. 

While  these  questions  were  being  discussed,  tbe  position 
of  Mariibol  MacMahon  at  Chalons  became  daily  less  tenable. 
Duriug  tbe  memorable  fortnight  that  ended  in  the  grand 
defeat  of  Gravelotte,  tbe  Crown  Prince  bad  been  leading 
his  great  army  tlirough  Lorraine,  and  was  approaching  the 
plains  of  Champagne.  It  is  time  to  glance  at  the  features 
of  his  unresisted  progress.  As  the  army  was  making  its 
way  past  Phalsburg,  the  Special  Correspondent  of  the 
SaVy  Netcs  wrote,  on  the  ISth  of  August : — 

Since  my  last  letter  there  bas  been  marching  to  the  front 
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and  eprea^iug  out  on  the  flnnkti.  There  baa  been  mora 
aod  more  French  territory  occupied  by  the  PrussianB, 
and  yet  no  further  fighting  of  iiKportnnce,  as  far  aa  wa 
knoH',  up  to  the  present  moment.  It  Hould  appear  that 
the  French  are  concentrating  their  forces  on  Metz,  and, 
perhaps,  on  Cbilona.  We  see  that  they  wish  to  avoid  a 
cnnlest  until  they  bave  a  better  chance  than  at  WBrtb, 
which  is  very  wise  on  their  part.  Meanwhile  the  for- 
tresses of  Strasburg,  Phalsburg,  and  Bitsche  form  ia!anda 
in  the  aea  of  invasion.  I  will  not  say  barriers  against 
invasion,  but  islands  to  impede  the  rush  of  the  tide  a 
little.  They  are  the  material  bolds  which  FrQuce  still 
keeps  on  her  semi- German  province,  and  in  case  of  a 
cheek,  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  rear-guard  of  the 
great  invading  army.  I  set  no  high  value  on  any  but 
first-claBa  fortresses.  A  place  thut  would  hold  lifiy 
thousand  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  AViJrth  would 
have  aaved  Alsace  from  invasion — or  saved  all  but  the 
Dorth-eastern  part  of  it,  at  any  rate — if  only  Mae- 
Mabon  had  made  his  stand  behind  the  works.  But  little 
fortresBes  like  Bitscbo  and  Pbalshurg  are  uaeless,  eave 
as  checks  to  the  invader.  They  cannot  atop  him  for  an 
inBtant,  though  they  can  and  do  occupy  many  of  his 
troops.  Here  is  Phalsburg,  for  example,  which  has 
already  detained  a  number  of  German  guua  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  which,  when  I  last  saw  it,  showed  no 
aigDS  of  giving  in.  True,  the  guns  thus  detained  are  of 
b'gbt  calibre.  They  are  nevertheless  kept  from  other 
work,  and  thia  is  something  for  Phalsburg  to  do. 

The  town  was  sharply  cannonaded  this  morning,  and  I 
went  to  see  the  German  batteries  open  fire.  There  was 
a  slight  haze  over  the  surroundiug  country  at  daybreak, 
but  as  the  sun  grew  more  powerful,  the  baze  lifted  into 
gently  driving  clouds.  A  treeze,  just  strong  enough  to 
temper  the  beat  of  the  weather,  stirred  the  leaves  of  the 
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tall  poplar  trees  along  the  straight  French  chautieet,  and 
it  was  nltogether  as  6ne  a  morning  na  you  coulil  wish 
to  see.  From  a  hillock  behind  the  village  of  Zilting, 
tbere  was  a  splendid  view  of  both  the  attack  and 
defence.  Phalsbtirg  could  be  seen  among  the  IveeB  nt 
the  top  of  a  stretcli  ol"  rising  ground,  and  we  could  dis- 
tinguish a  part  of  the  old  rampart  with  its  shady  a 
To  our  left,  across  the  open  fields,  dotted  with  red- 
roofed  farm  buildings,  was  some  rising  ground  opposite 
to  Phalsbiirg,  and  liere  were  the  besieging  batteries, 
whicli  could  scarcely  be  distinguished  at  all  until  their  fire 
commenced.  The  whole  district,  for  niiJea  away,  was 
spread  out  like  a  map  before  us,  and  we  saw  the  Yosges 
mountains  to  the  eastward  shutting  us  otT  from  the  valley 
of  tbe  Ehine.  Had  it  not  been  such  a  deadly  game  that 
was  to  be  played,  audi  a  terrible  moment  of  aniiety  for 
the  people  of  tbe  little  town,  there  could  have  been  no 
pleasaiiter  excursion  than  this  one  to  see  the  batteries 
begin  their  work.  I  tell  no  secret  when  I  say  that  tbe 
German  attack  was  made  with  ScJd  artillery,  and  that 
a  great  many  of  these  light  guns  had  been  brought  into 
position.  The  capture  of  PhaUburg  is  an  important 
point  for  the  Crown  Prince,  but  not  important  enough 
to  make  the  nrmy  wait  for  heavy  siege  guns.  Prussian 
tactics  are  to  push  forward  and  mask  the  fortresses 
wliiih  are  encountered  on  the  way,  leaving  a  few  bat- 
talions to  watch  them. 

From  our  positions  on  the  hillock  behind  Zilling  every- 
thing is  to  be  seen.  Now  a  puff  of  white  smoke  goes 
up  on  tbe  letl  and  a  fierce  rush  through  the  air  tells  of 
a  passing  shell.  It  falls  in  the  town.  Poor  bduU  within, 
they  did  not  fancy  when  war  was  deciiired  bow  soon  their 
rafters  would  be  crashing  about  their  ears  !  Tet  they 
live  in  a  fortilied  place,  and  must  take  their  chance. 
But  we  cannot  Lelp  a  wisb  that  tlie  shells  may  only 
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public  property,  oa  Bhriek  after  sliriek  through 
the  air  tells  of  their  paasage.  Now  there  is  firiog  from  the 
right.  The  French  gunners  have  manned  their  pieces, 
and  reply  in  esccUent  atyle.  Flasli  after  flash  comes  out 
from  the  old  rampart.  The  smoke  curls  up  among  those 
shady  treea  whoro  the  garrison  have  often  eat  in  summer 
erenings  with  pipe  or  cigar,  and  where  the  nursemaids 
have  brought  children  to  play.  Ton  know  the  look  of 
these  old  ramparts  in  pea.ce  time,  and  can  fancy  them 
now,  with  only  sotdiera  upon  them,  who  are  in  no 
sporting  mood.  There  is  flash  after  flash  from  the 
ramparts  and  from  the  opposite  rising  ground !  There 
is  a  constant  whistling  and  shrieking  across  the  space 
between,  and  a  flying  up  of  dust  among  the  German 
guns,  or  a  crash  among  the  roofs  of  the  town,  as  one 
aide  or  tlie  other  makes  a  hit.  If  Phalsburg  is  in  good 
order,  the  determined  commandant  may  earn  promotion 
by  a  long  defence;  but  if  his  works  once  get  disabled, 
he  is  lost.  The  Germans  have  a  strong  force,  as  we  can 
see,  ready  to  advance,  and  after  Weiaseiiburg  we  know 
that  mere  ramparts  will  not  stop  them,  See  the  dark- 
coloured  smoke  rising  above  the  trees  and  floating  away 
behind  the  church  tower.  One  column  of  smoke,  then 
anotiier.  It  is  clear  that  houses  are  burning,  but  not 
so  clear  that  the  French  guns  are  silenced.  Tbey  fire 
more  slowly  than  tlieir  aaaailanta,  and  seem  to  aim 
rather  high.  But  there  is  heavy  metal  in  the  booming 
reports  which  came  from  the  Phalsburg  ramparts.  Three 
distinct  columns  of  dark  smoke  rise  from  the  town.  It 
is  sad  to  think  of  the  suffering  of  any  inhabitants  who 
may  have  rashly  remained.  What  would  our  friend  the 
"Consent  "  of  Erckmann-Chatrian'a  delightful  talea  say 
if  be  saw  the  days  of  the  great  war  come  back  again,  and 
the  foe  from  beyond  the  Khine  beaicgiDg  his  dear  old 
town?     That   big  gun  from  the  rampart   booms  forth 
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again,  and  the  smoke-clouds  rise  tLicker  tiinn  ever.  It 
is  a  good  defence.     One  can  fancy  how  the  hearts  of  the 

'  viUagera  round  about  must  leat  at  each  shriek  of  the 
besiegers'  shells.  They  have  doubtless  friends  and  re- 
lations who  may  be  injured  tu  person  or  property  by 
every  shot  that  is  fired.  Would  that  the  lesson  of  the 
"  Conscrit "  and  its  sequel  had  gone  home  in  France,  and 
that  this  war  had  not  been  brought  about ! 

The  people  have  become  more  and  more  French  as  we 
have  advanced.  They  have  gradually  ceased  to  speak 
German  at  all,  and  the  confusion  of  a  veritable  foreign 
conquest  has  arisen.  From  the  stolid  careless  air  of 
the  Alsatian  peasants  we  hBve  come  among  men  who 
are  bitterly  wounded  at  what  ia  happening  around  them. 
The  fluent,  though  rough,  German  dialect  of  o  few  days 
back  ia  exchanged  for  a  stray  sentence  of  broken  German, 
and  a  copious  supply  of  clear  metallic  French,  rattled  out 
■  with  an  irreproachable  accent.  We  are  at  last  really  in 
France.  I  have  seen  twenty  cases  of  mistaken  phrases, 
and  of,  consequently,  mistaken  wrath.  "  Sagen  sie  mirwo 
i»t  dag Haupt-Qvartier  f  "  is  met  by  "A}i,Monmeur,  woim 
n'avong  pltii  du  cognac ; "  and  so  on  with  every  variety  of 
blunder.  The  soldiers  are  not  inclined  to  be  harsh,  if  only 
they  get  what  they  think  thej  ought  to  have,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  in  the  demeanour  of  their 
terrible  foes.  But  this  difference  of  language  benins  to 
make  the  everyday  intercourse  of  conquerors  andconquered 
far  from  smooth.  The  French  accept  their  ill-luck  fairly 
enough ;  what  they  are  put  out  of  temper  by  is  being 
shouted  at  in  strange  tongues  and  shaken  by  the  shoulder  if 
Ihey  are  dull.  One  of  their  favourite  theories  is  that  oU 
civilized  men  speak  a  little  of  the  language  of  the  world, 
and  here  are  thousands  of  men,  civilized  enough  to  ont- 
shoot  the  Chnssepdt,  who  spe&k  not  a  single  intelligible 
word.    It  ia  Tery  hard  for  our  lively  neighbours.    Let  me 
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do  them  justice — let  me  do  both  sides  justice— they  bear  it 
lilie  sensible  men,  nud  the  Germans  are  not  angry  or  yin- 
dictire.  I  cannot  but  tiiink  that  the  whole  scene  as  we 
advanceia  a  tribute  to  moderncivilizatioa.  Here  are  young 
girls  standing  laughingat  the  cottagedoors,  not  a  bit  afraid 
of  violence  ;  and  we  pass  after  a  hundred  tbousaud  men, 
more  or  less,  have  gone  by  along  that  same  road.  It  would 
not  have  been  so  in  the  Thirty  Tears'  War.  It  would 
scarcely  have  been  so  some  fifty  years  back.  But  bere  it 
is  to-day.  The  village  maidens  stand  half-shy, half-curious, 
to  gee  the  Prince  and  his  Staff  ride  on  their  way  ;  the  old 
people  ait  basking  in  tlie  sunshine,  aad  shaking  thetr 
heads  over  tlie  evil  days.  One  can  remember  1S14,  with 
the  Allies  going  to  Paris,  another  has  seen  something  of 
the  array  of  the  Firit  Napoleon,  and  thinks  that  if  the 
Old  Guard  were  alive  tbey  would  make  a  breakfast  of 
these  gentlemen.  I  notice  that  the  younger  and  more 
active  men  look  gloomily  at  the  long  coluuins  which  pass. 
The  honour  of  La  Belle  France  is  involved  in  this  nfl'air, 
and  they  are  sad  to  see  her  territory  invaded.  Take  it  as 
a  whole,  the  conduct  of  the  people  ia  quiet  and  reason- 
able. Tbey  shrug  their  shoulders  and  say  with  a  smile,  we 
have  not  had  our  turn  yet;  wait  till  the  Emperor  ia  ready  t 

It  is  the  FSte  Napoleon,  and  no  Jlags  or  fireworks  are 
allowed  in  honour  of  tbe  day.  Nevertheless  I  notice 
that  many  villagers  are  in  holiday  attire.  The  habit  of 
the  thing  is  followed  without  any  particular  care  to  com- 
pliment the  Imperial  family,  for,  as  jou  may  imagine,  I 
hear  many  curses  against  the  policy  of  war.  As  we  came 
along  to-day  through  the  harvest- fields,  a  few  people 
were  nt  work,  in  spite  of  the  fete,  and  the  invasion,  and 
everything  else,  for,  as  one  of  the  peasants  said,  it  is  such 
a  iiard  time  for  them  that  they  must  earn  all  they  can. 
A  battle  must  soon  occur,  but  we  know  ao  little  of  the 
French  raovements,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  which 
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direction  the  blow  will  fall,  "  Forward  to  Paris  "  U  tho 
cry  of  the  German  soliiiere.  The  commanders  are  con- 
tent na  yet  to  bear  heavily  against  the  French  centre  in 
Lorraine,  and  to  threaten  the  road  to  Chalons. 

On  the  17th,  the  same  Correapondent  vrrote  from  near 

Kancf : — 

"hi  all  the  panic  of  the  invasion,  and  all  the  losses  of  the 
French,  that  bold  GoTemor  of  Phalsburg,  General  Tal- 
houet,  has  stood  out  as  an  example  of  what  governors 
of  fortresses  should  be.  He  was  gallantly  holding  hia  own 
when  we  bad  a  glimpse  of  his  battered  defences,  and  of 
the  smoke  from  the  burning  tuwn.  He  received  a  flag  of 
truce  with  a  firm  refusal  to  Burrender,  and  ndded,  that 
neit  day,  it  being  the  fete  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  he 
should  fire  a  salute  of  21  gunp.  Tlie  salute  was  not  to 
bo  fired  from  the  front,  but  from  the  tlauk  cf  the  works, 
to  show  that  it  was  not  part  of  the  defence.     I  have  heard 

I     the  Prussian  officers  speak  loudly  in  praise  of  this  Phals- 

\  hurg  commandant.  "  If  we  do  starve  him  out,"  they 
say,  "  we  will  give  him  a  good  dinner  when  he  comes  to 
our  camp."     And  so  they  would,  you  may  depend. 

I  have  passed  through  the  city  of  Nanc)-,  which  was  fiilf 
of  German  troops.  The  Bavarian  part  of  Ihe  Southern 
Army  was  there  in  full  force.  Sky-blue  uniforms  were 
to  be  seen  at  every  turn.  Crested  helmets  of  the 
Bavarian  infantry  were  thronging  the  footways,  and 
fresh-faced  young  soldiers  looked  out  of  upper  windows 
by  dozens.  The  nuracrona  French  inhabitants  seemed 
absolutely  stupefied,  and  groups  of  well-dressed  men 
stood  staring  at  the  invaders  as  though  they  had  never 
eeen  'soldiers  before.  It  was  a  striking  sight — the  large 
French  city  occupied  by  foreigners ;  the  subjects  of  the 
Imperor  burdened  by  tiuartering  of  the  Germans,  whose 
country  they  were  to  have  invaded  themselves  ten  days 
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fiiupe!  It  is  a  liard  thing  to  be  thus  overruo.  But 
tlie  Germane  are  less  Larah  than  might  have  been  feared, 
when  we  tliink  how  angry  they  were  three  weeks  ago  t 

"From  Nancy  the  eame  Correspondent  wrote  on  the  19th 
of  August,  the  day  al'ter  the  battle  of  Gravelotte: — 
The  battles  of  the  IRth  and  of  yesterday  have  produced 
a  great  change  in  the  French  position.  From  being 
merely  weak  and  precarious,  that  position  has  become 
positively  dangerous.  On  Tuesday  the  French  troopa 
were  forced  hack  from  the  southern  road  from  Metz  to 
Paris,  and  were  compelled  to  maintain  a  doubtful  struggle 
two  days  after  for  their  only  remaining  road  westward, 
that  from  Metz  to  Verdun  in  a  slightly  northerly  curve. 
If  what  we  now  hear  bo  true,  you  will  havo  olready 
learned  hy  telegraph  that  the  French  right  has  been 
completely  turned,  and  tLat  the  northern  road  to  Paris 
is  also  thoroughly  occupied  by  the  Germans.  Both  the 
roads  from  MotE  being  cut  by  the  Pruasinns,  Paris  is 
well  ninh  lost  already.  The  National  Guard  can  never 
cope  with  the  Prussians  in  tJie  field,  and  France  has 
not  enough  of  trained  soldiers  to  equip  at  once  an- 
other army.  For  these  reasons  I  think  that  yesterday's 
battle  has  proved  fatal  to  the  Emperor's  plan  of  defence. 
The  battle  of  Tuesday,  the  l(Jth,  was  very  bloody,  and 
at  one  moment  the  French  pressed  hard  upon  their  in- 
vadera  Ton  will  have  beard  of  the  splendid  charge  of 
Prussian  light  cavalry,  which  gave  time  for  the  10th 
Corps  to  come  up  in  support  of  the  gallant  fellows  of  the 
3rd  Corps,  and  of  the  capture  of  two  or  more  French 
eagles  towards  the  close  of  the  day.  That  light  cavalry 
charge  of  the  Prussians  wassoperiorto  our  famous  charge 
of  Balaclava,  inasmucli  as  it  served  the  highest  military 
purpose — the  winning  of  a  battle  ;  and  was  superior  to 
the  French  heavy  cavalry  charge  at  Worth,  inasmuch  as 
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it  waa  done  with  a  cbaace  of  auccess.  The  French  at 
I  "Worth  threw  away  their  cuirassisre  like  madmen,  whilst 
B  the  Pnuaians,  in  this  battle  of  August  IG,  eared  a 
P  corpa  iTannie  by  the  heroic  Belf-aacrifi.ce  of  the  light 
dragoon  regiments,  which  dashed  into  the  French  line  to 
gain  time  for  the  10th  Corps  to  come  up,  I  hear  that 
on  the  16tli  and  yesterday  the  French  troops  fought  with 
desperate  courage,  and  that  on  both  days  the  Imperial 
Guard  was  under  6re.  But  brave  as  were  the  men  on 
one  side,  those  on  the  other  wore  their  equals  in  courage, 
whilst  they  had  better  generalship  to  lend  them  to 
victory.  The  PrussiaoB  are  resolved  to  conquer  or  die. 
Tlieira  ia  not  a  passing  excitement,  stirring  tlie  blood  for 
a  day,  but  the  long-pondered  determination  of  an  earueet 
people.  They  have  lost  frightfully  in  thcee  last  battlea. 
Thousands  of  Grerman  soldiers  have  been  killed  and 
wounded.  Tet  in  the  end  of  each  fight  they  have  patched 
back  the  desperate  Frenchman,  and  have  carried  out  their 
Generals'  plans  with  admirable  devotion.  And  now  a 
word  of  the  Third  Army,  commanded  by  the  Crown 
Prince,  While  Steinmetz  and  Prince  Frederick  Charles 
have  done  bo  well  on  the  right  of  the  main  French  army, 
the  Crown  Prince  bus  occupied  a  more  aud  more  threat- 
ening position  on  the  right  of  the  whole  French  position. 
Unlesa  General  de  Faiily  can  quickly  muster  .1  sufficient 
force  to  cover  Central  and  Southern  France,  the  Empire 
will  be  exposed  to  imminent  danger  in  regions  which  are 
quite  unprepared  for  defence.  Once  relieved  from  the 
postitbility  of  a  movement  from  the  northward,  the  Crown 
Prince  can  do  pretty  much  m  he  likes  in  other  quarters. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  smaller  French  fortresses 
are  making  a  gallant  resistance.  Phalsbm'g  bos  already 
become  a  great  name  in  the  war,  on  accouat  of  its 
ling  out  so  obstinately ;  and  Tout,  the  old  cathedral 
■  town,  the  quietest,  most  uuwarlike  of  bygone  strong- 
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ho]<U,  boB  juat  been  succeasfully  repelling  a  BDnieTbiLt; 
Berioua  attack.  Toul  lies  westward  of  Nancy ;  and  tbo 
Third  Army,  wbich  is  cbarged  with  clearing  the  country 
in  that  direction,  baa  ran  fuul  of  its  ramparts.  Tbere 
aeems  to  have  been  a  mistake  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
place  for  defeoce,  and  yeaterday  morning's  attack  waa 
met  with  great  vigour  by  the  French  garriaon.  They 
did  not  venture  on  a  sortie  to  follow  up  their  advantage, 
but  they  inflicted  a  certain  loss  on  the  assailaDt?,  with, 
as  far  aa  we  know,  very  tittle  loss  to  tbemBelvea.  The 
news  has  caused  great  joy  in  Nancy,  where  the  people  are 
(tisguated  by  a  military  occupation,  and  bum  to  bear  of 
French  successes.  I  saw  dozens  of  wcll-dreased  young 
men  crowding  the  rood  to  Toul  to  gather  any  fresh  scrap 
of  information,  and  the  peasants  in  the  wayside  cottages 
were  all  curiosity  to  see  the  wounded  pass.  If  a  proper 
system  of  wholesale  conscription  had  put  all  these  cily 
youths  and  curious  peasants  in  the  army  or  the  Land- 
wehr,  France  need  not  have  been  in  thia  atate  of  aniious 
deapondency.  She  has  men  enough,  and  to  spare,  but 
only  three  or  four  hundred  thous.ind  aoldiers.  Her 
National  Guard  ia  but  a  half-trained  militia,  whilst  the 
PruBsian  Landwehr  is  as  good  as  the  Line.  Even  now 
the  Landwehr  is  advancing  in  force  to  support  the  active 
array.  It  will  besiege  the  fortresses,  fill  up  the  gaps  in 
the  line  of  defence,  and  hold  the  conquered  provinces 
while  the  army  goes  on  to  Paris. 

One  must  needs  pity  theso  conquered  provinces. 
They  do  not  suffer  any  of  what  are  technically  called 
"  the  borrora  of  war."  Young  girls  stand  at  the  cottage 
doors  in  the  \-illagea,  or  at  the  street  corners  in  the  towns, 
to  see  the  soldiers  paaa,  and  are  not  injured  by  them. 
Shops  are  open  in  the  towns  and  are  not  plundered ; 
peaceable  citizens  go  about  their  busiueaa  without  fear 
for  life  or  limb.     It  is  essentially  a  civilized  war  in  these 


respecta.      But  fruit   and  vegetables  are  takeu  along  tlie 

»  wayside,  horaea  are  pressed  into  the  service,  Boldiers  are 
quartered  on  the  people,  and  large  suppliea  of  food  are 
demanded  from  the  local  authorities.  My  wiah  is  to 
give  jou  a  true  picture  of  what  takes  place,  and  neither 
to  make  much  of  the  angry  compjaiuta  which  I  hear 
from  tiie  French,  nor  to  treat  such  complaints  as  lightly 
as  the  Germans  are  inclined  to  do.  The  fact  is,  that  if 
we  start  with  a  notion  of  war  founded  on  what  the  armies 
of  the  French  Eepublic  did  to  their  enemies  in  1795-G, 
this  German  invasion  of  France  in  1870  will  seem  very 
civilized  and  merciful.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  lake  our 
stand  on  the  rights  of  private  property  and  the  highest 
!Engli»h  ideal  of  a  "  ready-money  commissariat,*'  there 

■  vijl  seem  to  be  something  harsh  and  oppressive  in  the 
quartering  of  troops  on  the  villagers.  All  foreigners 
have  this  notion,  that  troops  sliould  be  quartered  uu  ihe 
conquered  people,  who  find  their  visitors  in  food.  The 
luckless  Tillage  which  lies  near  the  road  la  eaten  up  by 
thousands  of  uuwelcome  guests,  and  the  more  remote 
Tillage  escapes  with  a  trifling  loss.  However,  there  is 
hope  for  the  world,  and  progress  in  even  the  laws  of  war. 
This  is  a  bitter  time  fur   the  conquered  French,  and 

Pmany  individuals — farmers,  horse-dealers,  and  wayside 
cottagers — suffer  grievous  lose.  But  when  we  compare 
it  with  the  bad  old  wars  of  former  days,  we  see  tliat 
progress  has  been  made. 
The  aueieut  city  of  Nancy  is  sad  and  gloomy ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  people  of  the  city  are  sad.  I  cannot  extend 
such  a  description  to  the  mere  outward  eifect  of  the 
streets.  True,  the  shutters  are  closed  in  many  of  the 
shops,  the  hotels  are  almost  empty,  and  the  cafes  in  some 
quarters  deserted.  These  things  do  not  sound  cheerful; 
yet  there  is  plenty  of  noise  and  bustle.  Soldiers  are 
here,  there,  and  everywhere.     Military  convoys  rumble 
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through  the  streets,  niid  orderlies  with  inesaageB  go 
clattering  to  and  out  of  the  gates.  There  ia  no  lack  of 
movement  among  tlie  troops.  One  detachment  is  suc- 
ceeded by  another  with  the  regularity  of  clockH-ork. 
The  railway  ia  to  be  caed  na  far  as  practicable  to  ligliten 
the  traffic  oa  the  roads,  and  everything  is  to  be  pushed 
forward  aa  though  time  were  counted  by  hours  aud  not 
by  days.  Well  may  the  citizena  stand  with  folded  arms 
and  Btare  gloomily  at  the  passing  regiments.  Loud 
sound  the  drums  and  trumpets,  heavy  and  ateady  ia  the 
tramp  of  the  soldiers'  feet.  Tou  look  at  them  with 
wonder  as  part  of  an  ineihaustible  conjuring  trick. 
Still  more  and  more  of  them  coming  westward.  "AJasl" 
cry  the  conquered  people  of  Lorraine,  ''  it  ia  not  an  army, 
but  a  nation,  which  cornea."  AIof,  indeed,  for  the  wayside 
cottages, which  will  be  burdened  with  constant  billeting; 
alas  ibr  the  artieans  in  the  towns,  who  earji  so  little  in 
these  troubled  times,  and  must  entertain  military  lodgers 
all  the  same  !  I  know  that  the  French  are  to  blame  for 
the  war,  but  I  cannot  help  being  sorry  for  the  individuals 
who  suffer  eo  much  loea  and  discomfort.  They  aay 
that  aa  mere  lodgers,  apart  from  the  question  of  feeding 
them,  the  German  troops  behavo  quietly  enough.  They 
bebave  better  to  the  French  than  the  Turcos  and  Zouaves 
would  have  behaved  to  them  in  their  German  towns. 
No  doubt  they  do,  But  what  a  !ong  way  off  that  other 
side  of  the  picture  seeme,  now  that  Germany  has  struck 
her  blow  ! 

"WTiilst  there  seemed  a  chance  tli  ■':  Bai.iina  might  gain  a 
battle  near  Metz,  that  the  desperate  efforts  of  the  Imperial 
Guard  might  turn  the  scale  against  the  skill  and  spirit  of 
the  Prussians,  it  was  necesBary  to  hold  the  Third  Army  in 
readiness  to  march  northward.  Accordingly,  while  the 
battles  of  VionviUe  and  Gravelotte  were  raging,  the  Third 
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Army  lay  in  the  country  nbout  Kaacy  and  Luneville,  half 
erpetting  to  be  ordered  up  iu  support  of  the  other  Germau 
armies.  When  news  of  tho  defeat  of  the  French  by  Stein- 
metz  and  Prince  Frederick  Charles  arrived,  the  advance  to 
Paris  was  reBumed,  though  only  for  a  time,  aa  narrated  in 
the  following  letter,  from  the  Crown  Prince's  head-quarters, 
dated  Vaucouleura,  August  21 : — 

The  Third  Army,  which  led  off  with  such  briiliaat  success 
in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  haa  been  waiting  impatieotly 
for  its  turn  to  come  again.     It  is  an  army  which  shows 

(France  a  very  good  picture  of  the  united  Germany  tliat  id 
arrayed  against  her.  There  are  the  sky-blue  uniforms 
of  the  Bavarians,  the  darlier  colours  of  the  Wiirteniberg 
and  Baden  troops,  nud  the  spiked  helmets  of  the  Prus- 
Biaua,  mingled  together  in  a  common  cause.  All  are  fult 
of  seal  to  distinguish  themselves  uuder  the  eyes  of  the 
Crown  Prince,  and  all  are  impatient — in  soldier-like 
fashion — to  iiave  as  mucb  iigbting  as  possible.  It  Las 
been  the  misfortune  of  France  iu  this  struggle  to  hiive 
been  so  much  dreaded  as  a  probable  invader,  that  she 
I  herself  has  been  invaded  with  the  energy  of  a  great 
i  patriotic  aiovemeut  on  her  enemy's  part.  Tho  German 
\  soldiers  are  even  now  as  auiious  to  £gbt  at  any  cost, 
13  prodigal  of  their  lives  iu  battle,  as  though  they 
.  were  making  a  stand  upon  the  Ehiae. 
Bie  roads  ore  crowdeii  with  trains  of  aramuoitiou  waggons, 
with  stores  of  provisions,  and  with  mosses  of  infantry. 
T\"oe  to  the  luckless  wayside  villages;  woe  to  the  farniers 
who  have  crops  in  wayside  fields.  There  is  no  danger 
I  to  )ifc  or  limb  among  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  but 
there  ia  danger  of  being  fairly  eaten  out  of  house  and 
\  bouie.  There  ia  an  unavoidable  trampling  down  of 
I  crops  in  the  fields  where  the  soldiers  pass,  and  there  is 
I   Buuh  a  demand  for  means  of  transport  as  leaves  little 
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cliaiics  to  tliB  farmer  of  keeping  liia  liorees  for  himself. 
ill!  getu  a  rt'ceipt  of  aome  sort  in  moat  eases,  But  no 
amoiiut  of  paper  security  will  comfort  the  average 
Prencli  fanner  in  the  preaeDt  criBis.  Poor  man .'  it  is 
sucli  ail  unespected  blow.  ""Why  does  the  Emperor 
make  war,"  I  Iiave  heard  n  dozen  saJ-looking  men  in 
blouses  exclaim,  "if  he  knows  not  how  to  make  it?"  A 
pli'^biscite  in  the  occupied  districts  at  this  moment  would 
iieed  no  foreign  pleasure  to  be  flooded  with  "  nons." 

There  is  n  straight  and  rapid  march  westward  of  the  Third 
Army,  supported  by  other  troops.  Without  seeking  to 
set  forth  the  delails  of  the  movement  in  any  i 
that  could  help  the  other  side,  I  may  put  it  down  that 
more  than  a  hundred  atid  fifCy  tliousand  men,  full  of 
confidence,  fliislied  with  victory,  and  splendidly  orgn- 
uized,  are  about  to  beat  up  the  quarters  of  the  French. 
Three  or  four  columns  are  marching  abreast  on  some  of 
the  roads.  Two  go  by  tiie  road  itself,  and  in  some  cases 
two  more  move  through  the  (ielda  to  right  and  left,  or  at 
least  one  other  column  makes  a  way  which  is  a  little  out 
of  order  serve  the  purpose  of  the  moment.  Great  are 
the  "blocks"  and  crushes,  tremendous  the  swearing  at 
critical  corners.  But,  on  the  whole,  it  is  remarkabln 
how  well  these  columns  arc  directed ;  how  carefully 
they  choose  their  routes  through  the  invaded  provincca. 
"Wheels  are  rumbling  ond  wiiips  are  cracking  along 
many  a  road.  The  columns  are  hailed  to  rest  in  some 
places,  and  there  might  te  seen  the  bright  bivouac  liro 
twinkling  in  the  fields,  or  long  lines  of  horses  standing 
silently  nt  supper.  Though  many  columns  are  haltei', 
others  are  moving  on.  The  road  is  still  alive  witli 
military  preparation.  Do  not  fancy  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war  as  attending  the  march  of  the 
columns  of  supply,  It  is  a  pretty  sight  to  seo  tho 
Lancers   or   Dragoons   who   led    the    invasion   trotting 
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over  hill  and  dale,  with  every  nerve  Btroined  to  detect  a 
|)Oasible  foe.  There  is  an  impressive  force  about  the 
advance  of  the  dusty  and  tirud  infantry — the  murmur  of 
many  voices,  and  tramp  of  many  feet  passing  forward 
like  a  slorin  sighing  in  the  woods.  Even  the  weight 
and  siownesB  of  the  guns  has  its  own  peculiar  dignity. 
They  are  deadly  weapons  in  elmrge  of  determined  fight- 
ing men.  But  the  inunmerable  columns  of  supply,  the 
baggage  and  ammunition,  tlie  food  and  provender,  are 
very  prosaic,  though  very  necessary.  There  are  miles 
of  hay  waggons — a  good  omen  for  cavalry  horses. 
I'arther  ou  are  other  miles  of  bread  waggons,  of  bacon 
and  beef  waggons.  Horned  cattle  are  led  along  by  the 
score  to  become  beef  in  due  time;  clothes  and  equip- 
ments, medicines,  and  blaultetg,  are  brought  rumbling 
on  into  France.  If  the  people  were  aatouiiilied  at  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  journey,  they  are  now  simply  be- 
wildered beyond  all  power  of  recovery.  An  avalanche 
has  fallen  upon  them. 

One  cannot  see  it  for  one's  self,  but  the  sight  of  the  advanc- 
ing host,  as  a  wayside  village  sees  it,  from  first  to  last, 
must  be  something  to  remember.  The  people  will  tell 
in  a  dreamy  way  how  they  heard  that  the  Prussians  were 
coming.  Tbero  was  news  of  them  four,  five,  six  days 
ago,  as  the  case  may  be.  Yes,  ma  foi,  they  heard  that 
Ihcy  were  coming,  but  did  not  believe  it.  Then 
there  was  a  party  of  Lancers  seen  upon  the  road.  The 
people  wondered  what  would  happen.  Monsieur  le  Cure 
told  them  that  in  modern  wars  they  did  not  kill  those 
who  remained  quiet,  so  their  confidence  was  enough  to 
keep  them  at  home.  The  village  shop  was  slmt,  and 
everybody  closed  his  door  and  peeped  from  the  window. 
Now  the  Lancers  rode  into  the  street,  and  8  few  came 
forward  to  the  principal  house^the  Hotel  de  Ville — if 
Ihc  place   ranked  as  a  "bourg,"    or  small  town.     The 
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Boldiera  asked  for  food  'and  drink,  said  they  would  do  no 
harm  if  they  were  not  molested,  nod  presently  got  off 
their  liorsea.  "Witli  details  very  uligbtly  varying,  I 
have  heard  of  tiiia  first  entry  in  several  places,  aud 
have  heard  liow  infantry  soon  began  to  come :  one 
regiment — two,  three,  a  dozen  regiments.  The  bread 
was  eaten,  the  wine  was  drunk,  and  the  people  were 
well  nigh  ruined  by  feeding  their  guesta.  Were  they 
bad  fellows  in  their  way  P  A  delicate  (]ucstion  this,  aud 
one  to  which  a  stranger  can  expect  but  a  guarded  answer. 
What  sort  of  fellows  were  they,  these  invading  soldiers  ? 
"  Oh,  not  very  bad,  if  only  they  had  not  such  dreadful 
appetites,  and  if  they  could  make  themselves  under- 
stood." It  is  hard  to  be  shaken  and  growled  at  in  La 
Selle  Franee  itself  for  not  speaking  the  language  of  the 
G«riuan  Fatherland.  It  is  harder  still  to  have  a  slip  of 
paper,  negotiahle  Heaven  knows  when,  instead  of  a  good 
cart-horee,  or  fat  bullock.  But  the  conquered  people 
suffered  far  more  in  olden  times.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
French  will  be  very  angry  and  apt  to  magnify  their  ill- 
fortune,  great  as  it  is,  aad  I  think  that  the  beat  thing 
which  can  he  done  is  to  state  frankly  tho  sort  of  injury 
endured  bv  the  peasants,  the  taking  of  cattle,  and  eating 
up  of  bread,  whilst  stating  as  frankly  that  I  have 
heard  no  complaint  of  personal  violence,  and  that  the 
women  do  not  seem  at  all  afraid  of  the  rough, 
loud-voiced  fellows  who  swarm  around  them.  The 
columns  pour  steadily  on.  Wo  wonder  what  is  bemg 
done  for  defence  on  the  other  side,  aud  c-annot  but 
admire  the  little  piece  of  defensive  work  which  the 
garrison  of  Toul  ia  doing  close  to  us.  Like  Phals- 
burg,  the  city  of  Toul  is  a  point  of  gallaut  resistance, 
but  not  in  any  way  a  rallying  point  for  the  sur- 
roundiug  people.  The  fortress  is  held,  and  the  enemy 
passes  on  without  troubling  himself  to  take  it.     Both  at 
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Fhalsburg  and  at  Toul  there  bas  been  an  experiments 
attack,  which  has  given  the  garriaon  aa  opportunity  of 
distinction.  I  should  add  that  the  French  authorities 
seemed  disposed  to  avoid  unnecessary  destruction  of 
property  by  merely  blowing  up  and  knocking  down  to 
hinder  the  Germans.  Tbere  are  no  traces  of  nn  attempt 
at  la  petite  giterre,  aa  far  as  I  have  yet  Been.  The  French 
simply  retreat  clear  out  of  reach  when  they  do  not  mean 
to  fight  in  earnest,  and  leave  the  open  towns  and  villages 
to  be  quietly  occupied  by  the  advancing  foe. 

If  the  grim  old  Sieur  de  Vaucouleura  were  again  on 
earth  he  would  not  be  surprised  at  any  amount  of 
invasion.  It  was  as  natural  in  his  day  that  France 
should  be  invaded  as  that  the  grapes  and  com  should 
ripen  on  the  sunny  hill-aides  near  his  castle.  But  he 
Lad  a  distinct  idea  of  what  should  be  done  under  cir- 
cumstances like  the  present.  Invasion  was  to  he  met 
by  vigorous  resistance.  The  Sieur  de  Vaucouleurs  would 
have  ordered  a  levie  en  matte  of  the  inliahitants,  and 
allowed   even  women  to  fight.     In  the  church  of  this 

<  little  town  is  a  painted  window,  put  there  centuries  after, 
to  record  the  giving  of  her  sword  to  -Toan  of  Arc.  Over 
the  Hotel  de  Yille  is  a  statue  of  the  Maid,  and  her  fame 
is  the  great  souvenir  of  Vaucouleurs.  It  is  a  souvenir 
which  bears  on  the  actual  state  of  things  in  France. 
Kot  that  the  French  army  has  need  of  encouragment 

-  by  an  inspired  heroine,  but  that  everything  must  depend 
on  whether  France  can  trust  her  raw  recruits,  her  National 
Guard,  and  her  hasty  levies  of  all  kinds.  The  French 
army  is  fighting  hard,  as  the  terrible  losses  on  both 
sides  near  Metz  suiEciently  prove.  But  the  army  alone 
is  overmatched  by  the  Germans.    They,  too,  are  fighting 

'  hard,  are  throwing  away  their  lives  with  splendid  bravery, 
and  they  can  bring  at  least  five  trained  men  against 
three.    So  Franco  must  call  out  every  citizen  soldier, 


WAS   CORMBSPONDKKCE. 


and  must  give  each  raaa  the  epirit  of  1792,  or  of  the  old 
days  of  Joan  of  Arc,  if  ehe  would  avoid  a  lieavy  pay- 
ment for  lier  rash  aggrcBsion.  The  Guard  Mobile  will 
have  to  bear  its  part  in  what  is  coining,  and  to  meet,  not 
a  half-tmined  force  like  iti'elf,  hut  the  hest  troops  of 
Germany.  There  is  a  rapid  concentration  of  troops, 
under  t!io  command  of  the  Cro«n  Prince,  which 
threatens  the  road  to  ChAlona ;  tiiere  is  an  ample  force 
left  (o  watch  Met?. ;  and  there  are  masses  of  well-trained 
Landivehr  men  advancing  by  every  road  between  the 
Khine  and  the  Mcuse.  Phalsburg  will  be  left  to  the 
Landwehr  to  besiege,  so  will  Bitsche,  and  probably  Stras- 
burg.  The  whole  of  the  actiye  army  of  Germany  will 
be  available  to  blockade  Metx  or  capture  Chalons,  There 
is  such  bustle  iu  the  streets  of  Vaucouleurs  that  the 
younger  portion  of  the  inhabitants  aro  veiy  well  amused 
in  spite  of  their  misgivinga  about  the  public  safety. 
Boys  and  girls  who  are  old  enough  to  run  about  oione 
get  into  snug  corners  to  feast  their  eyes  on  tho  horses 
and  the  uniforms.  Especially  do  they  like  to  gather 
near  the  quarters  of  the  Prince,  and  observe  from  a 
little  distance  the  Koyal  standard  waving  over  the  en- 
trance, and  the  two  soldiers  in  spiked  bclmets  pacing  up 
and  down.  It  is  no  idle  task  that  mounting  guard  at 
the  Prince's  door,  for  the  number  of  officers  who  pass 
makes  the  duty  one  of  constant  saluting.  The  GFermans 
neglect  nothing  on  account  of  the  war,  but  are  estab- 
lished hero  OB  tranquilly  as  they  might  beat  Berlin  or 
Munich.  I  own  that  the  crowd  in  proportion  to  the 
space  would  be  appalling  for  a  city  ia  time  of  peace. 
But  there  is  such  order  and  regularity  iu  the  whole 
system,  and  the  difierent  functionaries  settle  so  promptly 
into  their  new  quarters,  that  they  seem  to  have  been 
here  two  months  rather  than  two  days- 
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pROH  the  8th  of  August,  wlien  the  disasters  of  Worth  and 
Torbach  became  Itoown  in  Paris,  until  the  3rd  of  Septera- 
r,  when  the  capitulation  of  Sedan  became  known,  it  was 
iversallj  recogoized  that  the  Empire  vaa  on  itslast  trial. 
By  extraordinary  achievements  it  might  turn  to  profit  this 
term  of  grace,  hut  only  some  supereminent  Herricea  could 
I  it.  The  PaliLao  Ministry,  which  succeeded  Ih.it  of  M. 
Emile  OUivier,  was  called  into  existence  by  the  majority  of 
the  Legislative  Body,  in  order  to  try  whether  this  salvation 
was  possible.  During  the  three  weeks  of  its  existence,  the 
merits  of  men  and  institutione  were  discussed  in  France 
with  the  utmost  freedom.  The  criticisms  of  the  old  ad- 
versaries of  the  Empire  grew  more  audacious;  a  few 
devoted  Imperialists  demanded  that  those  who  denied  the 
military  capacity  of  the  Emperor  should  be  tried  by  court- 
martial ;  but  soldiers,  like  Count  Palikao,  knew  that  the 
times  were  not  auspicious  for  coups  d'etat.  The  people 
demanded  Brms  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  The 
Government  replied  by  calling  ap  firemen  from  the  country 
towns,  forest-guards,  gendarme-s,  to  reinforce  the  garrison 
I  of  Paris,  But  why  should  France,  which  for  many  years 
I  had  appropriated  immense  sums  to  the  maintenance 
a  army,  find  herself  hard  preaseJ  for  troops  two 
\  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the  campaignr'     This  question 
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was  mucii  debated  in  France.    A  Special  Correspondent 

of  the  Daily  Neta  thiia  reported  a   conversation   which 
tbrowa  some  light  on  this  subject : — 

I  travelled  from  Paris  to  Botcb  with  two  rubicund  cattle- 
dealers,  who  were  returning  home  after  having  made  good 
bargains  in  the  threatened  capital.  They  were  atout, 
fair,  florid  men,  with  heavy  whips,  heavy  jewellery,  heavy 
pursea,  and  evidently  a  capacity  for  heavy  drinking. 
There  was  the  bucolic  heartineea  in  them  ;  and  we  were 
soon  deep  in  the  war.  One  had  sold  three  thousand 
aheep  in  the  Paris  market  and  siity  beasts.  "  They  '11 
not  die  of  hunger,''  lie  aoid.  "  The  stock  is  becoming 
enormous.  They  may  come  to  their  laat  cartridge  and 
their  lost  man,  but  not  to  their  last  biscuit,  nor  their 
List  bouillon." — "Nor  their  last  bceuf,"  the  other  inter- 
rupted, pointing  with  hia  thumb  at  his  friend,  to  convey 
to  me  the  knowledge  that  there  were  more  oien  in 
Lis  meadowB  than  bad  yet  been  driven  out  of  them. 
"  But,  Monsieur,  we  have  a  revenge  to  take ;  and,  the  war 
ended,  wo  shall  take  it,"  continued  the  vendor  of  3,000 
sheep  to  beleaguered  Paris.  "  France  has  been  betrayed ; 
France  haa  been  cheated.  Ton  remember  that,  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  private  officers,  individual  apecuiatora, 
bought  substitutes  for  the  young  men  who  were  able  to 
aiFord  them.  The  price  has  risen  since  I  drew  lots,  but 
this  is  not  what  we  complain  of.  Everything  haa  become 
dearer :  human  flesh,  you  see,  as  well  as  meat.  Say 
the  young  man  who  haa  drawn  an  unlucky  number 
doesn't  wtsb  to  be  n  soldier.  Well,  hia  parents  go  to 
the  Government  office  appointed  within  the  last  fifteen 
yeara  for  that  purpose  and  pay,  say,  two  thousand  francs. 
Their  dear  boy  is  exonerated.  Sow,  it  ia  imderstood 
that  with  the  two  thousand  &anca  a  substitute,  a  rempla- 
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frnil,  ehnll  be  bougbt.  Tbis  is  the  bargain  between  (1)  the 
exonerated  boy,  (2)  the  Government,  and  (3)  tbe  nation," 
— "  Lei  voleurs I"  the  cattle-dealer's  friend  interjected  at 
this  point. — "  Well,  what  haa  been  done  ?  "While  the 
trnfiic  in  men  was  in  the  hands  of  private  companies  the 
Government  took  care  to  have  their  substitutes,  since  they 
had  no  interest  in  suppressing  them.  But,  turned  dealers 
themselves,  tbclr  interest  lay  at  once  in  a  diJTorent  direc- 
tion. Well,  they  have  just  done  this  :  taken  the  money 
from  the  pockets  of  families  and  put  it  into  their  own, 
and  buttoned  them  carefully  np.  The  substitute  money 
bns  not  bought  a  substitute.  Just  observe,  monsieur,  tbe 
effect  of  this.  Tlie  right  number  of  men  have  been  put 
upon  paper.  To  the  public,  who  knew  nothing  of  tbe 
dishonest  transaction,  the  companies  of  our  regiments 
were  a  hundred  atrong  ;  and  consequently  the  regiments, 
they  believed,  bad  each  3,000  men  under  tbe  flag.  But 
what  was  the  actual  truth  ?  Why,  I  can  give  you  any 
number  of  instances  where  the  actual  available  men  were 
Dot  more  than  thirty  to  the  company.  Begimenta  that 
upon  paper  were  at  their  full  strength  would  barely  muBter 
1,SOO  fighting  men,  and  some  even  less  than  this.  This 
is  our  defeat!  This  is  tbe  key  to  tbe  disasters  which 
redden  the  brow  of  every  Frenchman.  Lea  grcding  !" 
Tbe  speaker  wrenched  the  end  of  his  cigar  off  with  hi? 
teeth,  folded  bis  arms,  glared,  first  at  me  and  then  at 
his  friend,  and  asked  what  form  of  cruel  punishment 
wns  severe  enough  for  the  roecals  who  had  sold  the 
honour  of  their  country  in  this  way,  "They  will  pay 
clearly,"  said  the  other.  "  What  is  the  result  to  us  ? 
Why,  ruin.  In  my  par/i  no  leea  than  twenty-two  beet- 
root mills  were  to  have  been  set  in  motion  this  year. 
They  ore  built,  they  are  ready,  but  we  have  no  workmen, 
and  no  coals.    The  young  men  who  were  exonerated,  and 


vbo  had  drawn  good  oumberB ;  who  bad,  in  short,  settled 
to  induatriouB  lives,  thinking  that  tbo  State  had  do 
furtlier  military  claims  upon  them,  are  drnFted  ofT,  abso- 
lutely like  les  moutom  de  monsieur!" — "That  is  not  all," 
said  the  sheep-dealer.  "  What  kind  of  vermin  hnve  vre 
been  entertaining  for  the  last  year  or  two?  We  have  had 
PniBsiaus  in  France — all  over  France — for  a  year  or  two, 
even  in  our  brave  Picardy.  Imagine  this.  An  elegant 
gentleman — a  German — took  up  his  residence  in  my 
neighbourhood  some  eighteen  months  since.  lie  mnde 
the  acquaintance  of  the  great  seigneur  of  the  locality, 
was  asked  to  the  chAteau,  and  made  love  to  the  seigneur's 
daughter,  nnd  was  only  waiting  till  she  had  passed  her 
sisieenth  year  to  be  married  to  her.  I  tell  you  he  was  a 
very  accomplished  person,  and  among  his  accomplish- 
ments sketching  held  a  foremost  place.  He  sketched  the 
whole  country  ;  he  measured  every  road.  We  are  brave 
people,  and  never  suspected  him  for  a  moment.  Well, 
on  the  day  war  was  declared  he  decamped,  and  neither 
the  seigneur  nor  hia  daughter  bnve  heard  of  bim  since. 
He  was,  tout  honnemeni,  a  Prussian  spy.  Well,  that 
scoundrel  does  not  raise  our  bile  half  so  much  as  the 
rascals  who  have  made  us  a  hundred  or  two  thousand 
of  paper  soldiers,  and  put  the  money  that  should  have 
bought  fighting  men  in  their  pocketa.  But  they  will 
disgorge  ;  and  we  shall  hold  them  by  the  throat  (the  war 
over)  until  they  have  returned  every  rouge  Hard.  The 
army  know  this,  and  in  every  regimeot  they  are  talking 
about  it.  It  is  the  question  that  will  be  Bettled  before 
any  other  directly  we  have  got  rid  of  the  Pruaaians." 
The  cattle-dealer's  story  baa  been  repeated  to  me  since 
by  a  military  man,  who  had  it  direct  from  the  Corps 
Lugislatif  ofEcial.  It  ie,  indeed,  the  chief  text  of  nil 
military  gOEsip. 
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In  Puria  the  conviction  was  growing  that  France  rnutt 
re  hereel< ;  and  even  bt-fore  ibc  Empire  fell,  thi*  peopli?, 
encourHgerf  by  General  Trochu,  Goveru'jr  of  tbi-  cnpiial, 
bowing  their  deBire  to  lake  up  the  work  whii-h  was 
from  the  hanila  of  their  ai)[).-.i>ited  militarj  chiefs.  In 
the  middle  of  August,  tbe  Spet-ial  Corn's  pond  ent  at  Paris 

jL  spirit  has  sprung  up  which  will  render  the  war  a  war  of 
patrioliBni.  The  word  "  pence  "  ta  the  last  word  that  will 
be  liiilened  to  in  Paris.  The  Parisians  will  fight  first, 
and  settle  their  domestit  diffit'idtica  afterwards.  1  have 
talked  to  a  varied  set  of  residents  on  the  auhject,  and  I 
may  my  that,  not  day  by  day,  but  hour  by  hour,  the 
determination  to  stand  by  Paris  to  the  loat  becomes 
more  intensified.  But  the  people  are  pathetically  igno- 
rant of  the  situation  of  alfiiirs  outside  the  walla.  Tliey 
are  driven  to  imagining  all  sorts  of  routes  and  strategical 
feats  on  the  part  of  Ba^aine  and  MacMahon.  The  caies 
on  the  Boulevard  d ex  It.iHeus  are  crowded  eacli  evening 
with  quidouDCB,  who  exchange  apecimena  of  the  moat 
profound  geugraphii'al  ignorance  with  each  other.  I 
heard  a  gentleman  who  was  enjoying  that  French  bever- 
age, which,  upon  my  word.  1  never  saw  a  Frenchman 
taking  before — a  glass  of  cold  water  with  a  dash  of  wugar 
in  it — brin^  a  large  group  arouud  his  table  by  intiiHtiiig 
that  some  nhliins  hud  got  wiiliiu  the  lines  of  the  fortili- 
calioDS  and  bad  been  captured.  This,  indeed,  was  an 
eiceptioiial  display  of  credulity,  and  was  beard  with 
numerous  shrugs  and  inlerjections  suggestive  of  disbelief. 
Spies  and  IThlans  are  the  ingredients  with  which  most 
of  the  canards,  or  rather  rocs,  are  stuffed. 

'J,  think  by  this  time  there  ougltt  to  be  provisions  enough 
here  to  stand  a  very  long  niege  indeed;  but  the  caitle 
still  contiuue  to  arrive,  and  vast  quantities  of  flour  paaa 
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through  the  HtreetB  to  the  dep6t9  every  hour,  WhereTer 
you  move  you  come  across  carta  piled  with  luggage,  many 
of  the  household  goods  being  eihibitcd  with  a  candour 
and  an  absence  of  vanity  almost  primitive.  The  horses 
attached  to  the  vehicles  are  sorry,  hoUow-backed  jades  of 
a  WourerBianB  colour,  and  with  the  patient  manner  of 
brok on-spirited  donkeys.  The  men  in  charge  are  dusty 
and  travel-stained,  and  there  is  always  a  dog  and  a  bird- 
cage amongst  the  effects.  The  children  must,  I  imagine, 
have  been  imported  into  the  city  in  another  aet  of 
ambulances,  as  I  have  not  seen  them  with  the  von. 

At  the  Porte  Saint  Martin  Theatre  we  had  a  "repr6senta- 
tion  patriotique  au  benefice  des  Francs- ti re urs,"  last  even- 
ing. The  Francs -tireurs  are  a  popular  and  picturesque 
corps.  Their  Parisian  friends  aod  relatives  flocked  to 
the  performance,  which  comprehended  a  couple  of 
fipeechcs  from  tlio  stage,  by  two  deputies,  M,  Cremieux 
and  M.  Esquiroa.  The  programme  of  the  night  was  of 
an  intensely  warlike  character.  Every  seat  was  taken, 
and  there  was  quite  a  cerulean  belt  or  aky  line  of  blouses 
in  the  region  above  the  glowing  pyramids  of  the  gaselier. 
Prices  for  places,  indeed,  rose  to  famine  or  fever  height, 
and  at  about  ten  o'clock  no  room  could  be  had.  Tho 
audience  heard  with  admirable  patience  a  triiling  play 
which  preceded  the  "  conference  "  on  "  Eouget  de  I'lsla 
et  la  Marseillaise,"  by  M.  Cremieui.  The  speaker  made 
'^igorous  use  of  his  test,  and  was  listened  to  with  the 
most  profound  attention  and  enthusiaem.  Hia  points 
were  caught  up  instantly,  and  cheer  after  cheor  greeted 
the  bouquets  of  noble  sentiments  which  he  kept  diaplay- 
iDg,  merely  altering  the  arrangements,  as  it  were,  occa- 
sionally of  the  moat  familiar  flowers  of  French  rhetoric. 
He  had  by  him  the  inevitable  tabic  and  the  glass  of  water, 
while  in  the  background  and  at  the  side  were  standing 
hundreds  of  the  Fran cs-tir curs,  in  whose  interest  tho 
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«xIiibitioii  was  promoted.  The  orator  was  yeheraent, 
almost  wild,  in  geaticulation.  Hia  voice  ran  througli  an 
octave  of  iaflections ;  he  availed,  he  roared,  he  whispered, 
he  nearly  sang,  he  growled,  be  put  on  bis  tremulo  atop ; 
he  seemed  to  pray,  to  weep,  to  denounce,  and  in  every 
mood  he  was  followed  by  the  vast  crowd,  many  of  whose 
fhcea  grew  white  with  escitement  and  eager  Huspense. 
"When  he  concludes  the  applauae  is  deafening,  there  is  a 
hoarae  Bimultaoeous  roar  from  every  aide,  and  the 
Fraucs-tireura  rush  forward  to  salute  the  worthy  little 
gentleman,  who  seems  not  a  whit  the  worae  for  his  ei- 
hauating  oration.  He  is  summoned  forth  like  a  prima 
donna,  to  receive  the  compliment  of  a  second  reception. 
And  DOW  the  "  Marseillaise,"  embodied  in  the  person 
of  Mdlle.  Agar,  appears  to  give  illustrative  effect  to 
the  "  conference."  She  is  adtnirably  fitted  by  nature 
and  by  art  for  the  rUe.  Her  forehead  is  low  and 
broad,  her  eyes  black,  ber  hair  is  dark  and  loose, 
her  bare  arms  shapely,  though  somewhat  muscular; 
aho  moves  in  a  crouching,  tiger-hke  attitude ;  she  is 
Iioarse,  as  though  choking  with  paasion.  In  a  white 
dresa,  she  stoops  and  glides  to  the  footlights,  and  com- 
mences her  chant  as  though  aho  were  a  Brocken  witch 
murmuring  an  unhallowed  incantation.  The  blousea 
aloft  are  still  aa  mice,  a  warning  Au*A-A  atiflea  a  solitary 
chatterer  in  the  stalla.  Every  line  is  dwelt  ou  with  an 
emphasis  which  would  be  grotesque  in  its  exaggeration 
but  for  the  terrible  and  oppressive  earneatneas  with 
wbicb  each  syllable  ia  listened  to.  "We  come  to  a  climax 
when  the  tricolour  ia  unfurled,  and  Mdlle.  kneels  down, 
and  the  Francs- tireurs  knoel  also,  and  the  audience  rise. 
At  the  close  of  the  aong  MdUe.  is  recalled,  and  ia  accom 
panied  by  a  Franc-tircur,  who  holds  her  by  the  hand, 
with  a  bow  suiEciently  eipreasive  of  hia  and  his  comrades* 

^jBEolve  to  live  or  die  for  the  nation.  Another  warlike 
H  2 
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solo  is  tlHivtreil  bv  a  gentlemaa  who  is  a  trille  too  fat  to 
prodiK'e  unmixed  einotious,  and  wlioce  rotuad  build  ia 
reDdi-red  over-paI|iable  by  a  pair  of  yellow  tiyht  dranen 
worn  below  a  Hbori:  jacltet.  We  bave  a  tender  ditty  by  a 
young  lady  and  gentleman,  who  quaver  and  quirer  in 
that  figb-away,  die-away  fashion  whieh  belongs  to  the 
Bcliool  of  French  d raw inp- room  mii^ic,  eorren ponding 
vitb  our  own  boudoir  bailnda  of  amorous  desolation  and 
despair,  necessitating  the  expreasioo  of  a  desire  to  be  a 
bird  or  a  butterfly.  A  piece  of  declamation  by  Mdlle. 
Acar  on  "  Liberia,"  and  we  condude  with  "  Le  Chreur  dea 
EnfuutB  dn  Lul^oe,  par  tous  le»  Artistes  de  la  Porte  St. 
Mariin."  Duriuganiutc^rval  there  wasa  colleL-tionforlbe 
Franc-iireur*.  Ladieauud  gentlemen  assisted  io  sending 
round  the  bat.  'I  witnessed  an  a^-roeable  incident  during 
thia  ceremony.  A  youog  oiEeer  was  seated  next  a  very 
pretty  girl,  and  one  of  his  superiors  having  to  cross 
where  he  was,  I  observed  the  latter  shake  his  head  at 
him  and  point  to  a  sword,  which  I  presumed  the  other 
had  not  permission  to  wear  in  public.  The  young  fellow 
imuiedialely  unbuckled  his  belt  and  handed  tbe  weapon 
to  his  chief,  who,  alter  appurenlly  addressing  a  remon- 
strani-e  to  him,  turned  with  a  smile  to  the  lady,  and  gave 
the  sword  into  her  custody.  "When  I  was  leaving  the 
theatre  I  perceived  that  the  Francs- tireurs  had  already 
provided  themselves  with  a  daughter  of  the  regiment. 
The  vivandtere  was  youthful  and  comely,  albeit  Kuben- 
esque  in  proportions.  Shu  was  Kurroiinded  by  an  aduiir- 
ing  and  respectful  crowd,  and  did  not  appear  in  the  least 
embiirrassed  by  the  curiosity  she  evidently  excited.  I 
ehould  back  her  in  a  boutoffi.-ticufls  against  four  at  least 
of  her  male  body-guards,  though  her  mild  blue  eyes 
would  seem  to  warrant  her  free  from  a  disposition  to 
blackeQ  those  of  any  one  eUe. 

The  younger  tbe  soldier,  the  more   thoroughly  he  takea 
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to  the  trade.  If  I  bace  seen  tno  drill  detacbmeuts,  I 
have  Been  a  score,  in  the  beat  of  Bpirita,  following  the 
tuck-tuck  and  rattle  of  the  monotonous  drum,  beariug 
their  kit  on  their  backs  and  a  jard  or  ao  of  bread.  One 
entire  brigade  seemed  to  be  iirnied  with  nothing  more 
destructive  than  tin  pots  and  ke-ttlea  for  cooking.  The 
Btreeta  are  perpetually  traviTBed  by  waggona  fj'eigbted 
with  flour.  Along  the  Boulevard  you  aee  the  red  trouaera 
everywhere.  When  a  pair  of  comrades  aetlle  at  a  liitle 
marble  »lab  they  are  iiiHtarilly  surrounded  by  waitera, 
with  whom  they  shake  hands,  and  to  whom  they  eihibit 
their  garb  and  accoutrements,  with  the  vauity  of  a  belle 
turning  herself  round  and  round  to  her  maid-servante 
when  she  baa  put  on  her  war-paint  and  her  apaiigles  for 
a  goirie  dansaitte.  The  waiters  fold  their  arms  and  adopt 
military  attitudes,  while  the  recruits  relate  their  expe- 
riences, which  may  include  a  period  of  three  or  four  days. 
Xhey  drink  a  glass  of  beer  and  tender  payment,  but  the 
dame  at  the  counter  inside  signals  that  the  refresh  iiient 
ia  to  be  an  act  of  iinre>;ii4tered  hospitality.  It  is 
pleasant  to  observe  the  namral  and  sell'-respecting  eti- 
quette with  which  our  recruits  acknowledge  the  good 
nature  of  their  entertainers,  and  the  easy  mode  in  which 
they  and  the  waiters  nil  bow  to  each  other.  I  am  afraid 
our  countrymen  under  the  same  circumstances  would 
behave  much  as  a  bear  does  when  you  give  him  a 
bun.  By  the  way,  I  have  seen  Turcos,  or  what  I 
believe  to  be  such ;  and  it  strikes  me,  if  I  can  be  per- 
mitted to  draw  a  conclusion  from  slight  data,  that  these 
imported  forces  are  not  universally  the  Sawney  Beaos 
that  we  have  been  told  they  were.  Perhaps,  however, 
rencb  Turcos  are  now  being  manufactured  to  replace 
those  cut  otr  by  the  noedle-guna  of  the  Prussians.  At 
IDj  rate,  the  turbaned  group  that  I  met  to-day  were  aa 
a  (iemeauour  and  in  visage  as  orthodox  curates. 
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Judging  from  the  gueto  -with  which  they  fell  upon  rolls 
of  bread  and  cupa  of  coffee,  I  am  inclined  to  thini  that 
their  palates  haye  never  been  stimulated  by  unhallowed 
meats. 

Preparations  for  a  siege  began  in  earneBt,  even  while 
MacMahon  was  leading  hia  Army  of  the  14'orti)  to  rescue 
Bozaiae.  Late  in  August  the  Special  Correspondent  juet 
quoted  wrote : — 

The  Napoleonic  pillar  in  tLe  Place  VendSme,  the  Bridge  of 
Jena,  and  the  Arch  of  Triumph — such  are  the  sacrificeB 
the  terrible  Prussians  are  certain  to  'demand.  These 
glorious  trophies  rankle — so  runs  the  story — in  the  Ger- 
man heart,  and  the  cry  "  to  Paris  "  is  prompted  by  a  fierce 
desire  to  destroy  the  monuments  of  past  victory  and  de- 
feat. But  they  shall  stiind,look  you,  until  long  alter  the 
present  march  on  Paris  has  been  forgotten,  and  our  grand- 
children's grandchildren  shall  talk  of  the  honours  gained 
by  Paris  at  bay.  To  th«  Arch  of  Triumph  first.  "What 
do  you  see  on  the  way  ?  What  do  you  see  amid  the  trees 
of  Boulogne  and  the  plain  of  Longchamps  ?  What  on 
the  long  road  of  the  Elysian  Fields,  and  on  the  diverging 
highways  to  the  west,  south,  and  north  ?  Carriages,  vans, 
waggons,  carts,  wheelbarrows,  trays  on  wheels,  all  laden 
with  household  goods,  all  accompanied  by  their  homeless 
owners,  all  testifying  to  the  reality  of  the  defence  Paris  is 
prepared  to  make.  Tou  meet  the  stream  at  the  Made- 
leine, and  it  is  all  but  unbroken  during  a  two  hours' 
drive.  A  long  Normandy  cart,  drawn  by  clumsy  broad- 
backed  farm-house  steeds,  who  neigh  and  caper  at  city 
sights  and  sounds — a  cart  laden  with  human  freight  as 
well  as  with  beds  and  bedding,  chairs,  tables,  faded  bits 
of  work  in  Berlin  wool  framed  and  glazed,  a  birdcage  or 
two,  and  a  pet  dog,  meets  you  first.  An  old  crone  ts 
perched  at  a  daogeroua  height  on  a  paillasse  of  blue  and 
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irhite,  little  childreD  cliag  to  the  dusty  ebafts,  while  mem 
and  vomeo  are  walking  in  a  melancholy  proceaeioa  at  its 
aide.  Then  a  private  omnibus  with  a  coronet  on  its  tup- 
nished  Bides,  its  windows  down,  and  its  blinds  drawn,  but 

tvith  rare  old  china  roonBters  peeping  from  its  half-open 
door,  and  a  jumble  of  ormolu,  statuettes,  bronzes,  cabinet 
pictures,  and  omate  time-pieces  presenting  itself  within. 
An  open  cab  with  a  pyramid  of  bonnet^boxes  and  femi- 
nine trunks,  in  the  midst  of  which  a  vestal  of  sour  ex- 
terior is  squatted ;  a  barouche  and  pair,  on  the  seats  of 
which  ore  dressing-cases,  and  a  gilt  cage  with  a  squalling 
macaw ;  two  vans,  contaioing  between  them  the  furniture 
of  a  good-sized  house;  a  ramshackle  nondescript  oa- 
wheels  drawn  by  a  mule,  and  with  the  heterogeneouB 
contents  of  a  broker's  shop  emptied  into  it,  in  as  much 
confusion  as  if  they  had  been  shaken  from  a  pepper-castor 
by  giant  bands ;  a  little  crowd  on  foot,  which  is  like  a 
funeral,  save  that  the  bearers  are  in  blue  linen  instead  of 
black  cloth,  and  that  they  surround  a  brightly  polished 
mahogany  wardrobe  instead  of  a  cofSn,  meet  tho  eye  in 
succession.  It  is  the  flight  into  Paris.  The  houses  foe 
miles  round  the  fortifications  are  deserted,  and  their 
recent  occupants  are  fltwking  to  within  the  malls  by  the 
hundred  with  their  chattels  and  their  families,  there  to 
await  the  result  of  the  enemy's  advance.  It  seems  a 
peculiar  mode  of  preparing  for  a  siege,  this  accumulation 
in  the  threatened  city  of  useless  mouths ;  but  they  feel 
safer,  these  poor  people,  to  be  at  the  capital  than  to 
retreat  into  the  provinces,  and  the  Government  has  not 
hitherto  said  them  nay.  Down  the  main  avenue  of  the 
Elysian  Fields,  past  the  Arch  of  Triumph,  on  the  Bummit 
of  which  there  are  Boldiers  taking  obsen*ationB,  and  ft 
crane  and  a  movable  platform  mysteriously  at  work; 
aloog  the  roads  skirted  by  the  cottages  with  double 
coach-houses,  by  the  wicked  little  architectural  pretti- 
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je?8C9  in  stuci'o,  from  whose  gates  dainty  wliite  poodles 
witii  pink  collara  are  wont  to  peep,  and  by  t.be  prrtcutioua 
viliuH  of  letached  gentility,  and  we  are  At  the  gates  of 
the  famous  Bois.  Nothing  but  families  nioviut,'.  and 
closed  houses  all  the  vAy.  Let  tbe  reader  recall  the 
time  when  he  Buffered  last  from  the  horrore  of  "  a  move," 


and  then  let  bin 
houaehuld  goods  ' 
nnd  be  will  reali 
fortj-eight  hours  a 
into,  Paris.  It  is 
line  of  fortifitalio 
this  limit  the  v; 


luUiply  tlie  vehicles  containing  his 
il  they  cover  three  miles  of  ground, 
what  has  taken  place  for  the  lust 
t  the  outskirts  of,  and  the  main  roads 
only  when  we  are  through  the  Brat 
s  that  the  houses  are  closed.  Within 
us  shops  are  rather  busier  than  usual. 
Tou  must  eat  and  drink,  however  great  your  distress,  and 
on  tbe  sad  day  wbeu  tbe  best  and  most  beloved  among  ub 
depart  this  Hfe,  the  cook  will  assuredly  take  her  orders 
for  dinner  eiactly  as  if  the  mournful  event  had  not 
occurred.  So  the  eating-houses  and  wine-abops  are  driv- 
ing a  roaring  trade  by  reation  of  tbe  eitra  traffic,  and  the 
beads  ut  amull  households,  and  tbe  owners  of  deserted 
fanna,  chat  together  not  uncheerfully  over  the  refreshing 
glass.  They  tiilk  of  the  fineness  of  tbe  weuiher  tor 
their  job,  and  the  heaviness  of  tlie  roads.  It  is  im- 
possible to  be  dying  lor  your  country  all  day  long, 
and  tbe  necessity  fur  a  removal,  and  its  distressing 
inconvenience  and  Ions,  having  been  once  admitted, 
there  is  no  philosophy  in  railing  at  the  Prussians 
instead  of  getting  out  of  their  way.  The  tradc-peoiile 
near  tbe  barriers  are  as  chirpy  as  possible.  A  small  fat 
Jldneur  discourses  on  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that 
the  Prussians  will  come,  or  that  they  are  sucb  fools, 
and  then  holding  his  stomach  at  the  convulsing  eicellence 
of  the  jest,  a«ks  if  we  have  seen  tbe  cattle  and  sheep  in 
tbe  gardens  of  tbe  BoisP  "Tliere  are  more  thousands 
■ai  them  than  I  can  count ;  there  is  enough  meat  for  all  of 


MB  for  two  months ;  there  ia  no  bit  of  ground  in  the  whole 

•  place  which  has  not  its  beasta  feediDg.  It  ia  droll  thin, 
it  18  droll.  Look  at  them;  thus  tliey  cnuie  still,  the 
carringcB  with  the  women,  the  children,  and  the  men, 
the  beds  and  the  chnirs,  and  all  to  ask  Paris  to  protect 
them — my  faith,  from  wliat?"  The  litile  roan  blowa 
away  some  snuif  from  his  forefinger  with  great  contempt, 

(and  having  thus   diriposed  ol    the  enemy  satisfactorily, 
turntt  to  hia  ({uips  and  Jests  again,  to  the  puzzlement 
and  diamay  of  his  listeners,  who  are  half-persuuded  that 
they  have  taken  fn>;ht  too  soon.     It  Ja  ns  well  for  that 
merry  Htlle  man  that  he   ia  not  withia  earshot  of  the 
people   who   suspect   and   denounce,  or   his    merrimeut 
might  take  the  incongruous  form  of  a  minified  prayer 
for  mercy  and  a  pitiful  avowal  that  he  is  French  to  the 
heart's  core,  and  hating  Prussia  with  all  hia  might. 
We  have  been  indebted  to  a  bloi^k  of  half  an  hour  at  the 
^^B'     fortilicationa  gate  for  this  conversation.      The  trench 
^^k   round  the  works  has  been  deepened,  and  the  opening  in 
^^H    the  walls  closed  up,  all  but  a  narrow  space  which  a  single 
^^H    hne  of  vehicles  can  pass.     At  our  arrival  it  is  the  turn  of 
^^K    those  coming  in,  aud  our  carriage  ia  stnpped  amid  a  mass 
^^K    of  others.     There  are  enorinaua    wmigon-Ioiida  of  hay, 
^^m    bound   for  the   outlying    forta,    soldiers   on    hornehock, 
^^B     gendarmes,  commissariiit  wagLi^ona,   and  a  field-piece  or 
^^K      two  waiting  with  ua.     At  a  given  signal  from  a  sergeant 
I^P"    de  ville,  the  tide  of  arrival  is  turned,  and  we  who  are 
waiting  are  permitted  ej^ess.     There  are  looks  of  curious 
scrutiny   aa    we    powa   the    Ibrtiiicution   walls,   and    the 
odd-looking  men    whose    cab    hiis    kept   close    by  ours 
ever  since  we   made   for   the  Boia,  draw  closer.      But 
we  neither  put  questions  nor  make  a  parade  of  obser- 
Fation, 
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of  the  noble   eucloe 


ask   indiftVr 


utiy  < 
1  guard  there  if  it  ia  atill  allowed  to  driv 


ia   the  Bois,  and  are   at    once  admitted.      The 

and  gardens,  the  racecourse  at  Loagcliamps,  and  the 
mcadowB  around  it  present  an  extraordinary  spectacle. 
Horned  animals  tear  down  tho  boughs  of  trees,  and 
muDch  up  choice  leavee  and  &o\tets,  and  roll  masBiTcly 
over  parterre  and  ehrub,  reckless  of  conai-quences,  and 
as  if  aslcing  each  other  \rhat  the  deuce  thia  unwonted 
liberty  can  meaa.  Tweuty-Beven  thousand  bead  of 
cattle  make  a  pretty  sbow  in  a  wood,  the  boughs  and 
leafy  elmdowa  of  which  have  an  oddly  magnifying 
effect.  Turn  which  way  we  would,  there  were  gigantic 
animals  tearing  at  the  trees,  or  browaing  peacefully  at 
their  feet,  and  the  effect  Traa  exactly  aa  if  they  were  in  a 
state  of  naturo.  The  sbeep  were  less  picturesque,  but 
quite  as  extraordinary.  ^  There  seemed  miles  of  them. 
The  plain  of  the  racecourse  was  Uko  a  Seld  of  waving 
com  from  tho  mass  of  moving  yellow  wool  with  which  it 
was  covered,  and  now  and  again  when  the  tliick  foliage 
broke,  and  we  came  to  open  meadowa  full  of  cattle,  it 
was  exactly  as  if  a  boldly-mottled  mass  of  red  and  white 
marble  had  been  enclosed.  The  dun,  red,  and  white  of 
the  cattle  were  amalgamated,  and  they  were  ao  closely 
packed  that  it  seemed  aa  if  you  could  walk  upon  their 
backs  as  on  a  level  floor.  So  all  through  the  avenues  in 
which  the  beauty,  the  fashion,  and  the  frivolity  of  the 
world  Lave  foregathered  these  many  years.  Beasts 
rambling  among  the  trees  and  flowers,  soldiers  in  uni> 
form  washing  their  feet  in  the  lake  of  tho  cascade,  and 
other  soldiers  de&ling  up  the  walks  and  groves,  and  that 
was  all.  It  was  not  merely  that  the  customary  flirta- 
tions, costumes,  and  equipages  were  wanting.  There 
was  complete  solitude,  save  for  the  things  described. 
Our  carriage  was  the  only  one  to  be  seen,  and  the  people 
at  the  cafe  by  tho  cascade  resented  as  an  outrage  our 
request  for  breakfast,     A  waiter  stood  at  the  door,  nap- 
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kin  in  bond,  the  little  tables  hsd  gloaa  and  snowy  linen, 
and  there  were  attendants  behind  the  counter.  But  it 
was  all  phantom-like  and  ghostly.  Tliey  were  bewil- 
dered, Btunned,  appalled  at  the  prospect  before  them  and 
the  sights  at  tbeir  door,  and  the  waiter  ran  away  the 
instant  we  addressed  him.  On  the  patch  of  green  in 
front  of  the  cafS,  from  which  a  CloLhilde  and  I'herose 
hare  flaunted  and  ogled  for  many  a  season,  a  poor  sheep 
lay  dying;  the  tramp  of  common  soldiers  resounded  in 
the  favourite  walks  of  the  Arcadian  exquisites  of  the 
Second  Empire,  and  the  line  of  fortifications  just  visible 
in  the  distance,  instead  of  contributing  an  ornamental 
adjunct  to  the  landscape,  has  had  its  archways  turned 
into  storehouses  for  grain.  The  stream  of  carts  and 
carriages  laden  with  families  and  furniture  was  as  thick 
as  ever  on  our  return,  and  the  number  of  "  useless 
mouths  "  which  have  entered  Paris  since  yesterday  morn- 
ing must  be  immense.  On  the  other  hand,  twenty 
thousand  souls  hare  left  it  in  the  same  time,  and  the 
railway  stations  are  blocked  up  by  the  anxious  people 
who  arc  burning  to  be  off.  Deserted  houses  for  miles 
round  the  city,  and  deserted  houses  by  the  thousand 
within  it,  citisens  vovring  that  they  will  never  desert  the 
entrenchments,  and  that  they  will  die  rather  than  the 
Prussians  shall  enter  the  capital ;  preparations  for  a 
siege,  which  is  calmly  anticipated  as  of  two  months' 
duration,  and  so  announced  in  the  journals  of  the  day; 
wayfarers,  with  determined  laces,  telling  each  other  of 
the  latest  order  as  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Gerraans,  and 
of  their  own  determination  to  fight  to  the  last — this  is 
Paris.  This  driving  in  of  cattle,  this  storing  of  food, 
and  this  clustering  together  of  poor  families  eager  for 
protection,  gives  a  strange  vividness  to  the  preparations 
for  arn)L-d  defence,  and  makes  us  feci  in  a  state  of  siege 
indeed. 


Was  C0BIt£SPOXItE.\CE. 


Just  after  the  battle  of  Vionville  the  follovring  letter  was 
writteu  by  the  Special  Correspondent  nt  Paris  : — 

Mamhal  BaMine's  "victory"  did  not  at  first  niter  the  face  of 
Furia  a  j<it.  I  was  sitting  outxide  the  Caf£  Anierii-ain  half 
an  hour  after  miiinight  thia  morning,  when  an  animated 
gentli'man  aliglited  from  a  cab,  and  burst  upon  us  with 
t!ie  news.     He  had  seen  it^  at  the  Minister's.     He  knew 


□  be  true.      It  w 


a  great,  i 


vith 


victory, ' 
is^aud  tdnin,  and  thousands  more 
wounded  on  the  field.  The  young  men  in  uniform, 
and  the  male  and  female  loungers,  eluwtered  round  liim 
oD  the  instant,  and  immedihtely  began  to  ciiril.  "  It  is 
not  ofEciiil." — "  How  do  we  kmiw  it  to  be  a  victory  P"— 
"  Why  is  not  the  decpateh  up  at  the  Mairie  ?"  were  tiie 
only  eiprensions  vimchsnfeii,  t 
oeit-B,  nor  gratitude  to  tlie  new 
was  quite  in  vain  that  our 
pledfjed  himself.  A  tall  cynic  i 
hi»  ahouldersand  said,  "But  no 
ami  the  crowd  leant  to  seeptici 

little  Inter,  and  the  de^pntt^b  was  put  up  at  the  Mairie  in 
the  Rue  Di'uot  and  other  phives,  nud  a  vast  assemblage 
diBcunsed  it  publicly.  The  absience  of  rtjoicing  was  very 
reiiiarkiiblo.  I  suppose  it  would  have  been  too  much  to 
have  liioked  for  a  cheer,  but  the  cia|jpiiigof  bsndu  hicked 
heart i  lies ji,  and  men  began  to  nrgue  us  to  the  truth  and 
scope  of  the  intelligeuce  almost  m  the  same  breath  as 
that  in  which  they  rend  it  out,  The  news  soon  spread. 
But  in  every  case  doubt  nnd  di.iputation  went  hand  in 
band  vith  its  receipt,  and  it  really  seemed  as  if  t)ie  city 
could  not  bring  itself  to  believe  that  it  had  o 


either    belief  in  the 

mi^er,  were  visible.     It 

iul'ormant   protested   and 

rliite  hat  shrugged 

"  after  each  aBi<everiition, 

am  rather  than  faith.     A. 


The  inntlier!!,  the  sisters,  the 

HuUaiit  young  spirits  who  havi 


rives,  the  affianced  of  the 
donned  their  uniforms  aud 
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died  so  blitbely  to  tlie  btinle,  how  do  these  bear  up 
ID  their  (lay  of  heavy  tiialP  Come  with  me  to  the 
Chureh  of  our  Lady  of  Victory,  aud  you  ehall  nee  them 
hunibie,  devout,  putieot.  priit  iri^  for  their  dear  ones,  nod 
repiatering  their  tows  before  lli-aveii.  The  whole  fliurch 
is  full  of  memoriak  from  these  who  have  euOtreil  and 
have  prayed,  whose  heart's  hunger  has  been  mereifuUy 
SOtisfied,  and  who  have  in-cribed  their  gratitude  on  the 
BJicred  nails.  I  was  at  iliis  ehureh  on  tlie  Napoleon 
r^tt-day,  and  again  this  morning.  It  had  many  wor- 
shippers oil  both  oeraxiouti,  tearful  women  rapt  in  prayer 
for  the  most  part,  with  here  and  there  a  priest  and  an 
aged  man.  "In  gratitude  to  Our  Lady  for  preserving 
a  darling  child  when  in  great  piTii;"  and  then  come 
initials  aud  the  date.  "In  bumble  thankfulness  for  the 
return  of  my  beloved  husband  from  the  war;"  "  Ilonour 
to  Our  Lady  for  her  merciful  iniervention,"  on  a  day 
named.  "  In  ai-knowledgmert  of  the  prayer  Our  Lady 
answered,"  and  so  furth.eover  a  great  part  of  the  interior 
of  the  church.  Each  sentiment  is  graven  on  a  ?mall 
marble  tablet  some  eight  inches  by  four,  and  uiTixed  to 
the  walls.  Of  the  pillars  overhead,  fio  that  tiie  place 
IB  lined  with  the  records  of  gratitude.  Several  of 
these  are  too  minutely  persoual  for  quotation,  but 
all  breathe  the  same  spirit,  and  all  helped  to  give  a 
tender  nieauiug  to  the  bowed  figures  absorbed  in  prayer. 
There  were  lighted  candles  and  pictures,  an  officiatinn 
priest  in  vestments,  and  glittering  altar  ornaments,  and 
votive  oUeriiigs.  But  you  hardly  see  thewe.  The  poor 
women  and  their  sorrows  shut  theiu  out.  Theirs  are  the 
pnsvionaEe  cravings  for  more  than  human  help;  tha  piti. 
iiil  lunging  fur  other  and  more  personal  solace  than  the 
most  brilliant  national  victory  could  give;  the  humble 
shrinking  domestic  hoj  es  and  frars  which  centre  upon 
Julea  or  Antoiue,  his  safety  and  his  life.     He  ia  perhaps 
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lying  stiff  and  stark  with  a  Prussian  bullet  through  his 
bead  even  aa  tliey  pray,  but  they  are  upheld,  poor  aouls, 
by  love  and  faith ;  they  deposit  their  little  gifts  in  one  of 
the  bags  held  by  ladies  at  the  church  doora,  and  go 
their  way  Bcreae  and  comforted.  The  tumbrils  yester- 
day, for  the  mea  about  to  be  wounded,  and  the  cbureh  in 
which  prayers  for  aoldiers' safety  are  being  offered  up 
to-day — it  ia  hard  to  say  which  was  sadder.  There  were 
no  heroines  present,  and  I  did  not  see  a  single  worshipper 
who  seemed  capable  of  playing  the  Bumaa.  It  was  all 
humility  and  timid  hope ;  and  when  one  looked  round 
nest  at  the  vacant  phicca  for  the  tablets  of  gratitude,  it 
was  with  strengthened  convictions  concerning  tho  horrible 
barbarism — the  relentless  wickedness  of  war. 

The  flhopkeeping  interests  are  suffering  terribly  from  the 
state  of  siege.  There  are  no  tourists  to  buy  pretty  triflea 
at  exorbitant  prices.  The  Hue  de  Bivoli,  the  Bue  de  la 
Pais,  the  Kue  Eoyale,  and  the  Rue  Castiglione  are 
monuments  of  emptiness.  Ton  pass  shop  after  shop  at 
what  used  to  be  the  busiest  hours  in  the  day,  to  find 
Mr.  the  Proprietor  in  solitary  dignity,  on  one  of  his  cus- 
tomers' chairs,  or  Mr.  the  Shopwalker  looking  discon- 
solately from  the  door.  In  no  case  are  customera  to  be 
aeen.  The  establishment  of  the  great  Worth  had  not  a 
single  carriage  before  it  tbis  afternoon,  and  the  jewellers. 
the  bric-ii-brac  vendors,  the  milliucrs,  were  living  in 
herrait-Uke  retirement  behind  their  wares,  and  came 
forth  lugubriously,  but  with  feverish  briskness,  if  your 
shadow  so  much  as  fell  across  their  thresholds.  Let 
nffaira  progress  in  their  present  direction,  and  it  will  be 
worth  a  resolute  and  courageous  bargain-hunter's  while 
to  run  all  risks  and  to  come  over.  "  Tiiere  is  ao  money," 
the  trailers  say ;  "  we  have  good  reason  for  wishing  to 
reduce  cur  stock.  Ton  shall  have  this  picture  or  that 
gem  at  half — at  half,  do   I  soy  ? — at  your  own  prices- 
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"What  think  you  of  thiB  as  a  season  for  tsravellersP  one 

had  far  better  sbut  up  and  go  the  frontier!"  Then 
come  bitter  imprecations  upon  the  "  light-heattedncsa '' 
with  which  this  paralyziog  war  was  entered  upon,  and 
dismal  stories  of  the  impossibility  of  a  commercial  re- 
bound foK  mnny  a  long  month  to  come.  Tiiis  is  a 
prosaic  side  of  the  national  calamity,  but  is  very  real 
and  very  apparent.  People  bave  somethiog  else  to  think 
of  besides  shopping,  and  it  is,  moreover,  held  to  be 
rather  against  you  to  be  poaacased  of  the  wherewithal 
for  purchases.  A  portly  Frenchman  found  this  out 
the  other  day.  He  seemed  to  unioitiated  eyes  a  true 
Parisian,  and  bis  patent  boots,  broad-tailed  cutaway  coat, 
tight  girths,  and  general  auggestiveneas  of  straps,  pads, 
and  buckles  under  his  clotbeg,  together  with  the  pretty 
toy-dog  carried  by  the  lady  at  his  side,  certainly  placed 
his  nationahty  beyond  doubt.  Tet  bis  appearance  and 
conduct  were  declared  to  be  gravely  suspicious  when  he 
tendered  a  thousand-franc  note  and  asked  for  change, 
after  taking  some  refreshment.  In  less  than  two  minutes 
he  found  himself  the  centre  of  an  unpleasantly  animated 
crowd.  How  came  he  with  so  much  money  on  his  person  ? 
What  account  could  he  render  of  himself?  From  the 
provinces — a  merchant  ?  His  name,  his  age,  his  jirtpera  ? 
Ho  was  not  ill-treated,  for  he  was  able  to  satis^  his 
querists ;  but  he  and  the  lady  with  him  spent  a  marvel- 
lously uncomfortable  quarter  of  on  hour,  aad  when  he 
was  suffered  to  depart  there  was  quite  a  debate  concern- 
ing the  probability  of  bis  having  come  honestly  by  the 
sote,  and  whether  it  might  not  bave  come  from  Prussia. 
The  preposterous  unreason  of  this  thesis  struck  no  one- 
Tbe  gar9on  was  seen  to  go  for  the  landlord,  and  the 
landlord  was  observed  with  two  other  garfons  to  advance 
to  the  stranger.  After  this,  those  sitting  near  the  latter 
were  on  theii*  feet  upon  the  instant,  volunteering  opinions 


WJIC  CQRRESPONDRHCE. 


and  advice.  Then  the  neit  rank  of  euKtoraoTB  adv&nced, 
and  the  next,  and  the  ueit,  until  the  poor  man  was  like 
St.  Paul  at  E|)heauB,  or  the  "  too  dnriug "  Het'tor  of 
Troy.  It  ia  melaiicli'ily  to  add,  that  his  lady  com|)ftnioa 
turned  agaiiiBt  him  too,  nod  with  an  "  I  told  you  bo  "  ex- 
presHion  rated  him  goundiv  for  his  folly  in- not  bringing 
out  Hmall  change,  and  to  saving  her  from  the  annoyance 
his  thouabtlesB  conduct  liad  brought  about.  Altogether 
that  niiddlf-aged  French  daudy  had  a  bad  time,  and 
when  be  hoiltd  a  cab  and  drove  off,  it  was  with  the 
cowed  look  of  tt  man  who  hna  been  found  not  guilty,  but 
recommended  not  to  conimit  the  oftVnce  again. 

The  mania  for  finding  B-pies  everywhere  was  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  ridieulou»  storiea  published  in  the  news- 
papers.     It   i^aa  relal<;d  liow  a  man,  who  was  vending  a 
halfpenny  "  true  and  correel   life  of  the    brave    Gt-neral 
Uhrich,  the  defender  of    Birnsburg,"  turned  out  to  bo  a 
Prussian,  and  how  a  Berliner  had  gone  up  and  down  Puiis 
for  a  fortnight   taking   note  of  everv  uew-built  work  or 
paliaade  in   the  guise  of  a  Freneh  officer.     An  adventure 
with  a  jirofi-Hi'ional  denouncer  of  spies  was  described  in  the 
following  letter  from  the  Special  Correspondent  at  Paris ; — 
Memeurt  let  Moachardt  hnve  turned  me  out  of  my  hotel. 
Not  violently,  but  with  a  gentk'  and  consiHtent  pressure 
more  etl'ective  than  violence.     They  "  wauted  to  know  " 
about  roe.     They  followed  me  through  the  town.     Wlien 
I  dined,  one  of  them  turned  up  at  an  adjoining  table. 
"When  I  drove,  another  uf  them  was  seized  with  a  passioD 
for  taking  the  air.     When  I  loitered  at  shop  windows, 
they  loitered  too;  when  I  called  on  friends,  they  slood 
obligingly  at  the  corner  of  the  street.     When  I  was  busy 
with  my  letters,  they  held  conferences  as  to  what  I  eouid 
positively  have  to  write  about.     All  this  was  because  the 
Prussian  landlord  had  seemed  glad  to  see  me  when  I 


I 
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irrived  three  dnya  since.  This  horribly  suspicious  circura- 
staace  appearB  to  Lave  given  the  authoriiies  great  nnxiety ; 
and  when  I  learnt  that,  in  adiiitiun  to  their  flattering  per- 
sonal atteutiona,  they  were  curious  aa  to  my  correspon- 
dence, and  as  to  the  particular  post-ofBce  throuj^h  which 
it  was  «ent,  I  resolved  to  move.  "  Your  letters  wou't  leave 
this  country  without  being  read  by  the  (iovernment,"  re- 
marked the  Qentinn  ealcl  de  place  whom  I  had  engaged 
on  the  recommendatiOD  oi'my  Prussian  hndlord.  "Ask 
the  gentleman  you  serve,  they  say  to  me — the  gentleman 
who  writes— whether  jou  will  have  to  leuve  iVaoce  or  not. 
He  knows  all  about  it — pah !  why  do  ynii  pretend  ?  lie 
knows — we  tell  you,  he  knowa.  The  French  giiT9i)n.  sir, 
who  looks  to  your  room,  is,  I  believe,  a  mouchard;  there 
is  another  mouchard  on  the  steps  of  the  hotel ;  and  see ! 
over  there  by  the  book-shop  wiudow,  that  fat  man  in  black, 
with  the  white  face,  he  is  a  mouchard  too,  and  will  keep 
opposite  this  house  till  you  go  out." 

But  a!I  this  was  as  nothing  tn  my  latest  experience.  I 
have  now  left  the  Prussian's  hotel  thirty-six  hours  ;  but 
on  calling  there  this  morning  lor  my  letters,  I  fouiul  to 
my  amazement  the  some  fat  man  standing  at  the  sume 
book-shop  window.  Our  eyes  met  a^  I  lell  the  hotel, 
and  OS  1  made  my  way  down  to  the  Paris  fruit  market  he 
followed  uie.  Once  at  the  latter,  1  halted.  So  did  the 
mouchard,  and  I  had  now  an  opportunity  of  esainining 
him  well.  A  inan  of  thirty-fivo  or  so,  with  that  premature 
tendency  to  stomach  which  a  diet  of  sugar  and  grease 
gives — a  man  dressed  in  black,  with  a  good  deal  of  shirt 
front  sticking  out  at  the  breast,  like  the  featiiers  of  a 
pouter  pigeon,  and  with  a  curly-brimmed  hat,aDd  gloves, 
forsooth  (gloves  of  the  kind  caJled  "  Berlin,"  doubtless  to 
blind  me,  the  Prussian),  and,  joy  of  joys,  with  teuJer  feet ! 
I  knew  this  by  his  boots,  which  were  creasy,  large,  and 
Bplay-footed,  as  full  of  murks  and  lines  as  an  outline  map  uf 
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Europe,  and  with  a  Black  Sea  in  the  sfiape  of  a  neat  hole  over 
the  toe  of  the  right  one,  nicely  filled  out  with  black  silk. 
It  was  clear  hedidnot  wish  to  speak  with  or  denounce  me. 
or  he  would  have  done  it  now.  It  was  clear,  too,  he  meant 
to  keep  me  insight.  So,alwayBwith  nn  eye  to  tlie  condition 
of  Lis  feet,  I  resolved  to  lead  that  mouckard  a  dance.  I 
had  had  the  best  of  the  situation  so  far;  for,  whereas  I 
ato  delicious  peaclies,  and  figs  worthy  of  Jersey,  be,  poor 
fellow,  had  contented  himself  with  cheapening  grapes  of 
a  peculiarly  mouldy  character.  The  morning  was  agree- 
able, and  I  was  lightly  clad,  so,  after  eating  my  lost 
peach  with  great  dehberation,  washing  my  hands  at  the 
market  fountain,  and  figuratively  girding  up  my  loins,  I 
started  for  a  constitutional  round  the  Pare  de  Moneeaui. 
The  day  was  before  me,  you  understand,  and  a  good  four- 
milcB-an-hour  walk  was  rather  agreeable  than  otherwise. 
Oif  we  started,  therefore^ — I  and  iny  police  shadow — I 
keeping  up  a  steady  heel-and-toe  pace,  he  shambling 
painfully,  but  beating  me  by  knowledge  ol  the  road,  and 
by  artfully  availing  himaelf  of  short  cuts,  To  do  him 
justice,  he  stuck  to  his  work  bravely.  Twenty  times  in 
the  course  of  that  two  hours'  ramblo  did  I  think  I  had 
shaken  him  off,  and  twenty  times  did  become  up  smiling, 
though  considerably  the  worse  for  wear.  He  puffed  like 
a  steam-engine  out  of  order.  His  feet  bothered  him, 
and  I  was  puzzled  that  be  did  not  hire  a  cab.  Could  it 
be  that  "  payments  by  results  "  is  the  system  in  vogue 
hero,  and  that  without  a  conviction  his  expenses  would 
not  be  allowed  ?  He  became  a  touching  spectacle  at  last, 
perspiring,  uneasy,  almost  groaning.  Still,  he  kept  on 
my  trail  doggedly.  Never  say  there  is  no  perseverance 
iu  the  French  character.  This  fat  knave  has  eradicated 
that  theory  from  my  mind  forever.  I  tried  hard  to  walk 
him  out.  Eound  by  the  Pantheon,  past  the  Elysee, 
where  the  old  soldiers  were  being  enrolied  as  \oluntcers 
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by  the  hundred,  and  where  there  was  a  coDBiderable 
crowd,  but  where  he  neither  lingered  nor  spoke,  down 
by  the  fruit  markets  again,  and  bo  to  Ifotre  Dame.  For 
I  had  determined  to  mount  the  towers  of  that  venerable 
edifice,  and  to  give  my  mouchard  a  final  breather  up  the 
stone  atepa.  He  threw  up  the  spoDge  at  the  narrow 
doorway  leading  to  the  towera,  aat  down  breathlessly  on 
the  steps  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  left  tne  to  make  tbe 

^  ascent  alone.  You  don't,  of  course,  go  through  this 
kind  of  amusement  without  warming  to  the  work,  as  it 
were,  I  had  my  pockets  full  of  tbe  English  newspapers 
of  yesterday,  a  pipe  (of  which  more  anon),  lights,  and  a 
good  supply  of  tobacco.  So  I  climbed  to  tbe  topmost 
height,  selected  a  snug  corner  out  of  the  wind,  and  com- 
posed myself  for  a  long  stay.  I  found  the  newspapers 
interesting,  and  the  tobacco  delicious.  The  guardian  of 
the  place  leaves  you  afier  showing  the  bells  on  the  story 
below,  and  retires  to  bis  rabbit  buteb  on  the  roof  while 
you  pant  up  the  remaining  flight  of  etone  steps  alone. 
There  was  something  so  exceedingly  comic  in  the  situa- 
tion that  I  got  almost  to  pity  my  pursuer,  as  I  pictured 
him  nursing  his  poor  swollen  feet  below,  whOe  I  enjoyed 
tbe  magnificent  panorama  and  listened  philosophically 
to  the  war-sounds  of  tbe  city. 
33)6  whole  thing  seemed  so  childishly  unreal.  Yonder 
drab  strip  is,  I  suppose,  a  road.  Those  blue  toy  figures, 
about  tbe  size  of  cue's  thumb,  and  with  a  tiny  map-flag 
in  their  midst,  who  are  being  pushed  along  it  in  compact 
masses,  as  if  by  some  clever  mechanism,  are  a  regiment 
of  soldiers  en  route  for  the  field.  The  pigmies  in  blousea 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Seine,  whose  chant  of  the 
"  Marseillaise  "  comes  up  clear  and  strong  to  my  perch, 
are  conseripts.  Tboae  stumpy  brown  cigars  being 
dragged  along  by  white  and  brown  insects,  are  casks 
"■wine  by  the  w^gonful;  the  black  pins  with  white 
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heads  which  peran.bulftte  the  greeu  pocket- hniii! kerchief 
witli  brown  Htripes  iinuiediaiiOy  below  me,  are  coora- 
leaceutB  iu  Ibe  giirdena-  of  llio  Hdtel  Dieu  ;  and  yonder 
doll'H  L-hnpel  on  the  baby  bridge,  with  male  and  female 
worsliippers  coDBtaully  nuiiig  in  and  out,  is  the  Morgue. 
I  hove  tJLiiahed  my  ntwspupera  by  this  time,  and  have 
epent  an  bour  and  a  quarter  on  the  tower.  1  descend  to 
find  my  mouehard  slill  in  wniiing.  lie  looks  surprised  to 
Bee  n:e,  much  aa  if  be  Lad  determined  tliat  I  bad  laken 
up  B  permanent  residence  in  the  Sebaetopol  beli  ihtre, 
to  concoct  conspiracies  against  the  State.  I  make  for  ihe 
Morgue  at  a  brisk  pace  ;  he  keeps  on  the  bridge  while  I 
enter,  in  gone  when  I  leave  it,  and  I  have  not  aeeu  him 
since.  Let  ua  liope  that  bis  report  to-day  will  make  aa 
iDstructive  addition  to  the  police  archives. 

I  bad  heard  that  there  had  been  thrice  the  number  of 
suiridea  in  Puris  since  the  war  than  previously,  but  the 
statement  was  uot  bunie  out  by  what  1  'eaw  in  the  city's 
dead-house.  A  dccenl-lookiiig  woman  of  iifiy, in  awhile 
liormandy  cap,  and  holding  her  son,  a  lad  of  ten,  by  the 
band,  expressed  this  tersely,  and  with  a  great  air  of  dis- 
appointment—"  There  is  nothing  new."  She  remarked, 
the  iiialaut  she  passed  the  door-way,  "  Uo  was  here 
yesterday,  and  the  daj  before,  and  the  day  before  that. 
Come,  my  child,  let  ub  not  stay."  "  He  "  waa  a  man  of 
Biity,  with  an  iron-grey  beard,  shrunken  iimbB,  and  a 
careworn  pinched-up  face,  out  of  which  Death  itself  had 
not  been  able  to  smooth  away  the  wrinklea  and  crow's- 
feet,  each  of  which  told  its  story  of  sordid  suffcring, 
*'  He  "  had  died  or  killed  himself,  when  in  bitter  penury, 
as  the  rags  hanging  over   hia    hiad  for    identificiitioD 


I 
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showed.     Aa  the  v 


r  fell  drip,  drip,  on  the  rigid  n 


of  clay,  and  the  shouts  of  the  tipsy  pnlriota  floated  i 
late   owner  seemed  far  removed  indeed  fron 
potiticat  crises,  their  fever  and  their  turmolL 
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il  remembered  Eothen,  and  thought  the  old  man  well  out 
of  tlie  scrupe  o!  be'ins  alive  aud  poor.  This  dead  pauper 
:ly  ft  parenthesis,  however.  The  event  of  the 
tnarmog  was  the  mouehard  and  hia  stern  chase.  I  have 
taken  the  opinion  of  expe'  enced  friends  since  ray  return, 
and  it  is  a^'r-ed  that  iucidenla  like  tiiese  are  part  of  the 
pro^raiiime  in.  a  state  of  si^gt^,  that  it  is  no  more 
than  nny  foreigner  is  liable  to,  be  he  Enj^'.ish  or  other- 
.nd  that  nothing  can  he  done,  unless  one  is  annoyed 
by  some  overt  act. 

Th^-  eity  has  been  far  quieter  for  the  latit  two  days  (August 
14  aud  15).  It  is  uiineceHttary  to  add  that  thitt  surfuce- 
caliu  does  not  imply  content.  Such  violent  fevers  as 
Paris  was  euffering  from  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  are 
tue  more  dangerous  when  they  strike  inwards,  and  there 
are  ample  indications  that  public  feeling  is  suppressed, 
not  allaved.  The  wildest  storii-e  are  abroad.  Last  nighti 
when  the  Marines — whose  loyalty  to  the  Empire  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  kept  fre;.h  in  a  saline  almodphere — 
were  marched  down  the  Boulevards  on  their  way  to  the 
field,  ihey  wen:  followed  by  the  acclamations  of  thousands. 
IIuui|uets  were  filed  to  muskets  and  carried  in  triumph. 
One  old  gentleman,  with  a  red  ribbon  in  his  button-hole, 
distributed  largesse,  standing  up  in  his  carriage  and  con- 
stantly bringing  silver  from  an  apparently  ineihau^tible 
canvas  bag.  But  the  cries  were  Vine  lei  Marines! 
Vioe  Ir*  Paritiem.'  and  occasionally  Fice  la  Guerre.' 
As  for  the  Emperor,  none  were  so  poor  as  to  do  him 
tpverence — no  man  cried,  *'  God  bless  him."  In  one  of  the 
recent  telegmphic  despatches  from  the  seat  of  war,  it  was 
said  tnat  rain  was  falling  heavily  at  Metz,  aud  the 
Marines  were  asked  jcTitingly  if  they  could  tench  the 
gencnils  to  fight  without  umbrellas.  A  good  many  of 
thf  gallant  fellows  were  drunk,  and  the  large  loaves  of 
coarse  bread  were  stuck  on  their  rifles  as  if  the  latter 
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were  toaating-forka,  and  bo  -iraved  in  triumpb  at  the 
bystandera.  All  these  uncovered  to  the  MarineB,  and. 
the  latter  bfandished  their  arma,  stopped  to  shake  handa 
with,  and  in  Bome  instances  kiss,  perfect  strangers  in  a 
free-and-easy  fashion,  such  as  would  turn  an  English 
disciplinarian's  brain.  Sitting  outside  the  Cafe  de  la 
Pail  yesterday,  a  lad  of  twenty,  in  uniform,  and  with  a 
most  doleful  face,  carae  up  with  a  handsomely-coloured 
meerschaum  and  a  sad  story.  It  was  hia  brother's  pipe. 
It  had  been  his  brother's  pride  to  watch  its  progreaa, 
and  to  show  to  an  admiring  circle  how  its  white  gave  way 
to  a  creamy  yellow,  its  yellow  to  a  delicate  chocolate,  and 
its  chocolate  to  a  rich  brown.  But  this  brother  went  to 
the  wars,  and  loft  the  pipe  in  the  speaker's  hands,  charg- 
ing him  solemnly  to  amokc  slowly,  and  to  preserve  and 
foster  the  pipe's  growing  beauties,  against  its  owner's 
return.  Now,  the  brother  is  dead,  and  the  holder  of  tha 
pipe  had  been  "drawn,"  He  was  starting  for  Chitlona 
that  nigbt.  He  was  afraid  of  taking  so  fine  a  pipe  with 
him.  He  would  dread  its  falling  into  the  handa  of  the 
Prussians,  it  might  he  taken  from  him  on  the  field,  and 
would  the  gentlemen  buy  it  at  their  own  price  ?  Need  I 
add  that  it  changed  hands,  and  that  the  poor  lad  in 
uniform  went  on  his  way,  not  rejoicing — he  wos  too  pro- 
foundly dejected  for  tbat — hut  with  one  of  his  carea 
assuaged.  The  damagiag  stories  mentioned  in  my  last 
are  repeated  everywhere.  The  malversation  of  stores, 
the  rottenness  of  the  Administration,  the  incompetence 
of  the  Emperor  to  lead  armies  or  to  continue  personal 
government,  are  all  accepted  as  foregone  conclusions,  and 
it  really  seems  as  if  very  few  people  indeed  believe  that 
there  will  be  any  serious  attempt  to  continue  or  prolong 
the  old  state  of  afi'aira.  All  this  can  wait  they  say. 
Give  us  news  of  the  war.  Let  us  be  satisfied  that  Paris 
is  safe,  and  that  France'a  honour  can  be  redeemed,  and 
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we  can  Bettle  such  a  minor  matter  &s  our  next  form  of 
Oovernmeiit  later.  Meanwhile,  etrenuous  efibrts  are,  it 
is  said,  being  made  to  repair  the  condition  of  the  army, 
its  equipment,  and  commiasariat,  and  every  day'u  delay 
before  tho  next  great  battle  m  said  to  be  worth  twenty 
tbousand  men  to  France.  The  actual  state  of  allairs  in 
Paris  may  be  inferred  from  my  personal  experience  this 
morning,  aa  well  as  from  the  facta  that  the  fair  city  ia 
almoat  surprisingly  peacable  and  quiet ;  and  that  I  aaw 
the  eergents  de  villa  disperse  two  crowds  last  night  with- 
out opposition  or  difficulty.  They  left  Beveral  other 
street  assembkges  untouched,  but  three  days  ago  they 
seemed  to  have  abnegated  their  functions  and  never  to 
interfere  at  all. 

A  word  concerning  the ''  Marseillaise.''  It  has  loBt  its  efiect. 
I  have  beard  it  sung  at  two  different  places  of  public 
entertainment  with  all  the  pomp  aad  circumataDce  whicU 

(good  singing,  good  acting,  good  music,  and  abundant 
banners  and  aupemumerariea  could  give  to  it,  and  it  fell 
aa  flatiy  aa  a  bad  sermon.  lu  the  first  instance  there 
were  three  singers  on  the  stage,  the  chief  of  whom  was 
dressed  as  one  of  the  soldiera  of  the  Eevolution  of  '03, 
cocked  hat,  red  lappels,  and  sward  complete.  He  waved  a 
tricoloured  banner,  and  sang,  and  knelt,  and  invoked  with 
admirable  enthusiasm.  His  companioos,  one  in  the  uni- 
form of  a  Chasseur  de  Vincenaea,  and  the  other  a  youth 
in  the  Giarde  Mobile  dress  of  to-day,  also  waved  tri- 
coloured flags,  and  knelt,  and  made  the  solemnly  patriotic 
appeals  which  three  abort  weeks  ago  stirred  the  average 
Frenchman  into  frenzy.  But  it  was  like  whipping  a 
dead  horse.  The  audience  seemed  dead  or  stunned,  and 
BJpped  their  liquor  calmly,  or  chatted  in  under  tones,  aa 
if  they  thought  the  great  national  song  were  malapropos, 
or  as  if  tbey  had  not  the  heart  to  join  in  it  under  present 
circumstances.     This  was  at  the  Cafe  des  Ambasaadeura, 
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^H           in  the  Champs  Eljieen,  where  tlie  "Marseillaise"  is  put 
^H              forward  as  one  of  the   atlractions  of  the  evening,  the 
^H              hour  at  which  it  is  sung  advertised  heforehniid,  and  the 
^H              people  Buppoi-ed  to  flock  to  hear  it  with  all  their  might. 
^H               The  Alcazar  d'Ele  ie  but  a  stone's  throw  from  it,  and 
^H              gives  its  version  of  the  "  MarBeiiiaise  "  with  even  greater 
^H               ehiboration.     There  are  aome  fifty  singers  on  the  stage, 
^H               men   dressed  in  most  revolutiouary  blouses  and  armed 
^H               vitli  guns  and  bayonets,  women  dressed  as  street  lads 

^H               beniiiies  with  not  much  dress  to  speak  of.     The«ie  joined 
^H               in  the  great  chorus,  and  tried  hard  to  stir  the  hearts  of 
^H               their  auditors.      A]l  in  rain.     The  seats  at  each  place 
^H               were  only  a  fourth  filled,  and  the  people  occupying  them 
^H               seemed   half  asleep.      One  stout  gcullemon  essayed  to 
^H               lead  a  chorus,  but  the  attempt  was  a   failure,  and  as 
^H               be  subsided  into  hiccups  before  the  song  was  over,  his 
^H               eDtbusiaam  was  neither  efi'ective  nor  contaijioua. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Tbk  Emperor  could  not  return  to  Fnris,  leaving  BaKaioe 
shut  up  in  Metis.  That  hail  been  eiplidllv  unuouoeed  to 
him  by  hia  Miiiietere  and  his  consort  as  anon  as  lie  had 
discloged  an  inclination  to  renume  in  tbe  cHpitnl  the  duties 
of  tb;  position  in  which  he  htid  so  lately  been  con- 
firmed by  tbe  nation.  More  than  that,  the  army  of  Mac- 
Mahon  must  not  remain  at  Chalous,  but  proceed  to  iiuecour 
Marshal  Baznioe.  MueMahou  remonstrated.  The  move- 
ment upon  MelE  he  declared  would  be  a  measure  of  tbe 
"greatest  imprudence,"  and  he  was  not  willing  to  eipose 
troopEi,  still  imperfectly  ori^anised,  in  making  an  extremely 
perilous  flank  marcb  in  the  tai-e  of  an  enemy  very  superior 
.  poiut  of  numbers.      lie   aniiounced,  acconlingly,  that 


lay  towards  Eheinis,  whence 
SoisHons  or  to  PmHs.  "  It  is 
walla  of  the  capital  that  my 
!iited,  will  be  able  to  offer 
In  pursuance  of  this  re- 
ii\a  led  tjwarda  Bheims  on  tlie  21>'t,  and 
behind  that  city.    "  But  the  language  of 


he  was  going  to  n 

be  could  [jroceed  i 

only,"  Siiid  he,  "  u 

army,  when  rented 

the  enemy  any  serif 

Bolution,  the  urmy  \ 

took  up  its  position 

reason" — t  he  Emperor  aubsi'quenlly  complained — '■  was  not 

understood  iu  Paris;  it  was  wifhed,  at  all  baz.ardii,  to  give 

public  opinion  the  empty  hope  that  Marshal  Banairie  could 

Btill  be  succoured,  and  the  Duke  of  Magenta  received  from 

tbe  Council  of  Ministerc,  to  which   had  been  joined  the 

Privy  Council  and  the  Presidents  of  tbe  two  Chrtuibers,  n 
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moat  pressing  iujunction  to  march  towarde  Metz."  Tiie 
army  whieli  was  thua  embarked  on  a  highly  perilous  enter- 
priae  was  made  up  of  the  most  various  elements.  Its  nucleus 
waa  formed  of  the  remaina  of  MacMahon'a  First  Corps — 
veterans  who  had  fought  in  Africa,  and  were  asaumed  to  be 
the  very  flower  of  the  rrr;iich  army ;  yet  their  chief  has 
aince  told  us  that  they  were  "  discouraged  and  mutinoua," 
and  the  effects  of  their  dire  example  were  feared.  The 
Fifth  Corps,  that  of  De  Failly,  had  lost  its  baggage  in  a 
long  retreat,  without  having  once  met  the  enemy.  Douay's 
Seventh  Corps  "  did  not  show  so  much  solidity  as  might 
hare  been  desired,"  The  Twelfth,  a  new  Array  Corps,  ^vas 
composed  of  three  divisions — the  first  formed  of  new  regi- 
ments, the  second  made  up  of  "  marching  regiments,"  out 
of  "  fourth  battalions,"  and  the  third  of  Marines.  Obeyiog 
the  orders  which  he  had  deprecated,  MacMahon  led  hJa 
army,  on  the  23rd,  from  Eheima  for  Betheuville,  on  the 
Suippe.  Its  departure  from  the  former  city  waa  marked  by 
deplorable  eiceaaes.  The  aoldiers,  neither  attached  to 
their  officers  by  respect,  nor  fairly  subjected  to  them  by 
discipline,  plundered  the  provision  and  other  trains  in  the 
moat  open  manner,  and,  worst  of  all,  no  notice  could  be 
taken  of  tbeir  disgraceful  conduct.  Scarcely  had  Mac- 
Mahon left  Hbeims  when  want  of  necesaaries  compelled 
him  to  return  to  the  railway,  and  he  reached  Eethel  on  the 
24tb,  from  the  aheer  ueceaaity  of  obtaining  subsistence  for 
his  men.  At  Eethel,  the  road  to  be  taken  to  Metz  must  he 
definitely  secured  and  boldly  pursued. 

The  Prussian  commander  had  taken  precautions  for 
every  contingency.  His  own  arrangement  had  primarily 
in  view  a  march  upon  Ch^lona  and  Faria,  to  be  pro- 
aecuted  by  two  armiea,  while  Metz  was  to  be  guarded  by 
the  united  forcea  of  two  others.  The  Crown  Prince  of 
Prussia  was  to  resume  his  auapended  inarch  along  the 
great  road  from  Nancy  to  Chalona,     It  waa  poasible,  bow- 
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ever,  tbat  MacMaliou  might  take  up  a  defensive  position  to 
the  north  of  ChMoEH.  To  meet  such  a  contingency,  a 
Foarth  Array  was  formed  of  the  Ptussian  Guards,  the  12th 
and  4th  Corps— in  all  80,000 — and  placed  under  tha 
command  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony.  On  the  22nd, 
four  days  after  the  battle  of  Qrarelotte,  this  army  was  on 
its  weatward  march  by  Verdiin  and  Menehould  to  Cii&lona. 
Having  made  these  arrangements,  the  King  went  to  Ligny, 
to  join  his  son,  the  Crown  Prince.  His  arrival  was  de- 
Bcribed  in  the  following  letter  from  the  Special  Correapon- 
dent  with  the  Third  Army,  dated  Ligny,  August  2i ; — 

This  is  a  great  day  in  the  campaign  of  the  Third  Army 
of  Germany.  Hia  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  has 
arired  at  head- quarters,  attended  by  Geoeral  von 
Moltke,  and  the  streets  of  Ligny  have  been  choked  with 
Bavarian  troops  from  early  morning  until  kte  in  the 
afternoon.  They  have  had  a  busy  day  in  Ligny.  The 
columns  have  gone  by  in  a  ceaseless  stream,  with  loud 
trumpet  notes  and  with  a  conatant  roll  of  drums.  Hegi- 
ment  after  regiment  of  infantry  has  tramped  past  my 
window,  battery  after  battery  of  field-guna  has  rumbled 
slowly  along,  and  the  shrill  cavalry  trumpets  have  filled 
the  town  with  their  clangour.  The  scene  in  the  public 
equare  has  been  one  of  the  moat  crowded  and  warlike 
that  you  can  well  imagine.  Osou  brought  for  food, 
horsea  and  waggons,  have  been  jumbled  together  in  appa- 
rently hopeleaa  confuaion.  The  hraas  bands  have  been 
heard  at  the  end  of  the  street,  have  come  nearer  and 
nearer,  and  have  gone  proudly  by  with  swelling  atraina 
of  triumph.  Now  we  havo  aeen  cattle  led  behind  the 
regiments,  now  groups  of  men  with  litters  foi  the 
wounded,  or  waggon-loads  of  cartridges  for  the  breech- 
loaders. Even  aa  I  write  the  movement  still  continues. 
There  ia  a  murmur  of  voices  like  a  mighty  stream,  and 


i  clatter  of  hoofii  like  the  same  Btream  foaming  over 
rocks.  More  waggons.  They  are  actually  at  a  trot,  adi) 
yet  the  road  ia  not  cleared.  If  this  be  a  single  eorp* 
tTarniie,  vthat  must  be  that  whole  district  alive  with 
siiMlers,  wliich  rejireBcnta  the  invasion  of  France  in 
1870  ?  I  can  well  uuderBland  the  expreitsion  of  an  old 
general  oiBcer  in  the  Prusaian  service,  who  said  not  long 
since,  when  some  one  spoke  of  bringing  30,000  more  men 
into  the  field,  "Thirty  thousaad  moreP  why,  we  should 
not  have  mooi  for  them  tu  mauceuvre !''  The  Oermana 
have  made  such  an  effort,  and  put  bo  large  a  force  into 
llie  6Ad,  that  they  are  not  au  army,  but  a  nation  under 

It  ia  curious  to  hear  the  old  folks  hereabouts  speak  of 
the  great  war  of  1815.  They  can  remember  the  Allied 
Sovereigns  at  Liguy  in  that  memorable  year,  and  telt 
how  a  grand  review  was  htld  on  tlie  plateau  to  the 
east  of  the  town.  Talk  of  King  Wiliiam  as  a  atranger, 
and  they  will  recount  his  arrival  here  with  the  invaders 
ot  fifty-live  years  ago.  Ask  tbem  about  the  antiquities 
of  their  neighbourhood,  and  tlicy  will  show  you  the 
house  where  the  Allied  Sovereigns  were  quartered  in  that 
bygone  campaign.  Tet  there  is  something  to  be  seen  of 
greater  relative  antiquity.  The  ruined  castle  by  the 
waterside  is  a  6ne  fragment  of  the  middle  ages.  It  was 
used  hs  a  local  prison  or  place  of  detention  for  abort 
terms  until  eighteen  months  ago — I  can  only  say  that 
I  am  glad  I  vaa  not  detained  here — and  it  is  still  habi- 
table in  a  few  of  its  rooms.  There  is  a  good  view  from 
the  top  of  the  tower  of  tbe  town  and  the  surrounding 
bills.  The  road  can  be  seen  winding  down  from  the 
eastward  between  the  fruitful  vineyards,  and  stretching 
away  over  the  more  level  ground  to  the  westward, 
flanked  by  poplar  trees,  as  a  genuine  French  cliauntla 
ought  to  be.     Beside  the  road  ia  the  canal,  where  great 
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barges  lie  idle  in  tliis  troitbloua  time,  and  fnrlliep  on,  at 
a  Utile  dietauce  from  Lignj,  is  the  sCotion  of  the  P.iHr 
end  Strasburg  Bailnaj.  We  are  only  232  kilometres 
from  Paris — about  137  miles— and  if  there  should  be 
really  an  undisturbed  oceupatiou  of  Chalons,  the  plot 
will  become  very  thick  inJeed.  Those  regimenle  and 
batteries  wbieh  have  been  all  day  filing  past  the  Crown 
Priiiee's qunrters,  havegoui'  steadily  forward  on  to  Paris. 
How  far  they  will  march  unopposed  we  cannot  guees. 

The  Bavarian  troops  are  in  excellent  condition.  They 
have  been  coming  through  Ligny  at  a  steady  pace,  and 
their  horeea  show  no  Bii,'n  of  exhaustion,  despite  the 
rough  UMge  of  the  last  few  weeka.  The  artillery  in 
particular  are  smart  and  suldierly.  Their  uniform  la 
more  becoming  tlrnu  that  of  the  cavalry  or  the  line.  Tou 
must  understand  that  the  characteristic  of  Bavarian 
roilitftry  costume  is  a  helmet  with  a  crested  plume. 
This  helmet  looks  extremely  well  with  the  dark  uniform 
of  the  artillery.  But  to  an  Euglish  eye  it  sits  heavily 
on  the  infantry.  A  rej;iment  of  riflemen,  for  example, 
vrith  helmets  such  ns  our  Life  Guards  wore  at  Waterloo, 
is  something  which  must  be  seen  to  he  realized.  I  am 
bound  to  own  that  the  llavarians  carry  off  their  heaviness 
of  head-dress  with  a  quick,  active  step,  and  with  great 
toughness  of  appearance.  They  are  not  big  men, 
being  smaller  decidedly  than  the  Fru-isians,  but 
tbey  are  sirongly  built,  aud  seem  very  robust.  Their 
brass  bands  are  as  good  as  could  be  wished,  and  played 
theiu  up  to  the  Prince's  quarters  in  first-rate  style,  whilst 
as  regards  their  equipment  for  a  campaign,  the  soldiers  of 
King  Louis  are  capitally  provided,  We  have  seen  to- 
day a  specimen  ol  every  branch  of  their  service — the 
infantry  steady  and  solid,  the  artillery  very  well  furnished, 
and  the  cavalry,  though  not  mounted  so  well  as  the 
Prussians,  with  a  soldierly  air  about  them,  which  pro- 
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mises  great  thioga  in  the  rougli  eervice  of  the  outposts. 
Tbese  Bavariatis  are  no  contemptible  allies  for  Pruaaia. 
Hero  13  the  Crown  Prince  leading  an  army  of  them  to 
Chfilons — perhapa  to  Paris  itself.  Here  are  their  eky- 
bluo  uniforma  pressing  forward  into  the  heart  of  France. 
They  carry  breech -loadere,  but  not  the  famous  needle- 
gim,  and  they  have  proved  what  they  can  do  in  the  way 
of  fighting  at  Weiaaemhurg  and  at  Worth.  The  enemies 
of  Pruaaia  in  18GG  have  become  good  and  helpful  icieada 
to  the  common  cause  in  1670. 

Where  the  large  standard  bangs  out  in  the  narrow  street, 
and  the  aentriea  are  always  on  guard,  are  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Pruaaia,  the  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Third  German  Array.  Tou  might  have  eeen 
the  whole  Staff  of  his  Hoyal  Highness  before  the  door  at 
about  two  o'clock  to-day,  and  you  would  have  gathered 
froni  the  excitement  of  the  officers  who  kept  the  road 
clear  that  aomo  event  of  importance  wna  cspeeted.  Bul- 
locks were  hastily  driven  to  one  side;  waggons  were 
ordered  off  in  no  measured  terms ;  everything  spoke  of 
busy  preparation  for  the  Kmg'a  arrival.  A  way  waa  made 
through  the  throng  of  vehicles,  and  the  movement  of  the 
Bavarian  columna  was  cb»;ked  for  a  while.  Now  there 
appeared  an  escort  of  cavalry  at  full  trot.  Now  an  open 
carriage  behind  them.  Thatgeneral  with  the  flatundress 
cap  and  grey  raouatache,  leaning  buck  in  tho  carriage, 
was  the  chief  man  of  all  Germany,  King  William  of 
Prussia  himself.  He  passed  quickly  to  his  son's  quarters, 
and  alighted  amid  the  cheers  of  the  soldiery.  If  Napoleon 
could  uuly  have  captured  the  house,  and  the  group  on  the 
pavement  before  it — if  only  ! — but  there  is  much  virtue  in 
tho  "  if."  Tender  tall  slightly -built  officer,  with  the  rather 
thin  face,  the  bright  penetrating  eyes,  and  aquiline  nose, 
is  Von  MoUke,  who  has  out-manteuvred  every  opponent, 
Hear  him  stands  anothvi'  man   in   uniform,  a  civilian 
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lather  than  a  soldier — if  all  Pruasiaas  were  not  rated  as 
ooldiera — Count  Otto  tod  Bismarck,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  North  German  Bund,  He,  too,  ie  tall,  and  hia  firm 
remarkable  face  ia  too  well  known  to  need  a  word  of 
comment.  Every  one  knows ,  bj-  photographs  and  pictures, 
the  fece  of  Count  Bismarck.  "Well  may  the  good  folks  of 
Lignj'  stare  at  these  new  arrivala.  They  are  the  movers 
of  the  great  machine  which  has  overthrown  the  French 
Kheme  of  conquest  and  invasion. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  the  royal  head-quarters  were  at 
BaMe-Dnc,  where  the  King  and  the  Crown  Prince  heard 
that  MacMahon,  whom  they  had  eipecttd  to  find  at  Cbalona, 
had  broken  up  hia  camp  and  burned  his  tents,  had  made  at 
firat  for  Eheims,  and  then  had  struck  off  in  a  northerly 
direction.  It  seemed  impossible  that  an  eminent  French 
commander  had  ordered  auch  a  movement;  but  the 
German  reports  were  clear,  abundant,  and  trustworthy. 
The  eye  of  Count  Moltke  at  once  took  Ju  all  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  situation.  The  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony 
should  meet  MacMahon,  and  hold  him  in  the  Argonne; 
and  by  rapid  marches  the  Third  Army,  under  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Prussia,  should  arrive  in  time  to  sweep  round  upon 
bis  right  flank,  and  hem  him  in  against  the  Belgian  frontier. 
On  the  2Gth,  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saioiiy  was  marching 
for  Stenay,  on  the  Meuae,  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia 
was  advancing  by  forced  marches  to  Clermoute  en  Argonne 
and  Grand  Pre. 

MacMachon  could  only  succeed  on  one  condition — that 
he  should  outstrip  the  enemy  by  the  celerity  of  his  move- 
ments ;  but  how  unfit  his  army  was  for  the  most  ordi- 
niry  operations  of  war  is  seen  in  the  fact  tliat  his  two 
columns  only  reached  Sedan  and  Beaumont  on  the  30th, 
haTing  spent  seven  days  in  accomjilisliing  the  distance 
of  fifty  miles  from  Bheims.     By  that  time  tlie  two  German 
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for  him.     On   tlie   27t1i    MacMut 
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reRolved  lo  save  his  army  by  a  speedy  retreat,  and  had 
nctUflUy  ^^ven  orders  to  that  effect,  when  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  be  received  posilive  injunctionB  from  Paria  to  go 
forward  and  relieve  Mets.  The  Emperor,  who  afterwards 
discloaed  thia  eilraorilitmi?  fact,  was  present  with  the 
Marshal,  but ''  he  waa  resolved  not  to  oppose  the  decision 
of  the  Begcney,  and  hod  resigned  hiniselfto  submit  lo  the 
consi'qiienL-cs  of  the  fiitnlity  which  attached  itself  to  all  the 
resolutimiB  of  tlie  Government."  MacMahou  then  obeyed, 
and  attempted  to  reach  Moiitmedy  by  Stenay.  But  it  was 
found  I  hat  the  Prussians  were  at  Stenay,  so  he  established 
his  head -quarters  at  Baucourt,  in  onier  to  paHS  the  Meuse 
at  MouEon.  On  the  morning  of  August  30th,  a  portion  of 
the  French  aainy  was  across  the  river,  when  the  rijiht  wing 
under  De  Fiiiily  was  attacked  at  Beaumont  by  a  Buvarinn 
corps  from  the  Crown  Prince's  army,  and  thrown  back  in 
•reat  disorder  on  the  Meuse  ;  and  on  the  same  day  another 
German  corps  struck  a  heavy  blow  at  the  left  wing  of 
MacMahon'e  army  at  Mouzon.  The  beaten  corps  rallied 
behind  the  Chiers  at  nightfall,  between  Bemilly  and 
Douey,  but  di^'pirited,  the  troops  having  no  conGdence  in 
iheir  commauders,  in  their  future,  nor  in  themselves. 

The  3lst  of  August  was  spent  by  MucMnhou  as  the 
17th  had  been  by  Bazaiue,  occupying  positions  and 
preparing  for  a  great  defensive  battle.  His  line  extended 
troui  tjedau,  on  the  Meuse,  to  Givonne,  near  the  Belgian 
frontier.  The  villages  of  Balau  and  BaKialles  were  in 
front,  forming  with  the  Chiers  a  line  of  defence  not  to  be 
despised  by  an  assailant.  In  front  of  him,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chiers,  was  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony  and 
the  fourth  Armjr,  while  the  Crunn  Prince  of  Prussia  woa 
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on  bis  right  ilaiik,  nud  Beparated  from  htm  by  the  Meuse. 
The  Germana  had  nearly  240,000  men.  The  French  were 
about  100,000.  The  Special  Correspondent  with  the 
Crown  Prince's  army  has  thus  described  the  advance  of 
the  Third  Army  and  the  poaition  of  the  Oennaiis,  ia  a 
letter  dated  August  31at,  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of 
Sedan  :— 

There  need  be  no  hesitation  or  reserve  as  to  speabiog 
of  to-morrow's  possibilities.  The  plot  has  thickened 
aince  I  last  wrote,  and  the  French  must  now  be  perfectly 
aware  of  the  movement  against  their  right  flatik.  I 
necessarily  write  in  such  haste,  and  in  the  midst  of  such 
confusion,  noise,  dust,  and  trampling  of  feet,  that  it  is 
difhcult  to  give  you  n  clear  account  of  what  ia  going  on 
around  me.  On  this  bright  August  day,  the  last  day  of 
the  month,  hot,  dry,  and  dusty,  a  great  historical  drama 
13  hurrying  to  its  cloae.  How  the  trumpets  ring  out  upon 
the  evening  air,  as  the  long  columns  of  cavalry  clatter 
and  jingle  through  the  village  streets  !  How  ceaBcless  is 
the  rumbling  of  waggons!  Battahon  after  battalion  of 
Prussian  infantry  has  come  by  hot  and  dusty — a  whole 
army  has  passed  through  tiie  village  during  this  memor- 
able day  of  the  forced  marcb.  To  put  it  in  more  exact 
and  techiaal  fashion,  the  French  advance  from  Kbeims 
towards  Metz  and  Thionville  has  been  thwarted  by  a 
movement  of  the  12th  and  4th  Corps  of  the  Second 
Army  iu  the  enemy's  front,  and  by  wonderfully 
rapid  marching  of  the  Crown  Prince's  army  against  the 
right  flank  of  their  opponents.  Picture  to  yourself  two 
lines  of  road,  running  nearly  parallel,  the  one  consider- 
ably to  the  Mortiiivard  of  the  other.  From  Chalons  to 
Metz  is  the  first  line,  from  Elieims  to  Thionville  is  the 
second.  It  would  seem  that  the  French  abandoned  their 
camp  at  Chalons,  and  left  open  the  road  to  Paris,  In 
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order  that  tliey  might  take  ihe  second  or  northernmost  of 
tbeae  two  routes,  and  proceed  to  tlierelief  of  Metz.  "We 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  they  Bcriously  intended 
to  cut  their  way  through,  and  that  four  corps  d'armee 
were  aBBemblcd  under  the  Emperor'e  orders.  "Where 
they  eeem  to  ha?e  been  deceived  was  in  the  belief  that  a 
forward  movement  could  be  safely  effected  before  the 
Crown  Prince  would  be  upon  them.  Never  were  plans 
better  laid  than  those  of  tbe  Prince  and  his  chief  of  the 
Staff,  General  Blumenthal.  Many  days  ago  this  whole 
manceuvre  of  doubling  up  the  French  lioe  by  swinging 
round  upon  it,  "  left-ahoulderH  forward,"  was  arranged  ftt 
the  Prince's  head -quarters.  It  was  calculated  that,  by 
almost  Buperhuman  efforts  in  the  way  of  marching,  the 
Sth  and  llth  Prussian  Corps,  the  Bavarians,  and 
"Wiirtembergers,  might  effect  such  a  concentration  as 
would  baffle  the  French  design  of  relieving  Metz.  The 
(jth  Corps  was  scarcely  able  to  get  up  in  time  by  any 
efforts — that  is,  to  swiag  round  in  time  in  its  wide  circle 
to  the  westward — but  it  would  be  ready  to  guard  the 
left  flank  of  tbe  Germans,  and  to  act  as  a  support  to  the 
"Wurtembergers  in  case  of  need.  Here  was  the  trap 
ready  laid.  Here  was  a  repetition  of  the  shutting  in  of 
a  French  force  northward  of  the  main  road,  such  as  had 
been  witnessed  at  Metz.  But  this  time  it  was  even 
more  serious  for  tliose  likely  to  be  so  shut  in.  The 
Belgian  frontier  was  the  rock  ahead  in  case  of  defeat. 
The  Belgian  frontier  and  the  frontier  of  neutral  Luxem- 
burg are  not  far  off  from  our  present  position.  One 
great  defeat,  one  hard  struggle,  ending  in  favour  of 
Germany,  and  the  whole  French  army,  baggage,  artillery, 
military  chest,  may  be  driven  into  the  unwilling  embrace 
of  our  good  allies  of  Belgium.  I  speak  thus  at  length 
of  the  great  shutting  in  of  the  French,  of  the  wonderful 
Bed  march  of  the  Crown  Prince's  army,  to  explain  a 
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catastrophe  of  which  you  will  hare  heard  by  telegrapU. 
Tlie  Deedte-gun  may  do  as  well  as  the  Cbassepot  in  a 
battle ;  but  whichever  weapon  be  the  more  deatructive, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  dogEjed  pluck  of  the  Prussians 
in  marching,  their  utter  indifference  to  fatigue,  has  done 
more  than  their  steady  fusillade  to  win  successes  for 
King  William. 

First  through  rain  and  slush,  then  in  milder  weather,  and 
with  dust  instead  of  mud  under  foot,  the  Third  Army 
has  swung  round  upon  its  foe.  Had  the  French  been 
strong  enough  to  hare  a  well-appointed  corps  of  obser- 
vation to  the  southward  of  Vitry— of  say  80,000  men — 
this  wheeling  round  of  the  Prmsians  could  hardly  have 
been  risked.  But  the  Crown  Prince  baa  disregarded  the 
slight  danger  of  an  attack  upon  his  rear  by  an  iil-organized 
militia,  and  with  the  6th  Corps  covering  his  left,  more 
by  necessity  than  choice,  has  i;losed  upon  MacMahon. 

There  was  hard  marching  to  reach  the  point  of  vantage, 
but  when  we  rode  out  yesterday  to  see  the  advance  against 
the  French  position  it  was  lovely  weather.  The  bayonets 
of  the  infantry  glittered  in  the  sunshine.  Tou  must 
fancy  yourself  moving  from  hill  to  bill  across  valleys  fuU  of 
armed  men.  Tou  must  crowd  the  white  straight  roads  with 
rumbling  trains  of  artillery  aod  great  masses  of  cavalry 
far  to  the  front,  where  the  farthest  patches  of  woodland 
grow  indistinct  among  the  red  and  brown  fields.  The 
whole  country  soutliward  of  the  road  from  Beaumont 
to  Le  Chesne  is  alive  with  German  troops.  The  Bava- 
rians are  near  Beaumont ;  the  4th  Prussian  Corps  is 
farther  to  the  right,  and  closee  round  upon  the  line  of 
the  Meuse.  Immediately  before  us  b  the  5th  Prussian 
Corps,  pushing  towards  Stonne  and  Chemery,  We  see 
flashes  of  artillery  near  Beaumont.  Then  a  heavy  can- 
nonade begins  on  the  distant  ridge  behind  that  place — 
the  Ist  Bavarian  Corps  has  surprised  a  French  division  in 

K   S 


132 


WAR   CORRESPONDENCE. 


[" 


the  little  town,  capturing  a  good  deal  of  baggage.  Those 
"  slow  "  Germana  are  to  the  fore  ngaiii !  Tlie  French 
reply  with  vigour  to  ihcir  aBflatJantp,  nod  white  puffa  of 
smoke  break  out  in  ail  directiona.  There  ia  evidently  a 
aliarp  atruggle  to  our  right  front  about  Beaumont  and 
Mouzou,  but  to  the  left  and  centre  the  battle  languishes. 
There  is  a  little  distant  nheliing,  and  some  skirmiahing 
in  the  extreme  front,  though  the  two  parties  are  not  in 
force  Dear  one  another.  Stonne  ia  abandoued  by  the 
French,  and  we  mount  to'  ita  central  position,  from  which 
everything  can  be  seen.  That  battle  on  the  right  growa 
fiercer — crash  ai^er  crash  of  musketry  resounds  from  the 
woods  near  Beaumont.  We  can  see  the  flashes  brightly 
on  the  hilla,  and  as  nigbt  cornea  on  we  hear  with  thril- 
ling effect  the  aharp  rolling  volley  of  the  mitrailleuBeB. 
They  must  be  fighting  very  hard,  aud  the  troops  bivou- 
acked upon  the  hills  near  Stonne  are  eager  to  bo  among 
the  combatants.  But  they  cannot  gut  there  to-nigbt,  and 
ntuat  rest  upon  their  position,  with  that  duU  rolling  and 
grumbling  of  the  cannonade,  to  stir  them  round  their 
sparkling  watch-fires. 
The  fighting  of  August  30th  was  a  preparation  for  the 
decisive  closing  in  of  August  Slst.  The  -Ith  Corps 
took  several  thousand  prisoners,  several  French  cannon. 
and  checked  all  advance  to  the  south-eastward.  The 
Bavarians  also  took  cannon  and  prisoners,  and  the  Prus- 
aiana  of  the  Third  Army  pushed  into  a  good  position 
close  to  the  eaemj'a  outposts.  It  will  prob.ibly  be  found 
that  yealerday'a  battle  was  an  important  afl'air — more 
important  than  one  at  first  imagined. 
The  battle  of  Sedan  was  described  by  the  same  Corre- 
spondent in  the  following  letter,  dated  Chemery,  Sep- 
tember 1  : — 
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fill  succsBB.  Tbe  greateit  triumpli  of  tho  v&r  baa  been 
achieved  in  thia  battle  of  Sedan,  and  tLe  Emperor  of  the 
French  liinuBcIf  ia  among  the  prieoners,  I  have  not 
time  to  fell  of  the  clamour  and  rejoiciuga  of  the  Boldiery 
round  about  me.  Before  the  post  goes  out  there  will 
not  be  time  enough  to  describe  the  battle  in  its  barest 
details.  An  array  cut  off  and  surrounded — an  Emperor 
taken  prisoner !  These  are  not  common  results.  It  is 
BO  overwhelming  a  catastrophe  for  France  that  one  can 
excuae  the  tears  in  the  old  soldier's  eyes,  who  daahea  his 
crutch  upon  the  floor,  and  will  not  even  smoke  hia  pipe. 
It  is  so  overwhelming  a  catastrophe  that  one  cannot  but 
aigh  over  the  evident  pleasure  of  the  ordinary  villagers 
at  seeing  a  hope  of  peace. 

[owdid  it  come  about  that  they  were  caught?  Thousands 
of  my  countrymen  will  be  asking  this  question.  The 
answer  is  plain.  The  French  were  out-manceuvred  in 
the  first  rush  of  t!ie  war.  They  were  beaten  into  a 
comer  at  Sletz,  blockaded  in  AJsace,  and,  generally 
apeaking,  "  done  for "  by  the  apleadid  organization  of 
their  enemies,  I  bave  often  spoken  to  you  of  the  same 
organization — bave  often  suggested  that  it  muat  prevail. 
There  is  no  need  to  go  further  back  than  the  blocking  of 
Bazaine  at  Metz  to  explain  the  capture  of  Napoleon  at 
Sedan.  It  was  felt  that  Bnzaine  must  be  relieved  at  any 
cost,  and  here  ia  the  price  paid  without  success.  Napo- 
leon moved  from  Bbeima  towards  Metz,  along  the 
northern  frontier  of  bis  Empire,  in  the  desperate  hope  of 
fighting  bis  way  to  the  eastward,  or  of  being  allowed  to 
pass  without  a  battle.  The  Germans  swung  round  their 
left  wing  with  tremendoua  energy,  brought  up  their 
centre  sharply  into  Hue,  and  pinned  the  French  against 
the  Belgian  frontier  iu  the  Uttla  fortress  of  Sedan. 
Never  was  such  marching  eeen  as  that  of  the  5th  and 
llth   Corps.    Whilst  the   4tb   Corps,   on  the  left  of 
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the  Crown  Prince  of  Saiooy'a  army,  and  the  BavariaQB 
on  the  right  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia's  army, 
were  engaged  in  '  thnt  sharp  affair  of  August)  30th, 
the  5th  and  11th  Oorpg,  oa  the  left  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Prussia,  were  marching  round  the  outside  of 
the  circle  to  the  westward  of  the  German  forces.  As 
we  returned  to  head-quarters  after  the  battle  of  the  30th, 
near  Beaumont  and  Mouzon,  we  found  thousands  of 
men  camped,  or  rather  bivouacked,  on  the  hills  near 
Stonne.  They  cheered  the  Crown  Prince  loudly,  and 
were 'full  offlpirit  for  whatever  might  be  wanted  of  them. 
Though  they  had  marched  some  flve-and-twenty  miles 
that  day,  they  were  in  excellent  condition.  Their  bivouacs 
were  well  ordered ;  their  camp  fires  were  blazing  bright 
and  clear.  The  light  of  the  camp  fires  on  one  hill  wu 
aa  significant  as  the  flashes  of  rifle  and  mitrailleuse  on 
the  other  hill,  which  told  of  where  Frenchmen  and 
Germans  were  fiercely  coutending.  These  camp  fires  to 
the  extreme  left,  theso  crowded  mnases  of  men  cheering 
the  Prince,  told  of  the  energy  with  which  Blumenthal 
was  supporting  the  plana  of  Moltke,  and  of  the  deter- 
mined shutting  in  which  was  destined  to  ruin  the 
French. 

They  tramped  along  in  light  marching  order ;  their  knap- 
sacks carried  in  waggons  which  followed  at  a  distance. 
They  rushed  into  cottages  for  water,  or  for  a  glass  of 
wine,  if  any  could  be  found.  Tired  and  tliirsty,  the 
Prussian  regiments  thronged  through  Chemery  on  the 
Slst  August.  Tired  and  thirsty,  they  passed  on  to  the 
front.  As  each  battalion  neared  the  Prince's  quarters 
the  drums  rolled  out,  tlie  men  held  up  their  heads,  and 
went  by  as  at  a  review  in  Berlin,  but  that  every  oue 
seemed  to  have  been  rolled  in  dust-bins  previously. 
Dusty  oa  t!iey  were,  the  infantry  had  a  fine  appear«nce. 
They  all  seemed  to    understand    the    need    of   hard 
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marcbefl,  and  to  be  buojed  up  witli  the  bope  of  com- 
plete victory. 

So  the  uet  was  spread,  and  tlie  ends  were  dravrn  in,  and 
the  French  army  at  Sedan  was  doomed  to  destruction. 
The  battle  of  August  30th  had  shown  tbat  it  would  not 
be  able  to  proceed  eastward,  as  the  G^e^lIlans  were  every- 
where BO  strong.  It  would  not  be  able  to  proceed  west- 
ward. Would  it  be  able  to  escape  even  iu  a  westerly 
direction  P  The  Fi-ench  bad  got  so  near  to  Belgium 
that,  as  you  might  any  of  a  ship,  the  least  puff  of  wind 
would  put  them  ashore.  Tbey  had  a  chance  of  escaping 
on  the  moruiug  of  August  3 1st,  by  leaving  their  baggage 
and  most  of  tbeir  artillery  in  Sedan,  and  making  a  run- 
ning fight  of  it  with  the  whole  army  towards  Mesieres 
and  Laon.  But  they  were  too  proud  to  run  away,  too 
alow  iu  their  movements  to  retreat  with  dignity,  and  were 
caught  at  a  hopeless  diaadvantage. 

The  battle  of  Sedau  was  begun  by  tlie  Bavarians.  Oenentl 
von  der  Tann,  chief  of  the  Ist  Bavarian  Corps,  waa  ready 
in  the  grey  twilight  to  open  fire,  and  was  only  prevented 
from  leading  oS*  the  attack  at  i  a.m.  by  the  thick  mist  in 
the  valley  of  the  Meuae.  "When  we  came  to  the  bill 
above  Donchery,  at  about  sir  o'clock,  there  was  still  a  mist 
in  the  valley,  but  it  had  somewhat  lifted,  and  the  dull 
booming  of  cannon  told  that  the  Bavarians  were  at  work. 
Tou  mu3t  fancy  a  great  half  circle  closing  in  to  form  a 
complete  circle  of  fire  round  the  town.  Place  yourself  at 
tbe  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia's  station  on  the  hill  above 
Donchery,  and  take  the  corps  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stand.  The  5th  and  11th  Prussian  Corps  are 
straining  northward  to  close  round  to  the  lelt.  The  6th 
Corps  is  coming  round  far  behiud,  to  the  left  rear,  and 
will  bear  no  part  in  tbe  action,  but  the  Wiirtembergers, 
also  on  the  left,  and  in  advance  of  the  6th  Corp.i,  will 
have  a  battle  of  their  own  with  the  French  from  Meztorc^. 
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Just  before  ua  there  ia  Sedan,  protected  by  its  ramparts, 
and  by  flu  artificial  inundation  of  tbe  meadowa  beside  the 
Meuse.  To  the  right  of  the  hill  above  Donebery,  are  the 
two  Bavarian  Corps,  only  the  first  of  them  destined  to 
play  a  part  on  September  Ist ;  while  beyond  these  tvfo 
corps  are  the  forces  under  tlie  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony— 
the  4th  Prussian,  the  Gth  Saion,  and  the  corps  of 
Prussian  Guards.  Thus  is  the  circle  composed  which 
gradually  closes  round  Sedan.  King  "William  himself 
takes  the  supreme  command,  because  there  are  present 
two  German  armies — the  Third  Array,  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Prussia,  and  the  "  Comhiued  Army,"  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  Saxon  Crown  Prince.  The  King  ia  posted 
on  some  high  ground,  behind  the  Bavarians,  to  the  right 
of  the  hiil  above  Donchery.  Bismarck  and  Von  Moltte 
are  with  the  King,  Bluraenthol  is  with  the  Prince  of 
PrusBiu.  With  the  Prince  are  also  several  other  men  of 
note,  attached  to  bis  Highness's  Staff.  The  Duke  of 
Augustenburg  and  Prince  Leopold  of  HohenzoUern  are 
both  serving  on  the  Staff,  the  former  in  Bavarian  uniform, 
the  latter  in  Prussian.  The  Duke  of  Coburg  Gotha  is 
there,  pud  so  are  the  Princes  of  Weimar,  of  Mecklenburg, 
and  Wiirtembcrg.  It  was  natural  that  they  should  be 
present,  because  they  have  been  on  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Prussia's  Staff  througliout  the  war.  But  their  presence, 
together  with  the  fighting  of  Bavarians  and  Saxons  side 
by  side  with  Prussians  on  September  1st,  and  the  fight* 
ing  of  the  AViirtembergera  on  the  same  day,  towards 
Mezierea,  gives  an  additional  stamp  of  German  unity  to 
the  final  effort.  All  Germany  seems  to  be  here;  the 
Princes  and  the  eoramonal  ty  coming  forth  with  equal 
seal  to  repel  an  invasion.  And  here  is  the  deadly 
counter-stroke  by  which  it  is  being  met. 

The  whole  country  as  far  aa  the  frontier  lies  spread  out  liko 
a  map  before  us.    Donchery  is  as  clearly  to  be  seen  oa 
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lOugh  a  biscuit  could  be  ioeaed  down  into  \t,  and  vfaea 

the  miat  rises  still  fariher,  the  course  of  the  Meuse  may 
be  traced  by  stunted  willows  iu  the  grent  beud  northward 
which  it  makes  hereabouts.  There  k  no  better  way  of 
realizing  the  features  of  the  locality  than  by  taking  a 
horseshoe,  [iroducing  one  end  straight  to  your  left,  and 
the  other  end  somewhat  backward  to  your  right.  On  the 
part  straight  to  your  left  is  Doiichery,  with  its  line  of 
hills  across  the  back  of  the  aboe.  On  the  part  prolonged 
to  your  right  is  Bazeilles,  with  a  railway  bridge  in  escel- 
lent  condition.  Sedan  lies  on  the  river  to  the  right  band, 
where  the  first  nail  would  be,  and  the  off-aide  of  the 
boraeshoe  bend.  Cazal  and  Floiug  are  farther  along  oa 
the  right  aide,  and  St.  Meuges  is  about  at  the  front  of  the 
shoe.  The  villages  of  Dasigy  and  Givonne  lie  back  to 
the  right,  or  behind  the  town,  where  the  country  is  hilly 
and  wooded.  The  great  plain  is  to  the  left  of  the  bend, 
and  as  the  Prussian  troops  arrive  on  that  side  they  move 
quickly  forward  across  the  plain  to  turn  round  the  end  of 
the  horseshoe  and  come  back  down  its  right  side.  Tho 
Belgian  frontier  is  a  little  way  beyond  the  front  of  the 
shoe,  so  that  there  is  ample  room  for  the  Sth  and  11th 
Corps  to  act  upon  the  Hoe  of  retreat  from  Sedan  in  that 
direction.  We  can  hear  a  constant  rurabhng  of  waggons 
and  clattering  of  hoofs,  as  the  German  left  is  advanced,  ' 
whilst  there  is  a  louder  and  louder  roll  of  musketry,  and 
booming  of  cannon  where  the  Bavarians  are  holding  the 
French  in  play  to  the  right.  At  first  there  is  a  line  of 
white  smoke  puffs,  forming  less  than  a  semicircle  lo  tho 
south,  BOuth-weat,  and  Bouth-east  of  the  Freucli.  The 
battle  is  hotly  maintained  near  Bazeillcs,  and  the  French 
respond  with  energy  to  the  attack  of  the  Germans.  It 
ie  a  very  sultry  day.  The  smoke-clouds  hang  lower  and 
lower  over  the  Meuae,  as  the  mist  was  hanging  a  few 
hours  earlier.    Bright  sunahiue  glitters  upon  the  cuirasses 
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of  a  PnusifUQ  regiment  that  trots  down  to  tlie  right  to  sup- 
port the  Bavarian  guiis,  at  the  boee  of  the  horseshoe. 
A  second  and  yet  a.  third  regiment  of  cavalry  follow 
with  great  jingling  and  clatter.  TJie  Bcene  iipou  the 
hill,  near  the  Crown  Prince's  Staff,  is  one  of  active 
preparation.  There  are  guns  dragged  lumberingly  at 
the  lieela  of  the  cavalry,  and  innumerable  waggons 
follow  as  hard  as  they  cnn  go.  Stragglers  hurry  up  to 
join  their  corps,  orderlies  gallop  away  reckless  of  their 
necks,  or  gallop  back  with  panting  steeds  up  the  ateep 
road.  It  is  thought  better  for  the  escort  to  dismount, 
and  for  the  officers'  liorsea  to  be  held  a  little  to  the  rear, 
so  as  not  to  draw  tlio  Freuch  (ire  upon  the  Staff  by  an 
unnecessary  display  of  force.  Tliat  same  French  fire  is, 
however,  distracted  and  dispersed  by  Qutnerous  oasail- 
ants.  The  roar  of  cannon  grows  inore  intenae  with  each 
minute  as  noontide  approaches.  It  is  clear  that  the 
army  of  MacMahou — we  afterwards  learnt  that  the 
Marshal  had  been  wounded  nt  an  early  hour,  and  tliat 
De  Wiropffen  had  taken  the  command— is  in  desperate 
peril.  Like  some  ship  labouring  in  the  trough  of  Ihe 
sea,  the  beleaguered  host  of  France  is  pitifully  helpless. 
There  was  a  time  when  o  squadron  of  light  horse,  or 
even  a  travelling  carriage  at  a  brisk  trot,  might  have  got 
away  to  Belgium.  The  northern  road  was  open  when 
the  battle  began,  but  the  Freuch  seemed  to  have  no  idea 
of  flight.  Crushed  and  hampered  as  they  are,  they  fight 
like  brave  mcu.  The  battle  is  a  mere  battue  by  one 
o'clock,  and  the  circle  of  white  smoke  puffs  almost  shuts 
in  tiie  French  position.  This  is  essentially  an  affair  of 
artillery,  and  the  German  guns  seem  to  be  well  served, 
besides  being  powerful.  But  there  is  a  constant  rattle  of 
amull-arm  fire  in  the  direction  of  Bazcilles,  where  finmes 
and  black  smoke  tell  of  a  conllagation.  The  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony,  too,  is  coming  steadily  on.    It  has 
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Appeared  for  a  moment  tbat  he  was  checked  by  the  efforts 
of  the  despairiDg  French  ;  but  the  German  right  ia 
growing  evidently  BtroDger,and  the  circle  of  white  smoke 
pu&  ia  very  clearly  delined  to  the  north -eaft ward.  Then 
to  the  left  there  ia  a  sharp  engagement ;  tta  the  11th 
Frussion  Corps  forces  its  way  into  Cazal  and  Floing,  a 
'  splendid  artillery  fire  supports  the  attacks  of  the  infantry. 
"W^e  can  sec  that  all  escape  has  been  cut  off  as  the  Prus- 
sians get  from  \illage  to  riilage  towards  the  elope  of  rising 
ground  behind  Floing,  and  north-westward  of  Sedan.  If 
that  slope  be  once  cleared  of  Frenclimen,  the  only  thing 
for  the  French  to  do  will  be  to  cut  Iheir  way  out  through 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Saionj's  army,  or  to  retreat  almost 
within  the  walls  of  the  town.  They  cannot  fight  on 
tbeir  present  line  with  Prusaiaus  in  their  rear. 
It  is  a  sight  of  terrible  interest.  Tlie  hill-side  behind 
.  Floing  has  been  the  scene  of  a  regular  stand-up  battle 
between  lines  of  infantry,  nntl  there  is  a  cannonade  from 
another  sloping  ground  more  to  the  left,  which  smites 
the  French  with  startling  precision.  Loud  rattle  the 
.  Tolleys  of  the  mitrailleuses.  Some  four  or  five  pieces 
■  are  planted  on  the  hill,  and  work  hard  to  keep  back  tbe 
Prussians.  But  they  seem  to  he  silenced  or  withdrawn, 
and  the  dark  masses  of  King  'Wilham's  soldiers  gain 
several  acres ;  all  about  the  little  cottage  and  the  two 
trees  at  the  hill-top  there  is  a  fierce  encounter.  Lines 
of  in&ntry  stand  firing  at  one  another,  and  it  is  clear 
that  the  loss  is  considerable,  for  many  men  fall  killed 
and  wounded.  Wiiat  a  wild  confusion  it  is,  now  that  the 
lines  have  advanced  and  retired  several  times !  There 
are  scattered  parties  of  Frenchmen  rallied  by  their 
officers,  and  Germans  brought  hack  to  the  charge  with 
hearty  zeal.  Both  sides  fight  splendidly.  But,  on  the 
whole,  the  Prussian  fire  seems  to  prevail,  and  the  French 
wither  before  it.     The   shelle  are  doing  much  that  we 
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cannot  appreciate  at  a  distance.     Dust  flies  up  i: 

then ;  but  it  ia  hard  to  see  what  has  been  done,  Tet  we 
notice  that  the  efforts  of  the  Frencli  reserves  to  restore 
tbetbattle  fai!  before  the  atendtiier^^  of  the  Prussian 
attacit,  Wlien  one  Prussian  balt^ilion  hesitates,  when 
even  there  is  a  charge  in  Ihie  by  a  body  of  French 
infantry,  wlilch  requires  n  good  deal  of  growud,  there  ia 
ahvajB  a  creepiug  up  of  more  and  more  of  the  dark- 
coated  assailauta.  Their  guns  cease  firing  fur  fear  of 
hitting  them,  and  a  gallant  dash  of  French  light  cavalry 
ia  made  to  recover  the  liill-side.  They  ride  forward, 
half-hidden  in  dust,  and  acorn  for  a  moment  to  succeed; 
but  the  artillery  re-opeiia,  the  infantry  pour  in  a  deadly 
fire,  and  we  see  the  ground  strewn  ivith  men  and  horses. 
The  cavalry  wheel  about,  and  go  galloping  back  like  a 
receding  wave.  That  hill-aide  must  remain  in  Prussian 
bands.  No,  there  isanother  rally  by  the  French  infantry. 
Once  more  tiiey  come  on.  The  thin,  blue  smoke  riaea 
above  the  Hue,  and  they  almost  run  in  their  wild  attempt 
to  push  home.  But  the  attack  withers  away,  and 
nothing  can  be  aeen  of  the  regiment  which  made  it. 
There  has  been  heavy  loss  it  is  easy  to  ace,  though  the 
men  who  fall  cannot  now  be  well  distinguished  in  the 
confusion. 

There  are  other  points  carried  by  the  Germans,  and  a 
closing  in  of  the  circle  of  white  smoke  round  Sedan. 
Then  a  fresh  attempt  to  break  through,  as  though  some- 
body of  import.iiice  were  to  bo  cut  out  at  any  cost.  We 
see  numbers  of  Freuchmen  making  for  the  gates  of  the 
town,  others  wandering  about  as  though  not  knowing 
what  to  do.  Tliere  is  a  gradual  cessation  of  the  can- 
nonade, and  by  about  five  o'clock  all  is  quiet,  save  for  the 
dropping  shots  from  the  batteries  near  the  King's  posi- 
tion. There  is  a  great  outburst  of  Same  and  smoke  in  the 
town,  as  if  some  stores  of  combustiblea  had  taken  light. 
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and    there  is  a  rumour  thai;  tlie  white  flag  has  been 

»  hoisted  by  the  French.  Then  it  is  whispered  that  all 
these  crowded  troops — sijty,  Beventy,  perbapa  eighty 
thoueond  men — muft  surrender,  for  ihnt  tbey  have  no 
food.  They  surrender?  Kot  only  they,  the  Imperinl 
Bcldlera,  but  the  Emperor  too.  It  is  knowu  that  General 
Beille,  an  aide-de-camp  of  Napoleon,  has  come  out  to 
King  "William  with  a  letter  from  the  Emperor  to  his 

»PrusBinu  Majesty.  The  troops  are  wild  with  joy;  they 
Lave  caught  him,  then,  and  there  will  be  an  end  to  the 
war. 

Two    days    afterwards    the   same   Correspondent    thus 
described  the  capitulation  and  its  immediate  results: — - 

"When  the  firing  had  ceased  on  that  terrible  day  before 
yesterday,  and  the  great  smoke  cloud  of  tlie  explosion 
in  the  town  had  slowly  drifted  uway,  there  was  as  strange 
a  scene  of  military  disaster  as  could  well  be  imagined. 
A  large  army  was  shut  into  the  space  which  one  division 
might  have  occupied.  The  fortress  of  Sedan  had  bo 
many  defenders  as  to  malto  it  indefensible.  I  have  told, 
in  a  former  letter,  how  General  Eeille,  nide-de-camp  to 
the  Emperor,  came  out  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  was 
brought  to  King  William  ou  the  hill  above  the  Meusc. 

tTo  have  gone  on  fighting  would  have  been  madness,  for 
the  German  troops  held  every  approach  to  the  town,  and 
the  French  troops,  shattered  and  discouraged,  could  noC 
have  hoped  to  cut  their  way  through.  They  were  reduced 
to  BO  small  a  circle  of  outworks  that,  whilst  they  attacked 
one  German  corps,  they  might  have  been  cannonaded  in 
rear  by  most  of  the  others.  In  a  word,  their  condition 
was  desperate.  "What  a  moment  for  the  proud  ruler  of 
France  !  The  greatest  of  his  enemies  could  have  wished 
him  nothing  worse;  and  as  it  became  known  that  he 
himself  was  in  the  town,  that  this  flag  of  truce  was  from 
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the  Emperor  in  person,  and  that  Napoleon  III,  would 
become  a  prisoner  of  war,  men  gasped  for  breath. 
KoniggriitK  was  a  great  victory,  but  was  nothing  to  this. 
There  were  niurmura  of  astoniabment,  almoit  of  dis- 
belief, as  gronp  after  group  of  German  officers,  along 
the  dusty  rood,  learnt  what  bad  happened.  It  could  not 
be  doubted.  The  Emperor's  aide-de-camp  had  been 
seen  speaking  with  the  King.  And  now,  when  it  was 
certain  that  the  news  wan  true,  unbounded  joy  filled  the 
German  hoBt.  There  was  a  prospect  of  getting  home 
again!  These  Btern  conquerors  of  Sedan  were  quiet 
citizens  from  another  point  of  vievr,  and  thought  tbat 
they  had  done  a  good  share  of  fighting  for  their  term  of 
service.  Germany  would  bo  safe  in  future,  nod  they 
would  have  a  joyful  return ,  or,  better  still,  first  see  Paria 
and  then  return  home.  The  Crown  Prince  was  wildly 
cheered  as  he  came  hack  to  bis  quarters  at  Cliemery. 
Every  one  was  ordered  to  have  lighted  candies  iu  their 
windows,  and  the  soldiers  made  such  a  joyous  din  tbat 
there  was  a  panic  among  the  French  inhabilantB, 
"Women  screamed,  and  men  retreated  to  their  houaeN,  not 
knowing  what  the  hubbub  might  mean.  My  poor  old 
landlady  rushed  at  me  for  protection,  and  clung  to  ray 
ami,  Baying,  "  Ah,  monsieur,  you  will  save  me,  will  you 
not  ?  Ton  can  speak  to  them.  You  can  tell  tbem  that 
I  have  given  all  the  bread  I  had.  There  is  none  left ; 
not  even  a  morsel  for  my  supper!  "  She  trembled  with 
terror  as  the  shouts  grew  louder,  and  was  only  reassured 
by  being  told  that  this  wild  hurrahing  meant" Vive  le 
Prnce!"  TheEmperora  prisoner,  the  army  surrendered  ! 
what  did  villagers  know  about  such  great  matters  ?  She 
hoped  there  would  be  peace ;  she  knew  that,  and  eo  did 
they  all.  It  was  lucky  that  an  illumination  had  been 
ordered,  for  otherwise  somebody  must  have  been  ruu 
over  in  the  noisy,  crowded  street. 
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Yesterday  morning,  quite  enrly,  a  carriage  containing  four 
Frencli  ofEcers  droTe  out  from  Sedan  and  cacnc  into  tbc 
Germnn  lines.  The  carriage  -wna  accompanied  by  three 
officers  on  horseback,  but  had  no  other  eacort,  and  when 
it  bad  got  among  the  Germans  one  of  its  occupants  put 
out  his  head,  and  asked  them,  in  their  own  hoguage, 
where  was  Count  Biamjirck  ?  He  must  nee  him  at  once. 
The  Germans  eaid  that  Donchery  was  the  most  likely 
Bjiot  in  which  to  find  the  Count,  though  no  one  knew 
exactly  his  whereabouts.  Forward,  then,  to  Donchery. 
The  carriage  dashed  away,  and  many  a  curious  glance 
was  cast  after  it.  That  short  drive  was  known  to 
be  a  great  historic  event.  Count  Bismarck  might  live 
all  the  years  that  a  courteous  Arab  would  wish  him, 
and  never  have  such  another  visitor  in  the  early  morn- 
ing. They  met  at  a  small  house  outside  the  town,  on 
theleft  bank  of  the  Meuse — a  Louse  where,  oddly  enough, 
tlio  inmates,  being  from  Luiemburg,  spoke  both  French 
and  German.  On  his  first  arrival  the  Emperor  went 
inside.  But  it  was  thought  that  they  could  sit  more 
comfortably  in  the  open  air — it  was  a  delightfully  fine 
fresh  morning — so  chairs  were  placed  for  them,  and 
there  they  sat  talking  for  a  couple  of  hours.  The 
£mperor  wore  the  undress  uniform  of  a  general,  hut 
with  one  decoration  on  bis  breast,  and  with  the  usual 
kepi  of  the  French  service.  Count  Bismarck  was  in  liis 
white  cuirassier  uniform  undress,  with  a  flat  cap  and 
long  boots.  If  you  picture  them  sitting  outside  the 
small  house,  with  the  Staff  officers  present  lying  un  the 
patch  of  grass  not  far  off,  and  the  tall  poplar  trees  flank- 
ing the  ckausife  as  far  as  it  can  be  seen,  you  wiU  realize 
this  striking  episode.  Napoleon  looked  better  in  health 
than  lart  year,  but  anxious  and  careworn.  He  asked  to 
see  King  William,  and  said  th  at  he  placed  himself  at  His 
Majesty's  dlBpoaitioii.      As  to  politics,  he  avoided    nil 
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show  of  dealing  in  any  ivny,  wiiilat  a  prisoner,  witli  the  £tie 
of  France.  He  aurrendered  with  hia  army,  but  could  not 
yield  one  jot,  politically,  on  behnlf  of  the  French 
people  or  of  the  GoTernnient  of  the  Einpreaa  Kegent. 
Count  Bismarck,  in  his  turn,  placed  before  Napoleon 
the  fact  that  this  aurreudcr  of  Sedan  must  be  complete 
— I  had  well-nigh  said,  niuat  be  "  unconditional " — ^but 
that  would  be  going  too  far.  It  must  be  a  complete  sur- 
render, because  the  French  were  not  in  a  position  to  nak 
better  terms.  The  Emperor  much  desired  to  see  Eing 
William  before  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  signed. 
This,  however,  the  King  had  thought  it  better,  both  for 
himself  and  his  illustrious  prisoner,  to  refuse.  They 
could  not  so  well  arrange  a  hard  bargain  as  could  their 
Ministers  and  Generals.  In  everything  personal  the 
King  was  resolved  to  treat  the  Emperor  with  considera- 
tion. But  as  to  the  question  of  the  terms  to  be  granted, 
that  was  another  matter. 

When  Kapoleon  and  Bisoiarek  had  chatted  for  a  little 
while  more  of  indifferent  things,  this  long-to-be-re- 
uiembered  interview  beside  the  Mense  was  brought  to  an 
end.  The  Count  went  to  prepare  his  own  quarters  in 
DoDchery  for  the  Emperor's  reception,  but  it  was  after- 
wardx  decided  that  a  snug  chateau  near  Frenoia  would 
be  more  convenient,  as  Napoleon  wished  to  be  as 
little  seen  by  people  as  possible.  Hither,  then,  he 
was  escorted  by  a  detacliment  of  the  lat  Prussian 
Cuirassiers,  and  here  he  remained  whilst  Generals  de 
Wimpffen  and  Von  Moltke  discussed  the  terms  of  the  sur- 
render of  Sedan.  There  was  a  hard  bargain  to  drive,  but 
proportionate  power  of  driving  it.  Not  an  inch  of  their 
past  gains  had  been  neglected  by  the  Germans,  Masses 
of  infantiy  were  posted  on  every  line  of  approach  to  the 
town,  guns  were  still  pointed  against  the  French,  and  n 
a  body  of  cavalry  waa  ready  so  sweep  down  upon 
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I  any  stragglera  who  should  perchance  get  through  in  the 
confusion  of  a  sortie.  The  King  had  declared  that  he 
ahould  re-open  fire  if  the  capitulatioa  were  not  sigaed  by 
noon  of  the  2nd  iuflt.  It  was  altogether  a  desperate  ease — 
a  thorough  checkmate  of  a  fine  but  dislieartetied  army, 
De  Wimpffen  was  coovioeed  of  this  when  Von  Moltke 
pointed  out  to  him  how  carefully  he  had  prepared  his 
plans.  Sadly  and  reluctantly  the  French  General  agreed 
to  sign,  as  the  only  thing  to  be  done.  The  whole  army, 
including  the  Emperor,  were  to  be  considered  prisoners 
of  war.  There  was,  indeed,  a  clause  by  which  the  officers 
were  to  be  at  liberty  to  return  home  on  tlieir  written  pro- 
mise not  to  serve  against  Prussia  or  ber  allies  during  the 
present  contest.  But  they  were  to  lake  their  men  aafely 
into  Germany,  and  hand  them  over  to  German  Com- 
missioners. Arms  and  horsea,  artillery,  and  war  material 
of  all  kinds,  were  to  be  given  up,  the  town  of  Sedan  was 
to  be  thrown  open  to  the  Germans,  and  the  French  sol- 
diers were  to  be  taken  out  to  the  meadows  in  the  bend  of 
the  Meuse,  between  Doncbery  and  Sedan,  and  there  en- 
camped until  their  departure  for  Germany  could  be  con- 
veniently managed.  De  Wimpffen  spoke  bitterly  of  hia 
having  hurried  back  from  Africa  only  to  find  such  a  task 
as  this  devolve  upon  him.  It  was  indeed  an  ill-omened 
journey  to  join  a  force  which  he  found  out-numbered  and 
Out-mau(Biivred,  defeated,  one  might  almost  say,  before 
the  battle  began,  and  to  assist  in  an  act  of  surrender  that 
would  be  bis  eternal  regret. 

t  King  William  made  a  visit  to  the  captive  Emperor  in  the 
cbAteau  of  Frcnois  yesterday  afternoon.  Napoleon  re- 
mained perfectly  calm  at  the  beginning  of  the  visit.  He 
received  his  gueat  of  1867,  and  hia  conqueror  of  to-day, 
with  grave  politeness,  spoke  with  him  for  a  few  moments 
in  an  outer  room,  and  then  withdrew  with  the  King  into 
another  room,  where  no  one  followed  them.     The  Crown 
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Prince  stepped  to  the  door  and  closed  it,  and  the  French 
and  German  offioera  present  remained  some  little  timo 
waiting  before  Napoleon  and  the  King  retaraed.  What 
they  had  said  to  each  other  may  have  concerned  |the 
status  of  the  captive  Emperor.  Certain  it  is  that  !Napo- 
leoa  was  much  affected  by  the  conrteBy  of  King  William, 
and  that  he  eipressed  to  the  Crown  Prince  in  warm  terms 
his  sense  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  he  hud  been 
treated.  To-day,  September  3,  the  Emperor  has  started 
for  Aix-la-Chapelte  on  his  way  to  liis  future  residence  in 
Germany.  He  is  to  be  lodged  during  his  detention  in 
the  Palace  of  Willielms  Hohe,  in  Casael,  a  palace  where 
once  lived  his  uncle,  King  Jerome  of  Westphalia,  and 
which  was  then  called  "  Napoleon's  H5he."  The  Emperor 
desired  to  pass  as  little  as  might  be  through  French  ter- 
ritory,  and  to  travel  very  quietly.  His  personal  luggage, 
his  servants,  and  his  handsomely -appointed  carriages, 
have  been  allowed  to  accompany  him,  with,  I  believe,  a 
few  French  officers  of  his  household,  whilst  General 
Boyen,  of  the  Prussian  army,  and  Prince  Sjnar,  late 
Prussian  Secretary  of  Embassy  ia  Paris,  have  been  at- 
tached to  him  as  aidea-de- camps. 

The  muddy  streets  of  Donchery,  with  their  crowd  of 
Boldiers  and  teamsters,  of  waggons  and  led  horses,  were 
cleared  for  a  few  minutes  this  morning,  between  nino 
and  half-past  nine,  that  a  train  of  carriages  might  paas 
at  A  trot  and  take  the  aorthern  road  round  the  great 
bend  of  the  river.  The  people  stared  with  idle  wonder. 
Who  could  it  be  P  Another  general,  perhaps.  Alaa  !  how 
many  generals  there  were  in  the  world,  and  how  many 
hungry  soldiers  I  These  people  would  all  join  the  Peace 
Society  to-morrow  if  they  gave  effect  to  their  feelings. 
Another  general  ?  No,  'tis  he  himself !  they  cry,  as  they 
cotch  sight  of  the  Imperial  liveries  and  of  the  man  in 
that  foremost  carriiigo.  Tis  heliiiiiHelf!  Pnleandnnsiuus- 
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Jookin^.  with  his  face  firm  set,  but  with  no  overwhelmiug 
deprcBsion  upon  it.  He  glances  from  the  carriage  window, 
and  bowB  in  return  to  the  stranger  at  the  corner  of  the 
itreet,  who  has  raised  hia  bat  to  the  fallen  Emperor. 
There  are  few  who  raise  their  bats  ;  but  they  are  horribly 
afraid  of  the  German  soldiers  in  these  parts,  and  would 
think  themselves  as  brave  as  the  old  Highlander  beneath 
Montrose's  scaffold  if  they  took  much  notice  of  Napoleon. 
Then,  too,  I  judge  by  their  muttered  remarks  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  decidedly  anti-Imperialists  now, 
what«ver  they  may  have  been  before  the  war.  The  pri- 
BOnere  are  even  stronger  in  their  language.  Ti)ey  have 
been  ruined  by  imbecilea.  They  have  been  betrayed. 
Their  generals  ought  to  be  shot.  The  Emperor  found 
his  position  bo  critical  in  S«dan  after  the  armistiue 
became  known,  that  he  was  glad  to  come  over  and 
surrender  himself,  as  already  described.  He  could 
control  the  storm  whilst  the  men  were  to  fight  and  die 
for  him,  but  when  it  came  to  all  being  prisoners  toge- 
ther, they  were  somewhat  dangerous  in  their  mood.  I 
bear  that  this  same  angry,  despairing  astonishment  at 
what  baa  happened,  makes  it  hard  work  to  manage  the 
eighty  thousand  prisoners,  or  more,  who  have  been  taken, 
first  and  last,  about  Sedan.  There  waa  actual  danger  of 
bloodshed  this  morning  when  the  prisoners  began  to 
move  out  of  the  town.  Happily  the  officers  in  command 
showed  admirable  tact  and  firmness.  The  French  kept 
their  old  authority  by  not  straining  the  cord  too  tight, 
the  Germans  by  not  showing  tliemselves  too  much  on  the 
scene.  Thousands  of  men  have  been  coaied  out  to  the 
camp  to-day,  thousands  wiU  come  out  to-morrow.  Sedan 
is  presenting  the  wildest  scene  of  confusion  which  you 
eaxi  imagine.  Narrow  streets  deep  in  mud — for  we  have 
had  heavy  rain  to-day — the  soldiers  balf-drunk  with  the 
■toies  of  liquor,  the  houses  half-burnt,  and  dead  bodies 
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lying  everywhere.  There  nre  thouFanda  of  wounded  mea 
to  be  cared  for.  Marshal  JIacMahou  wns  severely  in- 
jured in  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  though  hia  life  is 
in  no  danger,  and  the  loaa  among  the  French  in  superior 
oiScerB  has  been  something  dreadful. 

Tou  usk,  what  is  to  be  our  nest  move?  I  answer,  "To 
Paris."  So  say  the  men,  bo  aaja  tlie  whole  voice  of 
public  rumour  and  public  opinion  in  the  German  armies. 
To  Paris,  unless  the  French  will  yield  up  StniBhiirg  and 
Metz,  and  pay  the  war  espenaea.  Count  Biamarck 
would  be  content  with  lesa,  but  the  German  people 
inaiat  on  bard  terms,  and  the  German  people  must  be 
obeyed.  To  Paris,  then,  ia  the  cry,  and  with  their 
accustomed  energy  the  muddy,  travel-stained  legions  of 
King  William  are  off  and  aitny  on  the  road  to  the  French 
capital,  Tou  ask  what  the  numbers  of  the  contending 
armies  were  in  thia  crowning  victory  of  September  lat. 
There  seoma  to  have  been  a  rather  larger  French  force, 
and  a  rattier  amaller  German  force,  than  the  officers 
with  whom  I  spoke  had  led  me  to  suppose,  on  the  battle- 
field of  Sedan.  Let  us  take  the  German  atrength  at 
175,000,  and  the  French  strength  at  90,000  men,  in  the 
great  fight  of  the  day  before  yesterday.  Each  aide  had 
more  men  in  exiatence,  but  not  ready  to  hand.  The 
French  had  another  division  at  Mezieres,  which  came  up 
and  akirmiahed  with  the  Wurtembergers,  but  could 
effect  nothing  to  relieve  the  Emperor.  The  Germans 
had  the  tenth  division  (of  the  5th  Corps)  which  never 
fired  a.  shot  or  lost  a  man  on  September  let,  and  they  had 
the  4th  Corps,  which  only  came  into  liiie  at  the  end 
of  the  fight :  thua  it  would  seem  that  about  ninety  thou- 
sand Frenchmen,  somewhat  discouraged  and  somewhat 
disorganized,  were  caught  in  a  corner  by  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  Germans;  that  the  French  fought 
well,  but  not  hopefullj  ;  and  that  the  Germana  pressed 
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1  vith  stern  indifference  to  their  heavy  losf,  until  they 
had  utterly  crippled  and  hampered  their  opponents'.  Tho 
German  fire  centred  upon  Sedan,  and  the  Frenth  fire 
was  distributed  in  all  directioDs,  bo  there  nna  no  parity 
of  lose  in  killed  and  wounded.  So  terrible  was  the  Ger- 
man artillery  fire ;  so  completely  were  whole  French 
divisions  taken  in  flank,  in  rear,  and  all  round  the 
compass,  aa  their  enemies  closed  upon  them,  tiiat  it 
is  pretty  safe  to  fix  the  I'rencli  less  at  about  twice  that 
of  the  Germans,  or  even  two  and  a  balf  times.  The 
mitrailleuses  were  of  no  great  service  ;  the  Chnssepflt  was, 
and  is,  a  splendid  arm.  If  the  well-organined,  well- 
handled  Germans  had  had  the  ChnssepCt,  and  the  French 
had  used  the  needle-gun,  there  would  have  been  nn  even 
greater  cotastrophe.  Then  as  to  the  troops  eogaged. 
The  French  had  a  few  Zouaves  and  a  good  many  Turcos, 
with  cavalry,  both  light  and  heavy,and  a  mass  of  infantry 
of  the  line.  The  Germans  had  a  great  many  Bavarians 
■ — the  1st  Bavarian  Corps  hotly  engaged,  and  the  2nd 
partly  engaged,  in  the  action — a  great  many  Prussians, 
and  among  them  the  Prussian  Guard  Corps,  the  finest 
troops  in  the  coDntry.  The  Prussiaa  Guards  bore  a  tre- 
mendona  attack  from  the  French  on  the  extreme  right, 
and  one  regiment  alone,  that  of  the  Queen  of  Prussia,  or 
the  4th  Grenadier  Kegiment,  lost  five  hundred  men  in  a 
battalion  a  thonsand  strong — just  half  the  baftalion- 
The  French  Imperial  Guard  bore  no  part  in  the  bottle 
of  Sedan,  though  by  an  accident  of  campaigning  the 
French  Emperor  was  taken  prisoner.  I  have  seen  the 
greater  part  of  the  field  of  battle — a  terrible  sight — of 
which,  as  far  as  it  assists  in  understanding  what  occurred, 
I  will  tell  you  in  my  next  letter. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  has  recently  given  the  world  the 
exact  formof  the  communications  which  passed  between  him 
and  the  King  of  Pruasia,  on  the  evening  of  September  Iflt: — 
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"  Sire  my  brother, — Not  having  been  able  to  die  in  the 
midst  of  my  troops,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  place  my 
Bword  io  the  hands  of  your  Majesty. — I  am  your 
Majeaty'a  good  brother,  MapoleuN." 

The  King  replied  aa  foUows : — 

"Sire  my  brother, — Eegretting  the  eircumstancea  under 
which  we  meet,  I  accept  the  sword  of  jour  Majesty,  and 
I  invite  you  to  designate  one  of  your  officers  provided 
with  full  powers  to  treat  for  the  capitulation  of  the  army 
which  Las  so  bravely  fought  under  your  command.  On 
my  side  I  have  named  Qeceral  Moltke  for  this  purpose. 
— I  am  your  Majesty's  good  brother,  Wilhelm. 

'•  BefiTt  Sedan,  Sept.  1,  1870." 

On  the  3rd  the  Special  Correspondent  wrote: — 
The  evacuation  of  tlie  town  has  gone  on  in  earnest  to-day. 
Already  there  is  a  great  camp  on  the  peninsula  within 
the  bend  of  the  Meuse.  The  prisoners  taken  in  the 
battle  have  gone  away  in  strong  detachments,  guarded 
by  German  troops,  and  those  who  were  upon  the  rainyi 
muddy  road  to  the  rear  last  wight,  as  was  the  present 
writer,  saw  columns  of  Frenchmen  tramping  briskly 
along,  with  the  German  escort  marching  by  their  aide  in 
the  worst  of  humours  at  being  so  employed,  and  with 
blankets  muffled  over  the  men's  heads  to  keep  off  the 
rain.  "Well  might  the  villagers  stare  at  so  novel  a  sight 
— their  own  countrymen  blocking  the  way,  but  blocking 
it  as  prisoners — their  own  uniform  dragged  to  prison,  as 
if  it  were  a  capital  crime  to  be  a  Frenchman.  The  poor 
folkfl  seemed  chiefly  aniioua  to  avoid  further  loss,  and 
chiefly  suspicious  of  soldiers  of  any  kind.  But  it  woa 
clear  that  amid  all  their  terror  and  all  their  fear  of  down- 
right starvation,  they  had  a  warm  c 
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Been  msnj  women  to-day  coolciDg  for  the  prisoners  and 
tryiog  to  puali  through  the  crowd  to  bring  them  small 
daintieB.  In  the  church  at  Douchery  there  were 
hundreds  of  French  aoldiera  collected  this  morning. 
Cavalry  and  jiifautry,  Zouaves  and  Cuirassiers,  huddled 
together  in  marvellouB  fashion.  The  smart,  dashing  meji 
whom  we  have  seen  when  we  travelled  through  France 
were  reduced  to  a  condition  of  semi-shabhine^s  and  blank 
despondency  which  was  aomethiug  new  to  see.  They 
were  wont  to  be  the  gayest  fellows  in  the  world,  and  here 
were  rolled  up,  tumbled  over,  and  generally  "  done  for," 
by  men  whom  they  had  beeu.  rash  enough  to  despise. 

I  rode  over  the  greater  part  of  the  batlle-field  yesterday 
morning — the  morning  after  the  fight.  It  was  a  siiock- 
ing  thing  to  see  so  many  dead  men  and  wounded  men, 
and  dead  and  wounded  horses,  crosvded  together  in  aomG 
places.  It  was  a  sight  to  cause  reflections,  as  the  old 
Frenchman  said  who  lived  in  the  village  where  the  fight- 
ing had  been  hottest.  "Alt .'  moii  Dieu,  Monsieur,  e'est 
la  la  guerre."  He  took  a  sombre  view  of  la  guerre,  for 
the  scene  was  horrible.  With  two  friends  who  were 
anxious  to  study  the  positions'of  the  armies  contending 
on  September  Ist,  I  went  round  through  Donchery  and 
past  the  great  beiid  of  the  Mcuse,  came  towards  the 
French  lines  as  the  lltli  Prussian  Corps  had  come,  and 
pushing  southward  between  the  outposts  of  the  hoBtile 
armies,  traversed  the  railway  bridge  at  Bazeilles,  to  return 
to  head-quarters.  The  first  sign  of  active  and  immediate 
war  was  the  block  of  prisoners  at  Donchery.  There 
they  were,  of  all  arms  of  the  service,  the  dark-faced 
TuFCO  and  the  young  boyieh  conscript,  collected  in  a 
.npM,  ready  to  be  marched  away.  The  plain  beyond 
r^l^Mchery  was  covered  with  slightly-wounded  men  wan- 
daring  to  the  rear.  French  and  German,  friend  and 
foe,  it  mattered  not;    they    went  amicably  along,  the 
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I  BufTenng  making  them  frienda.  No  one  aeemc^ 
to  dream  of  I'lirtLer  violence  and  further  fighting.  Tho 
battle  was  over,  and  they  were  glad  to  creep  together  to 
the  rear,  witli  little  civilities  exchanged  in  the  way  of 
pipe-liglits  and  eips  of  bmndy,  and  with  no  more  hoetiio 
feeling  than  two  patients  alreudy  in  an  hoapital.  We 
passed  hundreds  of  them  as  we  went  round  the  bend  of 
the  stream  and  came  upon  the  firat  signs  of  the  conflict 
of  the  day  before.  There  was  a  dead  horse,  a  cuirasp, 
a  beap  of  broken  weapons.  In  this  cottage  were  several 
wounded  Frenchmen,  taking  some  soup  with  a  wounded 
Frusniao,  who  seemed  almost  too  much  burt  to  eat. 
Behind  the  garden  wall  was  a  dead  cuirnssier,  his  haada 
clutching  the  grass  in  the  agony  of  death,  his  face 
stem  and  determined.  No  one  noticed  him  any  more 
than  if  he  were  a  dead  horse.  In  quiet  England  whole 
districts  will  turn  out  to  eee  a  murdered  family,  and  here 
on  a  battle-field  the  sanio  murdered  family  would  be 
trampled  into  the  mud  without  being  noticed.  This 
meadow  on  the  hill-side  is  full  of  mangled  borsen  and 
dead  cuirassiers.  It  wao  here  that  they  made  a  frantic 
attempt  to  break  through,  and  were  mowed  down  bv 
the  Prussian  fusilade.  You  must  have  been  on  several 
battle-fields  to  understand  the  Higns  of  what  has  taken 
place  by  the  look  of  the  apot  next  morning.  This  group 
of  dead  horses,  with  a  helmet  or  two  and  a  dojien 
cuirasses,  with  a,  broken  trumpet  and  three  dead  cuiras- 
siers, means  aerious  work.  The  dark  stains  ou  the 
ground  are  where  the  wouuded  have  lain  and  been 
removed.  The  little  heap  of  eworda  under  that  bedga 
ia  wbcre  some  dismounted  troopers  were  forced  to  sur- 
render. Then  we  come  to  Prussian  helmets  crushed 
and  trampled.  Some  are  marked  by  shell  or  bullet,  and 
have  blood  upon  them.  They  tell  of  loss  to  the  regiment 
to  which   they   belonged.      Others   have  no  particular 
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trace  of  violence,  and  may  either  be  sigus  of  wounded 
men,  or  of  men  wlio  have  simply  thrown  their  helmets 
nway  in  the  heat  of  action,  and  put  on  their  forage  caps 
to  march  more  lightly.  Tbese  dnrk  stains,  surrounded 
by  knapsincic  and  rifle,  by  greatcoat  and  cooking  tin, 
are  where  men  have  kin  nho  have  been  badly  woundeii, 
or  even  killed,  but  whose  fri^ids  have  made  them  as 
comfortable  as  could  be  under  the  difficulties  of  the 
time.  One  has  a  little  shelter  of  twigs  and  bmnchce 
put  to  keep  off  the  sun  ;  another  has  bad  a  blanket 
propped  00  two  rifles,  und  his  knapsack  for  a  pillow. 
But  be  has  died  io  the  night,  and  is  left  with  bis  cloak 
orer  bis  face  until  the  burying  party  shall  come  round. 
See  yonder  drums  and  knapsacks,  stains  of  blood,  and 
dead  men  lying  on  their  faces.  It  is  where  a  blow  baa 
been  struck  at  some  infantry  regiment.  Tlie  men  have 
fallen  under  a  musketry  fire,  and  the  line  of  dead 
shows  where  the  ground  was  held.  Come  a  few  steps 
farther  to  the  rear.  Ton  perceive  a  few  more  dead  men, 
abot  whilst  in  fliglit,  and  a  number  of  bright,  well- 
cleaned  rifles  scattered  on  the  turf.  This  is  where  the 
regiment  broke  and  fled,  where  some  perished  with  their 
backs  to  tbo  foe, and  others  threw doun  tlieir  arms.  Wo 
might  gather  the  minutest  details  of  the  loss  on  either 
side  it'  only  human  strength  and  energy  sufficed  to 
traverse  this  immense  tract  in  a  single  morning.  "When 
another  day  baa  passed,  and  the  Head  are  buried  and  the 
arma  collected,  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  fight  by 
seeing  the  ground;  whilst  on  the  third  or  fonrtb  day, 
the  dead  horses  become  so  much  decayed  that,  until 
they  ore  removed,  it  ia  w«ll-nigh  impossible  to  move 
about  where  they  hove  fallen.  All  honour  to  the  helpers 
of  the  wounded — to  the  regular  and  volunteer  hospital 
assistants.     Their  red-cross  badge  must  b 


a  sufferer;  and  though  i 
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disposed  to  "loaf"  about  rather  than  to  be  helpful  and 
active,  yet  the  greater  part  do  their  duty  well.  The 
better  sort  of  volunteera  in  the  work— the  Sistera  of 
Charity  and  surgeons  wbo  have  donned  the  badge — are 
full  of  zeal.  Some  of  the  best  families  in  Germany  are 
repreaented  among  theae  helpers  of  the  wounded ;  there 
iire  several  foreigners, .too,  engaged  in  the  common  cause 
of  humanity.  Tlianka  to  all  that  is  doue,  the  wounded 
are  bo  soon  removed  to  villages  or  placed  under  some 
sort  of  ahelter,  tlint  even  next  morning  there  are  but  a 
few  of  tbcm  to  be  seen  on  the  ground.  They  are  being 
brought  to  the  nearest  ambulance  waggon  on  stretchers, 
with  many  cries  and  groans.  Heaven  help  them  !  or  are 
lodged  in  a  cottage  near  the  field,  or  are  carefully  ban- 
daged up  and  laid  on  straw,  and  sent  jolting  painfully 
away  in  country  carts  to  a,  more  remote  hospital. 

We  found  the  hill-side  north-west  of  Sedan  covered  with 
dead  men  and  horses.  The  village  in  the  hollow 
between  the  hostile  lines  was  not  much  knocked  about, 
and  there  were  few  abell-uiarks  on  the  road  leading  up 
to  the  summit.  But  once  arrived  at  the  point  where  the 
Prussian  fire  had  begun  io  tell,  we  found  tracee  of  ita 
terrible  effect.  Here  lay  a  dead  horse  in  the  middle  of 
the  road,  with  saddle  and  bridle,  just  as  it  had  fallen. 
Here  was  a  Frenchman,  shot  through  the  head,  hehiud 
fl  small  clump  of  earth,  where  he  had  taken  shelter  in 
skirmishing.  Then  there  were  several  more  horses  and 
men  lying  upon  the  road ;  and  at  length  a  eliglit  breast- 
work to  either  side,  carried  along  the  ridge  of  the  hill, 
and  full  of  French  soldiers  who  had  died  in  ita  defence. 
The  ground  began  to  be  ploughed  up  with  the  shell-fire 
from  the  opposite  rising  ground,  where  the  Prussian 
artillery  so  long  remained.  Near  the  two  trees  and  the 
cottage  prominent  on  the  summit,  were  traces  of  the 
sharp  fighting  which  I  had  observed  the  previous  day> 
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A  tnitralUeuse  battery,  of  four  pieces,  was  surrounded  with 
deud  bodies ;  horses  and  men  were  Ijing  on  all  sides 
— I  cannot  quite  say  in  heaps,  but  very  thickly  scattered. 
At  one  place  there  were  horses  as  thick  as  they  could  lie. 
But  this  was  a  little  farther  down  the  slope  to  the  south- 
ward,  where  I  had  seen  that  gallant  cavalry  charge. 
The  Chasseurs-a-cbeyal  and  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique  bad 
dashed  along  the  hill-side,  haU'-hidden  in  the  dust  which 
tbey  raised,  and  had  been  destroyed  by  a  steady  fusilade. 
Here  lay  the  famous  b'ght  horsemen,  with  their  bright 
uniforms  dabbled  in  blood,  and  their  fiery  little  steeds 
crushed  anil  mangled  by  Prusaiau  sheila.  Most  of  the 
men  and  horses  now  on  the  ground  were  dead,  but  some 
few  wounded  men  yet  lingered  in  agony,  with  white 
rings  tied  to  sticks  that  were  planted  beside  them  as  a 
means  of  calling  the  surgeon '«  attention  when  he  should 
have  time  to  revisit  them.  The  badly  wounded  horses, 
more  fortunate  for  once  in  being  brutes,  had  been  killed 
to  put  them  out  of  pain,  and  only  a  stray  horse  slightly 
wounded  stood  dismally  here  and  there,  wondering, 
perhaps,  what  it  could  all  mean.  Behind  the  Bcene  of 
the  light  cavalry  charge  is  a  ravine  that  separates  this 
shoulder  of  the  rising  ground  from  that  iuiraediately 
above  Sedan.  In  the  ravinethere  had  beengreat  slaughter 
at  the  end  of  the  fight,  when  the  French  were  crowded 
together  from  difi'ereot  points.  Up  behind  the  woods 
ou  the  farthest  summit  of  the  rising  ground  was  all 
the  dibria  of  a  rout.  It  had  been  clear,  even  from  a 
distance,  that  the  beaten  nrtny  struggled  hard.  Tet, 
nevertheless,  they  had  been  beaten,  and  here  were  arms 
thrown  down,  waggons  abandoned,  caps  and  coats, 
swords  and  rifles  of  every  branch  of  the  service,  lying 
scattered  on  the  ground.  Some  couBidersble  body  of 
troops,  cut  off  from  Sedan  by  the  advance  of  the  Prus- 
sians, had  tried  to  break  through  to  the  town,  and  had 
been  dispersed  or  captured.     The  whole  of  the  north- 
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ward  and  nortii -eastward  Blcipes — of  wliat  we  may  coll 
from  this  side  the  countrj — at  the  b^ck  of  the  town, 
showed  traces  of  this  crowding  togetlier  and  of  the 
heavy  crosa-fire  of  German  artillery,  which  had  begim 
eo  Boon  as  the  circJe  of  the  attack  became  uarrowed 
to  a  sufficient  degree.  Nearly  100,000  men,  as  now 
appears,  were  hampered  and  shut  in  by  leas  than 
200,000  of  tlieir  euemies.  No  amount  of  devotion  could 
estricate  the  French  army  wiien  once  it  had  become 
the  centre  of  n  converging  fire.  The  ghastly  wounds 
inflicted  on  most  of  the  French  dead,  whom  I  saw 
upon  the  hill,  showed  that  they  had  fallen  under  an 
artillery  fire,  and  the  ground  was  in  many  places  bo 
ploughed  up  that  a  blanket  could  scarcely  have  been 
laid  on  it  without  covering  some  spot  where  a  shell  had 
exploded.  The  thick  woods  at  the  back  of  the  town 
were  full  of  wreck  and  rubbish— abandoned  waggons, 
with  the  dead  horses  at  the  aide,  to  show  why  they  had 
been  bo  left;  stores  of  biscuit,  harneas,  and  aoldiera* 
tnapsacki  were  Btill  very  plentiful  as  one  approached 
the  village  of  Bazeillea,  southivard  of  Sedan,  where  the 
Bavarians  had  fought.  The  village  was  on  fire,  and  the 
streets  preeented  shocking  sights  to  scare  away  the 
inhabitants  again  for  a  couple  of  days  more,  should  they 
now  return.  The  half-burnt  bodies  of  Frenchmen  and 
Bavarians  were  being  brought  out  from  among  ruins, 
and  laid  by  the  roadside.  Men  yet  living,  but  terribly 
wounded  and  scorched,  were  moved  on  litters  to  beyond 
the  stifling  smoke  of  the  conflagration.  There  was 
reason  to  fear  that  many  poor  lads  had  been  literally 
roasted  when  the  fire  came  upon  them,  and  their  wounds 
forbade  all  hope  of  escape.  This  village  was,  perhaps, 
the  gloomiest  part  of  all  the  acres  of  pain  aud  death 
spread  around  Sedan.  The  interior  of  the  town  itself 
is  said  to  be  very  mia-b  injured,  but  that  I  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  visit. 
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Thk  capitula^on  of  an  army  of  eighty  [thousand  men  at 
Sedan — an  event  unparalleled  in  mititaty  annals,  and  al- 
most incredible— could  only  be  regarded  by  all  serious  and 
intelligent  Frenchmen  as  a  grand  national  disaster.  Never- 
theless, at  Paris,  for  the  moment,  all  regret  was  foi^otten  in 
the  consolatory  thought  tliat  now  at  length  the  Empire — 
the  mysterious  source  of  every  kind  of  misfortune— must 
inevitably  disappear.  A  stormy  meeting  in  the  Chamber, 
and  a  little  stammering  on  the  part  of  the  Ministers,  and 
then  the  Empire  vanished.  Count  Palikao  informed  the  Em- 
press on  the  4ih  of  September  that  he  could  not  answer  for 
her  tranquillity  much  longer,  and  Her  Majesty  quietly 
withdrew  from  France.  When,  on  the  same  day,  a  number 
of  representatives  of  Paris  declared  themselves  a  National 
Government,  and  severally  repaired  to  take  possession  of 
the  public  otfices,  they  found  the  places  vacant,  and  occupied 
them  without  resistance.  The  reception  of  the  news  of  Se- 
dan was  thus  described  by  a.  "  Parisian  Resident  "  (later  "  A 
Besieged  Kesident "),  writing  oq  Sunday,  September  4th : — 

The  news  of  the  Emperors  capture  reached  the  foreign 
embassies  here  at  ten  yesterday  morning.  At  about  eight 
o'clock  it  began  to  be  rumoured  tliat  tlie  Emperor  and 
MacMaiion's  army  had  surrendered.  Isaiva  crowd  of  about 
3,000  men  going  down  the  Boulevard,  and  shouting  "  La 
decheance."     I  took  the  arm  of  a  patriot,  and  we  ail  went 
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together  to  the  Lonvre  to  interview  General  Trochu,  He 
came  out  after  we  had  shouted  for  him  about  Half  an  hour, 
and  a  deputatioa  had  gone  id  to  him.  There  vras  a  dead 
silence  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  so  what  he  said  could  be 
distinctly  heard.  He  toLd  us  that  the  news  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Emperor  was  true,  and  that  as  for  arms,  he 
could  not  give  more  than  he  had,  and  he  regretted  to  say 
that  the  millions  on  paper  were  not  forthcoming.  Linted 
to  the  arm  of  my  patriot.  I  then  went  with  the  crowd  to 
look  up  the  deputies  of  the  Left,  but  none  of  them  were 
at  home.  The  patriot  said  that  he  had  heard  that  there 
was  to  be  a  night  sitting  of  the  Corps  Legislatif,  so,  after 
refreshing  at  a  cafe,  be  and  I,  with  two  other  gentlemen 
in  blouses,  went  off  to  the  Place  de  la  Concorde.  We 
crossed  the  bridge,  and  joined  a  crowd  standing  before  the 
Palais  du  Corps  Legislatif.  A  few  minutes  after  we  were 
there,  however,  we  were  forced  back  across  the  river  by  a 
squadron  of  Gardes  de  Paris.  In  the  crowd  I  lost  two  of 
my  friends,  and  found  myself  alone  with  one  of  the  blouses. 
He  told  me  that  he  was  a  Republican,  and  that  he  meant 
to  fight  the  next  day  against  the  Empire,  and  then  against 
the  Prussians.  We  sat  talking  on  the  parapet  of  the  quay 
until  about  1.30,  when  the  Gardes  de  Paris  fell  back,  and 
I  not  only  got  across  the  river,  but  info  a  gallery  of  the 
Chamber.  There  were  hardly  any  deputies  present,  but 
gradually  theycame  in  and  took  their  seats.  M.  Schneider, 
tlie  President,  appeared,  and  explained  that  at  the  request 
of  sevei'al  deputies  he  had  called  them  together ;  and 
then  General  Palikao  ascended  the  tribune,  and  iu  the 
midst  of  a  solemn  silence  made  the  statement  which  you, 
by  the  time  you  receive  this,  will  know.  Jules  Favre 
followed  him  to  the  tribune,  and  proposed  t<>  declare  the 
dichiance.  Again  silence.  At  last  General  Palikfto,  and 
after  him  the  President,  suggested  that  it  would  be  well 
to  adjourn  until  the  next  mombg,  and  the  deputies  slowly 
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left.  Anything  at  once  so  quiet  and  so  lugubrious  I  never 
witnesasd.  When  Blouse  aud  I  went  out  the  crowd  out- 
side had  enUraly  disappeared,  and  so,  shaking  hands,  we 
parted,  and  I  went  through  the  silent  streets  home. 

This  moi-ning  when  Paris  awoke  it  found  the  walls 
placarded  with  the  address  of  the  Ministers.  At  eleven 
o'clock  I  went  to  the  Place  d«  la  Concorde.  It  was  full 
of  people,  and  from  all  the  streets  leading  to  it  armed 
bonds  of  National  Guards  were  marching,  A  double 
line  of  Mounted  Gardes  de  Paris  was  drawn  up  before 
the  bridge.  Behind  them  I  got.  The  first  band  of 
National  Guards  which  tried  to  pass  the  bridge  were 
forbidden  to  do  so  by  the  officer  commanding  the  Gardes 
de  Paris.  He  ordered  his  soldiers  to  draw  their  swords, 
and  the  National  Guards  on  their  side  shouted,  "  En 
avant."  I  began  (o  feel  somewhat  uncomfortable :  but, 
after  a  short  parley,  the  soldiera  sheathed  their  swoi'da, 
Emd  the  National  Guards  passed  over  the  bridge,  shout- 
ing, "Vive  la  Republique."  This  band  was  followed  by 
many  others,  until  I  suppose  about  20.000  National 
Guards  had  passed  the  bridge  and  stood  round  the 
Assembly,  the  flag  of  which  was  now  flying  to  show  that 
the  seanee  had  commenced.  By  this  time  there  must 
have  been  100,000  men  and  women  in  the  Place  de  la 
Concorde.  This  crowd  was  composed  of  working  men, 
loungers,  women,  children,  and  soldiers.  Every  now 
and  then  there  was  a  panic  and  a  rush,  but  as  every  one 
seemed  to  be  of  one  mind,  there  was  no  danger  of  blood 
being  shed.  The  following  expression  I  heard  about  » 
hundred  times,  and  it  suras  up  the  feeling  of  the 
Parisians — "  An  Emperor  dies,  but  does  not  surrender." 
On  all  sides  I  heard  abuse  larished  on  the  Emperor. 
Every  now  and  then  some  wiry  working  man  got  upon 
the  shoulder  of  a  friend,  and  shouted  "  Vive  la  Eepub- 
liquel"  "  Abas  rEmpercur!  "when  the  cry  was  repeated 
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all  round  him.  Round  the  gate  of  tlie  gardens  of  the 
Tuileries,  which  were  closed,  there  was  a  large  crowd. 
At  one  time  I  thought  they  were  going  to  force  open  tho 
gate,  and  attack  the  few  soldiers  who  were  on  guard 
within.  Indeed,  the  garden  was  only  saved  hy  a  Zouave 
inside,  who  knew  his  countrymen,  dancing  the  cancan. 
After  remaining  about  two  hours  on  the  Place  de  la 
Concorde,  I  went  to  the  Boulevards  ;  they  were  occupied 
by  a  pacific  crowd  waiting  for  news.  Suddenly  a  cry 
was  raised,  -'La  Efepublique  est  declaree."  A  regiment, 
the  only  one  which  I  had  seen  that  day,  was  marching 
down.  At  that  moment  it  was  met  by  a  detachment  of 
the  National  Guard  coming  from  the  Chamber.  Guard, 
regiment,  and  people  immediately  fraternized;  the  sol- 
diers all  reversed  their  arniB.  The  "  Marseillaise  "  was 
sung,  and  the  soldiers  disappeared  into  the  neighbouring 
cafes,  where  they  were  treated  to  drink.  From  the  aspect 
of  Paris,  one  would  suppose  that  news  of  a  great  victory 
had  been  received.  Such  perfect  unanimity  I  never 
witnessed.  As  it  is  Sunday,  the  people  are  walking 
about  with  their  wives  snd  children  in  holiday  dress. 
The  Gai'des  Nationale  ore  marching  home  along  the 
Boulevards  as  though  they  had  come  from  a  review. 
The  windows  and  the  pavements  are  lined  with  people 
ciieering  them.  It  is  felt  by  all  that  the  surrender  of  the 
Chief  of  the  State  must  be  repudiated  by  the  nation  ; 
that  it  has  been  repudiated ;  and  that  the  dishonour 
falls  consequently  on  the  man,  and  not  on  France. 

The  Paris  Correspondent,  writing  also  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, thus  described  the  events  of  that  memorable  day  : — 
I  have  witnessed  a  peaceful  revolution  in  Paris,  with 
results  as  great  as  the  bloodiest  ever  known  in  this  city 
of  revolutions.  1  nm  about  to  describe  in  few  words  for 
this  post  strictly  what  I  saw,  and  I  had  the  luck  to  see  a 
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great  deal,  Enoning  that  the  Corps  Legislatif  was  to 
hold  an  exiraordinnrj-  sitting  at  one  o'clock,  I  got  into  a 
carriage  at  two,  and  told  the  driver  to  go  to  tlie  Champa 
Elysces,  hang  about  the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  and  get 
over  one  of  the  bridges  to  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain. 
He  objected  that  there  were  great  crowds  in  the  route  I 
had  marked  out  for  him,  and  doubted  whether  he  could 
get  along.  "  Try,''  said  I,  and  so  he  did,  and  we  succeeded. 
On  the  Place  de  la  Concorde  there  were  many  groups 
of  people  and  several  companies  of  National  Guards, 
but  stiil  carriages  could  circulate.  I  observed  that  the 
National  Guards  carried  laurels  on  their  bayonets,  and 
that  numbers  of  citizens  bad  sprigs  of  green  (meant 
to  represent  laurels)  in  their  hata.  The  laurels  could 
not  mean  victory  over  the  foreign  enemy ;  but  they  were 
worn  as  emblems  of  victory  over  the  internal  enemy — 
the  Emperor.  My  attention  was  atti-acted  to  one  of  the 
colossal  allegorical  statues  at  the  north-east  comer  of 
the  Place,  representing  the  City  of  Stiasburg.  This 
statue  was  decked  out  with  flowers,  and  an  enormous 
placard  was  hung  round  the  neck  bearing  the  words 
"  Honour  and  glory  to  General  Ubrich."  A  succession 
of  democratic  orators  mounted  the  parapet  at  the  foot  of 
the  statue  and  harangued  a  vast  crowd  with  great  success. 
I  could  not  get  near  enough  to  hear  their  eloquence,  but 
it  was  about  the  Republic,  and  the  certain  victory  which 
the  Republic  could  bring.  I  then  turned  my  carriage 
and  went  towards  ihe  Place  de  la  Concorde,  The  ap- 
proaches were  occupied  by  troops,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  cross,  I  observed  the  steps  of  the  Corps  Legislatif 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  covered  witli  people, 
and  saw  that  the  quays,  right  and  left,  were  closely 
studded  with  infantry,  cavalry,  National  Guards,  and 
people,  all  mixed  up  together.  At  this  moment  the 
veather  was  bcautifut— it  was  one  of  the  most  glorious 
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early  September  days  ever  seen,  I  drove  slowly  along 
tlie  quay  parallel  with  the  orangerie  of  the  TuUeries 
towards  tLo  palace.  The  Tuileries  gardens  were  full 
of  people.  I  learned  that  in  the  morning  orders  bad  been 
given  to  close  the  gates,  but  that  half  an  hour  before  I 
passed  the  people  had  forced  them  open,  and  that  neiUier 
the  troopsnortbepolicemade  any  resistance.  Mycoach- 
man,  who,  I  dare  say,  was  an  Imperialist  yesterday,  but 
was  a  very  strong  Eepublican  to-day.  pointed  out  to  me 
several  groups  of  people  bearing  red  flags.  I  told  him 
tbat  the  tricolour  betokening  the  presence  of  llie  Empress 
stiU  floated  from  the  central  tower  of  the  Tuileries. 
Willie  1  was  spealiing,  and  exactly  at  twenty  minutes 
past  throe.  I  saw  that  flag  taken  down.  That  is  an 
event  in  a  man's  life  not  to  he  forgotton.  Crossing  over 
the  Pont  de  Solferino  to  the  Qnai  d'Orsay,  I  witnessed 
an  extraordinary  sight  indeed.  From  the  windows  of 
those  great  barracks,  formerly  peopled  with  troops  every 
man  of  whom  was  supposed  to  be  ready  to  die  for 
hia  Emperor,  I  saw  soldiers  smiling,  waving  handker- 
chiefs, and  responding  to  the  cries  of  '■  Vive  la  Repub- 
lique,"  raised  by  gendarmes,  cavalry,  soldiera  of  the  line, 
National  Guards,  and  people  below.  Well  dressed  ladies 
in  open  carriages  shook  hands  with  private  soldiers  and 
men  in  blouses,  all  crying  "Vive  la  Republique.'"  Nay, 
strangers  fell  on  each  other's  necks  and  kissed  each  other 
with  "  effusion."  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pont  Neuf 
I  saw  people  on  the  tops  of  ladders  busily  pulling  down 
the  Emperor's  bust,  which  the  late  loyalty  of  the  people 
induced  them  to  stick  about  in  all  possible  and  impossible 
places.  I  saw  the  busts  carried  in  mock  procession  to 
the  parapet  of  the  Pont  Neuf  and  thrown  into  the  Seine  ; 
clapping  of  hands  and  hearty  laughter  greeting  the  splosli 
which  the  graven  Image  of  the  mighty  monarch  made  in 
the  water.      I  went  as  far  as  the  Hiitel  Ue  Ville,  and 
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found  it  ia  posBesaion  of  His  M^esty.^e  Sovereign  . 
People.  Blouses  were  in  every  one  of  M.  Hauwmaim's 
baloDDies.  How  they  got  there  I  do  not  know.  I  pre- 
sums  that  M.  Chevreau  did  not  invite  them.  But  they  got 
in  somehow  without  violence.  The  great  square  in  front 
of  the  Hotel  de  Ville  waa  full  of  the  National  Guards, 
most  of  tfaem  without  uniform.  They  eaiTied  llio  butts 
of  their  muskets  in  the  air,  in  token  that  tliey  Here 
IVfttemizing  with  the  people.  The  most  perfect  good 
humour  prevailed.  Portraila  of  the  Emperor  and 
EiiipresB,  which  many  of  yoiir  readers  must  have  seen 
in  the  Hotel  de  Ville  ball-rooms,  were  thrown  out  of  the 
window,  nod  the  people  ti'od  and  danced  upon  the  canvas, 
On  leaving  the  Hotel  Ue  Ville,  I  saw,  in  the  Avenue 
Victoria,  H.  Henri  Rochefort  let  out  of  prison,  as  a 
logical  consequence  of  events,  but  half  an  iiour  btifore. 
He  was  on  a  triumphal  car,  and  wore  a  scarlet  scarf.  He 
was  escorted  by  an  immense  mob,  citing  "  Vive  Roche- 
fort."  He  looked  in  far  bettei"  health  than  I  expecl«d  to 
see  him  after  his  long  imprisonment,  and  his  counte- 
nance beamed  with  delight.  He  has  seen  his  desire  on 
his  enemy. 

his  bloodless  revolution  seenia  to  have  been  thoroughly 
effected  so  far  as  Paris  can  do  it,  but  I  am  not  yet  able  to 
say  precisely  how  ett'ectualjy  it  has  been  done.  The 
Senate,  which,  if  the  Republic  proclaimed  to-day  holds 
ita  own,  will  be  to-morrow  but  a  set  of  elderly  gentlemen 
lamenting  over  the  loss  of  their  positions,  made  a  show 
of  fighting  this  afternoon,  and  took  their  stand  as  "  illus- 
trations of  the  Empire  and  guardians  of  the  Constitution." 
A  M.  de  Chabriat,  as  soon  as  M.  Rouher  took  the  chair, 
said  that  some  deputies,  forgetting  their  oath,  bad  moved 
the  deposition  of  the  Emperor.  They  iiad  no  right  to 
do  this.  He  was  vanctuished  nnd  a  prisoner,  and  he,  the 
speaker,  woulJ  pay  a  last  homage  lo  him,  and  cry  "  Vive 
It' -2 
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rEmpereur!"  Several  senators  (there  were  not  many  of 
them  present)  cried  "  Vive  I'Empereur  I "  M.  Rouher  said 
very  gallantly  that  any  such  vote  as  that  which  their  col- 
leagues bad  mentioned  as  hkely  to  be  sent  up  to  them 
from  the  other  House,  would  be  firmly  repudiated.  He 
proposed  an  adjoumment  for  two  hours.  At  two  o'clock 
Ihe  Senate  met  again,  and  then  M.  Rouher  alluded  to  a 
proposal  for  the  Emperor's  abdication,  moved  by  M. 
Jules  Favre ;  but  said,  that  inasmuch  as  the  populace 
had  broken  into  the  Chamber,  the  vote  amounted  to 
nothing.  A  valiant  senator  exclaimed,  "  We  are  here  by 
virtue  of  the  Plebiscite,  and  ive  protest  against  force  and 
violence."  The  Senate  then  agreed  to  adjourn,  and  I 
dare  say  It  will  never  meet  again.  Requiescal '.  I  said  a 
great  deal  more  harm  of  it  when  it  was  created  in  1B53 
Uian  I  care  to  say  now.  In  the  Corps  Legislatif  to-day. 
Count  Palikao  himself  proposed  the  election  of  a  sort  of 
Provisional  Government,  but  he  himself  was  to  have  been 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  M.  Thiers  was  to  have  been  a  mem- 
ber. Subsequently  tlie  Left,  supported  by  tlie  National 
Guard  and  the  populace,  "vvho  made  a  bloodless  charge 
upon  tfae  line,  and  got  into  the  Chamber,  became  so 
strong  that  all  the  Miuistiy,  followed  by  most  of  the 
members  of  the  Bight,  left  the  House,  and  the  Opposition 
had  it  all  its  own  way.  At  four  o'clock  the  Republic  was 
proclaimed  at  ihe  Hotel  deVille,  with  the  following  Pro- 
visional  Government:— MM.  Gambetta,  Jules  Favre, 
Peiletan,  Rochefort,  Jules  Feny,  Jules  Simon.  Erneat 
*  Picard ;  Keratry,  Prefect  of  Police ;  Arago,  Mayor  of 
Palis. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  to-morrow  this  Government  will  be 
dispuled  by  anybody;  all  I  can  say  is.  that  to-night 
nobody  disputes  tlie  Republic.  The  sergents  de  ville 
wlio  yesterday  fired  a  volley  upon  the  procession  which 
cried  dichiance,  now  keep  themselves  out  of  sight.     The 


fraternization  between  the  military  and  the  people  in  the 
name  of  the  Republic  is  no  palpable  and  universal,  that 
I  do  not  think  Count  de  Palikao  could  achieve  a  massacre 
if  he  eared  to  order  one. 

An  old  Republican  Journalist,  nhose  patriotisra  is  un- 
doubted, said  to  me  to-dnj-,  while  nobbing  with  sorrow  at 
the  French  reverses.  "This  proves  that  Pretoriaii  sol Jiera 
are  no  match  for  free  men."  My  friend  is  perhaps  right 
so  far,  and  there  is  much'comforl  in  the  thought.  But  I 
could  not  without  hurting  his  feelings  say  to  him  what  I 
now  say  to  your  readers,  that  in  my  opinion  the  change 
in  the  form  of  government  from  an  Empire  to  a  Republic 
n'ill  not  enable  the  French  nation,  after  having  lost  the 
flower  of  its  army,  to  resist  tJie  disciplined  and  hitherto 
victorious  invaders.  This,  however,  is  not  the  French 
opinion,  and  it  would  not  be  enk  to  express  it  in  any 
French  society  whatever.  I  am  afmid  that  rivers  of  blood 
must  yet  flow  before  (he  impulsive  French  people  become 
alive  to  tliis  truth.  It  doesnot  matter  that  many  of  the  com- 
paratively disciphned  troops  of  MacMalion  fled  like  sheep 
when  the  balls  began  to  whistle  about  tlieir  ears.  They 
have  an  intense  belief  in  ■•  France  rising  in  its  might,"  and 
fancythat  the  thousands  of  civilians  now  walkinRabout  the 
streets  with  guns  in  their  haada,  will  do  better  than  the 
trained  soldiers  who  have  been  beaten  under  the  best 
Generals  that  France  could  produce.  And  jel  when 
these  men,  whose  trade  is  war,  and  who  from  training 
and  april  de  corpt  will  run  risks  of  life  which  are  to  civi- 
lians incomprehensible,  yield  to  stern  necessity  and  sur- 
render rather  than  die,  the  deluded  citizens  of  Paris  ima- 
gine that  men  having  no  militaiy  qualities  or  habits  at  all 
will  die  to  the  Inst  man  on  the  Paris  fortifications  rather 
than  allow  the  serried  legions  of  the  Red  Prince  to 
parade  the  streets  of  Paris.  A  caricature  of  Gill  in  the 
'■Eclipse"preciselyrepresen  Is  the  feeling  of  Paris  at  this 
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moment.     Paris,  standing  on  her  fortifications,  J 

bya  female  figure  caUed  -Judith.     Outside  is  the  Sing  of 
Prussia  hi  the  guise  of  Holofernes.     Juilitfa  beclions  to 
Holofernes,  and  says  "  Come  here!"  and  the  obvious 
moral  is  that  if  he  listens  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer  it 
will  be  all  up  nilh  him.     At  eleven  this  evening  Hei 
BocheforC  passed  in  triumph  all  along  the  Boulevards. 
Soldiers  of  all  arms  marched  behind  him  carrj-ing  lan- 
terns.    Who  could  have  imagined  such  a  scene  when  the 
first  number  of  his  LanteniB  came  out? 
Before  the  new  Ministers  were  settled  in  their  places, 
Ihey  learned  that  the  German  armies  which  had  fought  at 
Sedan  were  already  on  their  way  to  Paris,  and  it  becamg 
necessary  to  provide  at  om:c  for  the  defence  of  the  capital. 
No   more  was   beard   of  saving  France  by  pompiers;  the 
people  themselves  were  immediately  armed  as  far  as  the 
resources  of  the  Minister  of  War  would  permit,  and  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications  was  seriously  taken  in  hand. 
It  was  too  soon  to  think   of  creating  a  new  field  army. 
Metz,  it  was  bolieved.  might  yet  be  saved  by  Uie  valour  and 
prudence    of  Bazaine,      The    city   of    Strasburg  received 
honours  in  r'ccrees,  and  in  demonstrations  before  its  alla- 
gorioal  stati.e   in  Paris,  and  Toiil  was  declared  to  have 
deserved  w  I!  of  the  country.     But  a  Government  whose 
members  h^d  formerly  been  elected  deputies  by  Paris  held 
that  its  first  duly  was  to  the  capital.     It,  however,  at  once 
gave  freedom  and  an  impulse  to  the  militury  spirit  of  all 
France,  such  as  the  fallen  Government  had  been  afraid  to 
venture  on.     The  consequence  wa^.  that  \'\  scores  of  depart- 
ments scenes  might  be  encounter^'  ,  such  as  this,  described 
ty  the  Paris  Correspondent  on  a  journey  through  Western 
IVance:— 

I  arrived  very  late  at  the  pretty  little  old  Norman  town  of 
AIen9on.  and  slept  there.  At  seven  in  the  morning  I 
witnessed  a  scene,  the  counterpart  of  which  was,  I  believe. 
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going  on  in  almost  every  town  iu  France.  The  jiublic 
promenade,  a  pretty  iriangiilar  green  bordered  with 
chestnut  trees,  was  covered  as  thickly  as  the  great  square 
in  Chfttham  barracks  at  the  same  hour,  with  squads  of 
recruits,  going  through  various  stages  of  primary  drill. 
These  were  fair  specimens  of  tlie  levy  .MimnaM  now  going 
on  throughout  France,  and  which  sanguine  Frenchmen, 
especially  Parisians,  hope  will  destroy  the  Prussian 
invader  without  fail,  even  if  Uie  extinction  of  the  regular 
anny  should  be  completed.  The  squads  which  I  aaw 
consisted  ofmenofflll  ages  and  all  ranks.  The  majority. 
of  course,  belonged  to  tlie  humbler  classes,  but  side  by 
side  with  the  blue  blouse  were  many  portly  citizens  clad 
in  broadcloth.  Some  of  them,  at  the  ripe  age  of  sixty, 
were  learning  the  goose  step  for  the  first  time.  They 
had  none  of  them  either  arms  or  uniform,  and  I  doubt 
whether  there  ai'e  any  arms  in  the  town.  But  they  very 
conscientiously  went  through  the  duty  required  of  them 
by  the  drill  sergeants  of  squaring  their  toes,  keeping 
their  heels  together,  doing  right  and  left  face,  witb  as 
much  unanimity  as  the  stiff  joints  of  some  of  the  oldest 
among  them  permitted,  and  putting  the  left  foot  first 
on  the  word  given,  "The  line  will  advance— mai'-r-eh." 
The  drill  sergeants  were  all  simple  fellows,  whose  know- 
ledge was  derived  from  former  service  in  the  army.  They 
wore  their  every-day  working  costume.  One  of  them,  a 
cook  at  an  inn,  drilled  his  squad  in  bis  white  paper  cap 
and  cotton  apron.  A  more  characteristic  type  of  a  citizen 
soldier  could  not  be  seen.  If  this  civic  force  of  Alen^on 
should  persevore  in  the  efforts  which  I  saw  for  a  month, 
they  will  cejtainly  by  that  time  be  able  to  form  four  deep, 
wheel  into  line,  and  even  form  square  very  creditably. 
But  if  in  the  meantime,  or  even  for  a  good  while  after- 
ward :,  four  Prussian  Uhlans  should  take  a  fancy  to  gallop 
ini J  Aleiii,-on,  as  the  inhabitants  now  grievously  fear  they 
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^H           will.  1  am  d'laid  alt  the  driiling  will  turn  out  of  sintdl     ^H 
^^M               avail  for  the  defence  of  tiie  town.     It  would  he  more  to     ^H 
^H               the  purpose  if,  instead  of  all  this  scientific  corporal's      ^M 
^^M               drill,  tiie  volunteers  were    to  bu  at  once  put  to  ball-      ^H 
^^M               practice.     A  good  weapon,  a  good  aim,  and  a  good  heart      ^H 
^^M               might  do  a  good  deal  at  a  push,  even  if  keeping  step      ^H 
^H               and  marching  shoulder  to  shoulder  were  left  to  the  spur      ^M 
^^^            of  the  moEaent.                                                                   ^H 
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THEjThird  and  Foiirtli  German  Annies  liad  now  iheirway 
open  lo  Paris,  for  after  llie  Army  of  tlje  NorLli,  as  that  of 
MncMahoii  Has  called.  Imd  failed  even  more  disustronsly 
than  the  Amy  of  the  lihine,  iFrance  had  no  other  to  place 
in  the  field.  But  the  distance  to  be  traversed  was  great, 
and  although  llie  Germans  took  up  their  position  before 
Paris  fifteen  days  after  their  first  corps  liad  set  out  from 
Sedan,  afortnight  seemed  along  time  to  pass  without  some 
signal  occurrence.  The  Ciomn  Prince  of  Sosony  moved 
along  the  valley  of  the  Mome  hy  Chateau  Thieny  and  Meaiix 
to  Lagny,  while  Uie  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia  advanced  by 
Montmirail,  Coulonimiera,Charmes,and  Brie  Comte  P.ohert. 
The  Correspondent  with  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia's  army 
wrote  liom  Montmirail,  on  the  ISth  of  September : — 

Montmirail  is  a  small  place  nlien  compared  with  the  fine 
,  city  ol"  Rlieims,  through  which  I  have  passed  on  my  way 
hither.  In  BheimH,  with  its  glorious  cathedral  and  iis 
memories  of  Royal  coronations,  there  is  gloom  and  re- 
straint. The  enemy  have  talieii  pospession  of  the  city. 
King  William  himself  is  (here.  The  King's  head- quartei-s 
are  established  in  the  episcopal  palace  beside  the  cathe- 
dral, and  the  head-quarters  of  the  Wiiilemberg  Corps, 
which  garrisons  the  city,  are  established  in  the  hotel 
before  the  cathedral  dooi-.  Officers  come  and  go,  horses 
clatter  over  the  stones,  and  orderlies  iiot  in  and  out  with 
incessant  bustle.     But  though  ihern  is  p'effy  oC  life  in 
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one  sense,  yet  Bheima  is  gloomy  and  restrained.  The 
people  do  not  like  it,  and  llicy  cannot  prevent  it.  Here 
are  enemies  fur  milder  than  tlie  invaders  of  IBl-t.  I  saw 
dozens  of  young  women  passing  across  the  public  square 
on  their  way  to  the  cathedral,  and  tliey  had  no  violence 
to  fear.  I  saw  shops  open,  which  were  receiving  money 
payments  for  the  purchases  of  the  soldiery.  But  it  ia 
hard  to  be  ordered  about  by  strangei-s  and  enemies  when 
we  have  been  led  to  thick  ourselves  beyond  all  attack. 
Tho  mayor  has  to  advise  hia  townsfolk  eame)<tly  to  ab- 
stain  from  violence,  and  the  Prussian  authorities  make 
such  requisitions  as  they  tliink  necessai7  for  the  good  of 
their  service.  These  requisitions  are  made  on  the  city, 
it  is  fair  to  add,  and  the  privale  citizen  has  only  to  pro- 
vide food  for  the  soldiers  actually  quartered  upon  him.  lie 
need  not  let  himself  be  bullied  by  any  chance  soldier 
even  out  of  a  morsel  of  bread.  King  William  has  I'e- 
Eolved  that  no  irregular  exactions  shall  cause  the  people 
greater  suffering  than  the  war  must,  perforce,  inflict.  It 
is  difficult  to  prevent  smi»ll  irregularities  and  petty  plun- 
dering, but  these  things  press  more  hai'shlj'  on  country 
villages  than  on  a  city  like  Itheinis,  where  His  Majesty 
himself  is  quartered. 

Whilst  the  rain  poured  in  torrents  on  the  gusty  Sep- 
tember days  whicli  followed  the  great  victory,  there  was 
ceaseless  trampling  of  mud  and  splashing  up  of  muddy 
water  in  tlie  town  and  on  the  battle-field  of  Sedan. 
Thousands  came  and  went  along  the  mad  to  tlie  Belgian 
frontier,  until  this  same  road,  so  quietat  oi'dinaiy  times, 
was  made  the  busiest  of  international  thoroughfares. 
Thousands  marclied  away  towards  Germany  with  heavy 
steps  and  grave  downcast  facea.  These  were  the  French 
prisoners.  Who  could  soy  wiiat  foolish  dreams  of  easy  vic- 
tory and  oi promenades  iiiilUairet  had  floated  ibrougti  their 
heads  a  month  before?     They  iiad  misunderstood  tlje 
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ease,  they  had  been  iH  commanded  and  signally  over- 
tLrown,  But  h  \™s  impossible  not  to  pity  the  poor  fel- 
lows as  they  went  by  in  long  mud-splashed  columns,  their 
gay  uniforms  utterly  faded,  their  small  relics  of  equip- 
ment carried  with  anxious  oare.  Here  ivas  one  with  a 
saddle-cioth  held  ov-er  his  shoulders  to  keep  off  the  rain, 
and  an  empty  cooking  tin  clutched  in  his  other  hand. 
Then  came,  perhaps,  a  couple  whose  great-coats  were  to 
tile  fore,  but  who  had  nothiog  else.  Then  a  man  fairly 
drenched  in  his  uniform  coat,  yet  with  the  rave  luxury  of 
a  knapsack,  and  with  the  suspicion  of  a  pair  of  boots 
therein.  Bo  they  went  by  in  never-ending  columns, 
Batches  of  men  in  great  distress  from  damp  and  hunger. 
Other  batches  seemingly  mor<t  fortunate,  better  clothed. 
or,  for  some  reason,  better  provided.  The  cavalry  ivith 
out  their  horses,  the  infantry  without  their  heavy  load  of 
sack  and  coat,  and  tent,  which  is  almost  pait  of  tbem- 

There  was  dismal  work  to  be  done  amid  all  the  rain  and 
mud  of  the  days  which  followed  the  great  victory.  The 
dead  were  to  be  buried  and  the  wounded  were  to  be 
removed  for  fear  of  sickness.  As  late  as  the  fourth  day 
there  were  dozens  of  dead  Frenchmen  on  the  road 
between  Sedan  and  Givonne,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
sixth  day  after  the  battle  that  the  dead  horses  were 
seriously  dealt  with.  So  many  men  still  living,  but 
suffering  great  agony,  claimed  the  care  of  all  wlio  could 
lend  a  helping  Land,  that  to  leave  the  dead  uuburied  for 
awhile  was  as  nothing  in  comparison.  In  the  villages, 
on  the  battle-tield  itself,  there  was  scarcely  a  foot  of 
shelter  to  be  found  unoccupied.  £very  house  had  a 
garrison  of  wounded  men,  and  the  doctors  were  busy 
with  their  drugs  and  their  instruments  working  hard  to 
relieve  the  sufferers.  The  red  cross  of  the  hospital 
assistants  was  to  hi;  seen  in  all  directions.     If  there  was 
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B  mass  of  sufferers  to  be  helped  and  tended,  there  was 
also  a  n'ide-spread  organization  to  bring  ihem  lielp. 
Wounded  men  were  in  ihe  villi^es  nnd  in  the  town. 
They  were  taken  over  the  Belgian  frontier,  to  be  conveyed 
away  by  rail  to  France  or  Germany,  Tliey  were  spread 
farther  and  fariher.  by  slow  degrees,  from  the  spot  where 
they  had  I'uUen,  in  order  tiial  Ibere  might  be  better  means 
of  caring  for  them  and  less  chance  of  infection.  It  often 
seemed  that  the  common  suffering  and  nmtual  helpless- 
ness hud  made  the  enemies  of  a  few  hours  before  quite 
forget  their  hostile  attitude.  I  remember  noticing  on  the 
morning  after  the  battle,  that  Frenchmen  and  Germans 
limped  along  together  in  forlorn  groups  of  twenty  or  a 
dozen,  without  the  least  sign  of  enmity,  in  fact  with 
tolerable  politeness  one  to  another.  These  lightly- 
wounded  men  found  their  way  to  the  rear  at  their  own 
pace,  often  stopping  to  r«Bt.  You  might  have  seen  at 
times  a  soldier  of  either  side  chatting  in  broken  fashion, 
by  signs  and  stray  words,  to  some  soldiers,  also  wounded, 
of  the  other  side.  Or  it  would  happen  that  the  courtesies 
of  a  resting-place  beside  the  road,  of  a  sheltered  comer, 
or  grassy  bank,  were  done  with  a  siinple  nod  and  grunt 
of  welcome  by  the  first  comers  to  the  sometime  enemy, 
who  limped  up  with  an  imploring  look.  Between  the 
unwonnded  prisoners  and  their  guard  it  could  not  but  be 
that  roughness  and  jealousy  should  appear.  The  prisoners 
were  sullen  of  mood,  the  guai-d  put  over  ihsm  were  dis- 
posed to  try  whether  loud  speaking  would  not  make 
German  cleaily  comprehended.  But  the  wounded,  con- 
querors and  conquered,  got  on  together  excellently  well. 
They  had  a  fellow-feeling  which  made  them  almost  friends. 

All  through  (he  fertile  province  of  Cbaoipagne,  down  the 
straight  chaa't/ea,  with  their  lines  of  poplar  trees 
and  among  the  pleasant  villages  on  the  vine-covered 
slopes,    the    Prussians   have    advanced   towards    Paris. 
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There  was  a.  great  bend  to  the  northward  wh«n  the 
Grown  Prince  swung  round  upon  MacMahon  and  jiinned 
him  ill  against  the  Belgian  frontier  at  Seilan.  There 
was  a  m om en lary  pause  after  the  success  of  Septeniber — 
a  pause  merely  to  rest  the  exhausted  troops,  and  tJien 
a  second  movement  as  decided  and  almost  as  rapid  as 
that  of  the  shutting  in  of  MacMahon.  The  German 
forces  returned  lo  the  main  road  to  their  promised  goal. 
They  came  slanting  back  to  the  line  of  the  Marne.  and 
occupied  village  after  villa.ge,  town  after  town,  witli 
astonishing  quickness.  The  French  had  no  time  to 
prepare  a  systematic  defence.  Before  the  National 
Guard  could  even  be  armed,  fai-  less  exercised,  those 
fluttering  pennants  of  black  and  white  which  told  of  the 
Prussian  Lancers,  or  those  spiked  hehuels  of  the 
Prussian  Dragoons,  were  seen  approaching.  Every- 
thing had  to  be  abandoned.  The  armed  force,  such  as 
it  was,  dispersed  or  retreated,  and  the  people  submitted 
themselves  to  the  inevitabtG  in  the  way  of  war  contri- 
butions. It  has  been  such  a  flood  of  invasion  as  has 
been  seldom  seen  in  the  history  of  the  world.  There 
has  been  the  energy  of  some  Teutonic  inroad  of  the 
fifth  century  combined  with  the  careful  preparation  of 
modem  thought  and  science.  The  rough  cavaliers  who 
lead  the  way  are  indifferent  to  hardship  and  danger. 
With  tliem  it  is  a  change  from  damp  bivouacs  one  day, 
to  snug  quarters  in  a  fine  old  chateau  on  the  next. 
They  take  good  and  evil  fortune  as  it  happens  to  come, 
live  well  when  they  can,  and  frighten  the  inhabitants  far 
more  than  they  hurt  them.  Then  follow  the  regular 
brigades  and  divisions,  the  artillery  and  ammunition. 
of  the  main  army.  Guns  are  dragged  steadily  forward, 
waggons  block  up  the  roads,  whole  fields  and  hill-sJdes 
are  turned  into  camps,  as  the  array  advances.  There  is 
no  delay  in  the  rear.     More  and  more  waggons  come 


174 


WAR  COimSSPOXDE.VCE. 


Streaming  up  from  every  depot  of  provisions.  The  field 
telegraph  is  brought  into  play  bs  fast  as  possible,  and 
the  field  hospitals  are  got  ready,  stage  after  stage,  for 
the  sick  or  wounded  who  may  require  help.  To  travel 
up  to  head-quarters  when  oue  has  lingered  a  few  days 
behind  the  great  machine  is  a  curious  study.  In  some 
respeds,  it  is  painful  to  pass  through  a  country  so  occu- 
pied and  overwhelmed  by  soldiers.  Thsre  are  no  blaeing 
ruins  to  tell  of  an  enemy's  passage,  no  women  complwn- 
ing  of  outrage,  no  bodies  of  murdered  men  lying  in  the 
streets,  as  in  bad  old  wars  of  other  time^.  But  there  is 
a  pitiful  scarcity  of  food  and  a  sullen  tone  of  despiur 
among  the  inhabitants.  They  have  been  eaten  up,  thej 
say.  Not  a  drop  uf  wine  is  left,  not  a  crust  of  bread. 
If  this  goes  on  much  longer  they  must  starve.  Take 
any  small  village  by  the  wayside.  Iiet  a  force  of  hungry, 
thirsty  men.  mai'ch  through  such  village,  and  the  result 
is  certain.  Food  will  be  devoured,  liquorwiil  disappear, 
the  people  will  groan  over  their  losses,  as  well  they  may, 
poor  souls !  Yet  with  remembrance  of  whitt  has  been 
in  war,  and  of  what  might  he  again,  tliese  villagers  are 
rather  to  be  congratulated  that  they  live  in  times  like 
ours.  The  dreaded  foe  has  been  among  them,  and  this 
Is  all  that  has  been  done. 

To  travel  up  from  the  rear  to  the  front  of  lhe  invading 
army  gives  &  better  notion  of  the  vast  scale  of  the 
operations  against  Paris  than  any  one  sight  along  the 
front.  These  whole  disti-icts  occupied  by  foreign  troops, 
these  different  corps  scattered  over  the  countiy.  far  and 
wide,  are  deeply  suggestive.  Since  Louis  Napoleon  was 
captured  at  Sedan,  and  eighty-six  thousand  unwouoded 
prisoners  were  token,  there  has  been  noihiug  to  shield 
Paris  from  attack  save  time  and  distu,ce.  Genera 
Vinoy.  however  brave  and  skilful,  cannot  attempt  to 
shield  Paris  from  attack;  he  can  onlv  concentrate  his 
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small  force  to  (lefend  the  city.  There  will  be  no  serious 
fighting,  it  is  thought,  until  the  Prussians  are  actually 
at  St.  Denis  or  Vincennes.  It  is  out  of  the  question  for 
the  French  to  risk  a  battle  in  the  open  field  with  their 
raw  levies  t^ainst  King  \ViUia.m's  veterans.  Marvellous 
change  of  position!  Incredible  overturn  of  power! 
Here  is  unhappy  France  too  weak  to  take  the  field,  too 
proud,  it  is  to  be  feared,  to  submit  to  her  bard  fate.  The 
splendid  regiments  which  should  have  protected  her 
capital,  the  Zonaves  and  Chasseurs- a-pied,  the  Grenadiers 
of  the  Guard,  and  the  dai-k-faced  Turcos,  are  slaughtered 
or  imprisoned.  Some  are  shut  up  in  Wetz,  some  have 
tramped  away  through  the  rain  and  mud  from  Sedan 
under   the    escort    of  Bavarian   cavalry.     Never  was  a 

I  stronger  confusion  of  misfortunes  than  the  capture  of 
the  Emperor  away  from  his  Guai'd — the  Emperor  in 
Sedan,  the  Guard  in  Melz^ — and  the  leaving  of  Paris 
utterly  exposed,  whilst  France  is  still  eager  to  resist  any 
digmemberment. 
we  look  round  to  see  how  the  game  must  now  be 
played,  we  lind  that  the  Germans  are  advancing  in  open 
order  over  the  whole  country  to  the  west  of  the  capital, 
Tbeir  force  is  well  in  hand,  and  could  be  coUected  at  a 
day's  notice.  But  as  France  is  paralysed  for  llie  lime,  it 
is  better  to  move  in  open  order  for  the  comfort  and 
nourishment  of  the  troops.  You  will  probably  hear  of  a 
movetotlie  soutiiw.ird  of  Paris,  just  as  there  has  been 
a  move  to  the  southward  of  Melz.  and  of  the  army  of 
MacMahon  at  Sedan.  When  Paris  is  cut  off  from  the 
rest  of  France,  when  its  water  supply  Is  stopped  and  its 
immense  population  is  threatened  with  famine,  there 
will  be  a  question  of  sun-ender.  Already  the  Prussian 
light  horsemen  are  working  round  on  both  flanks,  and 
tliey  are  expected  to  cut  the  last  remaining  railway  line 
in  another  day.     It  is  not  thought  that  heavy  guns  will 
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be  brought  up  to  batter  the  French  defences,  because 
the  city  is  to  be  reduced  by  a  blockade  rather  than  by  a 

The  chilleau  of  the  Duke  de  )a  KoehefoucauW  has  been 
the  Crown  Prince's  he  ad -quarters  in  Montniirail,  a 
spacious  building,  liandsomely  furnished.  This  chateau 
is  one  of  the  best  quarters  that  His  Royal  Highness 
has  had  since  the  beginning  of  ihe  war.  There 
is  a  large  park-lilce  garden  with  well-growii  timber. 
and  with  a  beautiful  view  across  the  neighbouring 
valley.  The  fact  of  foreign  conquest  and  foreign  occu- 
pation is  best  realized  when  Prussian  helmets  and 
Prussian  uniforms  are  seen  in  these  stately  dwelhngs  of 
tho  French  nobility.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 
Here  are  the  invaders  in  the  very  midst  of  French  life,  in 
the  very  richest  parts  of  La  Belle  France,  On  yonder  hill 
is  tlio  monument  to  the  battle  of  Montmirail  in  18U. 
Napoleon  I.  surprised  the  Prussians  and  defeated  them 
with  great  loss.  I  have  spoken  with  an  eld  peasant 
who  remembers  the  fight.  "Ah! "says  he,  "it  was  n 
victory  for  us  tliat  time,  sir;  Napoleon  was  there."  And 
then,  as  if  to  prevent  any  mistake,  he  adds  :  "  Napoleon 
ihe  First,  1  mean.  You  know,  he  could  beat  the  Prus- 
sinna."  Poor  old  peasant !  'tis  a  sorry  comfort. 
From  Coulommifirs  the  same  CoiTespondent  wrote,  on  the 

10th  of  September: — 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  from  the  httletown  of  Montmirail,  our 
last  baiting-place,  twenty-four  miles  have  been  struck  off 
the  short  distance  to  tlie  French  capital.  In  another 
twenty-four  miles  we  shall  be  almost  within  range  of  the 
outlying  forts.  Two  more  such  marches  would  bring  us 
to  the  region  of  Versailles.  The  plot  thickens  day  by 
day,  anil  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  coil  of  the 
blockade  is  about  to  be  tightly  drawn  round  Ihe  doomed 
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•eitjr.  nCing  Witliam  has  come  front  Kheiras  to  Chitteau 
Thierry,  and  will  be  in  Heaux  eitlier  to-morrow  or  on 
Sunday,  whilst  the  Crown  Piiiice  moves  more  to  the 
southward,  thrusting  his  forces  between  Paris  and  the 
rest  of  France,  Within  a  week  the  Ijlockado  will  be  as 
complete  as  so  vast  a  circle  will  admit.  Every  possible 
avenue  of  approach  nill  be  tlireatened  by  the  Germans, 
and  most  of  them  will  be  strongly  occupied.  The 
French  Government  will  have  to  abandon  its  capital  for 
fear  of  being  cut  off  from  Fiance  wiihout  the  walls,  or  to 
abandon  France  without  the  walls  that  it  may  superintend 
the  defence  of  the  capital.  You  may,  perhaps,  hear  that 
General  Vinoy,  or  some  other  French  commander,  is 
mancEUvring  to  the  southward  of  the  German  line,  to 
draw  away  the  assailants  from  I'aris.  But  unless  he  can 
turn  the  tide  of  success  which  lias  borne  the  Germans 
forward  thus  far  into  the  heart  of  France,  he  will  only 
waste  his  efforts  in  a  vain  attempt.  Paris  i»  not  to  be 
besieged.  No  heavy  guns  oi'e  to  be  brought  against 
it,  no  batteries  erected.  This  intolerable  loss  and  dis- 
comfort of  a  blockade,  however  roughly  maintained,  is 
thought  enough  to  bring  the  capital  to  terms.  If  there 
were  nothing  but  troops  of  lanceie  threatening  the  rail- 
ways and  cutting  off  a  supply  of  fruit  from  the  neigh- 
bouring gardens,  a  city  like  Paris  would  soon  be  mined. 
Add  the  whole  deprivation  tbat  threatening  the  i-aihvays 
must  produce,  and  you  hav«  a  sum  of  misery  which  it 
would  require  dauntless  heroism  to  endure.  The  Ger- 
mans need  never  come  within  sight  of  the  ramparts. 
'  They  may  content  themselves  with  marching  and 
countermarching  in  the  suburban  districts,  and  Paris 
will  still  be  at  their  mercy.  1  know  how  many  of  your 
readers  have  questioned  anxiously  whether  there  was 
danger  of  destruction  to  the  uionuments  they  have  so 
often  admired,  whether  the  gay  Lu'iy  capitalof  France 
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would  actually  be  bombarded  and  taken  by  storm.  As 
far  as  now  appears,  I  can  answer  them  that  neither 
bombardment  nor  assault  arc  likely  events,  but  that  an 
equally  dendly  pressure  "will  be  brought  to  bear  by  means 
of  a  distant  blockade. 

The  German  line  of  march  in  ihe  very  heart  of  France  is  a 
curious  historical  study.  Groups  of  fine  slrapplng  fellows, 
of  from  thirty  to  fifty  years  of  age,  lounge  about  the 
comers  of  the  village  streets,  or  stand  half-awed,  half- 
defiant,  in  the  doors  of  the  houses.  They  are  just  such 
material  as  ought  to  be  iu  a  French  Landwehr.  But  they 
have  neither  weapons  nor  drill.  Some  have  served  in 
the  regulai'  army,  and  these  scowl  most  fiercely  at  the 
invaders,  yet  even  thesa  are  utteriy  unprepared  and  out 
of  training.  The  uniform  coat  has  so  long  given  place 
to  the  blouse,  that  they  have  slipped  back  into  their 
native  condition  of  peaceful  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Mon- 
sieur le  Maire,  or  Moasieur  le  Cure,  has  them  always 
under  his  eye.  They  are  safe,  quiet  bodies,  who  could  no 
more  get  iip  a  guerilla  war  than  could  a  village  full  of 
our  English  rustics,  We  hear  about  Francs-tireurs,  and 
desperate  deeds  to  be  done  to  every  foreigner  who  ven- 
tures out  alone.  But,  to  their  honour  be  it  sud,  the 
French  peasants  take  veiy  slowly  to  such  ways.  I  have 
beard  of  cases  of  •'  bushwhacking,"  and  I  am  aware  that 
some  roads  are  far  from  safe.  This  is  the  most  that  I  can 
say  on  the  dangerous  aide.  On  the  other  side — or  the 
side  of  painting  things  in  tamer  colours— it  is  certain 
that  as  a  whole  the  war  is  not  a  war  of  partisans,  of  am- 
buscades and  surprises.  The  one  great  surprise  has  been 
that  of  the  French  nation  from  first  to  last,  and  being 
surprised,  outdone,  and  marched  over,  this  French  nation 
takes  its  sufferings  with  patient  logic.  A  la  guerre  comma 
a  la  guerre,  as  I  have  before  said,  is  the  great  motto  of 
the  time.     Monsieur  le  Maire  advises  bis  people  to  pay 
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the  contributions  quietly,  though  this  particular  Mairs  of 
.  Coulommiers  is  under  arrest  for  failing  to  do  so.  Mon- 
sieur le  Cure  stands  by  his  flock  in  the  hour  of  trouble — 
comforts  and  encourages  them  to  bear  what  must  be 
borne  :  and  the  villages  are  spared  the  additional  troubles 
of  martial  law  and  tierce  retaliation.  It  is  only  a  few 
days  ago  that  I  saw  General  von  MoUke  driving  into 
Eheiras  late  in  the  day,  quite  alone  in  a  carriage,  with  no 
escort  of  any  kind.  At  anotlier  time  I  saw  one  Prussian 
soldier  on  foot  calmly  halting  in  a  village  full  of  French- 
men,  to  light  Iiis  pipe  at  the  inn-door. 

A  Special  Correspondent  (afterwards  the  Correspondent 
at  Metz)  wrote  at  this  time  from  Meaux,  the  temporary 
head-quarters  of  a  Corps  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony's 

The  white  fog  so  characteristic  of  the  Mame  valley  was 
still  hanging  over  the  pretty  town  of  La  Fert«-aous- 
Jouorre.  when  about  half-past  four  in  the  morning  of 
Thursday,  tlie  15th  instant,  I  drove  over  the  quaint  old 

\  bridge  on  my  road  forward  to  Meaus.  All  round  me 
lay  the  Gth  Army  Corps  of  the  Prussian  army,  the  honest 
fellows  still  slumbering  soundly  in  the  semi -darkness. 
His  Excellency  vou  Tiimpliiig,  the  General  in  command 
of  tiiis  Army  Corps,  had  come  on  with  his  head-quarters 
on  the  previous  day  from  Nogent,  and  a  further  advance 
to  Meaux  was  ordered  for  Thursday,  This  'Jth  Aruiy 
Corps,  composed  almost  exclusively  of  Silesians,  has 
throughout  formed  the  front  of  tbe  advance  on  Paris, 
and  its  head-quarters  have  ever  been  very  close  in  the 
rear  of  the  extreme  infantry  vanguard.  Thus  it  fell  out 
that,  OS  I  drove  forward  through  tlie  fog.  there  were  hut 
few  signs  of  my  having  been  preceded  by  any  large  body 
of  men.  As  day  broke,  the  soft  roadsides  showed  tokens 
of  having  been  ti-odden  by  a  goodly  force  of  cavalry,  and 
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the  hoof  prints  had  not  been  beaten  out,  as  they  inva- 
riably are.  when  the  infantry  men  have  come  tramping 
after  the  horsemen.  I  had  not  travelled  above  five  miles 
when  I  came  to  n  village  occupied  by  a  cnnipony  of  llie 
Blat  Regiment,  and  when  I  knew  for  certain  that  I  must 
be  ven- close  indeed  to  the  fringe  of  the  infantry  advance, 
eince  that  regiment  has  formed  the  outposts  throughout 
the  advance.  Two  miles  farther  on,  still  in  the  thick 
fog,  I  reached  the  village  of  Trilport,  about  three  miles 
from  Meaiix,  and  here,  too,  were  a  few  men  of  the  Rlst 
and  a  slender  guard  in  front  of  the  Mairie.  The  sentry 
shouted  something  un in telli foible  as  I  passed  him— it 
was  not  "  Halt,"  and  so  I  did  not  care  lo  pull  up.  But 
when  I  had  traversed  quite  half  the  fine  bridge  which  forms 
a  continuation  of  tlie  little  town,  a  "  Halt  I "  in  loud  and 
peremptory  tones,  came  from  a  dim  figure  half-ohs cured 
by  the  fog.  It  came  again  still  sharper  and  louder  as  T 
continued  to  advance,  any  horse  having  a  good  deal  of 
way  oti  him.  Then  the  figure  stretched  out  an  arm, 
and,  snatching  the  bridle,  sent  the  animal  back  on  his 
haunches,  shouting  as  he  did  so.  ■'  Donner  wetter,  can't 
you  see  the  bridge  is  down  ?  "  Down  it  certainly  was, 
and  very  down,  loo,  should  I  have  been  in  the  fog.  Tr.e 
arch  nearest  Meaux,  one  of  considerable  span,  had  been 
utterly  shattered  by  gunpowder,  and  the  debris  lay  in 
the  water,  creating  quite  a  tempestuous  little  rapid.  As 
I  was  thanking  and  qxiestioning  tho  sentry,  a  gust  of 
wind  suddenly  swept  tlie  fog  away,  and  there  became 
visible,  two  hundred  yards  or  so  up  stream,  the  wreck  of 
a  noble  railway  bridge,  all  three  arches  of  which  had 
been  blown  up.  Gaunt  and  grim  stood  the  shattered 
arches  in  the  sombre  light  of  the  morning,  coiili-asting 
strangely  in  the  sullen  ruin  of  their  appearance  with  the 
busy  scene  in  the  intervening  space.  The  pioneers  of 
the  5lBt  were  just  finishing  a  bridge  which  ihey  had 
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hastily  improvised.  A  poDtoon  train  was  hoHrlv  ex- 
pected, but  meanwbile  tlie  pioneers  with  Ibeir  axes  had 
constructed  a  very  creditable  pile  bridge.  Now  they 
were  causewaying  tlie  approaches  to  the  limber  platform 
with  grassy  sods  sliced  from  the  bank.  It  was  good  to 
see  the  system  and  purpose  with  which  every  one  worked. 
An  officer  stood  by  formally  lo  superintend  operations, 
hut  he  seldom  needed  to  take  the  cigar  from  his  mouth 
10  utler  an  order.  The  division-of-labour  principle  was 
carried  out  to  its  fullest  extent,  and  tbe  result  was  speed, 
order,  and  efficiency.  As  a  special  favour,  this  gentle- 
man permitted  my  carriage  to  cross  before  the  bridge 
was  quite  finished,  and  in  advance  of  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery, the  horses  of  which  were  champing  their  hits  with 
impatience  at  the  halt  in  the  chill  morning  air. 

The  broken  bridges  on  the  Mame,  at  Trilport,  were  not 
Ihe  only  obstacles  which  tbe  French  engineers  bad 
attempted  to  interpose  between  the  Prussians  and  Meauj . 
On  the  previous  day  I  had  found  a  tunnel  at  Nanteuil 
blown  in,  and  so  blocked  up  that  llie  labour  of  recon- 
structing it  must  almost  equal  that  of  the  original  con- 
struction. Had  all  the  French  operations  on  this  line 
been  as  thorough  as  this,  the  Prussians  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  inconvenienced  if  their  advance  should  not 
have  been  materially  delayed.  But  the  engineers  must 
either  have  been  consucnmateiy  stupid  or  have  built 
largely  on  a  supposititious  stupidity  on  the  part  of  the 
Prussians.  When  tliey  destroyed  the  bridges  in  the 
direct  line,  they  invariably  left  standing  some  convenient 
substitute  capable  of  being  utilized  by  the  easy  expedient 
of  going  a  few  hundred  yards  either  right  or  left.  Thus 
a  mile  beyond  tlie  Trilport  ruin  a  bridge  on  the  canal 
had  also  been  destroyed.  But  a  wily  Uhlan  had  ridden 
down  the  towing-pallMiil  he  came  to  a  handy  if  rather 
w  wooden  slrucwre  about  half  a  mile  to  the  left, 
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and  then  come  back  on  to  the  chattssie,  and  chalked  on 
a  convenient  post  the  laconic  but  intelligible  ivord 
"Links."  "Links"  (left)  I  went  accordingly,  crossed 
the  canal,  and  reached  tlie  outskirts  of  Meaux,  where  I 
fonnd  another  bridge  down.  This  time  the  direction 
was  "  Bechts, "  and  obedience  to  it  soon  brought  me  into 
the  tonn.  where  I  found  nothing  hut  a  regiment  of 
hussars  and  a  few  eergeants  that  had  come  on  in  advance 
to  take  up  quarters  in  the  town  and  the  neighbouring 
villages  for  the  troops.  The  nights  are  getting  veiycold, 
and  rlieumatism  is  not  so  rare  as  it  was  a  month  ago  in 
the  Prussian  ranks,  therefore  it  is  wisely  made  an  object 
to  billet  the  troops  if  possible  under  cover  of  some  kind. 
The  3Pth  Regiment  was  the  only  one  on  account  of 
which  nobody  was  looking  out  for  qnarters.  This  corpa 
had  been  making  itself  a  Utile  too  free  and  easy  in  the 
requisition  line,  and  General  von  Tiimpling  had  pnniahed 
tlie  peccadillo  by  ordering  them  into  bivouac  for  three 
nights,  suspending  also  for  the  same  time  their  right  to 
require  anytliing.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  the 
whole  of  the  6th  Array  Corpa  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Meaux :  eomparativeiy  few  men,  however,  being 
"quartered  in  the  town  itself,  in  anlioipaliou  of  the 
accommodation  requisite  for  Eoyal  head-quarters,  which 
were  coming  from  Ch.'iteau  Thierry  nert  day.  General 
von  Tiimpling  had  his  head-quarters  at  Quincy  Segy,  a 
little  village  witli  a  beautiful  chiiteaii,  about  sis  kilo- 
metres to  the  south  of  Meaux,  but  divided  from  it  by  a 
more  serious  obstacle  than  the  trivial  distance,  in  the 
shape  of  a  destroyed  briiSge  on  a  branch  of  the  canal. 
A  Jiiger  regiment  formed  the  infantry  foreposts  in  a  line 
of  villages,  the  centre  of  which  was  Oaye,  about  live 
miles  to  the  front,  and  tlie  5lh  Army  Corps'  advance 
guard  lay  around  Coulom  miei-s.^onsiJerably  to  tlie  left 
real'.     What  was  to  the  north,  ettiept  vaguely  tliat  there 
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vere  both  Prussians  and  Saxons,  I  was  not  able  to  learn. 
The  8th  and  9ih  Begiments  of  hussars  were  on  patrol 

and  vedellfi  duty  out  to  ilie  front  of  the  Jagers, 
Yesterday  raommg,  while  riding  out  to  the  cavalry  fore- 
posts  in  company  with  one  of  the  hossar  officers,  we 
sniidcnly  came,  on  the  great  road  in  front  of  Claye,  on  a 
little  posse  of  French  lancers,  following  a  civilian  who 
carried  a  white  flag.  On  the  top  of  a,  little  Jtnoll  the 
lancers  halted,  and  then  retreated,  leaving  the  "  parle- 
ntentaire "  to  come  forward  alone.  When  he  came 
within  hail  we  learned  that  he  was  the  Second  Secretary 
of  the  British  Legation  in  Paris,  and  the  bearer  of  a 
communication  from  Lorfl  Lj'ons  to  Count  Bismarck. 
He  got  a  mount  from  one  of  the  hussars,  who  vacated 
his  saddle  for  the  purpose,  and  was  escorted  into  the 
camp  by  a  sergeant  and  a  couple  of  men. 
Great  interest  was  naturally  elicited  among  the  German 
troops  when  the  news  spread  of  the  advent  of  a  "  parle- 
mentaire."  A  report  had  been  ciurent  a  couple  of  days 
before  that  the  defence  of  Paris  was  abandoned,  and  al- 
tlwugh  that  had  been  conlradicted,  a.  widespread  belief 
existed  that  the  Pai-isJans  wero  not  prepared,  when  con- 
fronted with  the  actual  realities  of  a  siege,  to  let  the 
matter  go  to  extremities.  The  arrival  of  the  English 
secretary  was  accepled  as  in  support  of  tliis  view,  and 
'  everybody  was  anxious  for  the  King  and  Bismarck  to  come 
on  towards  the  front.  The  Boyal  bead-quarters  arrived 
early  in  the  afteiiioon,  but  no  information  oozed  out  as 
to  what  may  be  termed  the  general  pubhc  of  the  army 
I  respecting  the  nature  of  the  communication  brought  by 
the  bearer  of  the  flag  of  truce;  and  attention  was  somewhat 
distracted  from  the  subject  by  the  pushing  forward  to  the 
soutli-west  of  a  large  portion  of  the  6th  Army  Corps.  I 
learned,  however,  in  t)ie  course  of  the  evening,  from  a 
reliable  source,  that  Mr.  Malet  was  the  bearer  of  a  com- 
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munication  emftnating.  in  the  first  instance,  from  liOrd 
Granville,  having  for  its  object  a  proposal  relative  to 
mediation. 

Mr.  Malet  was  courteous  enough  to  give  a  few  details  re- 
garding the  incidents  of  his  journey  from  tlie  capital  to 
the  Prussian  foreposts.  He  spent  a  night  on  the  road, 
and  the  Gardes  Mobiles  where  he  halted  made  the  cheer- 
ful suggestion  that  he  should  sleep  "  under  the  beautiful 
stars!"  Mr.  Malet,  reserving  the  question  nhether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  sleep  "under  the  beautiful 
stars,"  if  they  were  visible,  pointed  out  the  fact  that  they 
were  not,  and  requested  other  sleeping  accommodation. 
than  that  afforded  by  the  earth  as  a  mattress  and  the  sky 
as  a  canopy.  This  be  ultimately  obtained,  liis  escort 
sleeping  in  the  adjoining  shed. 

Mr.  Malet  returned  towards  Paris  in  the  coui-se  of  this 
mombg,  leaving  iti  the  same  way  as  be  had  come, under 
an  escort  of  Prussian  hussars.  Tliose  who  knew  the 
nature  of  the  risk  he  ran, fell  considerable  apprehension 
for  his  safety.  In  the  course  of  the  morning,  the  French 
had  fired  upon  two  flags  of  truce,  and  it  was  just  a 
chance  if  Mr.  Malet  should  be  recognized.  However,  he 
got  among  tlie  defenders  of  Paris  without  detriment,  and 
I  trust  readied  the  Embassy  in  safety. 

From  Eheims,  the  same   Special  Correspondent  wrote, 

on  the  18ih; — 

I  quitted  Meaux  early  on  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  on  my 
return  journey,  and  took  Llie  road  of  the  broken  bridges,  to 
avoid  the  constant  stream  of  artillery  and  infantry  which 
was  pouring  down  the  hill  into  Meaux  on  the  road  vii 
Lisy.  I  found  the  former  road  very  quiet.  The  bridges 
over  Ihe  canals  had  already  been  repaired,  but  the  Mame 
was  still  crossed  by  the  pile  bridge,  although  there  was 
an   alternative   pontoon    lower  down   the   stream.     No 
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Kttempt  had  been  made  to  repair  the  great  bridge  otcf. 
the  Maine.  Some  little  distance  on  the  Menux  elde  of 
La  Ferte  I  encountered  llie  advance  of  the  2tid  Bavarian 
Corps,  and  when  I  got  into  the  suburbs  of  liie  town  I 
found  my  passage  on  the  direct  road  quite  blocked  by  a 
double  stream  of  gun-carriages.  A  good  map  and  an 
eye  for  topograpliy  are  of  great  advantage  in  such  cir- 
cumslancea.  I  happen  not  to  be  badly  off  for  either, 
and  I  struck  off  to  ihe  right  on  the  road  to  ^fontmirail 
till  1  came  to  across  road,  nhicli  brought  me  down  again 
into  the  valley  of  the  Seine  upon  Nogent.  right  into  the 
rear  of  the  Bavarians.  There  vrere  no  troops  on  this 
road,  but  it  bad  been  extensively  travei'sed  during  the 
few  preceding  days,  and  the  people  were  only  just 
beginning  to  return  to  iheir  homes.  In  a  forest  about 
three  miles  oui  of  La  Fert«,  the  retreating  French  had 
cut  down  a  number  of  trees  and  blocked  the  road  with 
them,  but  the  obstacle  had  been  shoved  on  one  side  by 
the  Prussians.  The  villagers  were  very  timid  and.  1 
may  add,  very  hungry,  all  along  this  road,  Imt  it  was 
wonderful  how  little  damage  the  Prussians  had  done 
during  their  transit.  The  poultry  still  strutted  about 
the  road  through  the  vilUge.  and  there  was  hardly  a 
broken  pane  of  glass  to  be  seen.  Furniture  and  valu- 
ables the  people  had  secieted  before  the  troops  had 
come  upon  them,  and  all  the  chief  injury  seemed  to 
have  been  sustained  by  the  straw  slacks,  upon  which  the 
men  bad  drawn  freely  to  make  beds  wherewithal  in  the 
empty  houses.  Over  Nogent  the  wave  had  passed  a 
little  earlier,  and  the  place  had  proportionately  recovered 
more.  I  had  no  dilhculty  in  getting  a  fair  dinner  there, 
nor  in  procuring  a  bottle  of  champagne — my  coachman 
got  corn  for  my  horse  by  paying  for  it,  and  meat,  both 

[  beef  and  mutton,  was  hanging  in  llie  open  butcher's 
shop.     All  the  way  to  Chiteau-Thierry  was  visible  the 
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eager  desire  of  the   peasantry  and    farmers 

temporarily  nrrcsted  agricullum!  labour.  Except  for 
the  occasional  traces  of  a  bivouac,  and  now  and  then  a 
broken-down  vine  stem,  there  was  no  evidence  that  a 
vast  array  had  ao  recently  traversed  this  i-oad.  The 
children  played  around  the  doore  beside  the  old  cronea 
at  their  knitting,  the  men  and  women  were  in  the  fields 
working  witli  a  clumsy  assiduity,  and  it  aeenied  to  me 
not  uncheerlully.  The  vine-pickers  were  in  tlio  vine- 
jards,  filling  their  creels  with  the  great  clusters  of  some- 
what over-ripe  grapes  ;  but  their  number  was,  no  doubt, 
smaller  than  it  would  have  been  if  peace  had  reigned  in 
the  land.  There  were  cattle  in  the  pastures  and  horses 
at  tlie  plough  and  between  the  shafts  of  the  carts.  I  do 
not  think  any  one  not  aivare  of  the  fact  could  have 
gathered,  from  outward  appearance,  that  anything  of 
exceptional  importance  had  recently  occmred  in  the 
beautiful  and  smiling  valley.  In  Chateau-Thierry  -were 
a  handful  of  Uavaiian  bullock- drivers  and  a  few  footsore 
infantry  men.  The  people  of  this  beautiful  town  never 
forsook  it  in  numbers  ao  great  as  had  the  inhabi- 
tants of  some  other  places  ;  nor  had  tljey  any  reason  to 
repent  of  their  courage.  Kow  it  seemed  as  if  they  had 
fallen  again  into  the  somnolent  routine  of  a  provincial 
town.  The  burghers  gossiped  on  the  pavement,  the 
young  Indies  promenaded  in  the  avenues  of  noble  trees, 
the  lads  squatted  on  the  brink  of  tiio  Marne,  angling 
with  a  lazy  pertinacity.  The  Hotel  TEl^phant  was 
empty :  quantum  mutatiia  from  that  Elephant  which  I  had 
seen  a  few  days  before,  when  Von  Tumpling'a  Staff  wra'S 
bnzzing  about  the  bottles  in  the  talle  a  manger,  and  the 
cook  was  in  a  wliite  heat  at  the  multiplicity  of  orders. 
The  landlord,  a  gentleman  himself  of  the  elephantine 
pattern,  conjided  to  me,  with  a  sage  wag  of  the  head, 
that  he  would  be    heartily  glad    to  see   the   Prussians 
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come  back  to  atop  as  long  as  ihey  could  make  it  con- 
Tenient,  for  they  were  the  best  customers  he  had  ever 
had,  never  grumbled,  and  invambly  rejected  red  wine 
for  champagne,  lor  which  tliey  paid  promptly  the  price 
(leniAnded.     Of  course,  he  spoke  of  officers. 

I  reniBined  over  uiglit  at  Donnans,  a  large  village  about  tea 
miles  fartlier  on.  Here  I  fnund  a  congiderahle  number 
of  PruHsians,  but  no  regular  force— only  sick  and  con- 
valescents, and  stragglers,  chiefly  belonging  to  the  63rd 
Regiir.enC.  Neilher  here  did  1  fmd  any  misery.  At  tiie 
same  hotel  where  I  had  found  quarters  on  the  advance, 
1  got  everything  I  eouiU  reasonably  want,  and  the  liiscon- 
solateness  of  Madame  only  proceeded  from  the  circum- 
stance that  she  hail  a  son  in  MacMabuu's  Chasseurs  de 
Fi-auce,  of  whose  fate  at  Seilan  she  knew  nothing.  The 
shops  were  all  open,  and  the  show  in  the  windows  was  by 
no  means  despicable.  Neither  could  the  requisition  for 
horses  and  vehicles  have  been  exhaustive,  for  I  hud  not 
the  slightest  difiBculty  in  procuring  a  relay  carriage  and 
horse  forward  to  Rheims.  Perhaps,  however,  the  fact 
that  the  landlord  of  the  Hottl  de  France  had  some  pre- 
vious acquaintance  with  the  habit  Britons  have  of  paying 
their  way,  may  have  had  some  effect  in  contributing  to  this 
promptitude,  for  be  produced  his  horse  out  of  a  recondite 
locality  which  it  would  have  pu^ed  a  detective  to  disco- 
ver, and  in  which  he  had  two  more  animals  lying  perdu. 

This  morning,  in  and  about  Yille  en  Tardenoise,  which  is 
about  half  waytjjh  e  i-oms,  I  met  and  passed  the  whole 
of  the  1 1  ih  Army  Corps  on  its  march  to  the  front.  The 
men  looked  fresh  and  well,  and  the  horses  in  capita  con- 
dition ;  hut  the  ri,nlcB  were  considerably  thinner  than 
before  that  terrible  struggle  on  the  plateau  above 
Floing.  I  was  informed  that  the  1  iLh  expected  to  go  to 
iJte  northward  of  Paris.  Bheinis  was  occupied  by  a  divi- 
sion of  Bavai'ians  and  anothar  of  Saxons.     Although  this 


WAR   COMESPOyOEXCE. 


town  was  in  a  stat«  of  reroailiable  femient 

sion  of  the  first  entry  of  ibe  Prussians,  it  got  used  lo  tlie 
situation  in  a  very  sliort  time,  and  now  it  looked  as  if  the 
Prussian  occupation  was  a  tiling  from  time  immemo- 
rial. It  was  Sunday,  and  ei(i?.ens  and  Bavarians  were 
streaming  out  of  the  noble  old  catliedral  and  ihe  various 
churches  of  the  city  in  all  the  apparent  friendliness  of 
fellow -worshippers.  Among  the  poorer  classes  in  Itheims 
there  has  been  considei-able  hardship,  owing  to  the  dear- 
ness  of  provisions  and  the  obligation  incumbent  on  them 
of  providing  food  for  the  soldiers  billeted  on  them,  'J'he 
Prussian  autliorities  have,  however,  averted  further  dis- 
tress from  this  source,  by  establishing  a  commissariat  for 
troops  billeted  on  all  those  unable  to  support  them.  The 
old  Champagne  city  is  very  wealthy,  and  tlie  rich  in  its 
community  might  not  unnaturally  be  expected  to  do 
someihing  for  their  less  well-to-do  townsmen.  But  there 
seems  to  be  no  great  development  of  enthusiasm  in  this 


From  Libi'amont,  (he  same  Correspondent  wrote,  on  tlie 
20th' of  September:— 

The  people  are  gradually  coming  back  to  Flize,  Dom  de 
Mesnil,  and  Femois,  the  three  villages  between  Boulzi- 
court  and  Sedan.  In  Flize  there  must  be  plenty  of  wine 
as  welt  as  plenty  to  drink  it,  for  the  aiilnrffe  was  crammed 
with  the  blue  blouses.  The  females  of  the  families  had 
fallen  into  the  old  familiar  way  of  sitting  knitting  in  the 
sunshine  outside  their  doors.  But  many  houses  were  still 
closed  up.  and  here  and  there  was  the  blackened  skeleton 
of  a  roofless  house,  a  grim  memorial  of  the  hot  shell-fire. 
Over  against  Doncheiy  the  peasants  were  fishing  the  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  Meusc,  and  burying  them  in  great  holes. 
It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  emotions  which  almost 
every  step  of  this  road  culled  up  inmy  mind^assooiatedas 
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it  mis  with  events  fixed  ro  indelibly  in  my  roemorj-.  Hera  was 
the  little  house  at  nliich  1  had  seen  Napoleon  alight  from 
his  eai-riage  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  September.  A  child 
was  playing  on  the  spot  where  the  Emperor  and  Bismarck 
Bat  in  that  earnest  colloquy  oftheire  whidi  I  watched  so  in- 
tently. A  woman  was  spread  ing  clothes  on  the  path  in  the 
potmo  plot,  up  and  down  which  I  had  seen  the  ruined  man 
moodily  pacing  as  he  tugged  his  dishevell  moustache, 
after  Bismarck  had  drawn  tLe  white  cap  with  the  yellow 
band  down  over  his  eyes,  and  posted  off  to  take  counsel 
vrith  his  master.  A  short  kilometre  farther  on.  and  I 
was  in  ihe  village  of  Feraois,  whpre  I  had  left  for  a  day 
a  collection  of  cavalry  swords  colIeclRd  from  the  battle, 
to  relum  and  find  the  place  wrecked,  and  tlie  weapons 
gone.  To  the  left  was  the  mined  railway  bridge  over 
the  Meuse.  In  my  inimedinie  front  was  the  Ohateau 
Bellevue.  in  the  garden  of  which  I  had  seen  the  per- 
turbed meeting  of  the  monarchs — Napoleon  bowing  low 
to  bide  the  working  of  his  face  ;  Wilhelm  studying  not 
to  hide  his  emotion.  Away  across  the  low  alluvial  plain 
and  the  sweep  of  the  r'wsr.th&i  ^osf^y  sMacht-Jeld  sloped 
upward  from  the  lowbluffs.now  brown  and  bare,  hut,  when 
1  saw  it  once  before,  a  fearful  space  in  which  surged  to  and 
fro,  in  the  gaps  of  the  while  smoke,  the  heaving  masses 
of  maddened  combatants — when  I  saw  it  yet  again  a 
ghastly  expanse  of  death,  here  checquered  with  dead 
grey  horses,  and  there  with  gay-clad  dead  riders,  there 
flecked  with  the  more  somhre  uniforms  of  the  Prussian 
corpses  lying  thick  where  the  mitralleuse  hail  had  beaten 
them  to  the  earth.  Below  it  was  the  island  with  the 
chateau  in  its  centre  on  to  which  I  bad  seen  the  ceaseless 
stream  of  French  prisoners  pouring  on  the  Brd— the 
once  gay  gardens  of  the  ch&leau  now  bare,  and  the  trees 
stripped  of  their  foliage.  There  was  the  lillle  nook 
where  a  genial  group  of  Zouaves  hod  insisted  on  my  join- 
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ing  in  their  supper  of  potatoes  and  horseflesb,  and  there 
was  the  secluded  path  where  the  villanoua  Turco  tried 
to  steal  my  telescope.  And  farther  to  my  right  there 
lay  Sedan,  within  whose  walls  I  hud  penetrated  before 
the  ratification  of  the  capitulation,  to  witness  a  sight  of 
miseiy,  chaos,  disorganization,  and  general  devilry,  which 
assuredly  was  unique  in  the  century — an  eddying  sea  of 
humanity,  trampling  recklessly  over  the  dead  and  the 
wounded,  the  men  now  yelling  for  the  blood  of  their 
oEBcers,  now  struggling  in  fierce  contention  for  a  morsel 
of  bread.  And  still  farther  to  ihe  right  I  could  see 
through  my  glass  the  blackened  ruins  of  Bazeilles,  in 
the  streets  of  which  I  liad  seen  heaps  of  Bavarian  and 
French  dead  piled  high  in  inextrical>le  ravelment,  and 
where  I  had  seen  the  charred  corpses  of  the  women  mid  . 
the  lender  little  ones — a  sight  I  dream  of  to  this  day.  ' 
and  wake  in  a  cold  sweat  of  horror. 

Sedan  has  been  put  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  the  circumstance 
has  been  attributed,  in  my  heai'ing,  to  an  apprehension 
on  tiie  part  of  the  military  authorities  of  a  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  the  civilian  population  to  rise,  and  the  reason 
for  the  stop  is  creditable  to  the  Prussian  administration. 
It  was  taken  with  a  view  to  putting  a  stop  to  thieving  and 
burglary,  for  which,  where  there  are  still  so  many  unte- 
nanted bouses,  and  while  a  considerable  amount  of  float- 
ing rascaldom  {chiefly  Belgian)  is  haunting  the  place. 
there  were  great  facilities.  Under  the  badge  of  the  i-ed 
cross,  scoundrels  circulate  freely  who  ai'e  capable  of  any 
thing,  from  robbing  a  widow  to  butchering  a  wounded 
man  for  the  sake  of  the  three  grosehen  in  his  pocket  It 
was  a  mistake  of  the  Prussians  to  have  taken  away,  with 
the  advance  of  the  army,  the  whole  of  that  most  useful, 
promptly-resolute,  and  thoroughly  reliable  body  of  men — 
the  field  gendarmerie.  I  saw  fellows  prowling  about 
Sedan,  wearing    the    red    cross,  whom  I  would  cheer- 
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folly  bang  up  to  the  nearest  tree  wilhout  any  ftirtber 
evidence  than  their  hang-dog  faces  and  sneaking  mail' 
Ber.  For  the  credit  of  the  badge,  something  should  be 
doDB  to  pnrge  it  of  these  ruffians,  and  also  to  prevent  its 
adoptiaa  hy  every  dilettante  sightseer,  whose  sole  object 
in  visiting  Sedan  is  to  see  the  scene  of  tlie  battle  and  prig 
K  dead  man's  knapsack  or  helmet  (all  the  more  precious 
relic  if  it  has  blood  upon  it),  to  delight  vtherewitbRl  the 
gaping  domestic  circle  in  somo  London  surburb.  I  wit- 
nessed anotiier  phase  of  what  I  maycall  the  red -cross  mania 
oa  the  road  between  Bouillon  and  Libramont.  About 
four-and- twenty  Belgians,  in  a  kind  of  uniform,  and  carry- 
ing knapsacks,  were  plodding  steadily  along  the  road; 
one  of  the  number  bore  aloft  a  banner,  while  in  the  van 
strutted  a  drummer,  beating  a  rub-a-dub.  For  the  life  of 
me  I  could  not  extract  from  any  member  of  the  par^ 
their  object  in  going  to  Libramont.  They  had  marched 
with  equal  purposelessness  to  Bouillon  the  day  before, 
and  for  aught  I  know  raay  continue  the  same  ridiculous 
see-saw  till  their  boots  are  worn  out,  or  their  feet  are 
eore.  Under  the  red  cross  there  is  many  a  right-feelmg 
heart  and  tender  hand;  there  are  men  whom  to  think 
of  is  to  think  of  devotion  to  the  death ;  of  a  self-abne- 
gation which  is  nobler  than  the  most  splendid  valour  on 
the  battle-field ;  but  there  skulks  under  it,  too,  many  a 
rascal  for  whom  a  pistol-bullet  is  a  robbery  of  the  hang- 
man, and  it  were  well  if  the  thrice-rotten  chaff  could  he 
winnowed  out  from  among  the  sterling  wheat. 

When  I  was  last  at  Bouillon  I  slept  in  a  hayloft,  because 
every  shred  of  accommodation  was  monopolized  by 
wounded,  by  French  and  Prussian  officers  who  hod  strag- 
gled over  the  frontier,  by  "  flightinga,"  and  by  the  valor- 
ous but  uncommonly  shuddy -looking  Belgian  troops. 
That  was  the  day  but  one  after  the  battle  of  Sedan.  On 
tliis  occasion  1  had  to  sleep  in  a  waggon,  because  of  the 
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horde  of  i-ed-crosa  men  and  sightseers.  This  morning  I 
came  on  to  Libraniont»ummniIi%Bn(ia,  on  the  top  of  the 
most  primeval  concern  on  wheels  I  have  ever  seen.  Here 
I  met  Mr.  Farley,  who  had  just  returned  from  a  roving 
journey  among  the  hospitals  as  far  as  Saavhruck,  and 
whose  report  was  not  dispiriting.  I  also  met  Major  Camp 
bell  and  another  geDtleman,  who  had  been  attempting  to 
ascertain  the  Inst  resting-place  of  poor  Colonel  Pember- 
ton.  Their  efforts  had  not  been  crowned  with  success. 
All  thot  his  sorrowing  relatives  and  friends  can  know  is, 
that  he  lies  on  the  hattle-field  with  men  as  brave  as  himself 
around  him  on  every  side.  They  ascertained  that  lie  had 
heen  buried  alone,  but  the  precise  spot  they  could  not 
discover. 

Before  concluding  a  letter  which  I  fear  you  will  conside- 
of  undue  length,  I  would  guard  myself  against  a  misr 
conception  which  what  I  have  written  might  otherwise 
engender.  I  have  ■losaribed  the  condition  of  the 
population  of  Champagne  as  I  saw  it.  The  red  seal 
of  war  has  not  imprinted  itself  very  deeply  on  the 
people  of  that  territor}'.  But  it  ia  different  with  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine.  Of  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  people  of  the  latter  province, 
I  can  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  ;  as  regards  Alsace,  I 
make  t!ie  statement  from  the  testimony  of  Prussian 
officers  and  clergymen,  who  have  often  lamented  in  my 
presence  what  they  could  not  alleviate.  Over  them  the 
wave  has  not  passed  and  left  them,  hurt  indeed,  but  not 
ruined;  it  has  rested  and  is  resting  upon  them,  and 
their  condition  must  by  this  time  be  temble.  God 
Iinows  it  was  bad  enough  before  all  the  dead  at  Grave 
lotte  were  buried. 


The   armies  of  Gei-many    were  now    drawing   near  to 
the  capital    of  France.     On  the   18th   of  September  the 
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id-qnart«rs  of  the  Grc 
Chaumes,  from  which  u 
with  the  Prince  wrote : — 


PiiDce   of  Prussia   were   at 
.   the    Special  Correspondent 


Our  march  hither  has   been  an  important  move  towards 

\       Paris.     The  Crown  Prince  has  now  his   head-quarters 

'       witliin  twenty -five  miles  of  the  outworlts  of  the  capital, 

and  is   advancing    to    the    sontliward   of   the    French 

position,  OS  tliough  to  turn  their  right  and  shut  them  in 

after  the  manner  of  Metz  and  Sedan.     We  do  not  Isnow 

whether  any  force  will  be  found  to  dispute  this  southward 

I       march,  and  it  is  not  safe  to  hazard  a  conjecture  as  to  llie 

I       future  operations  of  an  opponent  so  embarrassed  as  is 

tlie   French   Government.     All   that   can  be   said  with 

certainty  is,  that  we  are  now  so  near  as  to  make  tho 

passage  of  tho  Seine  the  next   stage  of  our  journey. 

The  King's  head- quarters  are  at  Meaux,  and  the  country 

towards  Chantilly  is  said  to  be  scoured  by  the  German 

I      cavalry.     There  was  no  sign  of  ruin  or  devastation  along 

I       the  road  from  Coulommiers  to  Chaumes.     Villages  were 

to  be  seen  in  which  the  people  gathered  eagerly  to  watch 

the  column  on   its  way  -.    other  villages  in  which  they 

took  no  notice,  as  if  weary  of  seeing  soldiers  pass.    But 

tho  houses  were  not  injured,  and  men  were  working  in 

the  fields  at  some  places.     We  had  lovely  weather.    The 

bright  uniforms  of  the  Staff  looked  most  picturesque 

under  the  tlickering  shade  of  the  trees  by  the  roadside, 

I       and  tlie  fleeciest  of  white  clouds  were  flying  overhead. 

I      At  one  point,  where  there  was  a  halt  for  a  quarter  of  on 

F     hour  or  so,  we  found  a  fine  country  house  left  in  charge 

of  tlie  owner's  servants,  and  the  gardener  brought  Out  a 

basket  of  fruit  for   the    Prince   and  his   officers.     Wo 

might  have   been   in    a  friendly  province  on  a  tour  of 

inspection  for  aught  that  appeared,  save  only  the  gloomy 

dfjected  looks  of  most  of  the  inhabitants. 
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After  finding  so  man;  pkces  along  our  line  of  march 
almost  destitute  of  food,  it  is  an  agreeable  change  to 
come  upon  a  small  town  where  bread  is  stiil  exposed  for 
Bale  at  the  baker's,  and  meat  at  the  butcher's  shop. 
There  was  a  pretty  good  supply  of  provisions  at  Mont- 
mirail,  but  the  supply  in  Coulotnmiers  seemed  more  to 
approach  the  ordinary  state  of  trade.  Bread  and  meat 
for  sale!  You  must  see  a  village  which  has  been  eaten 
lip.  by  the  mere  passage  of  thousands  of  soldiers  through 
it,  before  you  can  realize  the  comfort  of  having  the  baker 
and  butcher  to  the  fore.  When  a  large  body  of  men 
has  overweighted  the  resomrces  of  a  particular  spot,  you 
will  soon  see  those  shops  guarded  by  sentries,  and  denied 
to  common  use,  or  utterly  cleared  out  and  deserted,  as 
the  case  may  be. 
Corbeil  was  reached  on  the  following  day,  September 

19th:— 

We  have  come  to  the  Seine,  and  passed  it  by  a  bridge  of 
boats.  There  was  a  fine  stone  bridge  across  tho  river  at 
Corbeil,  but  the  French  authorities,  with  mistaken 
energj',  blew  it  up  in  order  to  delay  their  invaders  for  an 
hour,  and  the  pontoon  train  had  to  be  called  in  to  make 
the  passage  good.  Over  quivering  planks,  with  a  side 
rope  on  either  hand,  we  entered  this  sad-looking  town. 
The  shops  are  shut,  tlie  people  are  utterly  astounded  by 
what  has  happened,  and  many  a  chip  and  fragment  haa 
been  knocked  off  tho  surrounding  honsea  by  the  force  of 
the  explosion.  There  lies  the  mined  bridge,  half  covered 
by  the  river.  One  portion  still  remains  intact,  that  to  the 
eastern  side  ;  and  a  group  of  soldiers  is  collected  on  the 
edge  of  the  broken  roadway,  staring  down  into  the  stream. 

No  resistance  was  offered  when  the  Germans  approached  : 
there  were  aomo  Francs-tireurs  in  Corbeil  who  saw  to 
the  blowing  up  of  the  bridge,  and  then  retreated  towards 
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^uis.  But  no  regular  garrison  was  in  the  tows,  and  the 
passage  of  the  Seine  was  not  disputed.  It  appears  that 
corn  barges  were  still  floating  down  to  the  capital  when 
the  Prussian  Lancers  came  in  sight,  and  the  mine  was 
sprung.  Paris  was  being  supplied  witli  food  up  to  the 
latest  possible  moment,  the  Republicans  were  preparing 
for  tJteir  intended  defence,  and  every  day  was  of  impor- 
tance. Yet  the  fine  stone  bridge  across  tlie  Seme  was  a 
heavy  price  to  pay  for  an  hour's  delay.  So  it  may  be  said 
of  the  cutting  down  of  a  good  number  of  trees  on  our 
line  of  march  from  Chaumes  to  Corheil.  There  has  been 
nothing  of  this  sort  in  Eastern  France  ;  there  was  only 
one  small  trace  of  such  work  betweenMontmirail  and  Cou- 
lommiers,  and  none  between  Coulommiers  and  Chaumes. 
But  on  our  march  hither  we  saw  dozens  of  fine  trees  which 
had  been  chopped  down  to  cbstruct  the  thoroughfare. 
In  a  country  like  France,  where  trees  on  the  roadsides 
are  as  much  a  matter  of  course  as  hedges  in  England,  it 
is  easy  to  do  any  amount  of  tiee-felling  across  the  road. 
The  question  is,  will  such  tree-felling  be  of  practical  use? 
In  case  of  fighting  then  and  there,  it  undoubtedly  might 
be;  hut  when  the  obstructions  are  left  to  take  care  oF 
themselves — that  is  to  say,  to  be  promptly  pushed  aside — 
they  are  not  worth  the  waste  of  timber.  I  was  reckoning 
to-day  that  it  must  have  taken  the  Frenchmen  longer  to 
block  the  road  than  it  took  the  Germans  to  clear  it- 
The  Frenchmen  Iiad  the  heavier  task  of  the  two.  As  we 
rode  by  we  could  see  the  trees  which  they  had  half  cut 
and  abandoned,  the  trees  which  they  had  just  begun  to 
cut.  and  others  which  had  fallen  outwards  on  to  the  field 
instead  of  inwards  on  to  the  road  in  the  hurry  of  the  final 
effort.  At  one  place  there  had  been  a  great  breaking  up 
of  the  roadway  itself,  and  a  gang  of  peasants  in  blouses  was 
busy  with  the  needful  repair.  How  those  luckless  peasants 
must  have  cursed  the  mistaken  energy  of  their  rulers  ! 
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Though  yesterday's  march  to  Corbeil  showed  these  signs 
of  obstnictioD,  in  waj  of  felling  limber,  it  showed  no 
sign  of  any  armed  resistajice.  The  caps  and  knapsaclut, 
the  dead  horses  and  wounded  prisoners  of  a  successful 
skirmish  were  not  visible,  and  the  aspect  of  the  ground 
told  its  own  tale  of  a  complete  abandonment  of  the 
obstructions  as  soon  as  they  were  effected.  The  villar 
were  chalked  over  their  doors,  which  looked  like  plenty 
of  quartering  of  troops,  and  some  of  them  were  full  c  ' 
soldiers.  But  there  was  no  panic,  no  desolation.  Wa 
passed  men  at  work  on  their  fields,  and  men  gathered 
beside  the  road  to  see  the  Prince  and  his  Staff,  Here 
were  a  score  of  children  peeping  curiously  through  the 
garden  railings  at  all  the  fine  horses  that  clattered  past. 
There,  further  along,  were  other  children,  half  a  dozen  o 
more,  tumbling  among  the  wheat-sheaves  which  the 
soldiers  had  flung  down  from  the  newly-made  rick  to 
improve  their  bivouac  the  night  before.  What  an  up- 
setting, and  what  a  waste  of  work  there  is  in  war-time ! 
Yet  what  an  escape  the  farmer  must  have  thought  it  to 
lose  only  a  few  sheaves,  if  he  had  the  notions  of  fire  and 
sword  which  I  find  common  among  the  people  in  regard 
to  foreign  invaders ! 

The  river  flows  so  quietly  on,  that  it  is  difficult  to  imagina 
the  scenes  of  fierce  excitement  into  which  it  presently 
glides.  That  broken  bridge,  the  pontoons  moored  across 
the  stream,  and  the  columns  of  ammunition  waggons 
rumbling  through  the  town,  give  on  idea  that  war  k 
hand.  But  the  river  goes  quietly  on,  with  a  hroad,  smooth 
surface.  The  shadows  lengthen,  and  the  murmur  from 
the  shore  echoes  from  side  to  side.  We  are  some  of  us 
to  the  eastward,  some  of  us  to  the  westward  of  the 
Seine.  The  Crown  Prince  is  quartered  in  a  handsome 
chateau  in  St.  Germain,  the  eastern  suburb,  and  most  of 
the  officers  on  his  Staff  are  in  the  town  of  Corbeil,  to  the 
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weattrard   of   the  river.    The   army  has  made  gooJ  its 

;e  of  the  Seine,  and  is  ready  to  operate  to  tbe 
southward  of  Paris, 
[  Whilst  we  were  trotting  forward  yesterday  morning  from 
Chaumes  an  accident  occurred  which  might  have  hnd 
very  serious  consequencea.  The  young  Prince  of  Meck- 
lenburg, nephew  lo  our  Duke  of  Cambridge,  one  of  t!ie 
most  dashiug  and  active  of  the  Staff,  fell  with  his  horse 
and  was  mucii  bruised  and  shaken.  He  stood  a  good 
chance  of  being  ridden  over,  as  the  column  came 
thundering  on.  But  it  turned  out  to  be  no  worse  than 
a  heavy  fall  without  broken  bones,  and  the  Prince,  who 
had  been  placed  in  a  carriage,  refused  to  own  that  he 
was  much  hurt.  Just  for  the  time,  whilst  bis  Highness 
was  down  among  the  horse's  feet,  it  seemed  that  he  must 
be  smashed  to  pieces :  but  there  is  a  wonderful  cliance 
about  falling.  I  have  known  a  man  break  his  neck  with 
much  greater  case. 

By  the  aOth  of  Septembei-  the  Third  Army  had  finished 
its  long  march.  The  head-quarters  of  the  Crown  Prince,  its 
commander,  were  at  Versailles,  The  Special  Correspou- 
jent  who  had  accompanied  it  from  Worth  to  Sedan,  and 

Sedan  to  Paris,  wrote  at  that  dale  ; — 
The  fortune  of  war  has  brought  the  Prussians  to  the 
Hampton  Court  of  the  French  capital — has  placed  them 
at  the  very  gates  of  Paris,  I  need  say  no  further  word 
to  make  the  situation  more  striking.  Here  are  tiie  dark 
blue  uniforms  and  the  spiked  helmets  in  the  stately 
avenues  of  Versailles,  Tho  barracks  of  the  Imperial 
Guard  give  ample  quarters  to  King  William's  soldiery, 
and  there  have  been  found  immense  stores  of  hay  and 
oats,  which  will  make  the  Prussian  horses  fat,  if  only  rest 
enough  be  given  them  for  feeding. 
Whilst  we  were  advancing  yesterday  from  Corheil  to  Pa- 


laiseau  (here  was  a  constant  rumbliDg  of  artillery  fire  Ul 
oar  right  front,  and  about  mid-daj  the  sharp  rattle  of 
musketry  could  be  clearly  distinguished.  We  knew  that 
a  light  of  some  sort  must  be  going  forward.  But  it  was 
not  until  the  shadows  were  lengthening,  and  until  the 
sounds  of  liring  had  almost  died  away,  that  the  details 
of  what  had  been  done  were  brought  to  bead-quarters. 
A  sortie  made  by  the  French  upon  Ibe  line  of  march  of 
the  5lh  Prussian  Corps  d'Armee  had  been  at  first  so  &r 
successful  that  the  Prussians  were  holly  engaged  and 
impeded  in  their  march.  Theti  the  '2nd  Bavarian  Corps, 
al^  of  the  Crown  Prince's  army,  had  come  up  and 
inclined  the  balance  of  advantage  to  the  German  ude. 
The  French  had  been  driven  back  into  Paris,  nine  guns 
bad  been  taken,  and  a  most  important  outwork  on  the 
hill  behind  Chatillon  had  been  occupied  by  the  Bavarians. 
The  result  of  the  day's  fighting  was  to  leave  completely 
open  the  whole  country  to  the  soutliward  of  the  capital, 
insomuch  that  the  German  cavalry  had  advanced  to  St. 
Cloud,  that  Versailles  had  surrendered,  and  that  the 
hostile  occupation  had  estended  from  the  Seine  on  one 
6ide  of  Paris  to  the  Seine  on  tlie  other  side,  in  an  un- 
broken chain. 

Such  was  the  result  of  the  memorable  lOtU  of  September, 
A  day  which  must  have  brought  home  the  war  to  the 
l*arisians  as  no  other  day  of  this  campaign  has  yet  done, 
They  hod  heavy  firing  in  iheir  immediate  front— a  battle, 
as  it  were,  on  Sydenham  Hill,  with  the  enemy  extending 
bis  left  flank  towai'dsClapham  Junction.  This  is  putting 
the  ca^e  in  Kngtish  guise,  to  make  it  doubly  clear.  The 
danger  to  Paris  is  so  pressing  that  tlie  places  which  I 
have  mentioned  do  not  inaptly  suggest  the  state  of  things. 
Yesterday's  battle  was  fought  on  a  hill  nearer  to  Paris 
than  is  Sydenham  Hill  to  the  centre  of  London.  When 
the  redoubt  behind  Chatillon  was  occupied  there  was  a 
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full  view  of  Paris,  the  city  being  spread  out  like  a  map 
at  l)ie  feet  of  tlie  victorious  Bavarians.  There  it  lay,  die 
great,  beautiful  city,  spread,  in  a  mass  of  nhite  houses, 
for  miles  to  the  northward.  We  coald  realize  this  better 
when  the  PrincR  i-oi!e  out  to-day  to  view  the  position. 
But  it  was  known  yesterday  evening  that  the  5th  Corps 
and  the  Bavai-ians  had  gone  very  near  to  Paris.  At  our 
quarters,  in  the  almost  deserted  village  of  Palaiseau,  we 
beard  orderlies  and  aides-de-camp  galloping  to  the  Prince 
with  news.  There  wna  news  from  Chatillon  and  news 
fi-om  Versailles.  All  had  gone  well — the  army  had  taken 
up  its  position  firmly  to  the  south  of  Paris,  and  the 
desperate  elTort  of  tlie  French  to  check  the  forward 
movement  had  bean  repulsed. 

Early  this  morning  the  whole  Staff  was  on  its  way  to  tlio 
hill  from  which  Paris  could  be  seen.  Whilst  the  baggage 
and  the  travelling  carriages  of  head-quarters  marched 
straight  to  Versailles,  the  Prince,  with  his  Staff,  rode  over 
the  field  of  battle  of  the  1 9th.  and  visited  the  hill  behind 
Chntillon.  This  was  another  of  the  lovely  days  which 
we  have  lately  enjoyed.  All  the  counti^-  was  bathed  in 
sunshine,  and  there  was  more  than  enough  of  dust  along 
the  road.  We  passed  through  pleasant  valleys,  witli 
chateaux  and  gardens  thickly  scattered  about  them,  and 
came  to  ambulance  waggons  fall  of  wounded  men.  The 
houses  were  occupied  aa^  hospitals,  and  many  a  poor 
fellow  with  bandaged  head,  or  with  his  arm  in  a  sling, 
came  to  the  garden  gates  to  salute  the  Prince.  More 
than  once  His  Highness  stopped  to  speak  to  the  wounded, 
and  they  seemed  much  pleased  by  the  notice  that  was 
taken  of  them.  They  had  done  their  duty  well,  and 
deserved  a  share  of  praise. 

From  the  four  cross-roads  at  Le  Petit  Bicetre  to  the  slope 
eastward  of  Chatenay  there  were  grizzly  traces  of  yester- 
day's fight.    Dead  men  lay  here  and  there  in  the  fields. 
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^m             lo  be  »em  in  M  JancOmu.  The  Tfflh^  of  ChateMy 
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from  whence  Pans  eooU  be  wea.    Here  ns  *  Tiew  of 

^H              towers   of  Nctre    Dame  were  dearlv    risible,  and  Ao 
^^M              distftDce  was  such  that  a  loDg-range  gun  woold  eanj  into 
^^M              Paris.    The  BaTanaiis  were  busv  completing  the  defences 
^^M              of  the  outwork,  to  lum  ibem  against  the  city  at  a  fitting 
^^M              time.     Even  whilst  we  were  looking,  there  came  a  shot 
^^M              from  one  of  the  French  forts  with  a  roar  and  a  hissing 
^1             over  our  beads.     It  was  a  wonder  that  they  did  not  shoot 
^^M             oftener.      Tbey  would  have  done  so,  doubtless,  if  the 
^H             escort  had  come  in  sight,  or  if  the  Staff  had  advanced  on       _ 
^H            horseback  to  the  brow  of  the  hiU.                                          fl 
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Is  the  third  week  of  September  ihe  German  armies  were 
prosecuting  three  sieges,  any  one  of  which  would,  in  orilinarj- 
times,  be  regariled  as  a  great  operation  of  war.  Strasburg, 
the  centre  of  the  defence  of  the  French  frontier  of  the 
Rhine,  and  one  of  the  strongest  fortified  cities  in  Europe, 
was  besieged  by  a  corps  of  about  00,000  men,  composed 
of  one  division  of  Badjsh,  one  of  Prussian,  and  one  of  Prus- 
sian Guard  Londnehr  troops,  wiih  pioneers  and  garrison 
artillery  from  the  South  German  Statee.  Melz,  the  centre 
of  the  defence  of  France  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine, 
llie  strongest  fortress  in  all  France,  surrounded  by  forts 
forming  an  entrenched  camp,  and  held  not  only  by  its  own 
garrison,  but  by  ihe  army  under  Marshal  Ba/aine,  was 
invested  by  seven  Prussian  Army  Corps  and  three  divi- 
sions of  cavalry — a  force  whose  strength  probably  was 
never  less  than  180,000.  or  more  than  210.000.  Above 
all,  Paris,  defended  by  more  than  half  a  million  of  armed 
and  disciplined  men.  was  shut  in  by  the  Third  German 
Army,  under  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia,  and  the  Fourth, 
now  called  tlie  Army  of  the  Meuse.  under  the  Crown 
Ptince  of  Saxony,  numbering,  it  is  believed,  more  than 
900,000  men.  Besides  these,  Toul  was  attacked  by  a 
Prussian  division  under  the  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklenburg- 
Scbwerin.  The  war  had  become,  for  a  time,  one  of  sieges. 
Just  before  the  investment  of  Paris,  on  attempt  hod  been 
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made  by  the  Govemmeiit  of  National  Defence  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Germtuis  would  treat  far  peace  on  the  basis  of 
an  indemnity  for  the  expenses  and  losses  of  the  war,  to  be 
paid  by  France.  For  that  purpose  M.  Jules  Fa\Te  proceeded 
to  the  King  of  Prussia's  hea^d- quarters,  and  was  conferring 
with  Count  Bismarck  while  tlie  Bavarians  and  General 
Vinoy's  Corps  were  disputing  for  the  heights  of  ChatiJlon, 
above  Paris,  onthesoutli,  positions  the  importance  of  which 
the  French  do  not  appear  to  have  perceived  until  they  had 
lost  th^m.  Count  Bismarck  had  informed  M.  Jules  Favre, 
byletter.tliot  he  should  be  "exceedingly  happy  to  see  him," 
and  sent  Prince  Biroii  to  conduct  him  tbrougli  the  Prus- 
sian lines.  The  interview  that  ensued  had  no  result,  except 
to  embitter  the  feeling  between  the  two  belligei-ents.  M. 
Jules  Fa\Te  represented  that  France  longed  for  peace,  bub 
was  infleitibly  resolved  to  accept  no  terms  which  would  make 
a  peace  only  a  short  and  unquiet  truce.  Count  Bismarck 
declared  that  if  he  thought  such  a  peace  was  possible,  he- 
would  sign  it  instantly.  But  he  said  France  had  desired 
this  war,  and  she  would  demand  another  to  reverse  the  dis- 
asters of  Sedan.  From  Louis  XIV.  to  Napoleon  III.  it  had 
always  been  the  policy  of  France  to  attack  Germany,  and 
rob  it  of  territory,  and  this  its  inveterate  character  would 
sui'vive  under  all  changes  of  rulers  and  forms  of  Government. 
Itwns  therefore  necessary. in  order  to  secure  Germany  against 
Attack,  tliat  she  should  keep  a  part  of  the  territory  which  had 
been  taken  from  France.  He  subsequently  explained  that  the 
new  German  frontier  must  include  the  departments  of  the 
Lower  and  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  a  portion  of  that  of  the 
Moselle,  including  Melz  and  Chjiteau  Salins.  M.  Jules 
Favre  urged  that  Europe  would  not  sanction  pretensions  so 
exorbitant,  and  that  it  wontdbe  impossible  to  make  the  people 
of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  Germans  against  their  will.  This 
discussion,  however,  was  waived  in  order  to  ascertain  if 
'erms  could  be  arranged  for  an  armistice,  that  would  admit 
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of  the  election  of  a  National  Assembly,  into  wbose  liands 
the  new  GovemmeDt  of  France  might  resign  its  powers. 
Count  Bismarck  at  first  objected  strenuouRly  to  any 
armistice,  hut  subsequently  expressed  himself  ready  to 
consent  to  one  on  condition  tJhat  tlie  fortresses  of  Strasburg, 
Toul,  and  Phalsburg  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Germans.  When  M.  Julea  Favre  observed  that  the 
Assembly  should  meet  at  Paris,  Count  Bismarok  added, 
that  in  that  case  one  of  the  forts  of  Paris,  naming  Mont 
Valerien,  must  be  delivered  to  the  Prussians.  Subsequently 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Assembly  might  meet  at  Tours,  by 
which  means  the  difficulty  about  Mont  Valiirein  would  be 
avoided.  Tt  appeared,  however,  that  Count  Bismarck 
required  not  only  possession  of  Strasburg,  but  that  the  gar- 
rison should  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war.  This  demand 
put  an  end  to  the  conference,  and  the  French  negotiator, 
after  making  some  observaiions  dictated  by  ardent  pa- 
ti'iotiam,  withdrew.  France  was  soon  after  informed  that 
Prussia  would  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  her 
reduction  to  the  rank  of  a  second-rate  power,  and  that 
resistance  to  the  death  had  become  the  duty  of  every 
FreTichman.  Two  of  the  fortresses  named  by  Count 
Bismarck  were  destined  to  fall  immediately.  While  U. 
Jules  Favre  and  Count  Bismarck  were  conferring  at 
Ferrieres,  General  Uhrich  and  a  council  of  war  were 
deliberating  as  to  the  surrender  of  Strasburg,  and  the 
cnpittdation  of  the  fortress  was  concluded  on  the  28th  of 
September,  when  45)  officers  and  IT.OOO  men,  including 
(Jie  National  Guard,  laid  down  their  nrms.  The  Mobiles 
and  local  National  Guards,  being  Alsatians,  were  dismissed 
to  their  homes,  to  the  number  of  12,000.  while  the  regular 
troops  were  sent  to  Germany  as  prisoners  of  war.  The 
fricge  had  lasted  about  six  weeks.  Between  the  11th  and 
ITlh  of  August,  tlie  place  was  invested  by  the  Baden 
Division.     On   the  !4th  of  August  Lieutenant-general  von 
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Werder  assumed  the  command  of  the  siege  corps,  and 
Lieutenant-general  von  Decker  and  Major-geneiul  tou 
Mertens  were  appointed  commanders  respectively  of  the 
artillery  and  the  engineers.  After  the  arrival  of  a  rein- 
forcement of  two  Prussian  divisions,  the  fortress  was  closely 
surrounded.  On  the  31st  of  August  an  attempt  was]made 
to  hasten  the  surrendei'  of  the  place  by  bombardment,  but 
it  was  not  kept  up,  and  on  the  'ilih  it  was  disconiinued. 
la  the  night  of  the  29lh  of  August  the  lirst  parallel  was 
opened  against  iJie  nortlt- we  stern  front,  at  a  distance  vary- 
ing from  flOO  to  800  paces  from  the  walls.  In  the  night  of 
the  31st  of  August  tlie  approaches  to  the  second  parallel 
were  dug.  and  in  the  ensuing  night  the  second  parallel 
itself,  distant  from  900  to  4(J0  paces  from  the  fortress.  Those 
earae  nights  every  effort  was  made  to  construct  the  siege 
batteries,  which  were  finisheJ  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  Up 
to  the  9th  of  September  ninety-eight  rifled  guns  and  forty 
mortars  were  placed  in  position  against  the  attacked  front, 
whicboliuost  entirelysilenced  the  enemy's  artillery.  Besides 
these  a  detachment  of  Baden  artillery  fired  from  Kehl,  from 
thirty-two  rifled  pieces  and  eiglit  mortars,  on  the  citadel, 
which  it  was  thought  might  be  used  as  a  last  refuge  by  the 
enemy,  after  the  reduction  of  the  town.  In  the  nights  between 
the  9th  and  I  Ith  of  September  the  approaches  to  the  third 
parallel  were  laid.  In  the  night  of  the  1  tth  the  greater 
part  of  the  third  parallel  was  made,  and  in  a  very  few  days 
the  defences  were  laid  in  ruias.  On  the  39th  of  September 
a  Special  Correspondent  wrote  from  Strasburg: — 

That  Strasburg  has  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Germans  through  the  medium  of  capitulation  must  have 
appeared  a  matter  of  course  to  all  who  have  followed 
the  reports  describing  the  progress  of  the  siege.  In  my 
last  letter  I  reiterated  the  conviction  that  Governor 
Uhrich  would  at  the  last  moment  resign  himself  to  tha 
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inevitable,  ftnd  accept  the  fate  which  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  avert.  I  said  this  nfter  having  been  informed 
of  the  intention  of  the  Commander  of  the  German 
forces  to  endeavour  to  storm  Strasburg  on  the  very  night 
tliat  I  forwarded  my  last  letter.  The  anticipated  result 
has  been  attained.  Strasburg  baa  ceased  t^  be  French. 
The  grand  old  catliedral,  which  a  German  architect 
planned,  will  be  completed  at  no  distant  day  by  Ger- 
man workmen,  intent  upon  adding  another  glory  to  the 
Fatherland  while  accomplishing  the  plans  of  a  German 
architect.  What  I  did  not  and  could  not  well  know  when 
I  penned  the  words  to  which  I  have  referred  was  the 
exact  position  which  Governor  Uhrich  held  with  regard 
to  the  city  over  which  he  was  the  military  ruler.  It  was 
supposed  that  he  had  entirely  disregarded  the  feelings 
and  desire  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  had  prolonged  a  resist- 
ance which  they  were  deairans  to  terminate.  On  the 
authority  of  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Defence,  to 
whom  the  whole  truth  was  well  known,  I  can  now  state, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  Governor  Uhrich  was 
always  in  perfect  accord  with  the  inhabitants,  and  that  if. 
in  their  opinion,  ho  erred  at  all,  it  was  in  capitulating 
prematurely.  Shortly  after  the  siege  began  in  earnest 
he  received  a  deputation  from  the  council  formed  for  the 
defence  of  the  city.  Opinions  were  freely  and  frankly 
interchanged  between  the  Governor  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  council  on  the  other.  The  former  admitted  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  a  successful  defence.  The  latter  enlarged 
on  the  dangers  of  prolonging  a  hopeless  resistance.  The 
result  was  that  a  common  understanding  was  arrived  at. 
Tt  was  unanimously  resolved  by  the  council  to  strain 
every  nerve  to  prevent  the  city  from  fulling  into  iha 
hands  of  the  besiegers.  General  Uhrich,  on  his  part, 
pledged  himself  to  avert  the  calamity  of  exposing  the 
city  to  the  horrors  and  the  consequences  of  an  assault. 
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As  ft  soldier  who  had  determined  to  do  bis  dnty,  the 
General  reserved  to  himself  Uie  sole  right  to  determine" 
when  the  critical  moment  had  arri»ed.  He  would  neither 
treat  nor  consent  to  listen  to  any  proposition  to  surrender 
until  it  had  hecome  actually  impossible  to  continue  the 
defence.  Many  persons  thought  that  the  decisive  mo- 
ment had  arrived  long  hefore  Governor  Uhrich  had 
become  either  weary  or  disheartened.  Wlien  the  forti'ess 
was  no  longer  tenable,  and  when  two  breaches  of  a 
formidable  kind  had  been  made,  the  Governor  dcteimined 
to  fulfil  his  pledge,  and  in  conformity  therewith  the  white 
flag,  which,  as  I  write,  flies  from  the  topmost  gaUery  of 
the  cathedral,  was  hoisted.  Strange  to  say,  though  the 
inhabitants  had  suffered  severely,  and  were  reduced  to 
great  straits,  the  resolve  of  Governor  Uhricli  not  only 
took  the  majority  by  surprise,  hut  upset  certain  schemes 
of  the  most  reprehensible  character,  to  which  the  ni^jo- 
ri^  hoped  to  give  effect  before  a  German  soldier  entered 
Strasburg  as  a  victor. 

No  sooner  had  I  obtained  trustworthy  intelligence  of  what 
had  occurred,  and  had  transmitted  the  leading  particulars 
to  England,  than  I  started  for  the  city  of  which  1  have 
so  long  watched  tlie  fate  with  special  interest.  Wilh 
facilities  altogether  exceptional,  owing  to  the  special 
kindness  of  a  German  officer,  who.  like  myself,  was 
bound  for  Strasburg,  I  travelled  thither  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Passing  through  Schiltigheim,  I  saw  tokens  in 
every  quarter  of  the  severity  of  the  fire  from  the  fortifi- 
cations. Hardly  a  house  was  untouched.  A  large  oum< 
ber  had  been  burned  to  the  ground,  and  many  were 
converted  into  piles  of  ruins  by  the  explosion  of  shells. 
The  direct  road  to  Strasburg  was  crossed  by  the  pa- 
rallels, and  it  was  necessary  to  walk  along  Uie  first 
parallel  for  nearly  a  mile  before  coming  to  the  path- 
way along  which  access  to  the  city  was  alone  possible. 
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The  destruction  at  the  Aust«rlitx  railwa;  station,  l^ing 
outside  the  city,  was  thorough.  Shortly  sfler  the 
siege  begFin  this  station  was  captured  by  the  besiegers. 
Near  this  place  more  than  one  severe  fight  occurred 
when  the  garrison  made  a  sortie.  The  fire  from  one  of 
the  mortar  batteries  was  concentrated  upon  this  slaiioii. 
and  the  numerous  carriages  which  once  stood  on  the 
line  had  been  converted  into  heaps  of  charred  wood  and 
twisted  iron.  On  approaching  the  Porte  Saveme,  I  saw 
countless  marks  indicating  the  severity  of  the  fire  which 
the  besiegers  had  directed  towards  tliis  spot.  Between 
this  and  the  Porte  des  Pierres  the  walls  had  been 
breached  in  two  places.  After  I  bad  passed  through  the 
gate,  the  spectacle  of  destruction  which  I  witnessed  was 
one  I  sh^l  not  soon  forget.  On  the  right,  as  fai-  as  1 
could  see.  the  whole  quai'ter  was  a  pile  of  rubbish.  There 
were  few  marks  of  fire.  Cannon  shot  and  shells  had 
reduced  house  after  house  to  its  original  elements. 
When  the  space  between  Temple  Bar  and  Carey  Street, 
on  which  the  [new  Law  Courts  are  to  be  erected,  was 
being  cleared  of  houses,  the  appearance  presented  was 
not  dissimilar ;  with  this  difference,  that  in  the  case  of 
the  houses  removed  from  that  site  there  were  signs  of 
regularity  in  the  midst  of  the  destruction,  whereas  in 
Strasburg  the  ruined  houses  were  literally  piles  of 
rubbish,  and  unless  I  had  known  tliat  houses  had  once 
covered  the  spot,  I  should  not  have  supposed  that  llie 
rubbish  had  ever  taken  the  form  of  shapely  dwellings. 
In  front  of  nearly  everj-  shop  window  were  sloping  planks, 
arranged  willi  a  view  to  ward  ofi'  tho  falling  shot.  All 
the  openings  made  to  admit  air  and  light  into  the  cellars 
were  covered  over  wjth  a  mass  of  earth  and  straw.  In 
some  cases  the  straw  had  evidently  been  taken  from  the 
most  offensive,  though  uot  the  least  useful,  part  of  the 
farmyard.     The  deprivation  of  light  and  air.  and  the 
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presence  of  noisome  smells,  whicli  those  who  occupied 
the  cellars  must  have  had  to  endure,  must  have  beeu  not 
only  a  severe  trial,  but  also  most  detrimental  to  health. 
One  house  standing  at  a  comer  was  propped  up  lest  it 
sliould  topple  over.  A  cannon  ball  had  swept  a  large 
piece  out  of  the  comer,  and  had  cut  through  one  of  the 
beams  which  supported  the  two  upper  floors.  On  reach- 
ing the  Place  Kleber,  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  opea 
spaces  in  Strasburg,  the  signs  of  destruction  were  most 
striking.  The  handsome  building  which  filled  the  north- 
eastern side  of  the  square,  and  in  which  was  a  valuable 
museum  of  ancient  and  modern  works  of  art,  is  now  • 
represented  by  empty  walls.  Nearly  every  house  has 
been  pierced  with  shot  or  shell.  The  hotel  in  which  I 
write  this,  the  well-lsnown  Maison  Rouge,  has  been  struck 
more  than  once.  Being  one  of  the  first  civilians  who 
arrived  here,  1  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  tlie  few  rooms 
of  which  the  German  oificers  had  not  taken  possession. 
Wishing  to  breakfast,  I  called  for  the  bill  of  fare.  It 
was  as  lung  and  elaborate  as  usual.  I  can)e  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  although  the  city  had  been  severely  injured 
hy  the  bombardment,  yet  that  the  inhabitants  had  been 
able  to  procure  not  only  the  necessaries,  hut  also  the 
Injturiea  of  life.  But  I  was  soon  undeceived.  The  bill 
of  fai-e  was  a  relic  of  pre-siege  days.  1  could  get  beef  or 
ham,  OTpdlS  de/oiegra*.  Towards  the  end  of  the  siege. 
when  provisions  became  very  scarce,  pdle  de  Joie  <jra» 
was  one  of  the  most  common  articles  of  food.  Large 
stores  of  it,  intended  for  exportaiion,  had  accumulated. 
Coffee  and  wine  could  be  had  in  abundance,  but  milk 
was  unprocurable,  and  butter  could  not  be  purchased 
under  five  francs  the  pound.  .  I  had  not  been  many 
hours  in  Strasburg  before  a  change  took  place  in  all 
these  respects.  Carts  laJen  with  vegetables  entered  ibe 
ci^-.     Butter  was  again  placed  on   tlie  table.     It  was 


8TRASBVRG   CATHEDRAL. 


that  milk   would  be  obtamabte  on  the  mor- 


I  I  lost  no  time  in  visiting  all  the  points  of  interest,  and  the 
Cathedral  among  the  first.  To  all  external  appearance 
it  is  uninjured.  The  spire  is  as  attractive  a  spectacle  as 
ever,  but  it  has  been  struck  in  more  places  than  one. 
The  cross  on  its  summit  appears  to  have  been  touched 
by  a  projectile.  It  leans  to  the  one  side.  Some  of  the 
ornamental  work  has  been  carried  away,  and  in  one  of 
the  side  towers  a  portion  of  the  stone  stair  has  been 
destroyed.  The  outer  roof  of  the  nave  has  been  burned ; 
the  windows  have  here  and  there  been  pierced  with  balls, 
but  the  famous  clock  has  escaped  destruction,  and  the 
Cathedral  is  on  ihe  whole  in  excellent  condition.  To 
iliis  place  the  German  soldiers  hastened  as  soon  as  they 
got  here,  ascending  the  tower  and  exploring  the  interior. 
The  officers  were  as  eager  as  the  men.  not  only  to  see  the 
renowned  Cathedral,  but  also  to  learn  the  truth  as  to  the 
damage  done  to  it.  All  with  whom  I  conversed  expressed 
their  satisfaction  at  the  comparative  unimportance  of  the 
injury  inflicted.  They  would  have  lamented  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Cathedral  quite  as  sincerely  as  the  Stras- 
burgers  themselves.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  latter  that 
the  destruction  of  the  Cathedral  was  one  of  the  designs 
of  the  besiegers.  More  tlian  one  Genaan  artillery  officer 
assured  me  that  orders  were  daily  given  not  only  to  spare 
the  city,  but  also  carefully  to  avoid  firing  in  such  a  way 
as  would  either  damage  or  endanger  the  Cathedral. 
Other  public  buildings,  however,  have  not  escaped.  The 
Prefecture,  the  theatre,  and  tlie  church  whereof  the  world- 
renowned  library  formed  a  part,  are  now  represented  by 
bore  walls,  I  have  described  the  appearance  of  the 
quarter  which  I  saw  when  I  entered  the  city,  but  this  is 
not  a  more  lamentable  spectacle  than  that  presented  by 
the  quarter  adjoining  the  Porte  des  Pierres.     Indeed,  a 
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to  •  ^Mrtcrto  ntoe.  Jj>  the  clock  h*d  ^v^a^nLlv  be^a 
in^arwl  hy  Mling  stones  and  faster,  this  prol<ablT  todi- 
tUm  the  boor  at  which  the  occurrence  tCM>k  pUee.  The 
fire  from  the  bsBte^ng  b&Ueries  being  alwajs  most  severe 
at  nlj^fat,  and  very  trifltng  in  (he  morning,  it  is  prolwhle 
ihkt  thi*  psrtieular  bouse  was  rendered  antnbftbilabte  lU 
n  quarter  to  nine  on  the  night  of  September  the  8th. 
Th«  npper  room*  bad  been  filled  with  a  coUec^on  of 
•InflMl  bird*  and  proerred  insects.  A  ball,  or  a  firag- 
nmnt  of  n  oIk-II,  had  passed  through  a  case  of  bntterflies. 
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And  bad  destra,yed  some  nithaut  iDJaring  the  pins  \s'ith 
which  they  were  pierced.  TUe  birds  were  lying  about  in 
shapeless  beeps.  Here  lay  a  quantity  of  feathers, 
there  a  number  of  beaks  and  legs.  Several  were 
untouched.  The  proprietor  of  the  house  said  tliat 
the  collection  belonged  to  a  lodger,  who  hod  spent 
upwards  of  fifteen  years  in  making  it.  The  proprietor  of 
the  house  took  his  own  mbftirtuue  verj"  philosophically. 
He  fully  expected  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  he  hod 
sustained.  So  long  as  be  was  paid,  it  mattered  not  to 
him  whether  Strasburg  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Germans  or  passed  again  into  the  hands  of  tbe  French. 
Oibers  to  whom  I  talked  indulged  in  a  different  strain. 
While  lamenting  tlie  injuries  inflicted,  they  were  con- 
fident that  tbe  end  had  not  arrived.  They  looked  for- 
ward to  a  second  bombardment.  They  were  convinced 
tliat  the  French  would  soon  drive  out  tbe  Germans  and 
recapture  the  city.  For  this  belief  they  could  assign  no 
other  reason  than  that  France  had  done  great  things  in 
1793,  and  would  repeat  her  former  achievements.  This 
is  an  opinion  vrhich  seems  to  be  accepted  by  all  French- 
men as  if  it  were  an  article-  of  faith.  But  I  have  ob- 
served that  those  who  (aik  tlie  most  about  1703  do  not 
show  any  alacrity  in  sacrificing  themselves  now.  althougii 
tbe  emei^ency  is  as  great  as  it  then  was.  Where  tlie 
heroes  of  1870  are  to  be  discovered  I  know  not.  It 
is  also  noteworthy  that  those  who  ore  ready  tu  foretell 
what  Prance  will  yet  perform,  are  not  less  ready 
to  admit  that  the  French  army  was  composed  of  bad 
materials  as  well  as  commanded  by  inca])able  officers. 
Prior  to  tbe  battle  of  Weissenburg,  the  regiments 
who  encamped  near  Strasburg  manifested  an  entiro 
want  of  , discipline.  The  soldiers  plundered  ttie  in- 
habitants of  the  surrounding  villages,  they  begged 
for    money  iu    the    streets    of    Strasburg,  and    they 
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tbreatened   to  take   by    foTce   that    whicb     was    refused 
them. 

When  I  madG  a  round  of  the  walls,  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  artillery  officer  who 
commanded  the  battery  which  effected  the  breach.  He 
was  curious  to  witness  the  results  of  his  own  handiwork. 
The  one  breach  is  in  bastion  numbered  1 1  ;  the  other 
in  bastion  12.  Both  these  points  face  the  lunettes  which 
were  captured  a  week  ago.  The  breach  in  the  bastion 
12  was  chiefly  made  by  vertical  five.  The  other  was  the 
result  of  direct  fire.  The  breach  in  bastion  II  was  the 
more  important  of  the  two.  It  was  about  200  feet  wide 
at  the  top.  Another  twenty-four  hours  of  heavy  firing 
would  have  completed  alL  tliat  the  besiegers  intended  to 
do  before  delivering  the  assault.  Indeed  everything  was 
ready.  The  materials  wherewith  to  bridge  the  moat 
were  collected  at  Bischeim.  The  soldiers  had  been 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  ready  to  move  forward  at  a 
moment's  notice.  That  the  place  would  have  been  cap- 
tured is  cei-ttun ;  but  that  the  loss  of  life  would,  have 
been  great  is  certain  also.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  end 
has  been  less  bloody  than  was  anticipated.  Governor 
Uhrich  and  the  garrison  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  the  bravery  of  their  defenoe.  and  that  the  Germans 
have  shown  how  skilfully  they  can  lay  siege  to  a  powerful 
fortress,  no  one  can  dispute.  One  thing,  however,  the 
Germans  failed  to  accomplish.  They  could  not  succeed 
in  turning  their  balloona  to  account.  The  attempt  t 
survey  the  Interior  of  the  fortress,  and  to  throw  explosive 
projectiles  into  the  magazines,  had  to  be  abandoned. 
The  wind  blew  too  strongly  and  in  the  wrong  direction. 
Unless  the  air  be  perfectly  still,  a  balloon  is  an  instru- 
ment of  little  value  for  the  purposes  of  war.  Such  is 
the  conclusion  at  which  the  Germans  have  arrived.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whetLer  the  Parisians  will  find  that 
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they  can  derive  more  profit  from  the  employment  of  bal- 
loons. 
Your  readers  are  anare  that  the  Republicnn  Government 
appointed  M.  Valentin,  who  represented  Straaburg  in 
1848,  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  the  Lower  Rhine- 
and  desired  him  to  manifest  his  patriotism  by  obbuning 
admission  to  Strosburg  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
He  obeyed  his  instructions,  find  entered  Strasburg  by  an 
indirect  and  difficult  road.  Disguised  as  a  peasant,  and 
availing  hinself  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  German 
tongue,  he  made  friends  with  Prussian  soldiers  quaitered 
in  Bischeim.  From  them  lie  obtained  full  particulars 
regarding  the  position  and  character  of  tlie  works  erected 
between  that  village  ami  the  city.  He  remarked  that  at 
one  o'clock  the  fire  of  the  "besiegers  was  weakest,  and 
the  vigilance  of  their  sentries  most  relaxed.  Even  a 
siege  had  to  be  suspended  while  the  soldiers  dined. 
Passing  through  the  Prussian  hues  between  one  and  two 
o'clock  on  the  2'ind  of  September,  he  arrived  in  safety 
at  tlie  moat.  Leaping  into  it,  he  swam  across.  The 
French  soldiers  fired  at  him  repeatedly,  but  their  bullets 
always  missed  their  mark.  He  called  out  to  them  to 
permit  him  to  land,  and  to  arrest  him  on  landing.  Their 
reply  took  the  form  of  jeers,  supplemented  by  bullets. 
At  last  he  reached  a  spot  near  one  of  the  gates,  where 
he  was  sheltered  from  the  fire  directed  from  the  walls. 
Again  and  again  he  begged  the  soldiers  Ao  take  him 
prisoner,  and  carry  him  before  Governor  Uhnch.  Finally 
they  consented.  When  brought  before  tlie  governor,  he 
turned  up  the  sleeve  of  his  shirt,  and  took  therefrom  the 

official  document  containing  his  appointment  as  Prefect. 
His  title  to  the  post  was  at  once  recognized,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  he  issued  a  proclamation  wherein 

his   assumption   of  his   post  was   announced,   and  llie 

Republic  formally  proclaimed.     He  was  little  more  than 

A  week  in  office. 
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With  one  deplorable  exception,  the  inhabitants  of  Strasburg 
have  treated  their  conquerors  with  great  consideration. 
Yesterday  three  soldiers  were  shot  in  a  by-sti-eet  near  the 
Cathedral.  The  assaesins  fled.  Oneoftliem  was  pursued 
by  some  citizens  who  witnessed  the  deed.  He  took 
refuge  in  the  Cafe  de  Commerce.  There  he  was  detuned 
till  the  German  soldiers  arrived.  The  citizens  who  were 
present  specially  called  their  attention  to  the  fact  that 
not  only  did  they  repudiate  all  complicity  with  the  mur- 
derers, hnt  that  they  had  done  their  utmost  to  hinder 
their  escape.  As  soon  as  General  Werder  heard  the 
tidings  he  ordered  the  eit}'  to  pay  a  heavy  contribution, 
and  he  threatened  to  treat  the  inhabitants  with  the 
greatest  rigour,  and  to  humiliate  them  by  making  a 
triumphal  entiy  into  tlieir  L-ity  with  his  whole  army. 
However,  when  the  Mayor  represented  that  the  blame 
could  not  fairly  be  placed  on  the  inhabitants,  and  when 
he  was  convinced  that  the  act  was  entirely  the  -work  of 
isolated  ruffians,  he  cancelled  the  orders  he  had  given, 
and  relieved  the  city  from  paying  the  enormous  contri- 
bution of  four  millions  of  francs. 

October  'i. — I  had  supposed  that  bastion  No.  11  had 
suflered  the  most,  seeing  that  a  breach  was  made  there, 
and  that  the  interior  had  been  rendered  entirely  unten- 
able. Yet  the  Citadel  was  even  in  a  worse  state  than 
this  bastion.  Where  &  gate  stood  on  the  side  facing 
Kehl,  wag  now  a  rude  pile  of  stones,  the  materials 
composing  the  gale  and  the  adjoining  wall  having  fallen 
forward,  and  formed  an  artificial  pathway  over  Uie  moaL 
Witli  the  exception  of  some  minor  gateways,  no  place 
was  habitable  within  tlie  vast  area  covered  by  the  Citadel. 
The  supposition  was,  that  after  the  City  was  occupied 
the  Citadel  might  be  held.  The  truth  is,  that  the  former 
proved  the  stronger,  and  the  latter  much  more  easily 
destroyed  than  had  been  anticipated.  This  is  portly  due 
to  the  accuracy  and  sererity  of  the  double  fire  to  which  | 
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le  Citadel  was  subjected.  While  the  batteries  at  EchI 
kept  up  ail  iDCes&aDt  fire  od  the  one  side,  those  near 
Sehiltigheira  thi-ew  bombs  into  it  on  the  other.  Many 
shells  were  thrown  into  it  from  tlie  giant  mortars. 
Tliat  the  fire  from  the  Citadel  ehould  latterly  have  been 
very  weak,  seems  perfectly  natural  to  those  who  have 
beheld  its  present  condition.  That  it  held  out  so  long 
is  more  surprising  than  that  it  surrendered  when  it 
did.  Perhaps  it  may  interest  some  persons  to  learn  that 
in  General  Werder's  opinion  tlie  siege  works  constructed 
by  the  Wiirtembcrgers  were  patterns  of  military  engi- 
neering. A  foreign  ofiicer  of  engineers,  with  whom  I 
walked  over  the  works,  said  that  he  hod  never  seen 
trenches  or  parallels  more  skilfully  planned,  or  more 
efficiently  finished.  If  our  Government  thought  that 
English  military  engineers  had  anything  to  learn,  they 
would  doubtless  liave  sent  one  to  watch  the  siege,  and  to 
report  as  to  tlie  works.  It  is  possible  that  such  an  officer 
was  present,  If  so,  bis  presence  was  kept  a  secret  An 
English  officer  of  marines  was  said  to  have  been  there 
during  tiie  later  stage  of  the  bombardment.  Neither 
professional  men  nor  sightseers  will  long  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inspecting  these  works,  for  they  are  being 
swept  away  with  great  speed. 

It  b  possible  that  General  Werder  will  be  blamed  for  the 
way  in  which  Le  conducted  the  siege,  and  may  even  be 
severely  censured,  not  only  for  making  a  large  portion  of 
Strasburg  an  unsightly  pile  of  ruins,  but  also  for  inflicting 

'  much  suffering  upon  defenceless  inhabitants.  In  antici- 
pation of  Ihese  charges,  I  may  state  what  I  knon-  from 
direct  personal  knowledge  to  be  the  view  held  by  the 
general  himself.  His  own  desire  was  to  do  nothing  that 
would  protract  or  embitter  the  war.  He  was  anxious  to 
act  in  the  way  most  conducive  to  the  re-establishment  of 
peace.    The  bombardment  which  Strasburg  underwent  in 
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the  first  instance,  was  simply  designed  witli  a  view  to 
demonsti-ale  to  the  citizens  tliat  tlie  risk  of  refusing  to 
capitulate  at  once  was  alilte  serious  and  palpable.  Nor 
was  the  damage  done  by  this  bombardment  so  great  as 
has  been  alleged.  It  fell  upon  the  public  authorities  far 
more  heavily  than  upon  the  inhabitants.  Private  houses 
Buffered  but  trifling  injuries.  Unfortunately,  one  of  the 
first  buildings  to  be  struck  and  set  on  fire  by  a  shell  waa 
the  new  ProtestantChurch.  The  building  forming  a  part 
of  this  church  was  that  in  which  the  famous  library  was 
contained.  Again,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  blame  for 
this  piece  of  vandalism  rests  upon  Governor  Uhrich 
rather  than  upon  General  Werder.  As  I  have  mentioned 
in  previous  letters,  the  latter  gave  twenty-four  hours. 
notice  of  bis  intention  to  bombard  the  city;  but  the 
former  omitted  to  comnaunicato  the  intelligence  to  the 
inhabitants.  Nor  was  the  bombardment  protracted.  No 
sooner  was  it  perceived  that  the  garrison  had  determined 
to  hold  out,  than  the  siege  was  conducted  with  direct 
reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  fortifications.  But 
these  have  been  so  constructed  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  direct  a  fire  against  them,  which  should  not  at  the 
same  time  destroy  the  dwellings  immediately  behind 
them.  Indeed,  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
fate  of  Sti-asburg  is,  that  a  large  city  shonld  never  be 
fortified.  The  inhabitants  of  Strasbm^  say  that  if  tlie 
Germans  would  raze  the  fortifications,  and  make  their 
city  an  open  one,  they  would  hail  annexation  to  Germany 
with  enthusiasm,  and  would  never  regret  their  severance 
from  France. 
Since  I  entered  Strasburg  in  the  rear  of  the  German 
troops  three  days  have  elapsed.  It  is  with  difficulty  I 
can  realize  the  fact  that  I  am  still  in  the  same  city.  The 
whole  place  wears  a  new  aspect.  The  more  prominent 
marks  of  the  siege  are  no  longer  to  be  seen  in  the  streets. 
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^^r  The  huge   piles  of  earth  and  straw  which  protected  the 
^^V        inlets   to    the   cellars  have  been  removed   from  before 
^H         nearly  every  house.     The  piles  of  wooden  planks  erected 
^^M         to  protect  the  shop  fronts  have  disappeared,  the  shutters 
^^1         have  been  removed  from  the  windows,  and  business  has 
^^M         been  resumed.     So  great  has  been  the  change,  that  few 
^^M         persona   tvho   enter  the  city  now    would  suppose   how 
^^1         dismal  was  its  appearance   but  a  short  tioie  ago.     The 
^^1         energy  which  the  German  authorities  have  iltsplayed  has 
^^M         excited  the  wonder  of  the  citizens.      They  contrast  it 
^^1         with  the  manner  in  which   the  French  used  to  do  their 
^^B         work,  and  they  are  every  day  becorabg  more  reconcileil 
^^M         to  the  prospect  of  being  re-united  to  a  nation  ^hich, 
^H          alike  during  peace  and  during  war,  lias  at  present  no 
^^H         superior  in  the  world. 

L     1 
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CHAPTER  XT. 

It  was  on  the  'i'id  of  August,  four  (lays  after  tlie  battle  of 
Gravelotte,  that  the  Germans  began  to  construct  the  system 
of  works  which  very  soon  enabled  them  to  conatituta 
Marshal  Bazaine  and  Ins  amiy  their  prisoners.  Every  road 
leading  to  the  fortress  was  sti'ongly  occupied,  atid  every 
available  position  entrenched  and  armed.  Pay  by  day  tlie 
German  fortificationa  grew  around  the  Marshal,  and  when 
he  made  his  grand  sortie  on  die  31st,  he  found  that  he 
was  hemmed  in  without  hope  of  escape.  In  some  way 
which  has  never  been  explained,  Bazaine  was  made  aware 
that  MacMahon  was  advancing  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  besiegers,  aod  the  SI  St  of  August  appears  to  have 
been  agreed  on  between  them  as  the  day  on  which  Bazaine 
should  attack  the  GermonB  from  Metz,  while  AlacMahon's 
Army  of  the  North  should  operate  in  their  rear.  We  know, 
from  the  Emperor  Napoleon's  conversation  with  the  King 
of  Prussia  at  Sedan,  that  at  MacMahon 's  head-quarters  it 
was  assumed,  without  doubt  or  hesitation,  that  if  that 
Marshal's  forces  were  to  be  opposed,  the  forces  necessary  for 
that  purpose  must  be  withdrawn  from  the  siege  of  Metz. 
The  French  paid  deai'ly  for  this  error.  The  strenuous 
efforts  of  BaKaine  on  the  31  st  of  August  utterly  failed  before 
the  steadfastness  of  the  German  battalions  and  the  strength 
of  their  batteries,  and  the  French  were  defeated  with  heavy 
loss :    but  the  fortress   held  out  for    seven  weeks  longer. 


The  Special  Correspondent  attached  to  Uie  German  army, 
who  made  a  point  of  alwnys  being  with  the  advanced  posts, 

wrote  on  the  a9th  of  September  from  Flanville,  a  village 
on  the  east  of  Mclz.  giving  an  account  of  the  lines  of 
inTCStment:  — 


Being  anxious  to  visit  the  last  of  the  great  French  strong- 
holds which  fltill  holds  out  against  German  assault.  I 
proceeded  from  Brussels  to  Luxemburg,  having  the  in- 
tention,if  it  were  possible,  of  penetrating  to  the  Prussian 
army  lying  around  Melz,  hy  the  direct  soudiem  route, 
making  a  circuit  to  avoid  Thionville.  I  found  the  rail- 
way from  Bntssels  as  far  as  Neufchaleau  thronged,  as  is 
its  wont,  with  Johanniters  and  other  varieties  of  (he  great 
red-cross  species,  as  well  as  with  numerous  English 
tourists,  boimd  for  a  gape  at  the  battle-field  of  Sedan. 
The  nondescripts  thinned  off  as  we  approached  Arlon, 
and  there  were  left  only  a  few  honest  gentlemen  who 
were  outward-bound  with  medical  stores  and  comforts  for 
llie  sick  and  wounded.  Arlou,  from  its  position,  has 
been  selected  as  a  large  central  depot  for  these  contribu- 
tions from  tlie  sympathy  of  the  world.  Luxemburg,  I 
had  taktai  for  graoted,  would  be  as  full  as  Brussels, 
Bonillon,  and  other  neutral  towns  which  I  had  visited ; 
it  was  therefore  quite  a  pleasant  surprise  to  find  commis- 
sionaires actually  touting  for  custom  for  the  various 
hotels.  In  the  hostelry  which  I  selecteil  1  found  traces 
of  not  a  few  journalists  who  had  gone  forth  nominally  on 
the  war-path,  but  who  had  preferred  the  security,  the 
good  living,  and  the  clean  beds  of  the  Hotel  de  Cologne 
to  the  risks  and  discomforts  of  the  front.  After  a  run 
round  the  now  dismantled  fortifications  in  the  morning, 
1  took  train  for  Saarbnick.  The  pleasant  frontier  town 
has  recovered  fast  from  the  succession  of  sensations,  con- 
sisting of  the  battles  of  Saai'bruck  and  Spicberen,  then  of 
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the  huge  masses  of  wounded  from  Gravelotte,  and  lastly 
of  the  thousands  of  French  prisouers  on  the  xray  to 
captivity  in  Geruiany.  and  the  townspeople  have  lapsed 
into  their  ordinary  semi- somnolent  condition — ^not  even 
enlivened  by  the  presence  as  yet  of  the  throng  of  sight- 
seers who  are  sure  to  crowd  to  the  vicinity  as  soon  aa  the 
route  is  considered  quite  safe. 

It  was  with  some  surprise  that  I  learned  that  the  railway 
was  in  full  working  order  and  open  for  uU  and  sundry 
passengers,  civilian  as  well  as  military,  as  far  as  Courcelles, 
nine  miles  from  Metz,  I  knew  that  it  was  open,  but  I 
had  imagined  that  it  was  oaly  traversed  by  my  old  friend 
the  militaire  xug.  The  cargo  which  the  train  carried 
that  letl  Saarbruck  this  morning  at  seven  was  of  a  suGG- 
ciently  diversified  chsracter.  There  were  country  women , 
with  great  tubs  of  butter,  which  tiiey  were  taking  up  to 
the  front  to  find  a  good  market ;  officers  and  soldiers,  new 
men  and  convalescents,  both  fi'om  sickness  and  wounds, 
on  their  way  to  join  and  rejoin  their  regiments;  Saar- 
bruck merchants  going  up  for  orders  ;  a  few  Englishmen 
who  nourished  the  idea  that  the  fighting  was  chronically 
in  progress  just  outside  the  station  at  Courcelles,  and 
that  by  walking  a  few  paces  they  would  be  able  to  com- 
mand a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  whole  affair ;  marktt- 
tnders,  who  had  been  making  investments  :  and  a  few 
Frenchmen  on  (heir  way  to  the  intermediate  towns,  who 
were  doing  their  best  to  seem  as  German  as  possible. 
Our  way  to  Forbach  lay  through  a  corner  of  the  ground 
on  which  was  fought  the  battie  of  Spicheren,  and  as  I 
passed  through  the  woods  of  the  latter,  in  front  of 
Sponecken,  I  saw  not  a  few  graves  of  the  men  whom  I 
had  seen  fall  two  months  ago.  Near  St.  Avoid  we 
passed  the  debris  of  the  train  which  was  shattered  in  the 
collision  that  brought  death  to  several  French  prisoners, 
and  at  this  town  also  we  found  a  large  depot  of  military 
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stores  and  provender.  There  waa  a  still  larger  dep6t  at 
Falquemont,  where  also  were  coUecFed  a  quantity  of  the 
ortillery  waggons  captured  from  the  French  at  Gravelotle. 
The  station  at  Courcelles  was  a  sight.  It  was  a  centre 
from  which  radiated  Id  every  direction  long  tines  of 
waggons  of  every  description,  carrying  stores  of  oil  kinds 
to  the  different  army  posts — north,  south,  east,  and  west. 
All  around  the  deserted  little  v  illnge  itself  are  great  herds 
of  cnttle,  piles  of  stores,  whole  pyramids  of  medical 
comforts,  and  long  lines  of  sick  and  relay  horses.  The 
bustle  was  immense,  and  yet  everything  seemed  orderly. 

I  There  was  of  course  an  EtBppen  Commando  in  the 
station,  but  the  wortliy  lieutenant  who  represented  the 
said  Elappen  Commando  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
anything,  All  lie  could  or  would  tell  me  svastlmt  Priuee 
Friedrich  Carl's  bead- quarters  were  at  Corny,  on  the 
Moselle,  to  tlie  south  of  Metz,  but  he  did  not  know  the 
distance.  He  had  no  waggons,  no  horses,  very  httle 
temper,  and  less  time  to  gossip.  Tlie  circumstances 
were  sufficiently  unpromising.  One  might  as  well  look 
for  quartern  loaves  in  the  kennel  of  Fleet  Street  as  for 
quarters  in  or  around  Courcelles  ;  and  the  field-post,  tlie 
only  and  that  a  precarious  means  of  getting  to  Corny, 
did  not  leave  till  three  in  the  morning.  I  took  the 
resolution  of  pursuing  a  policy  out  of  which  I  have  so 
often  found  luck  eventually — of  going  sti-aight  to  the  front 
till  the  foreposts  would  let  me  go  no  fardier. 
To  follow  me  in  what  1  am  about  to  write,  the  reader 
will  find  himself  greatly  advantaged  by  reference  to  a 
good  map.  Going  uorthnard,  and  inclining  westward 
from  Courcelles,  I  passed  ta  succession  through  the 
villages  of  Laquenexy,  Marsilly,  Ogy.  and  St.  Aguan. 
All  these  I  found  occupied  by  troops,  constituting 
the  second  investing  line  environing  the  fortress  and 
the  town  of  JJetz.     From  St.  Aguan  I  proceeded  two 
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kilometres,  slill  in  the  same  direction,  till  I  reached 
the  village  of  Fianville,  where  I  found  the  4th  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  forming  part  of  the  2uJ  division  of 
the  1st  Army  Corps.  The  Staff  I  found  comfortably 
located  in  a  pleasant  ciiateau,  and  liking  tlie  looks  of  the 
place  and  the  friendly  ways  of  the  officers,  I  asked  per- 
mission to  attach  myself  for  the  present  to  the  regiment — 
a  civility  which  was  frankly  and  unhesitatingly  granted. 
I  have  been  informally  taken  on  tJie  strength,  the  good 
old  Obent  makes  rae  free  of  his  modest  table,  the  subal- 
terns, right  hearty  fellows  all,  have  assigned  me  aix  feet 
by  four  of  straw  in  the  comer  of  the  drawing-rOom,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  scrap  of  furniture  hut  a  grand  piano, 
on  which  a  sequence  of  voluntaries,  sometimes  accom- 
panied by  singing,  sometimes  by  dancing,  is  constantly 
going  on.  and  everybody  is  anxious  to  give  himaelf 
trouble  to  show  attention.  My  lines  have  fallen  in  plea- 
sant places— add  to  which,  tliat  I  am  exactly  on  the  spot 
against  tlie  front  of  which  the  French  choose  to  direct 
tliB  afternoon  attacks  which  they  are  so  fond  of  making. 
Here  therefore  I  intend  to  remain — at  all  events  for  a  few 
days — making  excursions  daily  to  the  right  or  left.  The 
Major  of  the  4lh  has  placed  at  my  disposal  his  second 
charger.  This  ^excellent  quadruped  I  used  for  a  short 
circuit  this  afternoon,  in  company  with  the  Hauptmftnn 
of  the  eth  Company,  and  I  will  now  quit  the  first 
person  singular,  of  which  the  reader  must  be  heartily 
tired,  to  explain  what  I  have  learned  and  what  I  have 
seen. 

From  the  Moselle,  on  the  east  side,  the  7th  Army  Corps 
hold  the  line  of  environinent.  lying  in  the  villagea  of 
Magny,  Peltry,  and  Mercy-la-Haut,  which  last,  by  the 
way,  is  partly  burnt,  on  so  far  as  Ars  Laquenexy.  Their 
foreposte  a.aA  feldaachts  are  a  little  further  forward,  but 
not  so  far  as  they  were  a  few  days  ago,  when  the  fore- 


THE   lyVESTMENT. 


223 


posts  were  at  Lb  Grange  aux  Dois.  The  left  of  the  Ist 
Army  Corpa  lies  in  Colonibey.  which  is  also  considerably 
burnt,  feeling  the  right  of  the  7tb  in  Mercy-la- Haut.  Its 
second  line  extends  to  the  noitbwarcl  in  the  villages  of 
Ogy.  Flanville,  Retonfay,  O-ras,  and  Ste.  Barbe.  The 
first  line  lies  in  Coiney,  Montoy.  Noissevilie,  Servigny, 
and  Failly.  The  whole  of  this  latter  line  is  within  range 
of  the  great  guns  of  the  grent  Mctz  outwork  of  St.  Julien. 
which  occupies  the  eumniit  of  a  mamelon.  Between 
the  first  and  second  line  there  is  only  an  interval 
of  about  a  mile.  To  the  front  there  lie,  first  the  fore- 
posts,  then  the  /eldicachts,  tind  lastly  the  single  sentries, 
within  800  yards  of  St.  Julien.  The  first  line  occupies 
a  continuous  entrenchment,   the  continuation  of  which 

■  runs  right  round  Meti.  All  the  villages  are  roughly  for- 
tified by  barricades,  cJin-aax-de-frisf,  &c. ;  holes  are  broken 
tlirough  all  the  houses  for  firing,  and,  indeed,  every 
Tillage   forms  a  very  respectable,  if  rough  and   ready, 

festung.  The  foreposts  lie  either  in  single  houses,  also 
well  fortified  by  entrenchments  and  barricades,  or  in  the 
field  behind  earthworks  of  no  inconsiderable  magnitude. 

■  The  feldwaehtt  {field -watches)  chiefly  occupy  woods  or 
the  gardens  of  chateaux.  A  feldaiaeht  wliich  may  he 
tahen  as  typical  is  at  Lauvalliere,  an  isolated  brewery  on 
the  great  route,  two  kilometres  nearer  Metz  than  Montoy. 
Here  lie  two  companies,  arms  in  hand,  and  ready  for  a 
sortie  from  the  enemy  at  any  moment.  To  the  left,  at 
the  hamlet  of  La  Flaucette,  is  anothei  fetdwacht  in  a  deep 
ravine.  Here  I  had  to  dismount  and  grope  up  the  slope 
beyond  to  the  knoll  on  which  the  solitaij  sentry  kept  his 
watch  within  easy  shot  of  a  Chassep6t  from  the  ramparts 
of  Fort  St.  Julien.  We  could  see  with  the  naked  eye 
the  Frenchmen  moving  about  the  fortress  and  circulating 
about  the  environs  both  of  it  and  of  tlie  town,  which 
lies  to  the  southward  of  it,  the  great  eminence  of  Mont 
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St.  Quentin,  witti  its  mass  of  fortifications  on  the  summit, 
dominating  the  whole  valley  from  the  farther  side  of  the 
Moselle.  All  the  front  which  I  travei-sed  was  pitted  over 
with  the  craters  of  shells.  The  men  of  one  of  the  regi- 
ments were  erecting  quite  permanent  barracks  of  wood, 
the  sides  covered  with  earth,  a  Utile  way  in  the  reai-  of 
Lauvalliere.  To  the  norlh,  Noisseville  is  densely  filled 
with  Prussian  troops;  Nouilly,  which  lies  between  it  and 
St.  Julien,  is  neutral  ground,  occupied  by  neither  army. 
while  the  French  are  in  force  in  Mey,  which  is  still 
nearer  the  fortress.  We  went  forward  to  the  edge  of  a 
wood  near  Mey,  accompanied  by  two  Prussian  patrol- 
dragoons,  and  got  a  warning  to  go  back  in  the  shape  of 
a  sharp  fusilade  from  out  of  a  garden  in  the  environs  of 
Mey.  To  complete  the  narrative  of  the  localities,  the  envi- 
ronment is  taken  up  on  the  right  of  the  1st  Army  Corps 
by  the  Landwehr  Division,  consisting  of  three  brigades, 
each  sis  battalions  strong,  under  the  command  of  General 
von  Kummer.  They  cover  the  ground  round  nearly 
to  tlie  Moselle  on  the  north ;  but  of  their  dispositions  I 
shall  be  able  to  writ«  with 'greater  accuracy  to-morrow 
after  a  visit.  The  General  commanding  the  1st  Army 
Corps,  His  Excellency  von  Manteuffel,  lies  in  Ste.  Barbe, 
n  little  to  our  north.  As  Ihe  second  officer  commanding 
hereabout,  he  has  the  nominal  command  of  all  the  army 
on  this  side  the  Moselle  since  the  departure  of  General 
von  Steinmetz,  who  also  hod  his  quarters  in  Ste.  ISarbe. 
Our  immediate  commander  is  General  von  PritsolwitE, 
who  is  over  the  Second  Division  of  the  Ist  Army  Corps, 
and  who  has  his  quarters  two  kilometres  behind  ua,  id 
the  little  village  of  Fuche,  where  likewise  is  the  post. 

With  the  e-xception  of  the  little  spurt  of  tire  which  we 
rather  wantonly  drew  from  Mey,  to-day  has  passed  in 
extreme  quietude,  as  also  did  yesterday,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  outpost  skirmishes,     On  the  S6th,  however. 
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idleretvas  a  fight  oF  some  consUoraMe  magnilude.  The 
isiaD  foi^c^tosts  occupied  in  no  great  strengih  [ha 
village  of  Coloinbey.  wlieie  thero  ai'o  ihree  large  clta- 
teaiix.  in  the  upper  stories  of  which  tlieie  bad  been  left 
by  the  abocigiuea  a  eonsidemble  store  of  gruin.  They 
have  taken  refuge  in  Metz.  and  probably  acquainted  the 
French  of  the  existence  of  these  etorea.  Anyhow,  in  the 
afternoon  of  tlie  '28lIi  the  French,  in  larf,'e  numbers,  and 
covered  by  the  artillery  of  St.  Julien,  made  &  dash  at 
Colomhey,  their  advance  followed  by  a  number  of  empty 
waggons.  For  once  ihey  surprised  tiia  comparatively 
weak  Prussiuu  foreposts,  and  drove  them  out  of  Colombey 
Covering  iheir  operations  by  throwing  forward  tiradlem-a 
into  the  woods  to  the  front  aud  towards  Ln  Plancliette, 
,  .they  filled  the  waggons  with  the  grain  ^md  started  tliem 
on  ihe  return  journey.  But,  meanwhile,  the  Prussian 
artillery  had  come  to  the  front,  and  the  shells  fell  Uiick 
among  the  Frenchmen  in  Colombey  and  the  convoy  on 
the  road.  The  former  scuttled  back  in  great  haste  under 
the  guns  of  St.  Julien  ;  the  waggons  went  on  at  a 
gallop,  but  out  of  lliirty-gix  only  fourteen  succeeded  in 
gelling  safe  off.  The  rest  were  arrested  in  traiiaila  by 
the  influence  which  the  Prassian  shells  exercised  on  the 
animals  which  drew  the  waggons — an  influence  which 
maniFeslediteeU  in  Hnibs  blovm  insvarie^of  directions. 
There  was  no  greut  loss  in  killed  or  wounded  on  ciiher 
side.  A  captain  of  the  41ih  was  killed  under  circum- 
stances wljicb  ai'e  a  disgrace  to  civilised  waifare.  Wlien  i 
his  detachment  was  in  retreat  he  fell  wounded  severely, 
but  not  mortally.  His  men  [ilnced  bim  in  shelter,  and 
then  left  him  as  lliey  fell  back.  When  they  recovered 
the  village  they  found  tlie  corpse  of  tlieir  captain, 
mangled  barbarously — his  fingers  cut  off  for  the  sake  of 
the  rings  be  wore,  aud  hia  throat  cut  From  ear  lo  ear. 
The    Prussians    are  justly   incensed    at   this   atrocity 


beiagdw  wti^eet  tit  anA  eofapUal.  Tko  ^aa^a» 
«4ik»  tnofa  b  nfmtataj  ■■  good, and  the  wtni»ei  ^ 
Aarmeter  raj  liUfatntto  diat  of  Ibe  ^safuiised  boida 
I  am  throw  dmmdwiranBs  at  Sedan.    Bottbe  AnssicQ 


greed  of  ibe  Fteiwh  officets,  who  me  notbing.  eoa^ar&- 
fbeljr,  ior  Ifaeir  ncn.  pnmded  their  ovn  vants  ai»  ■ 
aatnSed.    Thia  aelfiduMU  aeemsfoniblj  to  hire  struck.! 
tba  bonMt  PnmiaitB,   lAo  are  laed  to  ireatment  »»l 
aiBeraot.  I 

Between  the  (brepMts  of  the  two  annies  a  toler&bljr  geonl  I 
Icding  firerailed  till  the  actioo  of  the  2Stb.  irliich  I  havfr  I 
referred  to.  Mj  friends  here  tell  me  that  a  Pmssiaa  ■ 
mooDted  patrol  the  other  da;  left  a  note  under  a  Gt<m»l 
addreiKtd  to  the  French  officer  in  command  of  thfr  I 
forepotta,  asking  nbether  he  coutd  accommodate  th^l 
PruMJan  forqiott  officer  with  a  bottle  of  champagne, 
the  Deit  round  the  bottle  of  chiunpagne  y/as  duly  fotwda  I 
along  witfaa  request  for  a  little  knot  of  salt,  which, of  coarse,  I 
wu  complied  with.  The  alertness  and  completeness  of  J 
tho  I'niAsian  forepoal  s^iem  is  a  great  feature  of  the  f 
army,  and  one  of  the  leailing  causes  of  its  success, 
night  the  felHitachl  goes  forward  to  the  post  occupied  \ 
during  the  day  by  the  fnrthest  outlying  sentry.  Here  it  1 
breaks  right  and  left  into  small  pickets,  leaving  a  strong-  J 
nucleus  in  the  centre.  The  front,  at  a  distance  of  two  or  J 
tliree  buntlred  yiu-ds,  is  continunlly  traversed  by  cavaliy  T 
pntrols,  who  often  ride  right  in  among  the  sleeping  I 
I''renchmon,  whoso  system  of  night  vigilance  is  not  at  all  I 
nbal  it  uhould  bo.    Then  there  is  a  pistol  shot  and  round  ^ 
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of  bootless  Ghassep6t  firing  ia  the  dark— the  daring 
mdan  dashes  out  through  tbe  red  legs,  back  to  his 
BUpports.  Talking  of  ChassepOts,  I  may  mention  that 
the  Prussian  forepoat  troops  are  now  extensively  armed 
■with  these  weapons,  to  enable  them  to  cope  on  eqnal  terms 
with tbeFrench Tirailleurs.  Of  lhe2n<lBatlaIionof  the4th 
Begiment  seventy-five  men  are  so  armed,  or  rather  seventy- 
fiTeChasscpotsare  in  nsoond  are  transferred  from/* Wumcfit 
to  Jeldtvackl,  as  the  changes  of  guard  are  made.  One 
whole  regiment  (the  35lh)  is  armed  with  the  Chassep&t, 
This  settles  tlie  question  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
Chassep6t  and  the  Needle-gun  in  the  eyes,  of  the 
Prussians.  Immediately  after  the  war,  I  doubt  not 
there  will  be  a  general  conversion — the  operation  will  not 
be  difficult 
All  this  district  is  dotted  over  with  the  graves  of  the  battle 
fought  by  Steinmetz  on  the  14th  of  August,  and  of  men 
who  have  fallen  in  the  various  forcpost  fights.  All  the 
way  to  Courcelles  it  is  a  scene  of  utter  barrenness  and 
desolation,  traversed  everywhere  by  tracks  of  waggons, 
chequered  by  abandoned  bivouacs,  the  leafy  bowera  of 
which,  plastered  with  mud,  stand  forlorn  and  unused,  all 
the  troops  being  now  under  cover  except  the  foreposta, 
who  must  necessarily  remain  in  the  open.  They  never 
sleep— their  vigilance  extends  right  round  tlie  clock  for 
the  four-and -twenty  hours.  V-ery  few  of  the  inhabitants 
still  remain  in  the  district,  and  of  tliese  the  plight  is  very 
miserable.  The  Prussians  keep  them  alive  by  serving 
out  victuals  to  them,  otherwise  they  would  starve.  Agri- 
cultral  occupations  are  at  a  standstill ;  the  vineyards, 
traversed  by  waggon  roods  and  cut  in  two  by  entrench- 
ments, are  utterly  ruined.  The  houses  are  wrecks,  many 
of  them  whole  or  partially  burned  by  fires  kindled  by 
the  shells.  In  Courcelles,  the  only  living  thing  not 
Prussian  is  a  mongrel  which  stuck  to  his  kennel  when  his 
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owner  ran  away.  Tbe  Pi 
*■  Courcellea,"  aud  the  tim 
than  lialf  Pi'ussian^tratlor  that  he  is.  I  found  a  con-! 
si liemblo  number  of  inliabiuiutg  ia  tlie  forepost  villaga  1 
of  Montoj- ;  an  old  woinan  sat  placidly  before  the  dot*  I 
knitting  stockings,  whiLe  the  tro  ps  lined  the  eutrench^-J 
ment  just  in  her  front.  I  suppose  she  had  got  eo  used  toil 
shells  and  bullets  that  she  did  not  wind  thorn,  or  it  might  9 
be  tliat  her  despair  had  culminated  in  a  sort  of  apatliy  otm 
equanimity.  For  ihe  poor  folks  aiimnd  here  someihiofl.f 
must  be  done  by  the  pliiUuihtopists  of  the  world,  elaa  fl 
they  will  inevitably  starve  ilie  moment  that  the  Pi-ussian*! 
withdraw.  If  they  had  horses,  and  if  the  bullets  were  not  ] 
sweeping  their  farms,  yet  tiiis  year  they  durst  not  put  a 
spade  into  the  ground.    Every  field  holds  tlie  "  sacred  andfl 

.  precious  seed''  that   will  germinate  never  tilt  the  lasf 
trumpet  sounds.     No  more  Chrislian  act  could  he  doi 
by  tliose   who  care  not  for  the  nutionnlily  when  d 
and  want  tlireaten  their  feUow-men,  than  to  conU'ibutfi  b 
their  relief. 

Septmnbrr  Stilk,  morning. — Yesterday  i 

cially  made  known  to  the  troops  that  the  French  wei 
conslruciing   tiiree   bridges   across  the  Moselle  to  t 
westward  of  Fort  St.  Julien,  it  was  believed  w 
to  a  sortie  in  the  direction  of  Waison  Rouge  and  Woippy.! 
About  four  o'clock  this  moniing  the  sky  became  brilliantly 
illuniiuated  with  the  shells  under  tlie  fire  of  which  they 
attempted  to  carry  out  tlieir  design,  and  with  the  reium 
fire  with  which  the  Prussian  artillery  met  it.     In  thai 
tinck  darkness  the  elTect.  as  seen  from  this  point  (ahoul 
fourmiled  away),  was  n^agnificent.     Between  the  loudel 
crashes  of  the  cannon  was  heard  the  sharper  rattle  of  ths^ 
musketry  fire,  singly  and  in  volleys.     The  firing  beoama  ] 
fainter  towards  six  o'clock,  and  by  seven  had  died  away  1 
altogether — the  presumption    being    that    the    French 
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attempt  had  been  baulked,  and  this  I  Imve  since  learafiil 
was  the  case.  A  few  days  ft«jo  the  parrison  of  Thionvillo 
surprised  and  cnptured  a  Prussian  provision  train,  nhich 
was  carried  into  tliat  fortress.  The  food  is  more  needed 
in  Melz  than  in  Thionville,  and  it  was  anticipated  that 
an  effort  would  be  made  to  fight  ihe  train  through  the 
Pnissian  environment  into  the  beleagured  fortress.     In 

■  all   probability  the  affnir  of  Uiis  morning  has  been   a 

■  diversion  intended  to  faiiilitaCe  this  movement.  The 
P  Prussians,  however,  were  fully  alive  to  the  contingency, 
'        and  they  have  succeeded  in  foiling  the  attempL 

Flanrille,  htjtre  Mttz,  Srpl.  30.  —  I  this  morning  sent  you  k 
brief  telegram  concerning  an    engngement  which  took 
place  early  this  morning  to  the  north  of  St.  Julien,     As 
it  is  impossible  to  transmit  private  telegrams  from  Cour- 
B     celles.  I  had  to  send  it  down  to  Saarbruck.  from  which  I 
W     trust  it  has  been  forwarded  with  correctness  and  expedi- 
tion.    There  was  also  this  morning  a    little    forepost 
skirmish  between  a  company  of  the    4th   Regiment  and 
the  French  outposts,  about  a  mile  to  the  left  front  of 
this  place,  between  Montoy  and  Colombey.     The  Prus- 
sians took  twelve    French  prisoners,  at  the  expense  of 
three   of  their  own  number  slightly  wounded. 
The  Prussian  army  lying  around  RIetz  have  obtained,  from 
I       sources  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  mention,  complete 

■  charts  and  full  particulars  of  the  position  of  the  French 
^    troops  lying  around  Metz.     Bazaine's  forces — that  is  to 

say.  the  army  driven  back  on  Metz  after  the  battle  of 
Gravelutte— is  not  permitted  to  enter  the  town  of  Jletz^ 
The  whole  army  is  encamped  on  the  slopes  of  the  forti- 
fications either  of  the  town  or  of  the  outlying  strongholds, 
in  the  intervening  country,  and  in  the  various  villages 
which  still  remain  in  (he  possession  of  the  French.  The 
forts  are  garrisoned  by  Mobiles  nnd  National  Guards. 
Bazaine's  headquarters  aie  inside  ihe  town.     Oppoeite 
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us  bei'e  iii  Flanville  lies  tho  3r(I  Army  Corps  of  tho 
French  army.  Its  forepost  nearest  us  is  in  the  wood  In 
front  of  Kley,  and  the  chain  extends  southward  to  tbe 
front  of  Belle  CroU.  The  mass  of  the  corps  lies  in  the 
tear.  Within  the  lost  few  days  a  considerable  camp  has 
been  established  on  the  slope  of  St.  Julien.  looking 
towards  us.  We  can  see  tho  white  tents,  and  the  red- 
legged  gentlemen  strolling  about  them.  Their  patrols, 
mounted  and  on  foot,  cross  our  front  so  near  that  the 
countenances  of  the  men  can  be  made  out  with  the  glass. 
The  Vrn&Aaa  Jeldiaackli  could  pick  them  off  quite  easily 
if  tliey  chose ;  but  there  is  au  order  against  firing  at 
small  detached  pai'lies.  The  French  do  not  show  ths-i 
same  civility.  A  single  man  cannot  show  himself  oa 
tlie  advance  line  without  being  blazed  at  by  a  regular' 
volley,  which  seldom  lakes  any  effect,  the  fii-ing  being  so 
wild.  The  guard  changing  is  a  great  time  for  a  waste  of 
French  powder  and  shot  all  along  the  line,  and  Bella 
CroiK  spitefully  throws  a  few  shells  on  tho  breweiy  on 
the  great  chauttee,  constituting  the  chief  forepost  on  our 
light  front.  Directly  in  front  of  us  is  Uontoy  and  ths 
important  forepost,  and  to  its  left  is  another  forepost  in 
an  isolated  house  on  another  cJiaiissi:e.  where  stood  a 
battery  of  Prussian  artillery  in  the  action  of  the  day  before 
yesterday,  that  did  much  execution  among  the  French 
troops.  Another  battei-y  stood  at  the  brewery  (Lauval- 
Here),  which  enfiladed  them  on  their  retreat,  which  vaa 
what  Mre.  MiJaprop  would  call  "precipitous." 

The  few  Prussian  soldiers  who  casually  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  French,  are  now  never  detained  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours.  One  of  tlie  men  tlius  relumed  has  informed 
me  that  the  scale  of  rations  issued  to  the  French  troops 
is  at  the  mte  of  one  loaf  to  eveiy  twelve  men  jier  day — 
about  four  men's  bread  according  to  the  ordinary 
and  a  scanty  portion  of  horseSesh.    On  tlie  ottiE 
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rations    are    full    and  good  in   the  Prussian  lines,  but 

I  extras  are  comparatively  dear.  A  dozen  of  eggs  coats 
about  two  shillings,  und  half  a  gallon  of  milk  about 
eighteen  pence,  but,  besides  being  dear,  such  delicacies 
are  very  scarce.  Tile  few  inhabitants  left  have  not  many 
fowls,  and  fewer  cows.  Their  disposition,  too.  is  the 
reverse  of  kindly  to  the  Prassian  troops,  and  some  strin- 
gent measures  liave  been  found  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to 
shooting  from  behind  hedges. 
do  not  tiiink  it  is  generally  known  in  England  how  thorough 
was  tlie  understanding  between  Baxaine  and  jUacMalion, 
and  iiow  detailed  was  the  programme  in  case  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  movement  of  the  latter.  Intercepted  letters 
bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  MacMahon  was  expected 
to  make  liis  appearance  from  the  Ardennes  about  the 
30th  of  August.  The  signal  for  the  Melz  army  was  to  be 
three  bombs  fired  in  the  air  by  MacMahon,  and  then  a 
eortie  was  to  be  made  at  the  same  moment  that  the  army 
<if  Chalons  was  to  fall  on  the  Prussian  rear.  It  is  actually 
the  case  that  Da^aine  was  cautioned  against  allowing  the 
guns  of  the  fortress  to  have  too  much  elevation  when 
£red  in  support  of  the  sortie,  to  obviate  the  risk  of  tlie 
projectiles  falling  in  the  co-operating  army  on  tlie 
fai-Uier  side  of  the  Prussians.  Had  Von  Moltke  and 
the  Crown  Prince  not  succeeded  in  baulking  the  scheme, 
well  planned  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  the  Prussian  armies 
might  not  have  been  lying  to-day  around  Paris  and 
Melz. 
■  Bazame  is  carefully  kept  informed  of  the  progress  of  tlio 
Prussian  arms  in  France.  Whenever  any  important 
event  takes  place,  such  as  the  surrender  of  Toul  and  of 
Strasburg,  a  parliamentaii-e  is  sent  forward  with  the  in- 
formation. The  other  day  Bazaine  sent  out  to  Prince 
Frederick  Charles  with  a  reiju-est  for  some  newspapers, 
and  fdes  of  English,  German,  and  French  journals  were 
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promptly  sent  in  to  him.     1  fear  he  diil  not  lake  r 

encouragement  from  the  infotniation  wliicli  tliey  afforded  ' 
him.     So  grimly  desirous  were   the  PniBsians  that  he 
should  be  fully  postprl  up  in  everything  that  was  going 
forward,  ^at  one  of  Bazaine's  general  otflcers  was  sedu' 
lou sly  forwarded  to  Ibe  Meuse  immediately  after  the  hattlaJ 
of  Sedan,  and  allowed  to  acquaint  himself  thoroughly^ 
with  the  untoward  aspect  of  afTiirs  there.     Inside  Metsg 
•      the   Courtvr  de   la   Moielle.  it  is  believed,  is  e 

lished.     A  prisoner  recently  returned  smuggled  out  i 
copy  a  few  days  old,  which  contained  an  address  froni4 
Baznine  to  his  army.      Tn  it  be  told  them  not  to  b6 
downcast,  far  less  to  think  of  rlisaffection,  for  that  within 
a  few  weelia  he  would  turn  the  tables  on  the  Prussians 
by  taking  the  larger  proportion  of  their  guns,  and  great 
store  of  their  provisions.     In  the  meantime  he  eiijaine4  J 
viplance  and  constant  alertness,  and  commended  to  tuA'l 
officei-s  the  sedulous  study  of  tlie  writings  of  the  Arch-  ^ 
duke  Charles,  of  Frederiek  the  Great  and  of  the  History 
of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  to  learn  the  science  of  con- 
ducting  the   defence   of  a  fortress.     Had    the   oflicei* 
received  a  proper  niilitarj- education,  like  tliat  imparted 
to  e%'ery  Prussian    officer,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
counselling  them  to  "  road  up  "  now,  when  the  pinch  has 

When  the  French  make  n  sortie  their  scheme  of  advance 
is  very  characteristic.     They  scuttle  out  from  the  shelter 
of  the  fortresses  in  the  loosest  skirinlshing  order,  and 
widi  great  rapidity  till   lliey  reach  intermediate  spaces 
sheltered  from  the  Prussian  fire,  whether  by  woods  or  by  J 
the  configuration  of  the  ground.     In  these  they  sccunin-   [ 
late  their  masses,  and  come  forward  in  dense  columns.  \ 
But  they  have  never  yet.  save  at  Colonibey  the  oilier  day, 
and  that  by  an  unwonted  surprise,  succeeded  in  getting  ] 
close  to  the  Prusaiat)  first  line.    The  artillery  goes  i 


b.] 


COVRCELLES. 


k  with  its  deadly  practice,  nnd  tliere  is  no  allemative 
but  a  rapid  retreHt.  These  demonstralions  are  aiwnye 
accompanied  by  a  cannonade  from  the  fortresses  of  Belle 
Croix  and  St.  Julien,  but  never  by  tlie  dischmge  of  field 
artillery.  This  latter  circumstance  leads  the  Prussians 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  French  must  be  short  of  am- 
. munition  for  tbtir  6eld-guiis;  and  tbisaeems  probable, 
looking  to  the  lavish  use  tliey  made  of  them  at  Grave- 
lotte.  There  must  bo  mortals  in  Belle  Croix  of  great 
magnitude,  for  I  saw  to-day,  by  Lauvallicre,  lying  in  the 
ditch,  a  huge  shell,  which  could  not  have  been  Ibkb  thun 
a  7M-poundcr.  that  had  been  a  compliment  from  thatfort* 
It  was  uneiploded — a  fact  noticeable  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  French  shells.  Tlie  battle  of  Courcelles.  on 
the  I4th  August,  fought  by  the  Third  Army,  now  lying 
around  Mclz,  when  General  SKinmetz  held  the  command 
of  it,  has  hardly  received  the  attention  merited  by  an 
engagement  so  obstinate  and  bloody.  It  may  give  yoti 
some  idea  of  what  it  cost  to  win  it,  when  I  give  details 
of  the  losses  suffered  by  some  of  the  regiments.  On 
the  Uth  August,  and  in  the  minor  fights  of  the  30th  and 
91st  of  the  same  mouih.  and  ihoae  dui-ing  the  course  of 
the  pret^ent,  this  4lb  Itegiment,  with  which  1  now  am,  has 
lost  (killed  and  wounded)  Ibiity-five  oflicei-s  out  of  a  total 
ofsisty,  and  1.000  men  out  of  3.000.  Tlie  45th  Regiment, 
slao  lying  in  Ihisvicinity,  has  lost  yet  more  of  its  officers. 
Out  of  sisty  no  fewer  than  forty-two  have  fallen.  The  result 
is  that  a  large  number  of  under-olScers  have  received 
commissions.  As  tliese  are  comparatively  inexperienced 
in  tbcir  new  duties,  they  daily  receive  assiduous  intitruc- 
tions  from  their  seniors.  These  informal  lectures  are 
highly  interesting-— not  a  few  officers  of  the  British  service 
vould  greatly  benefit  by  ulb^nding  them.  The  troops 
also  are  drilled  daily,  notwithstiinding  tliat  they  are  in 
front  of  the  enemy.     This  morning  I  watched  a  wholo 


battalion  at  skirmishing  drill,  and  a  right  pretly  sight  it  ' 
was.     The  recruits  that  have  come  forward  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  spend  hours  daily  in  perfecting  their 
drill,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  whole  army  La  sedulously 
mainlained  at  the  highest  pitch. 

The  following  letter  from  the  same  Correspondent,  dated 
Noisseville,  October  Q.  and  written  in  the  first  line  helore 
Metz,  gives  a  detailed  account  of  tlie  fortiti cations  by  which 
ilely.  was  defended,  and  under  the  shelter  of  which  Bazoius 
and  hia  army  lay  for  more  than  two  months : — 

The  town  of  Metz,  with  the  great  Cathedral,  lies  for  tha 
most  part  on  the  east  side  of  a  hranch  of  the  Moselle, 
which  forks  off  trom  the  main  stream  at  La  Grange  aux 
Dames,  and  forms  the  islands  of  Chambicre,  and  lower 
down  of  Sfluley  and  St,  Simphorien.  A  large  suburb, 
however,  stands  on  the  first  of  these  islands.  The  inner 
fortifications  surround  the  town  continuously,  with  the 
exception  of  one  gap  to  the  southward,  which  is  covered 
efficiently  by  the  branch  of  tlie  Moselle  which  divides 
the  islands  of  Snuley  and  St.  Simphorien.  On  the  north 
of  the  Isle  de  Chambicre,  are  two  important  forts  on  the 
inner  line,  one  at  the  north- western  angle  of  the  enceinte, 
the  other  detached  in  tlie  plain  of  the  island,  hut  con- 
nected witli  the  enceinle  by  a  covered  way.  On  the  south 
of  the  inner  line  arc  the  Redoubt  du  Pate  to  the  east, 
and  the  Lunette  d'Arcon  to  the  west,  both  connected 
with  the  enceinle  by  a  covered  way.  The  western  side  of 
the  inner  line  is  covered  by  the  great  Fort  Moselle,  on  the 
farther  side  of  the  main  stream  of  the  Moselle,  a  double 
crown  work  of  immense  strength  and  magnitude,  enclos- 
ing great  magazines  and  arsenals.  To  the  south  of  it 
the  bastion  of  lie  Sauley  sends  out  a  long  spur  of  ford- 
fications,  which  crosses  the  Mosdle,  and  terminates  in  a 
redoubt  on  the  farther  side.     Nor  is  Iho  eastern  side  of 
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the  InDer  line  less  strongly  protected.  In  front  of  the 
tticeinla  looms  tlie  great  double  crown  work  of  Belle 
Croix,  Cormontaigne's  masterpiece,  to  the  full  as  large 
as  Fort  Moselle,  and  more  highly  favoured  by  its  natural 
posiUon.  Tothe south  of  it  stands  Fort  Gisors,  aminor 
detached  fortification  which  serves  to  complete  the  cir- 
cuit of  conDection  with  the  Itedoubt  du  Pate  on  the 
south.  Thus  the  town  of  Wetz  is,  in  fact,  environed  by 
two  Unes  of  fortifications,  Uie  continuous  enceinte  with 
its  bastions  and  what  I  may  term  llie  outer  cordon  of 
the  inner  circle  having  intimate   connection  witli   the 


f  Of  themselves  these  defences  would  make  the  place  all  but 
impregnable,  but  they  are  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant defences  of  this  extraordinary  fortress,  lliere  is  an 
outer  circle  of  detached  fortifications,  each  of  which  is 
the  complement  of  the  other,  and  of  which  no  one  can  bo 
assailed  without  the  assailant  laying  his  account  to  be 
enfiladed  by  at  least  two  of  the  others.  Let  me  begin 
'with  these  at  the  Moselle,  on  the  north  of  the  town  at 
La  Grange  aux  Dames,  and  work  round,  proceeding  first 
in  an  easterly  direction.  Afler  cUmbing  the  bank  of  the 
stream,  we  come  to  the  cliaiusee  leading  to  Bouzon- 
ville,  and  crossing  it  we  almost  immediately  come  on  the 
great  glacis  of  Fort  St.  Julien,  This  is  an  outlying  fort 
of  the  first  magnitude,  covering  the  whole  of  the  low 
summit  of  a  natural  emineuce,  and  having  on  three 
sides  a  natural  glacis — therefore  of  great  estenL  It  lies 
about  two  Lnglisli  miles  from  Metz,  iu  a  north-easterly 
direction,  and  a  little  to  the  north-east  of  it  is  the  Monas- 
ter)' and  wood  gf  Grimont,  the  former  of  which  has  been 
scientifically  diverted  from  ecclesias ileal  to  military  pur- 
poses. About  a  mile  and  a  half  due  south  of  St.  Jullen, 
and  about  a  mile  due  east  from  Fort  Belle  Croix,  is 
Fort  Les  BotCes,  a  great  hog-backed  structure  chiefly  of 
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eanh.  wliich  haa  lieeti  Uirnwn  up  as  a  precaulionaiy  j 
nieasiire.  either  immediately  beFore  nr  Immediately  after 
the  ourbreak  of  the  wur.  Its  poNition  is  very  important 
as  B  link  between  St  Julien  and  Fort  Queleu,  on  the 
Bouih.  It  stands  a  Utile  to  the  south  of  the  great  fhauMfs 
from  MetJE  to  Saarlnuta  and  Saarbruck.  while  as  yet  the 
bisection  bus  not  taken  place.  Forward  aliout  a  mila 
from  Les  Bottes,  and  on  the  chaiasire  just  before  it 
bisects,  is  a  village  named  Relle  Croix,  which  must  not, 
however,  be  confounded  with  tho  fort  of  the  same  name. 
Here,  also,  there  are  many  canhworks  and  gnns,  but  the 
latter,  for  the  most  part,  ore  fiL>!d  artillery,  and  paucity  of 
ammunition  keeps  them  tolerably  quiet.  About  a  mile' 
and  a  half  south  of  Fort  Les  Botles,  and  about  the  same 
distance  from  Metz,  ia  Fort  Queleu.  also  an  important 
structure,  dominating  the  main  road  to  Sli-asburg  aod 
the  adjoining  Hat  country  ds  far  as  the  telegraph  on 
the  elevated  ground  before  Merey-le-Haut.  Turning 
now  westward,  and  inclining  to  the  south,  we  come  to 
Fort  St.  Privat,  at  a.  distance  of  about  two  and  a  half 
niiles  both  from  Les  Bott«3  and  Metz.  Its  value  consists 
in  the  command  it  has  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  valley  at 
the  Moselle,  of  the  road  from  Nancy  and  of  the  railway 
lines  ivbich  converge  behind  it.  Leaving  it,  we  come  to 
the  Moselle  again,  this  lime  on  the  souih-west  side  of 
tlie  town,  and  striking  up  due  north,  we  have  nothing  in 
tlie  shape  of  fortilications  till  we  climb  the  great  hump, 
on  the  top  of  which  stands  Fort  St.  Quentin.  the  greatest 
outwork  of  Metz.  St.  Quentin  is  a  complete  fortress  in 
itself:  it  could  hold  out  were  all  its  neiglibours  taken,  and 
it  may  safely  be  termed  impregnable,  looking  at  tba 
combined  strength  of  its  natural  position  and  its  vast 
fortifications.  Not  only  does  it  dominate  the  country 
to  tlie  south,  south-west,  west  and  north-west,  but  it 
lis  outward  to  the  east,  and  i(s  great  guns  would  play 
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■n  important  part  id  the  defeDce  agaiiist  an  atiock  on 
tlie  inner  fortifications  of  Metz,  North-west  of  it,  about 
B  mile  on  the  top  of  the  bluffs,  lies  Fort  Plappeville,  or 
Lea  Cariieres,  llie  nalurnl  poBilion  of  which  is  not  eo 
strong  as  that  of  St.  Quunlin,  because  the  elevation  on 
which  it  Elanils  is  not  isolated,  while  it  is  open  in 
the  rear,  and  therefore  requires  St  Qiieniin  us  tlie  com- 
plement of  its  defeoce.  ll.  however,  acts  as  a  defence 
oyer  a  great  tract  of  country  to  the  west,  and  keeps  a 
besieging  force  at  a  ref^jiei^tful  distance,  so  that  it  ciumot 
reach  the  eJRo  of  the  bluiTs  and  piwh  projectiles  down 
into  Metz.  Due  north  from  Melz,  about  two  niiles,  and 
standing  in  the  middle  of  tlie  plain,  hounded  by  the 
Thionville  Railway  on  ihe  west,  and  tlie  Moselle  on  tlie 
east,  lies  Fort  St.  Eloy,  the  la.'st  and  not  the  least  inipor- 
tant  of  the  outworks  of  Melz.  Its  province  is,  in  com- 
bination with  St.  Julien,  to  take  care  of  tlie  valley  of  the 
Idoselle  to  the  northward,  and  to  dominate  the  great 
road  to  Thionville.  All  these  fortifications  (except  the 
little  Belle  Croix ),  are  furnished  with  heavy  guns  of  posi- 
tion, and  it  is  believed  tliat  there  is  no  lack  of  ammuni- 
tion for  the  use  of  these  great  foitress  guns,  at  hough 
I  field-artillery  nTiimunition  is  sliort.  Besides  their  field 
anilleiy.  the  Prussians  have  forty  24-pounders  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Moselle,  and  no  more.  Their  posiiion, 
tlien.  is  dicinted  at  once  by  sound  military  conditions, 
since  a  blockade  answers  as  well  the  puqiose  they 
have  in  view,  and  by  a  policy  to  which   I   shall  refer 

Our  position  here — into  which  we  marched  last  night— is 
sufficiently  far  advanced  to  make  its  occupation  very 
ticklish  work.  The  village  is  within  easy  range  of  the 
shell-fire,  either  from  tit  JuEien  or  Fort  Les  Bottes. 
while  the  field-guns  at  the  little  Belle  Croix  are,  so  to 
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speak,  just  over  the  way.  The  village  constitutes  part  of 
the  line  of  the  Prussian  entrench lueiits ;  eveiy  cottage  13 
a  stronghold ;  in  every  street,  alley,  and  gap  is  on  earth- 
work. Wc  are  now  in  front  of  the  breweiy  at  Lao- 
vallidre,  a  little  behind  the  line  of  which  we  lay  at  Flan- 
ville.  About  three  hundred  yards  to  our  right  front,  in 
the  bottom  of  a  ralher  abrupt  valley,  is  the  village  of 
Xouilly,  which  belongs  to  neither  side.  Just  outside  of 
it,  on  the  French  side,  and  to  the  north-west,  begins  the 
Bois  de  Griniont,  on  the  southern  edge  of  which  lies  the 
village  of  lley,  occupied  by  the  French.  The  Bois  de 
Grimont  swarms  with  tlieir  tirailleurs ;  we  can  see  their 
red  breeches  through  the  trees,  and  they  also  aci]uaint  us 
with  then-  presence  by  filing  occasionally  at  our  cavalry 
patrols  when  they  imagine  they  come  too  near  the  wood. 
Last  night  I  went  on  iJie  farthest  feldtcacht.  just  behind 
the  village  of  Nouilly,  and  T  remained  there  during  the 
night  with  the  lieutenant  in  command,  As  soon  as  he 
relieved  his  predecessors,  be  throw  forward  a  sergeant's 
party  into  Nouilly,  with  ordere  to  hold  it  to  day-light. 
About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  our  cavalry  patrols, 
supported  by  an  infanby  detachment,  felt  their  way  to 
the  edge  of  the  Bois  de  Grimont,  and  then  encounteretl 
B  fierce  but  wild  discharge  of  musketry.  They  fell  back 
on  the  sergeant's  pai'ty  in  Nouilly,  who  held  the  placo 
till  they  could  discern  the  advance  of  large  detachments 
of  French  troops.  The  ehols  had  stirred  up  the  three 
battalions  lying  in  and  around  Kley,  and  they  had  come 
out  on  the  ramtKige  to  annihilate  the  pati'ols  and  what- 
ever else  ehould  come  in  their  way.  The  Prussian 
sergeant  in  Nouilly,  however,  quietly  fell  back  on  his 
supporting  /ddviaclu,  where  the  lieutenant  stood  fast  till 
ho  could  see  the  Frenchmen  swarming  into  Nouilly,  and 
then  we  .fell  back  on  the  rejAif,  which  in  turn  supported 
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I  the  feldicaeiit.  It  diil  one  good  to  see  the  coolness  of  the 
officer,  It  young  lieutenant,  not  to  all  appearance  over 
twenty-five,  but  who  wears  tte  '6tt  medal.  I  asked  him 
why,  looking  at  the  seeming  strength  of  the  approaching 
force,  he  did  not  give  a  general  alarm.  Tlie  apparatus 
for  this  purpose  is  complete.  A  fusee  thrown  into  the 
bonfire  on  the  edge  of  the  replie  post  would  bring  JO, 000 
men  under  arms  in  ten  minutes,  and  the  artillery  gallop- 
ing to  the  front  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  But  it  was 
exactly  the  responsibility  of  such  a  general  disturbance 
that  prevented  bim  from  crj'ing '"Wolf " — although,  to 
ray  judgment,  there  seemed  cause  enough.  The  event 
proved  how  wisely  Lieutenant  von  Versin  had  learned  to 
calculate  contingencies.  The  French  were  content  tem- 
porarily to  occupy  Nouilly,  and  after  a  brief  stay  fell  back 
on  their  original  position  at  Mey,  But  if  he  refrained 
from  giving  the  alarm,  he  did  not  allow  a  single  precau- 
tion to  escape  him.  His  company  was  extended  in 
skirmishing  order  on  both  sides  of  the  post,  ready  to 
retard  the  French  advance  should  it  have  taken  place. 
As  it  was,  a  great  number  of  shots  were  exchanged,  but 
no  harm  was  done  on  either  side. 

I  Around  the  church  of  this  village  there  is  a  repUe  post, 
occupied  by  a  company.  Tlie  church  itself,  by  tlie  way, 
is  a  very  interesting  structure.  Of  great  age  and  con- 
siderable architectural  pretensions,  it  has  been  pounded 
with  sheik  more  severely  than  any  building  I  have  ever 
seen.  Tho  French  pelted  it  on  one  side,  the  Prussians 
on  the  other.  The  steeple  was  originally  square,  now  it 
is  roughly  round ;  there  are  great  gaps  in  the  walls  and 
holes  in  ihe  roof,  and  the  birds  are  singing  merrily  in 
tlie  hall-ruined  structure.  Theciirc  has  remained  byhia 
churcii,  and,  strange  to  say,  his  residence  has  escaped 
Vfith  very  little  damage.     The  colonel  is  his  guest,  or 


luUier  he  is  llic  colonel's  guest,  for  he  boa  nothing  to  e«t 
but  whflt  i*  puitYyed'by  our  worthy  OLertt.     The  good 
eufi  Hpcnks  liermun  6u«iilly,  and  geis  a  salute   frtiin 
erery^toily  he  pnsaes;  be  tukes  the  firing  very  coolly,  and 
Mcro*  in  remarkably  f^ood  spirits,  all  things  coD&itlered. 
Iliit  lo  return  to  my  rtplie  round  llie  shattered  church, 
or  die  oSicer  wbn  was  iu  charge  of  it  for  the  day  [  am 
here  the  esptrdnl  guettt,  and   I  fouod  my  way  into  Itis 
■hanty  after  coming  oS  re/Aii  in  the  morning.     Till  about 
one  o'clouk  all  was  quiet — the  men  lay  about  on  the  sttatr.    . 
tmuking  or  sleeping,  and  the  cavalry  videttes,  a  hundred    ' 
yards  to  our  front,    circled   leisurely.     Suddenly  th«n 
came  a  fipaiiering  Cha^seput  tire  from  the  riflemen  o 
the  little  Itelle  Croix,  directed  against  an  infontr)-  patro' 
which  was  beating  the  foregiound.    The  bullets  ami' 
whiHlling  over  the  rei'lU  post  as  the  lieutenant  and  mj 
KcIf  jnmped  up  to  see  wbnt  was  the  matter.     One  hit  th< 
ground  a  little  to  our  frotit.  ricochetted  between  \in.  ant' 
lodgi^d  in  tlie  ann  of  a  soldier  who  was  lying  down  a 
little  in  our  rear.     The  order  was  for  all  to  get  und«r  \ 
cover  immediately,    but    Lieutenant   Werth   had    Eome    I 
difGeulty  in  getting  obeyed,  so  eager  were  bis  fellows  to   I 
sec  what  wns  going  on.     Behimself  stood  coolly  expoafid   | 
M  the  bullets  came  whistling  by,  minding  tliem  no  mora 
than  if  they  had  been  so  niiiny  buzzing  flies.     Firing  with 
the  French  is  infectious,  and  it  was  Liken  up  all  along 
the  line  as  far  as  Mey,  for  what  reason  it  was  impossible 
to  Kay.     The  Pmssiuns  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
reply,  and  the  videttes   phlegm  a  tically  continued  Uiejr 
cii'eling.     In  about  an  hour  the  French  fire  died  away, 
having,  so  far  as  1  am  aware,  occasioned  no  casualty,  save    ' 
the  woimd  lo  the  man  in  our  replie. 

About   two  o'elock  wo  observed  that  a    Prussian  balteiy, 
etnlioned  across  the  valley  at  a  place  named  Longeaa, 
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about  a  mile  nearer  Mete  llian  St.  Gennains  (where  was 
finished  the  battle  of  Gravelulte),  ami  on  the  great  road 
between  Metz  and  PMiis,  was  firing  shells  down  into  the 
valley  below.  Everybody  expected  to  see  St.  Qaenlin 
interfere  with  this  game,  which  it  could  easily  hnve  done. 
for  Longeau  is  not  above  a  mile  and  a  half  front  that 
fort;  but  its  grim  sides  remained  without  a  single  wreath 
of  smoke,  while  the  white  pufTs  continued  rising  rapidly 
from  the  battery  at  Longeau.  Preseuily  a  great  smoke 
ai'ose  ill  the  valley,  evidently  the  result  of  the  BhelUfire, 
and  with  the  combined  aid  of  our  glasses  and  our 
maps,  we  made  out  that  the  village  of  Moulin  s-les- Metz 
was  bui-ning.  This  village  is  close  to  St,  Huffine,  and 
adjacent  to  the  rivor,  between  which  latter  ami  the  village 
there  is  an  earthwork.  Our  conjecture  vm  that  French 
troops  were  engaged  in  strengthening  this  earthwork 
when  the  Prussians  opened  tire,  and  that  a  casual  shell 
set  light  to  Mouiina.  It  burned  fiercely  till  late  in  the 
evening.  A  little  burning  job  is  chalked  out  on  this  sido 
for  to-night.  The  village  of  Nouilly  before  us  here  is 
known  to  have  in  it  considerable  stores  of  provisions, 
secreted  by  the  villagers,  who  are  now  inside  Metz.  The 
Prussians  cannot  succeed  in  unearthing  these  stores,  but 
the  peiiBRnis  reveal  the  secret  to  their  countrymen,  and 
it  ia  believed  that  the  Frenrh  troops  last  night  tooksume 
food  away  witli  them.  The  effectual  manner  to  prevent 
B  repetition  of  this  is  to  bum  the  village,  and  with  it  the 
Becrot  stores  which  it  contiiins,  and  this  project  it  is  in- 
tended to  carry  out  to-night. 
iDurin;,;  the  afternoon  Flappeville  fired  a  few  shells  Irom  its 
great  <;uns  on  the  west  side,  and  St.  Jullen  also  sent  a. 
few  in  the  direction  of  the  M'lselle,  but  the  tire  seemed 
more  jiour  pniser  U  tempt  than  anj-tbing  else.  All  the 
moi-ning,  on  the  space  before  their  camp,  between  St. 
Julien  and  Les  Bottes,  the  French  infantry  were  drilling 
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assiduously  in  considerable  numbers.  We  could  Be« 
their  bayaiiGts  glitlering  brightly  in  the  sun.  On  the 
■  environs  of  Fort  St.  Julieo  are  observable  considerable 
numbers  of  horses  grazing,  but  although  I  looked  care- 
fully witli  my  gloss,  I  could  not  discern  a  single  bullock. 

FlanvilU,  Oct.  1.- — This  morning,  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock,  the  guns  of  Mont  St.  Quentia  sent  a  few  shots  in 
the  direction  of  Gravelotte,  whether  by  way  of  a  friendly 
morning  salute,  or  to  cover  a  sortie  in  that  direction,  vie 
have  here  no  means  of  learning  as  yet.  However,  a  little 
later  in  the  day,  there  was  observable  a  great  cloud  of 
dust  between  St.  Julien  and  the  town  of  Metz,  betweea 
the  intervening  swell.  This  could  only  be  ascribable  ta 
the  march  of  a  large  force  in  tlie  direction  of  Mont  St. 
Quentin  and  Flappeville,  and  it  may  be  that  a  mors 
serious  attack  may  take  place  tomight  in  the  direction  I 
have  indicated.  Between  twelve  and  one  Fort  St.  Julien 
also  gave  tongue,  sending  a  few  shots  over  the  Moselle  ia 
tlie  direction  of  Woippy  ;  but  there  was  a  long  interval 
between  each  discharge,  and  it  did  not  appear  as  if 
anything  serious  was  going  on  opposite  to  ua. 

A  siege  is  proverbially  tedious  work,  especially  when  that 
siege  takes  the  form  of  "■  masterly  inactivity  "  on  the  part 
of  the  investing  force.  There  is  not  much  for  one  to 
chronicle,  except  when  a  sortie  takes  place,  andaforepost 
skirmish  may  be  reckoned  quite  a  godsend.  I  have  not 
even  a  skirmish  to  write  about,  and  perhaps,  in  the  dearth 
of  other  matter,  B  short  sketch  of  the  manner  of  our  lifa 
here  iu  the  front  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  your 
readers. 

The  whole  of  the  battalion  to  which  I  almost  consider 
myself  as  belonging— the  2nd  of  the  4th  Eegiment  —lies 
in  this  village,  which  is  very  small,  The  men  are  packed 
closely  in  the  houses,  occupying  lofts,  passages,  sheds, 
and  every  other  availahlfi  shred  of  cover.     The  officers 
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occupy  two  chateaux,  both  of  which  were  beautiful  resi- 
dences before  war  laid  tbem  waste.  The  colonel's  chiiteau 
etill  ba^  its  gardea  undestrojed — a  paradise  of  sweet 
scented  flowers,  with  here  a  fountain,  and  there  a  leafy 
bower.  Our  chateau  lias  had  harder  fortune.  A  com- 
pany of  men,  as  well  as  a  number  of  ofiicers,  occupy  its 
spacious  chambers ;  on  the  lawn  outside  are  stacked  the 
needle- guns,  ready  for  immediate  use,  and  the  flower-beds 
are  trodden  down  almost  beyond  the  powerof  recognition. 
A  corporal-sckafl  occupies  the  conservatory,  and  the 
flower-garden  is  converted  into  a  drill-ground.  The 
chateau  was  pelted  by  the  French  in  the  battle  of  the  1st 
of  September — it  is  hardly  now  outside  the  range  of 
their  guns — and  tlie  roof  has  been  shattered  by  shells. 
We  occupy  the  drawing-room,  in  which  are  two  great 
mirrors  reaching  to  the  roof.  The  one  over  the  mantel- 
piece has  been  penetrated  by  a  bullet  exactly  in  the 
centre,  and  is  fantastically  starred  in  all  directions. 

In  die  grey  morning,  unless  we  have  been  previously  roused 
by  firing  on  the  front,  the  soldier-ser^'anls  come  into  our 
drawing-room  bedroom,  bringing  the  morning  oofl'ee. 
Long  before,  the  soldiers  on  the  other  side  of  the  par- 
tition have  been  stirring,  and  they  are  the  merriest,  the 
most  noisy  set  of  "  Kerla  "  imaginable.  After  cofTeo, 
Jrill  begins.  The  young  soldiers  are  at  the  goose-step 
in  the  flower-garden ;  the  older  hands  practising  sl;ir- 
inisiiing  by  companies  in  the  neighbouring  vineyards. 
At  nine  comes  appell — a  kind  of  pMade  without  arms,  at 
which  the  clothes  and  accoutrements  of  the  men  are 
carefully  inspected.  The  appell  only  takes  place  occa- 
sionally, but  the  under-ofGcera  have  a  minor  api>ell  every 
day,  at  each  of  which  in  turn  there  is  an  inspection  of  a 
separate  article.  Now  it  is  arms,  now  boots,  now  cloaks. 
The  under  oflicer  is  responsible  for  the  condition  of  his 
uhaft  or  squad,  and  be  takes  care  he  shall  not  incur  a 
K  2 
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reprimanil  through  any  want  of  vigilance.  After  apj)«ll 
the  officers  breakTasU  The  feeding  is  homely,  and  eaten  ■ 
in  a  homely  fashion— clean  plates,  or  plates  of  any  kiodfl 
not  being  plentiful,  and  the  glass-ware  decidedly  deficienL-l 
But  there  never  wants  a  hearty  appetite  ;  and  for  a  giiest  I 
like  myself,  a  hearty  welcome  and  a  frank  kindliness  that 
I  never  can  forget.  Breakfast  over,  conies  an  internal 
of  vigiting.  gossiping,  and  beer-drinking  ;  for  we  have 
our  own  "  marketender  "  on  the  lawn,  and  Saarbnick  I 
is  only  forty  miles  awny.  Some  write,  some  read,-! 
oihei-B  sleep  :  it  is  astonishing  how  much  sleep  it  takesf 
to  tire  some  people.  The  men  employ  themaelves 
in  tailoring,  in  seeing  to  the  rations,  in  conducting  tJie 
cooking  of  tlie  dinner,  and  in  smoking  in  the  l>right 
sunshine.  Dinner  is  ratlier  a  discursive  meal;  you 
imegine  you  have  finished  it  when  you  have  eaten  of  ihe  ] 
rice,  the  soup,  and  the  mincemcBt  in  your  own  parti- 
cular room,  but  going  (be  round  you  tind  auother  mess 
devoting  their  attention  to  plums  and  tchiitkeii,  and  yon  . 
join  in  of  course.  Then  ynu  go  a  little  farther,  and  fi 
the  inmates  of  anoUier  room  topping  oET  with  chocolate  \ 
or  coffee  and  &  petit  verre.  Of  course  you  ai'e  asked  to  I 
partake,  and  equally  of  course  you  do  so.  After  dinner  I 
is  the  siesta.  The  quarters  are  then  as  quiet  as  In  the  I 
dead  of  night.  In  an  hour  or  two  a  sprightly  officer  1 
awakens,  and  assiduously  devotes  himself  to  the  stirring  I 
lip  of  bis  more  drowsy  brother- officers.  A  pack  of  carda  * 
comes  to  the  surface  somehow,  and  presently  tho  round  'I 
table  is  suiToutided  by  a  circle  of  card-pluyers,  the  game  I 
proceeding  with  a  considerable  amount  of  noise,  owin|f  I 
to  a  habit  most  Prussiaiks  have  of  all  speaking  at  once,  f 
each  at  the  top  of  his  voice.  Those  who  are  not  at  the  I 
card-table  sti'oil  out  to  visit  the  brother-officer  who  is  J 
on  the  Ttpiif,  drop  in  upon  llie  worthy  major  and  I 
colonel,  whom  they  find  placidly  smoking  in  their  beauti- 
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fill    ganlen,  or  watch  FurC    St.  Julien    and    tlie  French 

I  tents  through  tlieir  glasses.  Deep  as  the  interest  may 
)  be  in  the  game  which  is  being  played  at  the  card-table, 
.  that  and  all  otlier  lucal  interest  failes  into  nothing  at  the 
api>eai'ance  or  the  tuider  ofBei^r  who  has  been  over  to 
head-quarters  to  the  field-post.  It  is  good  to  watch  the 
coniitenances  as  the  letters,  hurriedly  opened,  are  being 
pored  over  with  eager  races,  Tlie  eyes  of  the  portly 
Cantzic  premier-lieutenant  on  the  sofa  become  strangely 
I  moist  as  tlie  crumpled  fuchsia  and  rose-bud  drop  out  of 
t  bia  letter,  the  fragrance  still  clinging  about  them  as  wheD 
they  had  been  placed  there  as  a  love-token  from  the  chil- 
.  drea  he  has  left  at  home.  What  is  that  which  the  hand- 
some young  lieutenant  hurriedly  clutches  as  It  falls  out  of 
the  envelope,  and  pushes  inside  his  tunic  on  the  side  next 
his  heart  ?  I  dun't  think  it  is  a  bill  ft-om  his  tailor.  H<i 
would  not  smile  so  if  it  were  a  dunning  letter  he  was 

I  reading,  and  the  most  gushing  man  is  not  addicted  to 
(he  practice  of  stealthily  kissing  a  letter  from  his  lailor  ere 
he  consigns  it  to  his  breast  pocket.  Depend  upon  it  the 
lieutenant  is  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  the  girl  of  his 
heart,  far  away  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  has  not  for- 
gotten him.  The  domestic  side  of  the  German  character 
comes  out  very  strong  in  this  intcn-al  of  letter-reading. 
Nearly  all  ihe  officers  of  the-  4th  are  from  the  same 
district,  and  the  letter  of  one  ofUcer  commonly  contains 
messt^es  to  others  who  at  home  are  friends  and  neigh- 
bours. I  was  amused  to-day  by  the  amazed  delight 
of  a  grizzled  officer  who  must  have  seen  close  on  fifty 
years,  when  he  lookod  at  the  superscription  of  one  of  his 
leilera,  "  Oott  in  kiminel!  it's  from  the  old  mother,"  he 
■  cried.  Then  came  quite  a  gusli  of  interest  as  to  the  age 
of  the  old  [a<Iy.  and  when  he  told  us  with  some  pride 
that  she  was  close  on  ninety,  the  "  Donncrwetlers  "  were 
many  and  hearty.     After  the  letters  come  the  perusal  of 
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the  newspapers  and  gossiping  as  to  tbcir  contents,  and 
the  probable  tactics  of  Bismarck — it  is  always  fiismarck 
who  is  named.  When  darkness  falls,  we  have  music  and 
dancing.  One  of  our  volunteers  is  a  brilliant  instru- 
mentalist, and  he  comes  don-n  from  his  lofty  abode  near 
tjie  roof,  and  plays  our  piano  in  the  drawing-room.  Now 
it  is  "  Die  Wacht  am  Rhein,"  the  officers  chiniing  in 
with  the  words,  and  the  men  on  the  farther  side  of  the 
partition  and  out  in  the  environs  taking  up  the  strain, 
till  the  volume  of  sound  must  sweep  over  the  glades  and 
the  mined  vineyards  to  the  French  field-watches  outside 
Belle  Croix  and  St.  Julien.  I  wonder  what  they  think 
of  the  melody,  and  how  they  like  it  as  a  reply  to  th» 
shouts,  '■  A  Berlin  I"  "  X  Berlin  !"  with  which  they  tavAa 
the  Boulevards  ring  not  three  short  months  ago?  Now  it 
is  a  waltz  which  the  young  volunteer  plays,  and  then  the 
spectacle  would  greatly  delight  Mr.  Spurgeon,  who  is  an 
advocate  for  male  dancing  with  male.  A  lissom  young 
officer,  who,  if  he  were  not  a  gallant  fellow  with  medals 
on  his  breast,  would  have  made  a  capital  dancing-mastcTr 
treats  us  to  a  burlesque  rendering  of  the  cancan,  and  the- 
music  gets  into  the  head  of  a  rotund  officer  of  middle 
age,  who  exeeules  the  most  fantastic  capers  with  a  sup- 
pleness, and  at  the  same  time  a  gravity,  that  sets  every- 
body in  a  roar.  He  infects  the  rest,  and  for  the  time 
one  might  imagine  he  was  in  the'company  of  a  congre- 
gation of  dancing  dervishes.  But  we  must  not  keep  the 
men  awake,  and,  in  truth,  nobody  cares  to  he  a  late  sitter 
himself.  By  ten  o'clock  we  are  all  in  bed,  the  whole 
placed  wrapped  in  slumher,  save  the  sentries  who  but- 
round  us  with  a  cordon  through  which  a  mouse  conld 
not  creep.  No  more  could  a  mouse  creep  into  or  out  of 
Metz.  The  sentry's  orders  are  precise  to  allow  nobody 
to  pass  through  after  nightfall  on  any  pretest  whatever. 
liSst  night  an  officer  and  myself,  who  had  been  out  on 
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^^1  file  foreposts,  allowed  darkness  to  overtake  us  before  our 
^H  return.  As  we  approached  the  chain  of  senti'Ies,  the 
^H  stem  "halt  "came  to  us  through  the  darkness.  "Officer," 
^H  was  the  reply,  but  it  availed  nothing— notwithstanding 

^H  that  the  sentry  belonged  to  the  officer's  own  regiment. 
^V  We  had  to  stand  till  a  party  came  to  conduct  us  to  the 
^^B  guard,  and  then  the  officer  "went  back  and  praised  the 

^^m  sentry  for  the  creditable  maaner  in  which  he  had  done 
^M         bis  duty. 

^H    Nousn-UIe.  Oct.  3. — Yesterday  afternoon  orders  suddenly 
^^B        reached  the  4tb  Regiment  to  get  ready  for  a  march.    The 
^^H        report  went  round  that  the  corps  was  to  be  relieved  from 
^^H        the  siege  and  be  despatched  to  Paris,  whereat  there  was 
^^P         great  rejoicing,  and  the  cancan  and  the  capers  over  again- 
But  the  anticipations  were  doomed   to  disappointment. 
Our  destination  was  this  pla«e,  only  about  a  mile  froru 
Flanville,  and  farther  to  the  front.     We  are  now  on  the 
utmost  verge   of  the  first  line.     The  whole  village  is 
witliin  range  of  the  guns  of  St.  Jolien,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  houses  it  was  burned  by  the  sbell-fird 
in  the  actions  of  the  31st  August  and   Ist  September. 

PThe  men  sleep  in  their  accoutrements,  ready  to  clutch 
their  arms  in  a  moment  when  the  alarm  is  given.  I  go 
on  fielJ-watch  to-day  with  the  friend  whose  quarters  I 
share,  and  hope  to  see  something  there  worth  description. 
Do  you  know  in  England  that  the  Bavarians  have  now 
before  Paris  three  batteries  of  improved  mitrailleuses 
made  at  Augsburg?  They  scatter  their  fire  far  more 
widely  tlian  the  French  mitrailleuses. 
October  3. — In  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  mentioned  that  it 

was  in  contemplation  to  bum  the  village  of  Nouilly  last 

night,  and  early  this  morning  I  sent  a  telegram,  briefly 
narrating  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  project. 
In  rto  sense  of  the  word  could  it  be  called  an  important 
operation ;  but  as  a  thoroughly  well  planned  and  con- 
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ducted  little  affair.  I  think  it  may  merit  a  detailed  account; 
especially  as  nolbing  of  more  impoitance  has  occurred 
lately  within  the  uei);iiiiourhoad,  I  thiak  I  Rientio»ed 
yesterday  that  the  reasim  why  it  was  detei 
destroy  the  village  of  Nouilly  was  that  it  conti 
at  least,  was  believed  to  contain— eonaidenible  stores  of 
provifiions,  whiuh,  liowever.  were  so  secreted,  in  the  cellars 
and  elsewhere,  that  the  Prussians  could  not  discover 
thera.  The  inhabiutots,  however,  bad  for  the  most  part 
taken  refuge  in  Meiz,  and  it  was  natural  tliat  ibey  should 
inform  their  military  countrymen  of  the  whereabouts  of 
tlie  provisions.  It  was  equally  natural  that  men  on 
short  commons  should  do  their  best  to  obtain  all  tlie  food 
they  could,  from  whatever  source ;  and  it  is  believed  tfaflt 
when  the  French  outposts  temporarily  occupied  Nouilly 
tlie  night  before  last,  tbey  succeeded  in  carrying  away 
with  iheni  some  stores.  The  place  lies  so  directly  under 
the  fire  of  Fort  St.  Julien  and  Les  Bottes.  that  it  is  hardly 
tenable  permanently  by  a  Prussian  force,  and  therefore 
'     there  was  no  resuuree  but  \a  burn  it. 

A  little  after  eight  o'clock  last  night  I  was  sitting  at  supper 
with  LieutenaiJls  von  Hoaius  and  Fischer,  of  the  &th 
company  of  the  Snd  baitjtlion  of  the  4th  Regiment. 
The  quarters  these  good  gentlemen  occupied  would 
hardly  have  been  considered  eligible  by  a  London  work- 
ing-man looking  for  Iwlgings.  The  house  had  b«ea 
burnt  out  twice,  and  the  bare  walls  were  now  roofed  in 
with  a  few  planks  loosely  covered  with  straw.  Door  and 
window  were  both  gone,  but  their  place  was  not  ineffi> 
ciently  supplied  with  blankets.  There  happened  to  bs 
left  a  tolerably  decent  table,  and  one  side  of  the  apart- 
ment was  littered  with  straw  for  a  bed.  We  eat  rather 
promiscuously  bere.  If  any  one  has  anything  excep- 
tionally good  for  supper  it  ia  sure  to  ooze  out.  and  then 
the  fortunate  man  has  an  eseeptional  number  of  callers. 
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''drop  in  promiscuous"  just  as  the  dainty  ditih  is 
set  upon  tlie  table.  The  da'mty  djsb  on  this  occasiou 
consisted  of  sa]t  herriogs  boiled  with  onions,  and  washed 
downnith  beer 'wanned  with  meal  and  schmips.  Lieu- 
tenant Fisuber  understands  no  English,  but  can  express 
his  meaning  pan  torn  imically  in  a  manner  which  I  never 
Baw  equalled.  As  a  linguist  Mr.  von  Husius  bus  a  great 
superiority  over  bis  comrude.  He  knows  some  English. 
It  is  true  his  knowledge  is  not  of  a  varied  chai-acier.  So 
far  as  I  am  aware,  it  is  eonJiiied  to  "  Good  night."  with 
which  he  takes  delight  in  saluting  me  about  five  in  the 
morning,  and  a  verse  of  '■  Lucy  Long,"  with  which  he 
invariably  essays  16  follow  up  the  conversation.  Between 
the  salt  herrings,  my  German.  Mr.  Fischer's  pantomime, 
and  Mr.  von  Hosius's  ■'  Lucy  Long."  we  were  getting  on 
as  well  OS  could  be  especteil,  when  a  y.Wirfte(  entered 
with  an  order  for  Lieutenant  von  liosius,  which  the  latter 
read  aloud : — 

"  Lieutenant  von  HosiuB  will  parade  at  nine  o'clock 
with  fifieen  volunteers  of  bis  company,  and  will 
proceed  forward  to  bum  ihe  village  of  Nouilly." 

Vbn  Hosius  is  fond  of  salt  herrings,  and  he  is  fond,  too, 
of  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself  The  Iron 
Cross  for  valour  is  already  in  his  button-hole.  There 
were  still  herrings  on  the  plate,  and  tlie  hour  was 
only  half-past  eight.  Fischer,  by  his  direction,  went 
outside  to  call  for  volunteers,  while  he  finished  tbe  her- 
rings. The  men  lay  about  iu  a  couple  of  dismantled 
rooms,  and  in  ihe  garden  at  the  back  of  the  house. 
"Volunteers  to  burn  a  village!"  roared  Fischer,  into 
the  midst  of  the  steeping  "  kerles."  Had  ho  thrown  a 
bomb  among  them  he  could  not  have  caused  a  more  in- 
stantaneous and  universal  start.  Volunteers  !  He  wanted 
fifteen,  and  here  was  the  whole  company  round  him  like 

L    beea.     He  picked  his  fifieen,  taking  the  men  who  had  no 
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wives  at  homo  in  the  Fatbci'land,  nud  tlieu  came  back  la 
see  if  the  mulled  beer  was  done.  By  this  time  Voa 
Hosius  had  demolished  tlie  ullimus  Romanorum  of  the 
herrings,  and,  as  time  was  short,  was  setting  about  getting 
ready  in  the  most  systematic  manner.  Having;  pulled 
on  liis  long  boots,  he  pulled  out  of  his  portmanteau  the 
Uttle  dagger  wliicli  every  officer  wears  to  ward  off  the 
vultures  of  the  battle-field  in  case  of  being  wounded, 
and  thrust  his  "  Adams  "  revolver  into  his  belt.  Then. 
with  a  final  glass  of  the  queer  beer,  he  eaUied  out 
to  the  spot  where  his  little  bond  was  drawn  up  waiting 
for  hioi,  and  gave  them  a  word  or  two  of  advice  aad 
precaution. 

In  truth,  the  undertaking  was  a  most  dangerous  one.  It 
partook,  indeed,  not  a  little  of  the  nature  of  a  fuilom 
hope.  A  few  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  Nouilly  we, 
it  is  true,  had  a /eM  ac/if,  hut  the  French  were  nearer  it 
on  the  other  side,  by  Mey  and  the  Bois  de  Grimont,  and 
had  strong  temptations  for  entering  it  by  night.  It  might 
be  that  he  might  encounter  a  force  of  French  inside  the 
village.  In  that  case,  of  what  service  would  be  his  fifteen 
volunteers  ?  It  was  almost  certain  that,  if  this  contingency 
should  not  occur,  ihe  party  would  encounter  a  fierce  foe 
in  the  execution  of  their  task ;  and  it  was  probable  that 
on  their  return  they  would  be  shelled  both  hy  St, 
Quenlin  and  Les  liottcs.  I  left  llosius  giving  his 
order,  and  went  on  to  the  forepost  ground,  across  which 
he  must  pass  to  get  across  the  wine  berg,  and  down  into 
the  valley  in  which  Nouilly  lies.  In  a  few  minutes  came 
the  measured  tread  of  the  little  party,  marching  at 
the  Prussian  quick  step,  nhich  is  faster  than  that  of  any 
ai'my  I  know.  Von  Hosius  as  he  passed  bailed  me 
laughingly  with  a  parting  "Miss  Lucy,  Lucy  Long,"  and 
then  disappeared  in  the  darkness.  For  a  while  we 
could  hear  the  crashing  of  the  little  band  through  tbo 
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vines,  and  then  came  the  hoarse  challenge  of  the/eWitaeft( 
rear  sentry-.    Then  all  became  quiet. 

The  group  by  the  watch-fire  on  the  repUe  ground  gave  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  the  ticklish  character  of  the  enter- 
prise. In  a  few  minutes  the  ofllicer  in  command  of  the 
Ttflie  and  myself  were  the  only  persons  who  enjoyed  its 
genial  warmth.  Then  tlirough  the  gloom  came  stalking 
the  major,  and  after  a  long  look  towards  Nouilly,  be 
squatted  silently  down  by  our  side.  Presently  another 
form  appeared,  that  of  the  genial  colonel  himself,  who 
had  been  moved  to  forsake  the  society  of  the  cure  to 
come  and  see  what  success  Von  Hosius  should  meet 
with.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  they  came,  but  in  half 
an  hour  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  battalion  were 
around  the  bright  wood  fire.  Everybody  tried  to  appear 
unconcerned,  but  it  was  equally  cerUin  everybody 
was  fidgety.  The  regiment  has  never  yet  failed  in  any 
duty  assigned  it,  and  if  it  failed  now  ?  Nobody  liked  to 
broach  the  subject,  but  I  could  see  it  was  uppermost  in 
the  mind  of  all.  And  Von  Hosius  was  a  tantalizingly 
long  time  in  putting  us  out  of  our  suspense.  An  hour 
had  gone — Nouilly  is  but  ten  minutes  forward  from 
No ia Seville— and  the  colonel's  nervousness  was  undis- 
guised as  he  hacked  at  the  buniing  log  with  bis  naked 
Bword,  and  drove  his  spur  into  the  leg  of  his  chair.  The 
major  had  taken  to  walking  up  and  down  the  inside  of 
the  entrenchment,  and  only  the  adjutant  exhibited  a 
thorough  nonchalance;  but  then  he  was  very  sleepj'. 

The  vigilant  lieutenant  of  the  repli«  gave  a  smothered 
shout,  and  we  all  sprang  to  our  feet.  Flame-coloured 
smoke  at  last,  and  plenty  of  it.  Bui  surely,  suggested  the 
major,  it  really  cannot  be  so  far  away  as  that.  Why. 
that  lowering  smoke  19  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bois  de 
Grimont,  and  must  be  a  private  bonfire  of  the  French 
— not  the  one  which  Von  Hosius  was  to  fire.    It  was  too 
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true— tlie  nUrm  <ivas  &  fitlse  one.  The  colonel  sat  dawn 
again  moodily,  and  the  innjor  bpgan  to  mutter  Bometliing 
that  seemed  to  me  very  like  swearing.  As  for  tlie  iidja. 
tant,  he  went  to  sleep,  and  I  very  nearly  followed  hts 
esample.  One  thing  wn?  favourable — the  dead  silence 
that  reigned  in  the  valley.  It  was  evident  thai  Von 
Hosius  had  encountered  no  Prench  in  the  place,  else  the 
rattle  of  the  musketry  would  have  been  heard  long  ere 
now,  and  the  baltaliou,  which  was  standing  to  its  arms 
at  the  various  company  posts,  would  have  been  lining  the 
entrenchment  with  tlte  needle-guns  poked  over  tha 
eai'ihwovk 

Another  half-hour  of  suspense,  and  then  a  loud  "  Hs  !  " 
simultaneously  from  tho  lieutenant  on  duty  and  tha 
sentry.  This  time  it  was  Nouilly,  and  no  mistake. 
Von  Hosius  had  taken  his  time,  that  he  might  do  his 
work  thoroughly.  Not  froni  one  isolated  house,  but  in 
six  places  at  once,  bi-lched  out  the  long  streaks  of  Dame 
against  the  black  darkness,  and  the  separate  fires  made 
as  much  haste  to  connect  tliemselves  as  ever  did  cotn- 
manders  who  were  eager  to  foel  their  supporters  right 
and  lefl.  In  ten  minutes  the  nhole  plaee  was  in  one 
grand  blaze,  the  church  steeple  standing  up  in  the  midst 
of  the  sea  of  flame,  as  if  it  had  round  its  turret  the  old 
motto  of  the  SeutliBh  Kirk.  "  Nee  tamen  nonsumtbatur" 
But,  church  steeple  as  it  was,  it  had  not  the  attribute  of 
the  burning  bush,  and  a  whole  pyrotecimic  display  of 
sparlis  bore  testimony  to  its  fall.  Herq  and  there  againat 
the  flame  could  be  seen  a  human  figure  in  frantic  flight, 
ond  on  a  bluflf,  just  outside  the  village,  I  saw  in  the  strong 
light  a  woman  statiding  wringing  her  hands.  These  were 
the  innocent  victims  of  war— the  victims  not  of  the  Prus- 
sians, but  of  him  in  whose  ears  tlie  poor  serfs  would 
three  months  ago  have  shouted  "  Vive  I'Empereur." 
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broke,  mill  our  ouljiost  ^entiy  chiklleoge.  The  watoli- 
word  was  returned  in  the  hearty  voice  of  Von  Hosius, 
aod  in  five  minutes  more  the  liule  parly  was  inside  the 
entrenchment  of  the  rrplie.  Von  Uasius,  of  rather  a 
portly  figure,  was  panting  with  ihe  excrdou  of  climbing 
the  Tine  hill,  but  lie  found  breath  enuugli  to  greet  me 
with  "  Misa  Lucy,  Lucy  Long."  The  affair  was  singu- 
larly successful.  The  duly  had  been  executed  without 
the  necessity  of  exchanging  a  single  shot.  The  village, 
which  burnt  till  five  tbia  morning,  had  been  so  effectually 
fired  that  all  the  stores  which  it  mi^iht  have  contained 
must  have  beeu  burnt ;  and  so  coolly  had  the  enterprise 
been  gone  about,  that  a  respetitable  old  horse  which  was 
found  in  one  of  the  stables  of  the  village  was  led  bock  in 
triumph  as  a  trophy.  1  suppose  ihc  French  held  their 
fire  because  they  did  not  know  whither  to  direct  it.  To 
have  shelled  Nouilly  would  only  have  been  to  play  into 
the  hands  of  the  Prussians,  and  tlie  destroying  party 
might  have  come  from  Semgny,  Noisaeville,  the 
Bmsserie,  or  Montoy.  It  would  tlierefore  have  been  a 
useless  waste  of  ammunition  to  have  shelled  the  sup- 
posed path  of  tiieir  retreat,  when  it  was  not  known  in 
what  direction  that  retreat  was ;  and  St.  Julien  was  civil, 
and  refrained  from  shelling  our  rfplie  in  front  of  Noisse- 
ville.  I  lay  down  among  the  ntraw.  and  went  to  sleep 
with  the  echo  of  "  Miss  Lucy.  Lucy  Long  "  still  haunt- 
ing my  ears. 

1  was  present  this  momingat  the  very  interesUngceremony 
of  the  distribution  to  tlie  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  iron 
crosses  awarded  to  members  of  it  for  valour  in  tlie  field. 
The  ceremony  look  place  at  Puche.  the  bead-quarters  of 
tbegeneral  of  thedivisiou,  who  personntly  distributed  the 
crosses  in  the  presence  of  the  othcers  of  the  regiment. 
The  band  played  the  old  regimental  air,  the  "  Hohen- 
friodberg."  and  the  colours  were  on  the  gi'oimd.     The 
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gallant  Fourth  has  earned  no  fewer  than  twenty  crosses 
already,  and  the  award  seemed  ta  have  been  made  with 
the  moat  rigid  impartiality,  the  men  taking  their  full 
share  of  the  coveted  distinction  with  their  officers. 
The  Fourth  la  one  of  tha  old  regimenfa  of  the  Prussi&ii 
serrice,  and  its  annals  record  a  long  and  gallant  career. 
Its  regimental  march,  the  name  of  which  I  have  just 
mentioned,  is  secured  to  it  by  a  special  Royal  order,  in 
remembrance  of  the  valour  which  it  disp!a3-ed  at  the 
battle  of  Hohenfriedberg,  fought  in  1745. 

October  -l. — Up  in  the  front  here  we  get  to  look  upon  tha 
fortresses  environing  the  town  of  Metz  much  as  the 
Kaples  people  regard  and  talk  of  Mount  Vesuvius  when 
that  mountain  is  in  an  uneasy  condition.  For  a  whole 
day  St.  Julien  has  been  quiet.  St.  Quentin  has  not 
emitted  a  single  puff  of  smoke,  and  Les  Bottea  might 
have  been  a  flower-garden  tended  by  pretty  girls.  This 
at  least  was  the  case  up  till  eleven  o'clock  this  focenooo, 
and  the  martial  population  of  Noisseville  were  taking  it 
as  easy  as  diflcipline  will  permit  on  the  foreposta.  To 
the  left  of  the  Brasserie,  a  post  I  have  already  named, 
lying  on  the  chaussie  and  parallel  to  Noisseville  on  the 
south,  a  large  body  of  Prussian  troops  were  engaged  in 
constructing  large  wooden  barracks,  just  in  rear  of  iho 
entrenchment  line.  These  are  being  built  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  who  now  occupy  the 
Brasserie,  which  has  been  reduced  to  ruins  by  tlie  many 
bomhardraents  which  it  has  undergone.  The  French  in 
1*3  Bottes  could  see  the  progress  of  this  work,  and  the 
number  of  the  men  engaged  in  it;  and  the  idea  seemed  to 
strike  them  that  it  might  not  be  out  of  place  to  attempt 
to  interrupt  the  buildiag  operations.  Anyhow,  they 
commenced  ratlier  a  fierce  shell-fire  on  the  unfinished 
bnrracksi  and  also  on  the  unfortunate  Brasserie,  under 
the  shelter  of  which  the  working  party  was  willidrawa 
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when  the  first  grenade  came  hurtling  over  the  trees.  The 
Brasserie  must  by  this  time  be  thoroughly  well  used  to 
these  pleasant  visitors,  and  (here  is  tbis  consolation  for  it. 
that  if  it  were  esploded  bodily  it  could  not  be  ruined  much 
more  utterly  than  now.  All  that  it  is  good  for  is  that  the 
heap  of  stones,  which  once  composed  a  rather  imposing 
structure,  should  afford  shelter  for  troops  di-awn  up  in  the 
rear.  But  even  this  office  the  Brasserie  is  now  incapable 
of  performing.  The  shells  send  its  loose  stones  flying  in 
all  directions,  and  it  was  thus  that  several  men  were 
wounded  yesterday  morning.  The  contagion  of  firing 
was  communicated  by  Les  Bottes  to  the  foreposts. 
These  began  blazing  away  at  eaeli  other  in  a  very  level 
fashion,  the  Prussians  replying  to  the  French  fire  with 
the  Chassepots,  the  use  of  which  they  have  been  practis- 
ing so  sedulously  for  the  last  few  Jays.  Everyborly  has 
got  so  much  used  to  this  intermittent  outpost  fire,  that 
the  only  notice  it  met  with  was  a  whistle  occasionally 
I  from  some  soldier  moving  about  our  village  when  a 
I  bullet  whistled  past  him,  or  liit  the  wall  a  yard  or  two 
P  above  his  head.  From  firing  at  the  wooden  barracks 
and  the  Brasserie,  Les  Bottes  took  it  into  its  head  to 
chuck  a  few  shells  at  Servigny,  the  village  to  our  right, 
and  then  St.  Julien  chimed  in  with  his  great  cannon- 
balls.  Noisseville  occupied  an  intermediate  position 
between  the  Brasserie  and  Ser^'igny,  but  up  till  about  one 
o'clock  ithad  unacconntably  escaped  the  polite  attentions 
of  the  two  French  forts.  About  that  hour,  however,  a 
great  cannon-ball  came  whistling  across  from  St.  Julien. 
crashed  through  the  wall  of  a  house  in  wliich  most  of 
the  ofBcers  were  quartered,  and  tumbled  in  among  the 
stacked  arms  in  an  open  spaC'C  in  the  street,  making  a 
hole  in  which  a  horse  might  have  been  buried.  Nobody 
was  hurt,  but  the  paymaster  was  nearly  smothered  with 
the  dtbrit  which  fell  from  the  wall  through  which  the 
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great  ball  passed.  Les  Bottes  Tollowed  3t.  JulieD'a 
example  io  firing  into  Noisseville.  the  latter  projecting 
4'Jlb.  and  <i41b.  shells,  the  former  confining  himself  to 
caimon-liolls.  It  was  a  great  waste  of  powder  and  shot. 
Nobody  was  hurt,  and  all  the  effect  was  that  a  village, 
alreaily  for  the  most  part  burnt  and  in  ruins,  was  desti'Dycd 
a  little  more.  The  church  was  lembly  wrecked  by  tha 
cannon  of  St.  Jiilien.  Already  the  esterior  had  been 
knocked  out  of  shape,  but  the  inside  retained  much  of 
il8  original  integrity.  A  ball  from  St.  Julien  yesterday 
crashed  right  through  ibc  altar,  and  brou};ht  the  cross  on 
to  the  pavement  in  splinters.  The  fragment  of  a  phetL 
from  Lee  BotteE  shivered  a  beautiful  marhle  mununaebt, 
splitting  it  right  up  the  centre,  and  cutting  in  two  tha 
commemoration  of  the  merits  of  a  respectable  defunct 
villager.  The  Virgin  Mary,  as  she  stood  in  marble 
against  tlie  nail,  had  a  limb  amputated,  and  was  other- 
-wise  dismembered,  and  if  the  pastor  had  been  in  tiie 
pulpit  when  another  shell  sti-uck  it  he  would  never  have 
preached  more.  So  hot  became  the  cross-fire  from 
the  two  fortresses,  that  it  was  judged  advi.salle  to  with- 
draw the  troops  out  of  the  village  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear.  The  ftldicachu  were  of  course  left  in  tJieir 
positions,  as  also  were  two  companies  in  the  reptiehytho 
church  ;  but  the  rest  fell  back  into  an  orchard  behind 
the  villafie.  It  was  great  fun  to  be  here  and  listen  to 
the  French  pelting  the  village,  under  tlie  idea,  no  doubt. 
that  it  was  full  of  Prussian  troops.  We  could  hear  tha 
crashing  of  the  rafters  and  the  smashing  of  the  walls  as  tha 
huge  projectiles  tore  through  them,  the  shells  exploding 
as  tliey  struck,  and  sending  into  the  air  a  cloud  of  frag- 
ments. All  this  time  the  musketi^  fire  on  the  for^osts 
was  unceasing  along  a  large  portion  of  the  line,  and  any 
one  dropping  in  casually  upon  the  scene  would  have 
imagined  quite  an  important  battle  was  in  progresB. 
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little  was  this  the  case  that  the  troops  supporting  Nolsse- 
TiUe  and  lying  in  Flanville  and  Eetonfay  were  not  put 
under  arras.  The  whole  affiiir  was  an  utterly  useless 
ignition  of  powder,  and  its  only  efTecl  was  to  suspend  for 
the  day  tlie  construction  of  the  wooden  barracks.  Wliea 
the  6ring  had  ceased  we  came  back  into  the  village,  aud 
several  of  us  found  that  the  quarters  which  tliey  had 
quitted  at  one  o'clock  were  no  longer  in  existence  at  five. 
A  few  houses  more  or  less  ground  to  powder  in  Noisse- 
ville  ia  quite  a  trifle  when  the  whole  village  niay  be  called 
a  ruin.  It  surprised  me  lo  observe  with  what  extruordi- 
nai'y  force  some  of  the  projectiles  had  fallen.  In  a  field 
beyond  tlte  church  there  was  a  hole  in  ihc  earth  that 
might  almost  have  served  as  the  shaft  of  a  mine.  It 
marked  the  spot  where  bad  fallen  a  shell  from  Les 
Dottes.  The  pioneers  dug  It  out  in  the  evening.  They 
bad  to  go  to  a  depth  of  aboiil  six  feet.  The  huge  uglj 
affair  had  not  exploded,  and  two  men  extricated  it  gently, 
and  bore  it  in  triumph,  quite  a.  little  procession  following, 
to  lay  it  at  the  feet  of  the  colonel.  The  shell  was  a  64- 
pounder.  Just  fancy  a  missile  of  this  magnitude  strik- 
ing a  man  full  in  the  chest '.  It  would  hurl  him  in  Utile 
pieces  in  all  directions.  Or  fancy  it  exploding  in  the 
centre  of  a  group,  or  in  the  heart  of  a  column,  und  scat- 
tering its  great  skin,  an  inch  and  a  half  thickness  of  metal. 
in  a  shower  of  morsels,  each  about  two  incbea  square. 
Till  nightfall  the  outpost  firing  was  continued,  but  it 
seemed  more  to  while  away  tlie  time  than  for  any  other 
reason. 

This  morning,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Courcelles,  1  wit- 
nessed what  has  been  a  rarity  during  this  campaign— a 
Prussian  soldier  undergoing  punishment.  There  is  no 
flogging  in  the  Pi-ussian  army,  even  during  war  time.  In 
peace  the  punishments  are— middle  arrest,  which  consists 
of  confinement  in  a  light  room,  containing  a  wooden 
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bed.  Bevere  arrest  consists  of  confinement  in  black  dark- 
ness, with  the  ground  for  a  bed.  Bread  and  water  is  the 
fare  in  each  case.  Severe  arrests  cannot  be  ordered  for 
more  than  five  weeks — it  being  reckoned  that  longer 
confinement  of  the  kind  is  calculated  to  undermine  the 
constitution.  In  wai-  tim  e  there  is  still  the  middle  arrest 
A  prisoner  is  sent  to  tlie  guard,  and  when  a  forward 
march  is  made,  he  is  hanrledovertotliesucceedingguard. 
During  war.  however,  this  punishment  is  ne»er  ordered 
for  more  than  four  days.  Severe  arrest  is  impracticable 
in  war  time  in  the  enemy's  country.  For  it  is  substituted 
thepunishmentof"  tying  toatree."  Two  hours  on  the  tree 
are  reckoned  equivalent  to  twenty-four  bom's'  severe  arrest, 
and  the  maximum  of  this  punishment  is  also  four  days.  A 
still  more  severe  punisliment  consists  in  the  offendei' 
being  sent  liome  to  Germany  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
military  authorities  there.  I  believe,  if  the  punishment 
consisted  merely  in  the  enforced  return  from  the  scene  of 
action,  it  would  be  as  great  a  deterrent  engine  as  it  is 
with  the  subsequent  results  of  a  court-martial  and  a 
mihtary  prison.  It  was  a  man  "  on  the  tree  "whom  I 
saw  tliis  morning.  The  punishment 'undoubtedly  is 
severe.  He  was  tied  round  the  tree  by  the  arms,  by  the 
waist,  and  by  the  feet,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  touch  the 
ground  as  a  support;  his  face  was  turned  to  the  tree  that 
he  might  see  nothing,  and  the  hot  sun  was  heating  do«ii 
upon  his  back.  I  have  been  now  for  two  months  and  a 
half  with  the  Prussian  armies,  and  this  is  the  first  man  I 
have  seen  undergoing  punishment. 

"  Before  Metz !  "  What  a  wide,  what  a  convenient  expres- 
sion it  is,  to  be  sure !  I  should  like  to  have  some  defini- 
tion of  where  '■before  Meiz"enil3.  It  must  include  an 
unprecedented  radius  of  country.  Remilly  must  be  quite 
fifteen  miles  fi'om  the  beleaguered  fortress ;  yet  it  is  "  be- 
fore Metz,"  according  to  the  gentlemen  who  write  their 
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letters  there,  is  the  luxury  of  a  good  hotel- — ^their  mfarmation 
derived  from  officers  and  railwciy  guards,  while  the  dowu 
train  from  Courcellea  halts  for  its  fifteen  minutes.  Pont- 
i-MouB8on— where  also  there  are  good  hotels — is  likewise 

■  "  before  Metz,"  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  Luxemburg, 
forty  miles  away,  is  not  within  the  same  comprehensive 
radius.  I  am  certain  that  Saarbruck  is.  All  the  locali- 
ties surrounding  Melz  have  names,  and  there  ia  no 
occasion  for  the  assumption  of  mystery  or  the  resort  to 
fluch  a  generality  as  "  before  Metz."     All  the  conditions 

■  involved  in  being  "  really  before  Metz  "  is  a  liability  to 
l>  have  the  house  yon  inhabit  shelled  about  your  ears,  to 

e  a  Chosseput  bullet  disturb  your  thoughts  as  you  are 

t  <  taking  a  meditative  stroll,  to  sleep  on  straw,  to  eat  black 

-  bread,  and  for  your  drink  to  chance  what  an  enterprising 

marktUndfr  may  purvey.     There  is  no  doubt  some  diffi- 

<nilly  in  getting  within  the  reach  of  these  eligible  amenities 

irithout  en  adequate  authorization,  and  without  this  also 

■  ^  there   is  an  absolute  impossibility  of  circulating  freely 

"  about  the  foreposta ;  hut  if  one  is  provided  with  this,  no 

'  condition  of  secrcsy  is  imposed  on  him  to  prevent  him 

from  writing  freely  what  he  sees,  nor  has  he  any  occasion 

to  resort  to  ihe  ambiguous  "before  Melz." 

Belonfay,  October  5. — This  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  after 

a  night  passed  under  arms  in  expectation  of  an  attack, 

I     the  4lh  Begiment  quitted]  Noisseville  and  marched  to 

P     this  place,  about  a  mile  to  tbe  rear,  and    the    second 

line.     Four  days  of  the  first  line  and  of  /eldiraehl  doty 

is  quite  enough  at  a  time,  and  it  is  right  that  tbe  several 

regiments  of  a  division  should  Telieve  each  other  in  the 

arduous   duty.      During  the  night  I  am  told  that  Les 

■J'Boltes  and  St.  Julien  renewed  the  firing  on  NoisseviUe. 

••  I  slept  so  soundly  that  I  was  in  blessed  ignorance  of  tlie 

f'  circumstance,  but  when  I  turned  out  this  morning  I  fell 

k*-into  a  hole  that  was  the  crater  of  an  exploded  shell,  about 


tVopieeB  from  the  place  where  once  there  was  a  door. 
Serenil  other  shells  fell  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  poor  church  got  another  blow  or  two.  The  iih  was 
relieved  by  the  41th  Regiment,  with  whom  it  exchanged 
quarters.  The  Staff  of  the  3rd  Brigade  Ilea  here  in  a 
beautiful  chateau,  which  has  suffered  very  little  from  the 
war.  All  three  battalions  of  the  Jth  now  lie  in  Retonfay. 
where  they  will  probably  remain  for  a  few  days,  and  iheo 
go  down  to  the  foreposta  again.  Military  duty  in  Noisse- 
ville  was  so  severe  that  no  officer  was  at  liberty  to  quit 
the  place  for  so  long  as  an  hour.  The  consequence  uf 
this  was  tliat  I  was  unable  to  continue  my  rides  round 
the  besieging  army  in  the  company  of  ihe  gentleman 
who  acted  so  admirably  as  my  cicerone  on  the  day  of  my 
arrival.  I  could,  of  course,  have  ridden  about  alone,  but 
I  should  have  been  liable  to  continual  interruption ;  and 
with  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  localities,  I  should  have 
derived  comparatively  little  advantage  from  my  expedi- 
tions, liere,  however,  he  is  again  at  liberty,  and  wa 
have  arranged  a  journey  for  this  afternoon  as  far  as  the 
Moselle,  on  the  northern  side  of  the  town.  We  are  to 
ride  through  the  Landwehr  divisions  that  lie  to  the  north 
of  us,  and  I  look  forward  with  great  interest  to  the 
excursion,  since  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  any  considerable 
number  of  the  Lnndwehr  under  arms. 

Oetoher  0. — After  despatching  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I 
made  a  journey,  along  with  an  officer  of  the  4th,  as  far 
as  the  Moselle  to  the  northward  of  Fort  St.  Eloy.  Wa 
everywhere  traversed  the  extreme  edges  of  the  foreposts. 
and  the  ride  was  a  very  interesting  one.  From  Retonfajr 
we  struck  the  first  line  at  the  unfortunate  Servigny — thftt 
once  pretty  village  against  which  St.  Julien  seems  to 
have  an  especial  spite.  There  is  not  much  of  Servigoy 
left  to  speak  of— a  few  gable-ends  of  walls,  and  here  and 
there  the  walls  of  a  bouse  without  a  roof.     A  battalloa 
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'  the  45tli  contrives  somehow  to  find  quartei-s  uiiiong 
ruins,  and  a  {e\r  villagers  still  wander  about  in  a. 
ghostly  fashion.  From  Servigny  we  passed  over  a  con- 
eiderable  nd^n  to  ihe  charming  villai^e  of  Poix,  Ijing 
enugjy  at  the  opening  of  a  valley  which  tends  downwai'd 
towards  the  Moselle.  This  village  is  surrounded  in  all 
directions  by  beautiful  villas,  the  summer  residences  of 
wealthier  inhabitants  or  Metz.  An  isolated  suburb 
near  the  top  of  the  ridge  lias  suffered  severely  from  ihe 
tire  of  St.  Julien — indeed  the  shells  were  bursting 
around  it  as  we  passed ;  but  the  village  itself  has  not  been 
much  injured,  and  tlie  Prussian  troops  have  respected  its 
amenities  in  a  very  surprising  manner.  A.  division 
general  dwells  amid  roses  and  honeysuckles  in  one  of 
the  principal  chiUeaux,  built  in  rustic  Elizabetlian,  and 
beautifully  furnished— the  lield-post  inhabits  a  rustic  gar- 
dener's lodge  in  the  grounds.  Vremy  lies  a  little  to  the 
reiu-,  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  which  hei-e  assumes  the 
character  of  a  gorge,  and  the  road  compels  a  dt'tour  intc 
it,  which  is  repaid  by  the  observation  of  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  its  houses  and  churchyard  walls  have 
been  converted  into  defensive  works,  thoi'oughlj  blocking 
up  the  gorge.  Leaving  Vremy  and  the  hospitable  officera 
who  dwelt  therein,  we  rode  down  the  valley  to  Failly,  a 
considerable  village,  in  which,  until  a  few  days  ago. 
were  the  head-quarters  of  General  Kumnier.  comuianding 
the  Landwebr  divisions  who  lined  this  seciion  of  the 
environment;  but  the  Landwebr  have  now  gone  serosa 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Moselle,  and  at  Fnilly  the  Tth 
Array  Corps  touches  with  its  left  the  extreme  right  of 
the  Ist  Anny  Corps,  of  which  the  Jih  ReginicTit  forms  a 
part.  From  Failly  there  is  a  direct  road  to  the  Moselle 
at  Malroy,  but  by  a  slight  detour  the  opporluniiy  offered 
itself  of  getting  very  close  to  the  liois  de  Oriinont, 
which  is  full  of  French  troops,  and'of  inspecting  at  a 
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compfu-atively  short  distancd  the  fovtress  of  SL  Juli«o.. 
A  Pnissian  officer  in  Fuill^  told  us  laughingly  that  there 
were  two  very  beautiful  young  woman  in  Villers  TOnne, 
the  village  which  is  so  near  to  the  Bois  de  Grimont,  and 
I  am  not  certain  tliat  tliis  ioformation  did  not  operate 
with  my  companion  as  an  additional  argument  for  visiting 
the  place.  L'Orme  is  a  very  prettily  situated  little 
village,  just  on  the  edge  of  the  tahle-land  on  which  stand 
Grimont  ond  St.  Julien.  We  saw  nothing  of  the  beauti- 
ful maidens,  hut  the  place  is  full  of  inhabitants,  and  the 
children  were  playing  merrily  about,  quite  regai-dless,  to 
ail  appeai-ance,  of  the  fa«t  that  the  place  is  wiihin  300 
yards  of  ihe  French  outposts.  L'Orme  is  unoccupied 
by  the  Prussians  during  the  day.  At  night  a  small 
pai-ty,  under  tlie  command  of  an  undei'-officer,  go  forward 
and  lake  up  a  position  behind  it.  Occasionally,  stragglers 
from  tlie  French  ontposts  visit  it  in  search  of  food. 
From  tlie  shelter  of  one  of  its  houses  we  could  see  quite 
easily  with  the  naked  eye  the  French  outposts— the  mea 
cooking  or  lying  down,  and  the  sentries  walking  to  and 
Iro.  Behind  was  the  forest,  and  then  iho  Monastery  of 
Grimont,  while  over  the  whole  of  the  quiet  little  scene 
St,  Jtdien  frowned  grimly,  casting  forward  his  dark 
shadow  in  the  afternoon  sunlight  L'Orme  has  wonder- 
fully  escaped  tlie  ravages  of  war.  Both  parties  seem  to 
have  agreed  to  respect  it,  probably  on  account  of  the 
number  of  villagers  who  still  continue  to  reside  in  it.  I 
was  told  that  not  a  single  shell  had  been  hred  into  the 
village.  But  while  we  were  there,  I'l  ■  shii!:!  were  flying 
over  our  heads  towards  Yany  and  Cnarly.  and  it  seemed 
strange  to  see  the  children  playing  in  the  street,  the 
girls  driving  home  the  cows,  and  the  old  women  placldljr 
spinning  in  fi-ont  of  their  doors,  when  the  missiles  were 
whistling  through  the  air  above  their  heads. 
The  French  respect  L'Orme,  but  they  have  no  such  tender- 
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neas  for  anybody  who  may  bappen  to  traverse  the  space 
which  inten-enea  between  L'Orme  and  Chieulles.  The 
tmck  leads  athwart  an  open  field  with  a  hedge  in  the 
rear,  and  the  French  posts  line  the  wood  continuously, 
at  a  distance  of  about  8U0  yards.  The  distance  is  about 
half  a  mile,  and  unless  we  chose  to  make  a  very  con- 
siderable delour,  there  was  no  alterative  but  to  run  the 
gauntlet.  My  niihtary  friend  went  first,  at  a  brisk  hand 
canter.  He  had  hai'dly  nhown  his  horse's  head  beyond 
the  cover  of  the  houses  of  L'Orme  when  tiie  Freiiehnion 
commenced  saluting  him  with  Chassepot  bulteis.  1 
followed  at  a  short  inten-al,  and  as  the  bullets  came 
tliicUer  and  faster  our  canter  became  n  gallop.  The 
borsea  were  fresh,  and  also  desperately  timid ;  ever  aa  a 
l>ullet  whistled  past  them  aud  cut  the  twigs  in  the  hedge, 
they  gave  a  bound  and  a  shy  that  necessitated  very  close 
adhesion  to  the  pig-gkin.  I  was  by  no  means  sorry  when 
we  got  into  Chieulles,  a  village  a  little  farther  retired 
from  the  point  blauk  mnge  of  fii'e,  and  which  bas  by 
mutual  consent  been  hitherto  reckoned  a  neutral  territory 
— that  is,  it  is  neither  occupied  by  French  nor  Pmssians. 
There  are  in  it  plenty  of  inhabitants,  who  seem  to  have 
got  quite  familiarized  to  their  strange  position,  and  who 
carry  on  their  ordinary  avocations  as  if  the  war  were 
milea  away.  The  village  is  rather  a  large  one,  and  con- 
tains many  pretentious  buildings.  From  it  our  road  lay 
to  the  left  rear,  to  a/eW«'flc/ii  outside  ilie  village  of  Vany, 
and  then  into  the  viliago  itself.  The  French  outposts 
gave  us  one  parting  salute  as  we  sallied  out  of  Chieulles, 
and  this  evoked  a  response  from  the  feldicadu,  for  which 
we  were  making.  We  left;  the  hostile  outposts  firing 
away  at  each  other  very  briskly,  and  roile  forward,  accom- 
panied by  a  cavalry  officer,  into  Cbarly,  a  beautiful  village, 
containing  many  chateaux,  and  standing  embowered 
amidst  orchards.     Here  one   of  ilie  points  of  the  battle 
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of  the  31st  of  August  was  contested  with  great  desperation. 
All  around  the  vilUges  the  graves  lie  thick,  now  Pi-ussians, 
now  French.  The  bayonet  was  at  work  in  ihe  environs 
of  Charly,  and  in  one  of  its  alleys  tool;  place  a  fierce  and 
long.continued  hand-to-hand  contest.  Uwas  very  pretty 
to  see  how  tastefully  the  Prussian  troops  had  decorated 
the  graven  of  their  dead  conn-ades.  They  had  made  them 
up  with  turf,  and  planted  flowers  and  shrubs  on  the 
ridge,  while  at  the  head  of  each  stood  a  wooden  cross,  on 

'.  which  was  painted  the  name  and  rank  of  him  who  lay 
below.  The  French  graves  were  not  tlius  tended,  but^ 
neither  were  they  neglected.  Brave  soldiers  never  draw 
distinctions  between  the  last  resting-places  of  foes  and 
friends  The  graves  of  the  French  had  been  surrounded 
by  hedges  of  nhrubs,  and  the  cross  had  been  set  up  at  the 
head  of  each. 

From  Charly  wo  rode  on  to  Malroy,  a  considerable  village 
lying  on  the  Moselle,  about  two  miles  north  of  Fort  St. 
Julien.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  ride  up  the  stream 
some  distance  to  find  the  first  pontoon  bridge  crossing  it 
at  Argancy.  Some  distance  higher  up,  at  Haueon  Coui-t, 
there  is  anollier  pontoon  bridge,  and  close  to  it,  at 
Ennery,  is  a  very  large  depftt  of  provisions  and  stores  for 
the  supply  of  the  nortlieiii  portion  of  the  besieging  artny. 
Immediately  on  crossing  the  Moselle,  we  came  among 
the  Landwehr  men.  They  need  not  fear  compaiison 
with  the  finest  regiments  of  the  regular  army.  So  faras 
I  could  discern,  the  only  distinction  lay  in  the  fact  that 
the  Landwehr  had  more  liair  on  their  faces,  as  a  geneml 
rule,  than  the  line  troops.  About  seven  or  eight  and 
twenty  seemed  the  average  age  of  the  Landwehr ;  and  as 
regards  a  martial  can-iage.  they  would  not  suifer  alongsi'le 
the  Guards.  I  rode  down  to  their  e.'dreme  outposts,  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  St.  Eloy.  at  a  place  called'La  Maxe. 
from  which  we  could  see  the  gunners  of  St.  Eloy  going 
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sbout  iheir  duties  in  the  fort  and  the  posts  yrhich  lie  on 
the  glacis.  The  Umitof  otir  ride  was  St.  Agsthe,  on  the 
elope  of  the  high  ground  which  begins  to  rise  out  of  the 
valley  at  Woippy,  and  there  we  found  the  right  of  the 
1 0th  Army  Corps,  and  also  two  batteries  of  heavy  siege 
guns,  which  were  in  position  against  St.  Eloy. 

Riding  leisurely  back  by  a  more  circuitous  route  than  that 
we  had  pursued  in  going,  we  were  near  Failly  when  the 
sun  disappeared  in  a  glorious  setting  behind  the  yellow 
crest  of  St  Quenlin.  Hardly  had  it  disapjieaivd  whea 
a  flash  came  from  out  of  the  shadow  over  against  St. 
Agathe.  The  roar  of  a  heavy  giin  cante  booming  across 
the  Talley,  and  the  sound  bad  not  <lied  away  before  there 
was  another  flash  and  anotlier  roar.  In  five  minutes  die 
whole  slope,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half, 
was  lit  up  by  continual  flashes  of  artillery  fire.  Then 
the  fortress  of  St.  Eloy  took  up  the  reply,  with  a  slower 
but  steady  tire  of  its  heavy  guns,  tlieir  roar  coming  to  us 
deadened  by  the  thick  fog  which  was  rising  from  the 
Moselle.  Tlie  sight  in  the  growing  darkness  was  inde- 
scribably grand.  We  sat  on  horseback  on  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  at  Poix.  watching  and  listening,  till  St.  Julien 
thought  fit  to  chime  in  on  his  own  account,  and  began 
throwing  big  shells  on  to  the  ridge  by  the  suburb  of  Poix 
OR  which  we  were  standing.     Our  horses  could  not  be 

;  prevailed  upon  to  contemplate  the  explosion  of  these 
with  equanhnity.  an<l  about  eight  o'clock  we  returned  to 
Ketonfay,  on  the  plateau  of  which  we  found  the  division 
gem^ial.  and  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  five  battalions 
now  lying  bere,  standing  watching  and  listening  to  tbe 
gun-fire.  Soon  after  eight  it  began  to  slacken,  and  pre- 
sently died  away  altogether;  all  through  the  night  both 
St.  Julien  and  Les  Bottes  kept  the  Prussian  lines  on  the 
alert  by  an  occasional  reminder,  consisting  of  a  24-lb, 
Bhell. 
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The  cannoDade  has  nnt  had  any  immediate  effect. 

pose  was  to  discover  what  impression  heavy  guns  were 
.  likely  to  make  on  the  fortifications  of  St,  Elay  if  used 
continuously.  St.  E!oy.  if  it  were  taken  to-morrow,  is 
not  by  any  means  an  essential  complement  to  tiie  capture 
of  Metz.  On  the  contrary,  Metz  could  dispense  with  it 
without  any  considerable  inconvenience.  But  it  will  not 
be  taken  to-morrow,  nor  for  many  mornings,  if  its  capture 
is  to  depend  on  the  effect  the  cannonade  of  last  night 
bad  upon  it.  Stan'ation  and  a  direct  blockade  are  the 
true  weapons  in  the  Pinissian  quiver.  These  are,  beyond 
doubt,  gradually  working  their  effect. 

On  the  7th  of  October  Marshal  Bazaine  mode  another 
very  energetic  and  serious  attempt  to  break  out  of  Metz  in 
the  dhection  of  Thionville,  resulting  in  what  has  been 
called  the  battle  of  Maiy.icreE.  The  engagement  was  thus 
described  in  a  letter  wrillen  from  the  field  of  battle  on 
the  same  evening: — 

MaiiieTM  Ui  Mela,  Oct.  7,  Evening.— 1  have  to-day  to  give 
you  a  narrative  of  perhaps  the  most  imporiant  sortie 
which  Bazaine  has  made  since  tlie  Prussians  threw  theu' 
belt  of  men,  gims,  and  earth  around  him.  That  this 
may  be  the  case  is  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  in  the 
several  opei-ations  of  the  day  he  must  have  had  at  least 
60,000  men  engaged,  while  the  Prussians  had  consider- 
ably more.  One  of  the  leading  features  of  the  combat 
was  the  seemingly  casual  manner  in  which  it  occurred, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  this  can  he  brought  out  more 
forcibly  than  by  recourse  to  a  personal  nai'rative. 

I^st  night  I  slept  in  Ketonfay,  and  early  in  tlie  morning 
1  started  northward,  with  the  intention  of  making  tlie 
complete  cli'cuit  of  the  environment  of  Metz  before  my 
return.  I  proposed  to  devote  two  days  to  the  under" 
taking,  my  halting  place  for  the  intermedia 
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according  to  my  intention,  the  head- quarters  of  my  old 
acquaintance,  General  von  Gdben.  in  command  of  the 
8th  Army  Corps,  somewhere  in  fcont  of  Gravelotte.  The 
morning  was  dull  and  misCy.  As  I  reached  tlie  eminence 
at  Poix  I  coutd  barely  see  llount  St.  Quenlin  above  the 
fog  in  the  valley,  the  sun's  rays  striking  upon  its  warm 
grey  peak.  It  seemed  as  if  a  general  armistice  had  been 
declared.  Even  the  forepost  fire  had  dropped,  and  Metz 
might  have  been  in  Hyde  Park,  the  French  on  the  slope 
of  the  Bois  de  Grjmont  or  Margate  Sands.  I  rode  leisurely 
forward  through  Vremy.  and  Vany,  and  Chieulles,  and  aa 
1  traversed  at  a  canter  the  crilical  ground  between  the 
last  village  and  Charly,  the  French  outposts,  although 
they  were  but  300  yards  distant,  were  too  laay  to  send  a 
bullet  in  any  direction.  From  Chai'ly,  I  reached  Malroy, 
where  tlie  head-quarters  of  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  10th 
Army  Corps  were  stationed,  and  then  forward  to  Olgy, 
irbere,  viWabile  diclii,  I  found  a  veritable  auberge,  with 
red  wine  and  Oruyere  cheese  to  be  had  by  paying  for  it. 
At  the  foot  of  the  garden  of  the  auberge  flowed  the 
Moselle  in  a  great  placid  stream,  and  I  lunched  in  a 
Bumraer-house  ovei'hangiug  its  waters.  A  few  hundred 
yards  farther  brought  me  to  the  village  of  Argancy,  where 
is  the  first  Prussian  forepost  bridge;  and  having  crossed 
it,  I  made  first  for  the  Ohjcean  of  Amelange,  and  afi«r- 
wards  in  a  direction  due  Metz^word,  until  I  readied  the 
iartliest  feldwackl  at  Ma;(C.  Then  I  struck  across  the 
valley,  rather  to  the  rear,  first  to  Grandes  and  then  to 
Petites  Tapes,  in  both  of  which  there  lay  only  an  under- 
officer's  guard  of  nine  men,  and  avoiding  Ladonchamps, 
by  advice,  1  reached  St.  Remy.  where  I  found  on  duty  the 
50th  Landwehr  Regiment.  Thence  my  journey  lay  Btill 
athwart  the  remotest  foreposts  to  Norroy  and  Flesnois, 
the  latter  village  being  in  the  heart  of  the  Bois  de 
Saulny,  and  niy  rood   then    lay  straight  southward   on 
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St.  Hubert,  which  is,  I  beheve,  the  outpost  region  of  ] 
the  ftth  Army  Corps.  But  at  Plesnoia  my  horse  cast 
a  shoe,  and  as  the  road  was  rugged  I  was  rather  in 
a  fix,  when  there  rode  past  a  Staff  officer  attached  to 
the  head- quartern  of  Baron  Schuler  von  Lender,  com- 
manding the  3ud  Division  of  the  Landwehr.  This 
gentleman  was  quartered  in  Haizieres,  and  he']  most 
courteously  invited  tne  to  return  with  him  thither  and 
be  his  guest  for  the  night.  The  offer  was  too  good  to 
be  refused,  and  I  returned  accordingly.  On  the  return 
journey  this  gentleman  gave  me  some  most  valuable 
information.  In  the  bombardment  of  the  two  previous 
days  tlie  position  occupied  by  the  batteries  of  German 
heavy  guns  was  at  Frenecourt,  near  the  coinuienceraont 
of  the  rifle  of  the  hilts  some  distance  to  the  south-west 
of  Maiziei'es.  To  apeak  more  precisely,  they  were 
stationed  on  the  low  heights  of  Le  Horiment,  on  the 
rising  ground  behind  which  stands  an  observatory,  which 
commands  the  whole  plain.  Murange,  the  liead-q nailers 
of  the  Prussian  3rd  Army  Corps,  is  considerably  in  the 
rear  of  this  position.  These  heaij  guns,  curiously 
enough,  belong  to  the  State  of  H  esse -Darmstadt.  But 
the  Prussians  made  batteries,  as  Mr. told  me.  con- 
siderably beyond  Frenecourt.  Tbey  hsdsix  field  batteries 
midway  between  it  and  Sennecourt.  and  on  the  6tli  they 
hbd  pushed  forward  a  seventh  battery  as  far  as  Sennecourt 
itself.  From  these  several  positions  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  St.  Eloy  had  been  going  forward,  and  also  a 
shetl-fire  into  the  village  of  Ladonchamps,  some  little 
distance  nearer  Metz  than  St.  Rcrny,  on  the  line  of  rail- 
way. Till  lately  this  village  had  been  reckoned  neutral 
territory,  but  on  the  2nd  October  the  French  had  seized 
it,  and  established  a  batteiy  in  front  of  ii.  Tlie  village 
itself  was  burnt  tlie  same  night  by  Prussian  xhells,  but 
still  the   French  retained  the  position,  and  the  Pnis- 
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lian  fire  of  the  last  few  ilays  liad  been  partly  directed  to 
tLe  dislodgment  of  tlie  enemy  from  a  position  whicli 
was  important,  as  the  occupants  of  it  could  enfilade  the 
whole  front  across  the  valley.  On  the  filh  nearly  a 
thousand  shells  had  been  thrown  into  Ladonchamps  and 
the  neighbourhood,  and  late  in  the  evening  tlie  French 
bad  evacuated  the  shattered  fn^^eiits  of  a  once-smiling 
village.  The  Prussians  at  onee  threw  forward  troops  in 
its  direction,  establishing  their  rtplii  in  its  rear,  and 
sending  forward  sergeants'  parties  to  occupy  it,  and 
Grandes  and  Pelites  Tapes  villBges,  to  which  its  posses- 
sion was  the  key.  St.  Remy  constituted  the  chief  sup- 
port, and  here  lay  the  59th  Iteginient  of  the  Landwehr. 
Maze,  close  to  the  river,  and  considerably  in  advance, 
was  occupied  by  outposts  sent  forward  from  the  lOth 
Army  Corps,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Moselle,  The  two 
divisions  of  the  Landwehr  stretched  right  athwart  the 
valley  from  the  bridge  at  Argancy,  where  tliey  touched 
the  10th  Army  Corps,  to  near  Marange.  where  they  met 
the  5lh,  and  to  them  was  cmifided  the  duty  of  keeping 
the  flat  alluvial  tract  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Moselle. 
This  was  the  substance  of  tlie  information  which  my 
friend  of  the  Staff  communicated  to  me  on  our  ride  to 
Maizieres,  Here  I  found  the  head-quarters  of  General 
von  Kummer,  who  commands  the  Landwehr.  The  men, 
to  a  great  extent,  were  located  in  temporary  barracks, 
which  they  had  themselves  constructed,  and  which  did 
great  credit  to  their  ingenuity.  About  one  o'clock  I  was 
sitting  at  lunch  with  two  Staff  officers  in  an  arbour  in 
General  Kuromer's  garden,  wben  the  guns  of  the  Prussian 
batteries  by  Sennecourt  begas  to  ^ve  tongue.  "  Only  a 
few  Frenchmen  loafing  round  Ladonchamps,"  observed 
one  of  the  officers.  "  There  will  be  nothing  serious  to- 
day ;  there  is  too  much  mist  in  the  valley."  Certainly  it 
seemed  as  if  he   must  be  right.    When  I  was  on  the 


270 


WAR   CORRESPONDENCE. 


heights  at  Sennecourt  I  could  not  see  the  villages  in  the 
valley  below,  nor  tlie  catti«ilral  of  Metz.  Our  constant 
landmark  next  to  St,  Quentin  was  utterly  invisible,  But 
tile  roar  of  tile  guns  grew  louder  and  louder,  and  then 
come  first  one  great  boom,  and  then  another,  from  the 
hig  guns  lying  behind,  at  Frenecourt,  The  ofBcers 
fidgeted,  but  still  would  not  own  that  anything  was  the 
matter.  But  their  naTtchalance  gave  way  when  an  aide- 
de  camp  came  up  at  the  galloj),  spreading  the  alami  every- 
wliere  ho  went,  and  dashing  on  to  tlie  General's  quarters 
for  instructions  to  guide  the  front.  In  five  minutes  more 
■we  were  all  in  the  saddle,  and,  after  a  short  gallop,  were 
looking  out  on  the  scene  of  action  from  the  fi'lnge  of  the 
wood  in  front  of  the  Chateaux  of  Brieux  aod  Amelange. 
That  the  reader  may  understand  the  tactics  of  Bazaine 
and  the  inanner  in  which  they  were  foiled,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the  ground.  From 
Metz  to  MaiziSrcs  there  is  a  long  truugh,  with  a  flat 
bottom- — (he  alluvial  margin  of  the  Moselle,  This  tract 
is  about  four  English  miles  wide.  On  the  west  it  Is 
bounded  by  the  heights  I  have  already  named,  Rnd 
nearer  Metz  by  Norroy  and  Saulnoy.  On  the  east  it  is 
bounded  by  a  lower  series  of  bhiHs,  on  which  stand  the 
villages  of  Oigy  and  Malray  :  but  between  them  and  the 
Hat  bottom  runs  the  Moselle,  infringing  considerably  on 
die  fiat  expanse  just  opposite  Olgy.  Across  tliis  bottom, 
at  the  narrowest  part  thus  formed,  lies  a  series  of  villages — 
the  two  Tapes  and  St.  Berny,  with  Ma.ve  and  Ladon- 
champs  respectively  slightly  to  the  east  and  west  front. 
More  or  less,  there  were  Prussian  troops  in  all  these. 
The  dispositions  detailed  to  me  by  the  Staff  ofiicer  bad 
been  substantially  maintained.  Bazaine  had  laid  his 
scheme  with  great  art.  Covered  by  the  dense  fog,  he 
had  made  his  dispositions  with  such  adroitness,  that  when 
it  lifted,  a  Utile  past  one,  his  arrangements  were  already  all 
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^^H  bet  complete.     In  the  first  instance,  he  directed  a  strong 
^^B    '  assHuh  on  Ladoncliamps.     The  Landwehr  outpost  held 
^H       the  place  as  if  they  were  10,000  instead  of  100  men,  and 
^^P       the  French  sent  their  iufantiy  snarming  into  it.  while 
^~        their  artillery  played  upon  it.     '■  Only  an  attempt  to  re- 
occupy  Liadanchamps,"  quoth  my  friend  of  the  Staff,  as 
he  lit  a  fresh  cigar ;  '■  the  guns  will  teach  them  the  folly 
of  that,  and  we  can  go  back  to  our  arbour."     Certainly  it 

■  seemed,  if  any  ai'gument  could  he  convincing,  that  the 
Prussian  artillery  must  be  doing  so.  The  white  spurts  of 
smoke  were  visible  all  raund  ihe  rolley.  On  the  ri^t  front 
the  batlei'tes  at  Scnnecourc  were  bard  at  work,  and  also 
others  nearer  us  on  the  flat,  while  the  great  guns  at  Frene- 
courtlwere  sending  shells  at  a  low  range  right  over  Ladon- 

I  champs  in  among  the  advancing  French.  Then,  on  our 
left,  at  Amelange,  two  other  batteries  were  maintaining  a 
semi-cross  fire ;  and  from  the  bluffs,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Moselle,  between  Olgy  and  Malroy.  the  Prussian  field 
artillery  were  also  roaring.  But  my  friend  of  the  Staff 
^  was  not,  for  an  hour  or  two  at  all  events,  to  see  the  ar- 
bour. The  attack  on  Ladoncbamps  was  a  diversion. 
Suddenly  the  villages  of  Grandes  and  Petites  Tapes,  of 
St  Remy  and  Mase,  were  overwhelmed  by  a  cataract  of 
Frenchmen.  The  5'Jth  Landwehr  in  St.  Remy  would 
^H  not  fall  back,  as  it  should  have  done  in  common  pru- 
^B  dence,  but  stood  up  there  in  the  street  till  the  French, 
^V  having  played  upon  it  wiih  their  artillery,  and  rained  on 
it  Chassepot  and  mitrailleuse  bullets,  finally  pushed 
backwards  the  shattered  remnant  on  to  the  chauuie  by  dint 
of  sheer  numbers.  Thefusllier  battalion  of  the  58th  occu- 
pied Grandes  Tapes,  and  it  occupies  Grandes  Tapes  now, 
but  the  occupation  consists  of  the  dead  and  the  wounded. 
The  battalion  would  not  give  ground,  and  may  be  said  to 
have  been  annihilated  as  it  stood,  the  men  with  their 
backs  to  the  wall  and  their  faces  to  the  foe.     The  other 
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battalions  of  tlie  Eame  regiment  suffered  terribly.  So  far, 
then,  Bazaine  had  succeeded.  He  had  reoccupied  the 
cliain  of  villages  athwart  the  valley,  and  had  got  a  few 
batteries  of  artillery  out  to  their  front  to  reply  to  the 
Prussian  fire.  But  the  stuttu  quo  he  neither  wished  to  nor 
could  retain.  The  Prussian  artillery,  throwing  its  pro- 
jectiles from  three  sides  of  tbe  pai'allelogram.  interfered 
witli  tile  comfortable  realization  of  the  latter  conception. 
As  regarded  the  former,  it  seemed  clear  that  Bazaine 
would  Mot  have  done  what  he  bad  if  he  did  not  contem- 
plate something  more.  Ttiat  something  I  have  not  the 
remotest  doubt  was  a  sortie  to  establish  conocclious  with 
Thionville.  His  tactics  were  well  conceived.  Fi-om  St. 
Remy  and  llie  two  Tapes  he  liept  the  Prussian  fire 
engrossed,  both  musketry  and  artillery.  He  sent  forward 
from  Grandes  Tapes  great  swarms  of  tirailleurs,  who 
fared  extremely  ill  at  the  hands  of  the  Landwehr  raen. 
But,  besides  this,  be  massed  a  great  number  of  men. 
There  must  have  been  nearly  30,0IX)  in  all  on  the  bank 
of  the  Moselle  under  cover  of  the  houses  of  Maxe,  and  he 
sent  them  forward  to  cut  through  the  Prussian  environ- 
ment where  it  was  weakest,  close  to  the  river.  Tbe 
moment  was  a  critical  one.  The  Landwehr  had  all  been 
sent  forward  against  the  villages,  with  the  exception  of 
one  brigade  that  was  in  reserve.  But  the  10th  Army 
Corps  had  been  crossing  tbe  pontoon  bridge,  and  massing 
between  the  river  and  A  melange.  Their  general,  Von 
Voights,  was  in  command  of  the  day's  operations,  and  he 
gave  the  order  for  several  regiments  to  advance.  It  was 
a  sight  never  to  be  forgotten.  First  came  tbe  Fusiliers, 
extending  at  a  rapid  ruQ  into  skirmishing  order,  and 
covering  the  whole  plain  wiih  their  long  thin  lines.  Then 
tbe  dense  columns  of  companies  of  the  Grenadiers,  the 
bands  playing  and  the  colours  unfurled— unwonted  sight. 
But  all  the  work  was  not  left  for  the  infantry  to  do.    The 
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artilleiy  ]elt  tlic  vilUges   alone,    and   concentrated  their 
fire  on  the  advancing  columns  of  the  French  hy  the 
■      Moselle.     Bazaine  is  singularly  weak  in  iielii  artillery, 
I      and  the  only  reply  was  from  the  sullen  sides  of  St.  Julien 
'       or  from  the  ramparts  of  St.  Eloy.     But  the  mitrailleuse 
venomously  sounded  its  ongrj  whirr,  making  the  skir- 
mishers recoil  nervously  as  tliey  crossed  the  line  of  fire, 
and  tearing  chasms  in  the  fronts  of  the  solid  masses  of 
which  they  were  the  forerunners.     The  artillery  and  the 
flkirmishers  were  enough  for  the  French.     The  dense 
columns  staggered  and  then  broke.     Through  my  glass 
I      I  could  see  a  continuous  latwe  qui  pent  into  the  village  of 
V    Haxe.     But  when  they  had  once  got  stone  and  lime  be- 
P     tween  them  and  the  Prussian  a,  the  French  were  obstinate. 
and  would  go  no  farther.     In  vain  the  Prussian  artillery 
fired  on  the  villages,  advancing  closer  and  closer  in  alter- 
nate order  of  batteries  with  a  precision  and  rapidity  that 
could  not  have  been  exceeded  on   Woolwich  Common. 
That    obstinate    battery    in   from   of  Grandes    Tapes 
would     not    cease,    and    the    French    tirailleurs    still 
lined  the  chttvuee  in  its  front.      By    this  time    it   was 
nearly  four  o'clock.     A  gallaol  captain  of  cavalry  pulled 
up  as  he  galloped  past  me  to  swear  at  the  French  for 
spoiling  his  dinner,  which  had  been   ordered  for  four. 
Alas  !  the  captain  will  want  no  more  dinners.     He  had 
not  gone  a  hundred  yards  to  my  right  wliea  a  shell  from 
St.  Julien  fell  and   burei  right   before  him,  and  blew 
'    himself  and  his  horse  into  fragments.     This  same  shell 
disturbed  a  hare,  which  bounced  from  its  form,  and  scam- 
pered across  ihe  buttle-field  right  in  a  line  with  the  gun- 
fire.    The  Landwehr  men  roared  at  the  sight  amid  the 
dropping  Chassepols,  and  but  for  the  restraint  of  the 
officer,    I   helieve    that  several  would   have  quitted  the 
shelter  of  ihe  entrenchments   to  go  in  chase.     As  we 
1  this  suspense  a  StatT  otticer  galloped  along  the 
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front  line  with  orders  for  a  geneitJ  advance 

villages  by   storm.     The  advance  he   told    me  was   to 

consist  of  four  brigades  of  the  Landwelir.  with  two 
brigades  of  the  10th  Army  Corps  supporting.  In  a  few 
minutes  more  the  command  came  sounding  along  the 
lino,  and  the  men  sprang  from  their  cover  and  went 
forward  with  that  steady  quick  step  so  cbaracteriatic  of 
the  Prussian  marching.  The  shells  from  the  battery 
in  front  of  Gramles  Tapes  tore  through  the  line,  the 
mitrailleuse  and  Chassepot  bullets  poured  against  it  their 
leaden  hail,  but  still  the  Landwebr.  silenl  and  stem,  went 
steadily  to  the  front.  I  have  been  under  lire  many  timea, 
but  I  never  knew  a  more  furious  fire  than  that  to  which 
the  centre  of  this  line  was  exposed.  General  von  Bran- 
denstein,  commandiag  the  3rd  Brigade  of  the  Landwehr, 
was  shot  down  as  he  rode  close  to  me,  and  sevei-al  of  his 
Staff  were  wounded.  At  lenglli  the  entrenchments  were 
readied,  behind  which  were  lying  the  slmttered  remnanta 
of  the  SOtli  and  58th  Landnehr.  The  fraternization 
consisted  in  the  cry  of  "  Hurrah  Preussen,"  and  tlien 
"  Vorwaits — immer  vorworts,"  and  the  line  threw  itself 
to  its  front  in  a  run.  The  gunners  from  the  battery, 
brave  men  and  stubborn,  had  barely  time  to  run  round 
the  comer  before  the  Landwehr  were  upon  them.  The 
guns  they  left  perforce.  In  the  villages  the  French  made 
a  last  stand,  but  it  had  been  better  for  them  that  tliey  had 
run  away  at  first.  The  Landwehr,  with  less  of  the  con- 
venlional  wairior  in  them  than  the  Line,  are  not  so  much 
inclined  to  give  quarter  as  are  the  professional  soldiers. 
With  many  a  Frenchman  this  afternoon  the  shrift  con- 
sisted of  a  bayonet  thrust.  They  fought  hke  devils  in 
the  narrow  ways  of  the  villages,  and  used  the  mitrailleuses 
with  rare  judgment  and  effect.  But  then  there  came  the 
steady  inexorable  stride  forward  of  the  Landwehr,  the 
bayonet  lent  force  with  tliat  huge  thigh  and  back  power 
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which  is  the  leading  characteristic  in  an  athletic  sense  of 
the  Prussian  physique,  and  the  villages  were  cleared  of 
all  save  victors,  dead,  and  wounded. 

Itelonjay,  Oct,  8.  i  a.m  — It  is  the  fate  of  a  correspondent 
in  such  times  as  these  never  to  get  a  chance  to  do  himself 
credit,  or  to  do  justice  to  the  public  who  read  the  journal 
which  he  represents.  Thus,  while  doing  my  poor  best 
to  describe  the  engagement  in  front  of  Maizicres,  which 
from  first  to  last  I  had  witnessed,  tem/nis  incxorabile  in- 
tervened, and  I  had  to  conclude  without  recounting  not 
a  few  episodes  which  desen-od  well  to  be  commemorated. 
Since  I  finished  that  letter  st  8  p.m.,  I  have  ridden 
twenty  miles.  My  route  was  to  the  railway  station  at 
Gourcelles,  and  thence  back  to  this  place,  my  old  quar- 
ters. In  the  present  letter  I  would  ask  permission  to 
pick  up  a  few  of  the  tlireads  which  time  compelled  me 
to  leave  hanging  loose  in  my  previous  teller  of  last 
evening.  To  the  Landwehr  must  be  conceded  the 
honour  of  the  fray.  They  it  was  who  checked  the  rush 
of  the  French  advance,  by  holding  the  villages  till  they 
ha<l  not  a  man  that  could  stand  upright  and  fire  the 
needle-gun.  To  them  also  was  entrusted  the  grand 
final  advance  which  swept  the  French  out  of  the  villages. 
I  have  seen  the  Pmssian  Line  soldiers  fight  before  to- 
day. I  saw  them  clamber  np  the  face  of  the  Spioheren 
on  their  hands  and  knees  ;  1  saw  them  deploy  in  front  of 
Colombey  and  Montoy  in  tlie  battle  of  the  14lh  of 
August  1  I  saw  them  stand  up  against  the  mitrailleuses 
on  tlie  slopes  of  Gravelotte ;  and  I  saw  tliem  da,sh  the 
Frenchmen  back  inside  Sedaa  on  the  1st  of  September. 
I  have  learned  to  believe  that  the  Prussian  Line  men  can 
do  aught  (hat  any  soldiers  in  the  world  can  do.  But  it 
was  not  till  yesterday  that  I  gmiged  the  calibre  of  the 
Landwehr.  Were  I  a  general,  I  should  never  wish  to 
command  better  men.  Cool  in  the  enlreuchments,  when 
T  3 
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Ihey   lay    calmly  in  position,  pickiag  up  the  bullets  I 
fell  among  them— resolute,  indomitable,  in  their  steady  1 
quick  march  forward,  and  then  irresistible  ill  the  final 
bayonet  rush  with  which  they  cai-ried  the  villages— they 
are  troops  to  delight  the  heart  of  a  man  with  a  soldierly   ] 
instinct.     Nothing  was  more  observable  than   the  cool    < 
manner  in  which  the  wounded  went  to  the  rear  in   l.be    { 
general  advance— every  man   depending  on   himself  if 
he  could  walk  at  all,  declining  the  services  of  assis- 
tants to  help  him  out  of  the  fray.     Nor  were  they  slight 
wounds   witli   which    ihese    gallant    fellows    struggled 
unaided    to    the    rear.       One,   for   instance,   to   whom 
I    spoke,   was    shot  right   through   the   lungs,    and   at 
every  step  his  breath  came  panting  through  the  bullet- 
hole.     It  might  be  that  he  struggled  on  till  he  reached 
the  straw  in  the  courtyard  of  the  Chateau  of  Amelange,    , 
where    the    doctors    were    toiling   up   to   their  elbows    | 
in  blood;  but  I  fear  his  was  oue  of  the   many  hoi 
that  checquered  ihe  green  fields  behind  the  advance. 
Gallant    fellows    as    they    are,  it  goes   to   one's  heart   | 
to   see    the    Landwehr    fight    and    die.      Not    like 
Linesman  can  they  take  their  life  in  their  hand  and  go   { 
down  into  the  fray  conscious  that  nohody  will  hunger 
because  they  fall.     For  every  second  Landwehr  man  that 

'  fell  yesterday  there  is  a  widow  in  tlie  Fatherland  now, 
and,  with  children  of  my  own  around  my  hearth,  my 
heart  swells  to  think  of  the  number  of  unconscious* 
orphans  made  yesterday  in  the  pleasant  villages  and  the 
quiet  plains  of  Deutschland.  Pray  God  that,  fight  who 
may,  there  may  be  no  more  deadly  battles  in  which  the 
Landsvehr  shall  have  to  take  part.  Sot  that,  as  it  seemed 
to  me.  they  dwelt  upon  the  thought  q(  frau  and  kinder. 
The  hairy  kerl,  with  the  grey  in  his  beard— and  who 
knows  how  many  young  birds  in  his  nest? — went  straight  I 
to  the  front  as  boldly  as  the  sprightly  young  volunteer 
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who  had  only  a  girl  to  weep  for  him  if  he  should  fall. 
But  they  are  a  prayerful  people  these  Germans,  and 
I  fancied,  when  the  word  "  Vorwiirts  "  came  aouuding 
tlirough  the  ninks,  that  many  a  man  heut  his  head  for  a 
0  his  hand,  as  if  he  were  entering  a  church. 
And  referiing  to  religion,  who  was  ihis.  think  yon.  that 
g  to  the  front  with  white  hair  and  black  skirls 
flying  hehind  him  on  the  wind?  The  divisional  chap- 
lain, good  clerics  of  England — a  big  bottle  in  one  hand 
en<l  a  prayer-book  in  the  otiier.  The  bottle  contained  a 
cordial ;  no  man  needs  to  be  told  what  kind  of  cordial 
the  prayer-hook  contained.  I  wish  you  could  afford  space 
for  a  translation  of  all  the  prayers  in  thtaliitle  war  gospel. 
The  army  chaplains  have  compiled  a  variety  of  short  and 
simple  prayers  for  the  troops  in  various  circumstances. 
There  is  one  for  men  on  iht  feidiraeht ;  another,  pure  and 
pathetic  in  its  beautiful  siniplicitv.  for  the  vtnuundete . 
And  no  doubt  Herr  Pastor,  as  he  went  to  the  front  amid 
the  hailstorm  of  bullets,  had  his  finger  on  the  page  on 
which  this  prayer  is  prinl*^d.  The  good  man  was  out  of 
breath,  and  he  had  a  smear  of  clay  on  his  shoulder,  for 
as  he  gaspingly  told  me.  his  horse  had  been  already  shot 
under  him.  When  I  next  saw  him  he  was  behind  a  wall 
in  Grandes  Tapes,  among  a  group  of  proslraU^  men.  and 
he  was  lifting  up  his  voice  in  prayer  amidst  the  roar  of 
the  artillery.  What  an  etti-aordinary  superiority  the 
Prussian  troops  have  over  the  French  when  the  matter 
comes  to  he  decided  at  close  quarters  by  a  bayonet  chaise  ! 
The  lithe  supple  Frenchmen  recoil  like  ao  much  india- 
rubber  before  the  straight  strong  shoulder  push  of  the 
Prussians.  But  india-rubber  recovers  its  elasticity  and 
reboimds— the  French  never  rebound.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  sheer  weight  rniher  than  impetus. 
It  was  with  impetus  rather  than  weight  that  we  drove 
the  Russians  buck  that  foggy  moming  that  ushered  in 
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the  battle  of  Inkermonn,  and  it  was  also  by  the  fury  of 
their  impetus  Ihattlie  French  carried  the  Mamelon.  But 
the  Prussians  pusli  the  bayonet  forward  less  with  n  ropid 
rush  than  witli  a  measui-ed,  stately,  quick  step  that  carries 
everything  before  it  as  inexorably  as  fate.  On 
to  the  rear,  after  the  brunt  of  the  fight  was  over,  1  looked 
into  the  courtyai-ii  of  Anielatige,  where  the  doctors  were 
hard  at  work.  The  men  ky  all  round  wailing  for  their 
turn,  and  smoiiing  like  so  many  lime-kilns.  Hera  already 
by  five  o'clock  there  were  quite  two  hundred  wounded, 
and^those  in  Amelange  were  but  a  handful  compared 
to  the  gross  number  that  had  been  wounded.  Afler  Z 
had  finished  the  letter  which  I  sent  3-ou  yesterday  evening, 
I  rode  with  it  to  Courcel  lea.  Immediately  after  crosdng 
the  pontoon  bridge  at  Argancy  a  detour  became  necessary. 
The  Prussian  aitillery  was  still  firing  in  the  moonlight 
from  the  heights  above  Olgy,  and  St.  Juheu  was  sluggishly 
throwing  projectiles  on  to  the  tnble-land,  seemingly  to  shut 
up  their  fire.  All  tlie  ground  in  the  rear  of  Charly  and 
towards  Fony  was  pitted  with  shells  that  had  fallen  and 
burst  during  the  day.  A  brisk  musketry  fire  was  still 
going  on  in  front  of  Chieulles  and  L'Orme,  so  quiet  wheo. 
I  had  ridden  through  them  in  tlienioiiiin]'.  The  French 
pouring  down  out  of  the  fiois  do  Grimont,  had  been  a 
feigned  attack  in  consid'erable  force  up  this  valley,  and 
the  old  women  and  cbilJren  in  Chieulles  must  have  hod 
their  equanimity  not  a  little  disturbed.  All  I  could  hear  ' 
was  that  in  the  front  there  were  many  dead  and  wounded, 
and  I  met  a  large  ambulance  titsin  coming  forward  into 
the  fire  from  out  the  village  of  Vi-emy.  I'oix  had  been 
shelled  during  the  day,  h»t  all  was  now  quiet  there.  A 
little  farther  on  I  came  tcj  the  rear  of  Servigriy  and  Noisse- 
ville,  from  which  I  met  my  friends  of  the  4tli  returning 
singing  triumphantly.  The  French  from  Mey  and  the 
slope  in  front  of  Si.  Julien  had  sent  three  battalions  into 


I 


I 


I 
I 


Noailly,  and  thence  had  attempted  to  stonn  the  repli  in 
froDt  of  Noisseville,  hut  had  been  repulsed  wilh  consider- 
able loss,  the  Prussian  artillery  driving  them  out  o£ 
Nouilly  into  the  vrood.  I  was  in  lime  to  accompany  a 
tentative  advance  of  the  Pmssiao  nrtiller)'  along  the 
chausaie  right  under  the  earthworks  of  Little  Belle  Croix, 
which  was  cliiefly  remarkable  from  tlie  circumstance  that 
St  Julien  mode  no  effort  to  arrest  the  operation, 

October  7. — Yesterday  two  or  three  very  hea\'y  trains  came 
through  Remilly,  towards  Pont-a-Mousson,  containing 
the  siege  train  '_trom  Strasburg.  It  bas  been  sent 
forward  towards  Paris  with  all  speed,  taking  the  northern 
route  by  Laon,  aa  tfae  destroyed  tunnels  on  tlie  Mama 
Valley  line  prevent  that  niilway  from  being  utilized 
throughout  its  whole  length.  Anotlier  train  also  passed 
containing  artillery  from  Kiel:  ihe  abandonment  of  the 
Bailie  blockade  on  the  pait  of  the  French  fleet  having 
made  available  the  heavy  guns  which  bad  defended  the 
forts  of  that  port.  It  is  reported  that  the  gi*eat  KJrupp 
cannon  has  gone  forward  to  Paris.  This  immense  piece 
many  readei-s  must  remember  as  having  been  in  tlie 
Paris  Exposition  of  1867.  It  is  the  only  one  of  its 
calibre  ever  made  in  Prussia,  and  was  located  in  one  of 
the  forls  at  Kiel,  wiih  a  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
projectiles  especially  made  for  it.  If  it  has  really  gone 
to  Paris,  it  ought  soon  to  make  an  impression  ;  for  it  is 
probably  the  most  powerful  piece  of  artillery  in  the 
world. 

By  special  request  of  the  ti'oops  stationed  here  in  Retonfay 
there  was  divine  service  tliis  morning  in  a  meadow  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village,  The  Division  Chaplain  officiated, 
and  tlie  Brigadier- general  was  present  with  his  Staff.  It 
was  a  fine  sight  to  see  the  four  baltotions,  numbering  as 
many  tlioussnd  men,  drawn  up  in  a  hollow  square,  with 
the  clergyman  and  the  regimental  baud  in  the  cenlre. 


The  service  commenced  with  a  lijmn,  in  which  all  the 
troops  joined  with  fenour.  This  was  followed  by  the 
liturgy,  with  full  choral  service.  Then  the  minieter 
preached  a  kind  of  informal  sermon.  He  selected  no 
Scripture  text — his  text  was  the  duly  of  a  Cliristian 
soldier  in  war  time.  His  words  evidently  came  from  the 
heart,  and  as  evidenlly  vent  to  the  heart.  When  he 
spoke  of  the  friends  at  home  longing  for  tidings  from  the 
front,  and  yet  half  afraid  lo  hear  thera  lest  they  should 
learn  that  the  loved  one  had  fallen  in  battle,  many  were 
the  heads  bent  down  on  the  manly  chests,  and  many  a 
gallant  soldier  held  his  hand  before  his  eyes  to  hide  the 
starting  tear.  It  was  remarkable  what  an  effect  the 
chaplain's  words  had  Iti  stimulating  correspondence 
when  the  service  was  over,  Round  each  felJtctbel  there 
was  quite  a  little  crowd  eager  to  obtain  the  "  cor- 
respondence carte"  on  which  the  troops  mostly  write 
dieir  brief  epistles,  and  the  post  corporal  had  enough  to 
do  to  caiTy  the  great  bag  with  which  he  went  over  to  the 
lield-post  in  Flanville,  A  little  after  the  service  I  was 
sitting  with  the  paymaster  and  another  officer,  when  a 
knock  came  lo  the  door,  and  there  entered  a  great 
hulking  fellow  from  Dantzic,  wlio  sheepishly  asked  the 
paymaster  to  accommodate  him  with  paper  money  for  his 
bullion.  How  much  do  you  think  he  had?  Why.  count- 
ing pfennings  and  a  queer  collection  of  kreut^ers,  he 
could  make  up  just  one  thaler,  and  this  huge  remittance 
the  great  honest  manly  fellow  wished  to  send  to  the  /ran 
away  on  the  shore  of  the  Baltic,  It  was  only  (tireo 
shillings,  hut  it  was  the  l&st  stiver  the  man  had,  and  he 
will  go  without  his  glass  of  beer  till  next  pay  day  comes 
round.  Fancy  an  EngHsh  soldier  coming  to  his  officer 
with  a  handful  of  halfpence  for  convei-siou  into  paper- 
money!  But  a  German  regiment  is  one  great  brother- 
hood, and  the  paymaster  pocketed  the  coppers  and  gave 
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tbe  man  the  paper  thaler  with  &  kindly  word  and  look, 
for  has  he  not  a  /rait  of  lii.s  own  in  Konigsbcrg.  whose 
porti-ait  lies  ogiiinst  that  broad  chest  of  his?  In  the 
afternoon  there  were  company  parades,  at  which  the 
officer  ill  command  of  each  company  gave  the  men 
instructions  in  their  duties  ivhen  on  fcldwackt.  It  was 
not  a  drill,  but  a  kind  of  lecturei  The  men  listened 
intently  and  intelligently  to  the  lucid  expositions 
of  their  officer,  and  that  his  words  were  n'>t  to  them 
as  the  empty  air  was  proved  by  the  fact  lliat  after 
the  parade  was  over  I  heard  several  groups  of  men 
talking  over  the  subject-matter  of  the  kaiiptmann't 
observations. 
I  In  the  evening  there  was  a  camp  fire,  an  institution  not 
unknown  at  Wimbledon  in  tlie  early  days  of  the  volunteer 
movement,  when  as  yet  the  encampment  was  but  small, 
and  where  Lonl  Elcho's  sonorous  voice  could  be  heard 
over  the  whole  gathering.  During  peace  time,  there  is  a 
camp  fire — or  a  gathering  equivalent  to  it — once  a  week 
in  every  Prussian  regiment,  to  which  the  married  officers 
bring  their  good  ladies,  and  whiiher  also  tlie  ■'  beauty 
and  fashion  "  of  the  garrisoa  town  are  invited.  "  Beauty 
and  fashion  "  are  represented  in  Retonfay  by  a  few  French 
crones  of  fabulous  age.  who  confine  their  remarks  to 
muttering"  Mon  Dieu  "  continuously,  and  who,  I  suspect, 
would  gladly  poison  the  whole  regiment  if  they  could  do 
Bo  without  risk  to  themselves.  But  nevertheless  we  had 
our  camp  fire  lft.st  night,  and  that  too  nnder  quite  im- 
posing circumstances.  The  spot  selected  was  a  pretty 
meadow  by  the  side  of  a  stream,  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  village.  An  officer  of  taste,  and  with 
a  capital  e3'e  for  landscape  gardening,  devoted  himself 
from  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning  to  perfecting  the 
arrangements.  With  a  fatigue  party,  he  threw  a  pretty 
rustic  bridge  across  the  stream,  and  lined  the  path  lead- 
ing to  it  with  green  boughs.    With  tbese  two  he  en- 
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closed  a  large  circle,  widi  a,  emaller  area  close  by  for  tlie 
band,  and  iu  the  centre  of  the  larger  circle  a  great 
bonfire  was  built,  its  foundation  raised  by  tbe  earth  ex- 
cavated from  a  trench  dug  around  it.  All  tbe  chairs  in 
the  village  were  collected,  and  most  of  the  tables,  and 
placed  in  picturesque  confusion  around  this  central 
point.  The  ofticers'  began  to  gather  about  five  o'clock. 
They  were  all  so  smart  that  I  felt  asbamed  of  my  old 
tweed  shooting  jacket  aud  shockingly  dilapidated  wide- 
awake. The  parade  coats  bad  been  dug  out  of  the 
bottom  of  portmanteaus,  and  looked  quite  spruce  and 
natty.  Boots  had  been  polished  to  a  pitch  that  might 
have  stimulated  the  admiration  of  Day  and  Martin. 
Spurs  and  buttons  glittered  brightly  in  the  setting  sun. 
Then  our  worthy  colonel — Oberst  von  Sictzen-Hennig — 
made  his  appearance,  accompanied  by  his  stanch  ally 
tbe  major.  The  colonel  too  was  evidently  on  ceremony, 
for  he  wore  the  Bword  which  King  William  presented  to 
him  with  bis  own  hands  Uie  evening  of  one  of  the 
battles  of  the  1 8G(S  campaign.  AU  i-ose  to  greet  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  immediately  that  he  was  seated, 
the  baud  struck  up.  So  thoroughly^  was  the  bSbxc 
managed,  that  an  elaborately  written  progi-amme  of 
the  music  was  laid  on  the  coloncl's^table,  of  which  I 
took  a  copy.  It  may  interest  English  readers  to  know 
what  music  a  Prussian  regimental  band  played,  while 
the  bass  accompaniment  was  furnished  by  the  roar  of 
the  guns  over  against  us  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Moselle.    Hero  is  a  copy  of  the  programme: — 

Fest  Overture Fiieher. 

Aji  der  schJinen  blauen  Donau  Waber      Straiat, 

La  Belle  Amozone Loisvh/iorn. 

March  Potpourri Bach, 

Kiinsther  Fest  Quadrille        .       .       .       Hermann. 
Fanfare  Mililnire Atcher. 
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[t  was  a  veiy  pretty  sight.  About  forty  ofiBcers  \yere 
prefient,  grouped  picturesquely  around  the  tables.  MUi- 
tory  servants  circulated  everywhere,  serving  the  company 
with  glasses  of  beer.  The  outside  of  the  bough-onclosed 
circle  was  lined  witlithe  men  of  the  various  battalions,  who 
crowded  to  the  spot,  under  tbe  attraction  of  the  music. 
More  hearty  good  fellowship  could  not  be  imagined. 
The  colonel  and  the  youngster  who  won  his  silver  shoulder- 
straps  but  yesterday  were  on  the  most  equal  footing.  In 
an  interval  of  ihe  luusic  a  young  officer  came  into  the 
circle  who  had  just  returned  from  the  hospital  at  Dussel- 
dorf,  whilher  r  bullet  through  the  foot  in  the  battle  of 
tlie  31st  August  bad  sent  him.  Then  he  had  been  only 
ajeldicehtl,  but  be  had  got  Lis  lieulenancy  when  lying  on 
I  back,  and  this  was  hie  first  appearance  among  his 
3  since  his  promotion.  As  he  came  forwnrd  the 
mel  rose  and  called  for  a  bumper  lo  the  health  of  his 
lant  young  friend.  The  young  fellow  bowed  and 
blushed  as  all  obeyed  the  chiefs  order,  following  the 
draught  will)  a  cheer  ihitt  mu.it  have  been  heard  at  St. 
Julien.  Then  the  colonel  was  good  enough  to  dis- 
arrange the  programme  for  Ibe  introduction  of  "  Rule 
Britannia,"  as  a  special  token  of  consideration  for  your 
correspondent.  By  this  time  the  darltness  had  begun  to 
fall,  and  die  bonfire  was  formally  set  fire  to,  llie  circle 
breaking  up  from  the  tablts,  and  reforming  around  its 
clieerful  blaze.  The  band  exhausted  the  programme, 
and  took  lo  playing  song  tunes,  llie  officers  vbiming  in 
lustily  with  tbeir  voices,  and  the  men  on  the  outskirts 
taking  up  tlie  chorus.  Tbe  scene  was  one  in  which  a 
painter  would  have  delighted — the  bright  wood  fire 
lighting  up  the  fuces  of  the  circle  around  it,  and  ever 
and  anon,  as  it  shot  up  more  brightly,  dissipating  tbe 
thick  darimess  beyond,  and  flashing  on  the  faces  of 
the  men  tlirough  (he  boughs.    But  no  painter  could  give 
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effect  to  what  was  to  me  t]ie  most  weird  phase  or  the 
affair — tho  measured  thul  of  the  cannonading  sounding 
between  every  pause  in  the  music  or  lull  in  the  din  of 
the  conversation ;  and  it  was  strange,  too,  to  reflect  that, 
as  we  sat  here  cheerily,  we  were  still  within  llie  range  of 
the  great  guns  of  St.  JuHen.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  effect  which  a  J'2-pound  sliell  would  tisvc  had  if 
it  had  fallen  and  exploded  right  in  the  Iieart  of  the  bon- 
fire. The  good  fellows  of  the  Fourth,  however,  troubled 
ttiemsclves  with  no  such  speculations.  It  was  sullicieiit 
fur  iheni  that  St.  Julien  was  quiet,  and  that  the  fire  was 
cheery,  the  company  good,  and  the  beer  reasonable, 
plentiful,  and  palatable.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
one  of  the  captains  gave  a  toast,  which  was  received  with 
intense  enthusiasm — the  health  of  the  gallant  comrades 
who  had  won  the  decoration  of  the  Iron  Cross.  It  was 
on  the  breast  of  at  least  Imlf  those  who  sal  round  ilie 
lire.  Wjien  the  cheering  had  subsided  the  band  sti'uck 
up  the  "Paris"  march— a  aourenir  of  181.1,  in  remem- 
brance of  which  campaign  the  Iron  Cross  was  first  insti- 
tuted. About  half-past  eight  the  colonel  gave  the  toast 
of  "  Our  Comrades  of  the  Artillery,"  in  honour  of  some 
gentlemen  of  that  service  who  were  present,  and  tlieu, 
after  the  band  had  played  ''God  Save  the  King,"  said 
good  night,  and  went  away  to  his  supper.  I  followed 
him  in  a  very  short  time,  but  when  I  came  outside  to 
smoke  my  cigar  in  the  moonlight,  before  turning  in 
straw,  I  could  still  hear  Uie  meny  chorus  down  in  the 
among  the  meadow  by  the  camp-tire.  It  was  then 
about  eleven  o'clock,  and  how  long  after  the  last  of  the 
roisterers  may  have  kept  it  up  I  have  not  the  slightest 
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quietude ;  although 


storm  around  Metz  has  subsided, 
ire  in  what  is  here  reckoned  perfect 
]c  unaccustomed  to  the  playful  ways 
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of  Forla  St.  Julien  and  Lea  Bottes  might  not  utiDetundly 
feel  surprise  and  uneasiness  ss  he  watched  the  flashes 
from  their  grim  siiles  at  the  rate  of  about  one  in  every  five 
minutes.  I  have  noticed  that  this  fire  was  always  strong, 
est  after  the  hour  at  which  dinner  is  usually  partaken  of 
and  I  venture  alternate  hj-polheses  to  account  for  the  cir- 
cumstance. Tt  may  he  that  the  Fri^nch  gunners,  after 
their  scanty  meal  of  horseflesh  without  salt,  get  savage, 
and  worlc  off  their  wrath  by  discharging  their  hig  guns  in 
a  wild  and  promiscuous  fashion,  just  as  a  Highland  laird, 
when  he  loses  hiit  temper,  swears  miscellaneously  at  the 
whole  countryside.  Or  it  may  be  tliat,  in  the  absence  of 
solid  food,  the  champagne,  which  the  commandants  of 
the  forts  presumably  consume  for  dinner,  gets  into  their 
heads,  and  prompts  them  to  give  orders  for  the  imme- 
diate annihilation  of  the  besieging  army  by  a  few  brisk 
satvoes  from  their  heavy  artillery.  Wine,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  is  still  plentiful  in  Metz,  and  wine  will  reconcile 
French  troops  to  many  hardships. 

I  telegraphed  yesterday  morning  concerning  what  seemed 
then  a  very  threatening  aspect  of  affairs,  but  the  cloud,  in 
a  figurative  sense,  died  awny,  while  in  a  material  sense 
it  accumulated  and  then  hurst.  About  midday  a  furious 
stoi-m  of  rain  fell,  and  apparently  drowned  out  the  courage 
of  the  French.  Previous  to  tl)at  hour  St.  JuUenand  Les 
Dottes  had  thrown  in  all  about  lUO  grenades  in  among 
the  niius  of  the  Brasserie  and  among  the  fragments  of 
the  village  of  Noisseville.  But,  as  it  happened,  the 
Prussian  brigade  stood  just  behind  holh  places,  and  the 
men  had.  therefore,  an  cUgible  opportunity  of  acquainting 
themselves  in  perfect  safety  with  the  potency  of  a  shell- 
fire  from  heavy  artillery.  The  fire  gradually  died  away 
to  the  south,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  order  came  for 
the  reserves  and  artillery  to  return  to  their  several  quar- 
ters, ond  for  the  outposts  to  bo  reinstated  in  their  original 
positions.     Since  then  tbora  has  been  no  new  alarm.    It 
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is  not  difficult,  I  ibink,  to  form  a  tolenibly  corract  opinioo 
as  to  the  plan  of  Bazaine's  tactics  of  yesterday.  At  the 
lowest  estimate  he  must  have  65.000  tiitops.  which,  so 
far  as  the  defence  of  Metz  is  concerned,  are  superfluous, 
and.  therefore,  detrimental.  This  element  is  the  lever 
which  the  Prussians  are  using  for  the  reduction  of  the 
fortress.  They  are  ploughing  their  enemy's  ground  with 
their  eneiny's  heifer.  A.  hundred  thousand  men  will 
sooner  consume  a  given  quantity  of  provisions  than  will 
twenty  thousand ;  and  when  the  larger  number  reach 
starvation  point,  the  surrender  of  every  tiling— field  troops 
garrison,  fortress,  and  town — must  occur.  But  for  their 
appreciation  of  this  evenluolity,  nothing  would  please  ihe 
Prussians  better  than  to  open  a  fair  passage  to  Dazaine 
any  hour  in  the  twenty-four.  He  might  come  outside 
the  cordon  and  welcome  with  60,(100  men,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  following  daj.  when  he  was  holding  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  and  debating,  more  Oallico,  wliether  to  march 
on  Sedan  or  strike  southward  and  cut  the  Prussian  com- 
munications, a  hundred  thousand  Prussians  would  fall 
upon  him  from  all  points  of  tlie  compass  and  smite  him 
hip  and  thigh.  But  if  his  army  were  chopped  into  frag- 
ments to-morrow,  the  fortress  of  Metz,  with  its  garrison 
left  inside,  would  still  confront  the  besiegei's,  and  its  re- 
duction would  be  postponed  in  proportion  to  the  procras- 
tination of  the  starvation  point  effected  by  the  fewer 
mouths  to  feed.  Of  all  this  Bazaine,  a  capable  man, 
whose  energy  and  merits  the  Prussians  acknowledge 
frankly,  cannot  fail  to  be  aware.  He  objects  to  capitula- 
tion timplicUsr  in  the  fortress,  or  to  the  alternative  of 
capitulation  or  annihilation  in  the  open  field.  Out  there 
lies  the  Moselle,  beckoning  him  on  to  the  half-way  house 
of  Thionville,  and  beyond  Thionville,  at  the  distance  of 
a  single  forced  march,  lies  the  frantier.  Oh  I  if  he  could 
only  dash  out  through  that  vexatious  cordon.  Across  the 
beautiful  plain  tie  the  divisions  of  the  Landwehr.    A 
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regular  soldier  himself,  Bazaine  has  probably  jeflmed  to 
despise  the  Garde  Mobile    with  all  the  contempt  of  a 

,  veteran  used  to  command  veteraii  troops  ;  and  nothing  is 
more  nBtural  than  for  a  Frenchman   to  reason  from  a 

,  false  analogy  that  as  the  Garde  blobile  so  are  the  Land* 
wehr.  To-day  he  has  to  digest  his  misconception  as  best 
he  may.  But  the  conception  of  Bazaine's  effort  was  cre- 
ditable to  his  knowledge  of  the  military  art  While  he 
made  his  grand  effort  against  the  Lnndwelir  in  the  valley, 
he  did  his  best  to  keep  the  other  sections  of  the  environ- 
ing circle  from  finding  leisure  to  concentrate  in  support 
of  the  Landwehr,  The  attack  on  Vany.  L'Orme,  and 
Chieullea  waa  well  calculated  to  engross  the  J  0th  Army 
Corps ;  that  from  Mey  on  Noisseville  and  Servigny  might 
well  perform  the  same  office  with  regard  to  the  1st  Army 
Corps  ;  the  7th  Army  Corps  might  be  supposed  to  have 
their  hands  pretty  well  full  with  the  sortie  against  Peltre, 

1  Mercy-le-haut.  and  Ars-Laquene3£y,  and  with  luck  this 
sortie,  too,  might  get  through  as  far  as  the  depot  at  Cour- 
celles,  and  bring  back  of  its  abundance  to  the  Gardes  Na- 
tionales  who  were  plying  the  big  guns  on  the  ramparts, 
and    to    the  hungry  citizens-     The  well-conceived  feint 

,  against  Ladonchamps  was  intended  to  keep  the  3rd 
Army  Corps  in  play,  occupying  as  it  does  the  slopes 
between  the  valley  and  the  fort  of  Plappcville.  And 
then— there  was  but  the  Landwehr  to  cope  with,  and 
BUrely  40,000  veteran  French  troops  might  crash 
through  the  lines  of  these  citizen  soldiers,  weakened  as 
those  lines  were  by  elongation  across  the  whole  plateau. 
Then,  hey  for  Thionville  I  only  ten  miles  off,  where  a 
secure  lair  might  be  had  under  the  guns  of  that  fortress 
while  the  columns  caught  their  wind  ;  and  then,  picking 
up  by  the  way  what  superfluous  troops  there  might  be 
in  its  garrison,  one  long  march  to  the  frontier,  and  it 
gained  a  surrender  to  the  Dutch  ti'oops  instead  of  the 
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issians.  This  I  state  to  have  been  Bazaine'a 
pro^p'amme.  Had  it  Eucceeded,  Metz  would  Imve  been  a 
tougbcr  nut  for  the  Prussians  to  crack  than  ever ;  their 
policy  of  starvation  would  have  been  seriously  compro- 
mised, and  Bnzaine's  field  army  would  only  have 
anticipated  the  inevitable  capitulation. 
rhe  two  grand  blunders  which  defeated  the  schema  wen 
the  misconception  on  Bazaine's  part  of  the  sti-ength, 
prowess,  and  effective  dispositions  of  the  Landwebr,  and 
the  mistaken  idea  that  his  feints  to  the  right  and  left 
would  so  engross  the  10th  and  3rd  Army  Corps  as  to 
prevent  them  from  aiding  the  Landwehr  to  give  him 
check  on  the  plateau.  His  error  on  tiie  former  point 
must  have  come  home  to  him  when  he  saw  his  regulars 
recoiling  pell-mell  from  the  bayonet  points  of  the  Land* 
wehr  men  in  the  villages ;  the  salvoes  of  artillery  sent 
by  the  10th  Army  Corps  from  Malroy,  Olgy,  and  other 
heights  ou  the  east  side  of  the  Moselle,  and  by  the  3rd 
Array  Corps  from  Frenecourt,  Sennecourt,  and  the 
heights  above  St.  Eemy,  all  coigns  of  vantage  on  the 
bluffs  on  the  western  fringe  of  the  valley,  must  have 
made  lum  comprehend  that  a  feigned  attack,  even  if 
considerable,  was  not  capable  of  engrossing  the  full 
attention  of  a  Prussian  Army  Corps.  The  batteries  on 
the  positions  I  have  named  enfiladed  him  ruinously. 
Down  the  valley  there  tore  a  fierce  direct  fire  from  the 
batteries  at  Amelango  and  those  in  front  of  Brieux. 
which  advanced  by  alternate  battei-ies  with  as  much 
coolness  and  precision  as  I  have  seen  the  troops  of  a 
cflvali7  regiment  working  in  the  Phceni.T  Park;  while 
from  the  heights  on  either  side  came  such  a  erosa  fire 
that  I  am  filled  with  respect  for  the  troops  of  Bazaine, 
when  I  realize  the  fact  that  ihey  waited  for  the  bayonet 
to  dislodge  thera  from  th«ir  position.  Add  to  Bazaine's 
disadvantages,    that  he   was    miserably   short  of    field 
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artilleiy,  and  the  conclusion  is  obvious,  that  he  could 
not  but  have  failed  under  the  circumstances,  while  the 
deduction  |i3  no  less  patent  than  the  frustration  of  any 
future  attempt  is  equally  inevitable.  Bazaine  may 
betake  himself  to  a  careful  estimate  of  his  food  stores, 
and  then  work  a  little  sum  in  the  rule  of  simple  divi- 
sion. Let  him  divide  the  number  of  rations  by  the 
number  of  mouths  be  has  to  feed^the  result  will  be  the 
number  of  days  for  \Yhich  lie  can  hold  ouL  Let  him 
add,  if  he  please,  two  days  for  the  consumption  of  the 
available  boot  leather,  and  other  two  for  the  Quixotry  of 
absolute  slarvation,  if  he  can  prevail  on  his  men  to 
suffer  it  eauid  honorU ;  and  he  can  count  the  hours  that 
will  intervene  between  tlie  hoisting  of  the  while  flag 
with  as  much  certainty  as  the  inmate  of  the  condemned 
cell  can  reckon  the  hour  that  Wr.  Calcraft  shall  present 
himself. 

The  Prussians  will  intervene  in  no  way  to  disturb  a  calcula- 
tion made  on  the  basis  of  rations  and  moutlis.  Their 
tactics  are  fi«ed.  Their  circle  of  environment  is  drawn, 
and  will  neither  be  widened  nor  curtailed.  But  it  is 
highly  probable  that  even  if  Bazaine  should  abandon  as 
hopeless  any  intention  of  cutting  through,  there  may  be 
some  severe  fighting  within  the  next  few  days.  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  belt  of  "neutral" 
vill^es  which  lies  between  the  Prussian  and  the  French 
foreposts— a  kind  of  "no-man's  land,"  as  to  the  non- 
diaturbnnce  of  which  a  sort  of  tacit  understanding  has 
existed  fi-om  the  first.  The  Prussians  have  loyally  main- 
tained this  understanding,  out  of  regard  to  the  women 
and  children  occupying  the  villages ;  the  French  have 
frequently  violated  it.  Bazaine's  dispositions  of  the  day 
before  yesterday  were  based  on  an  all-round  violation  of 
the  understanding,  and  the  one-sided  character  of  an 
arrangement  adhered  to  only  by  one  of  the  parties  con- 
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[remed  must  be  obvious.  I  have  reasoD  to  believe  that 
it  is  under  consideration  on  the  pait  of  tlie  FruBsian 
authorities,  whether  it  be  not  imperative,  in  the  interest 
of  the  cause  in  which  tbey  are  engaged,  and  for  the  pre- 
vention of  outbursts  caiising  loss  of  life,  to  make  a  total 
destruction  of  these  neutial  villages,  and  clear  tlie  inler- 
Yening  space  right  up  to  the  French  front.  This  is  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  diBtinguished 
engineer  officers.  One  of  these,  a  man  whose  opinion  U 
of  immense  weight,  assured  nie,  on  tlie  7th  inst.,  that  he 
was  prepared  to  recommend  this  course  from  the  very 
outset,  and  that  its  postponement  was  merely  mistaken 
lenity,  "War  is  war,"  was  his  p'im  remark.  From  a 
mihtaiy  point  of  view  1  agree  in  toto  with  tliis  distin- 
guished tactician.  I  connot  but  honour  the  generous 
counsels  which  have  as  yet  averted  the  step,  and  which, 
as  I  think  piobahle,  would  still  have  prevailed  but  for  the 
bad  faith  of  the  French  army.  As  I  came  through  an 
abandoned  village  yesterday,  I  read  an  inscription  which 
some  sententious  individual  had  written  with  the  end  of 
a  charred  stick  on  the  front  of  a  burnt  house,  "  O'est  la 
guerre  I  "  was  the  dry  comment  on  the  ruin.  I  should 
have  liked  to  have  seen  this  blackened  cottage,  with  its 
short  but  bitter  inscription,  set  down  on  one  of  the 
Boulevards  of  Paris  when  ihe  capital  was  ringing  with 
the  shouts  of  ""a  Berlin  !  'a  Berlin  !  "  And  "  C'est  la 
guerre  "  will  be  all  the  consolation  left  to  the  desolaI« 
ones.  But,  good  folks  in  Britain,  with  big  hearts  and 
heavy  purses,— andl  may  add  with  snug  houses  and  firm 
roof-trees, — I  pray  you  think  of  these  poor  creatures,  now 
housing  in  the  doomed  rillages;  when  the  warning  goes 
forth,  what  will  be  their  fate  in  this  inclement  weather, 
with  the  ground  a  quagmire  and  the  country  desolated 
for  miles  around  1     Think,  wives  and  mothers,  of  the 
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quit  the  humble  cottage  homes  and  go  forth — God  alone 
tnowa  whither.  If  anything  is  done  for  theao  wretched 
peasantiy  let  it  ha  done  quickly,  while  yet  it  is  possible 
to  do  good.  At  present  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages 
occupied  by  the  Prassians  live  on  the  frank,  but  necea- 
sainly  casual,  charity  of  the  Prus.'sian  soldiery.  la  this 
village  the  venerable  pastor  lies  stricken  with  an  incurable 
disease.  In  his  house  are  quartered  several  Prussian 
officers,  and  with  one  of  these  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  sick 
room  on  the  night  of  our  arrival.  The  dying  oid  man — 
a  gentleman  and  a  scholar— showed  us,  with  a  blush  on 
his  withered  face. his  emptjpurse.  Food. physic, money, 
or  medical  comforts,  he  had  none.  They  have  quick 
sympathies,  these  gallant  lads  of  the  Prussian  army ! 
Out  came  the  purse,  and  the  tlialers  clinked  as  the 
pastor's  empty  purse  grew  heavier.  Then  there  was  a  bolt 
for  the  regimental  doctor,  and  in  half  an  hour  a  bottle  of 
physic  was  by  the  bcd-hend,  and  a  cup  of  Liebig  in  the 
pastor's  hand.  The  old  man  wept  as  he  blessed  the  lad. 
and  methouglit  there  was  water  in  the  eyes  of  the  latter 
as  he  bent  his  head.  Protcstnnt  as  he  is.  to  receive  the 
blessings  of  a  Catholic.  This  is  but  one  instance  out  of 
the  many  of  the  generous  sympathy  of  the  Prussians ; 
but  this,  warm  as  it  is,  must  utterly  fail  to  overtake  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  if  the  destruction  of  these  villages 
should  be  decided  on.  The  true  help  would  consist  in 
the  transportation  of  the  women  and  children  to  a  part 
of  France  not  afflicted  with  active  warfare,  and  their 
maintenance  till,  after  the  proclamation  of  peace,  their 
homes  should  be  rebuilt.  The  undertaking  is  not  a 
stupendous  one— in  all,  probably,  there  are  not  400  un- 
fortunates. There  will  be  many  less  after  a  time,  if 
assistance  of  some  kind  cannot  be  afforded. 

If,  however,  friends  in  Britain  sboald  be  moved  to  make 
some  effort  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  wretched 
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victims  of  war,  it  is  necessary  to  warn  wbatever 
of  administration  may  be  adopted  against  dilettant^isiU] 
red  tape,  and  the  truly  British  practice  of  divided  respon- 
sibility. Let  warning  be  taken  by  the  imbecile  failure  of 
the  organization  of  the  British  ambulances  for  affording 
aid  to  the  wounded.  I  have  not  words  to  express  my 
disgust  and  contempt  for  the  mal-administratioa  which 
makes  the  whole  ofTair  b  laughing-stock  in  this  section 
of  the  theatre  of  war.  "We  all  know  how  long  the  war 
has  lasted.  I  should  have  expected  to  see  some  kind  of 
organization  at  the  inslaace  of  the  British  society  estab' 
lished  around  Melz,  looking  at  the  funds  which  a  generous 
public  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  directorate.  la 
contradistinction  to  this,  I  am  oBicially  informed  that 
ihe  management  in  Sanrbruck  are  engaged  in  the  con- 
atructiou  of  a  depiit  for  the  reception  of  their  stores, 
since  no  existing  building  can  be  obtained  on  lease. 
There  are  empty  French  mills  at  Steering— three  miles 
from  Saarbmck,  and  advantageously  situated  on  the  rail- 
way— which  might  be  bad  for  the  trouble  of  occupation. 
But  then  Steering  is  some  distance  from  the  Hesbpots  of 
Egypt  in  the  shape  of  good  tables  d'hote  and  spring 
mattresses.  I  take  it  that  the  edifice  at  Saarbruck  will 
be  roofed  in  and  floored  about  the  time  when  the  war  is 
over,  and  the  wounded  are  all  hobbling  about  in  a  con- 
valescent stale.  I  am  also  officially  informed  that  au 
ambulance  train  of  eight  carriages  has  yesterday  been 
sent  forward  to  Remillj,  and  that  the  ■■  English  Ambu- 
lance "  is  now  prepared  to  iulfil  requisitions  made  upon 
it  from  any  quarter.  The  RemiUy  expedition  is  to  wait 
there  "  for  the  capitulation  of  Metz ;  "  and  it  may  be  of 
some  use,  provided  the  Staff  have  not  consumed  in  the 
meantime  all  the  medical  comforts  in  aiding  the  sick  in 
ihe  hospitals  of  Uie  town  and  fortre.ss.  Sut  I  submit 
that  it  is  not  suflicient  for  a  concern  like  the  English 
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Ambulance  to  tnlte  its  ease  in  its  inn,  and  to  iniimate  in 
a  Blip§hod  way,  by  casual  journeys  to  the  front,  thnt  it  is 
in  B  condition  to  supply  requisitions.  This  much  a  whole- 
sale druggist  would  do,  and  be  glad  to  do.  Neither  does 
it  accord  with  what  I  consider  the  duty  of  a  national 
matter  like  this,  that  its  conductors  in  this  quartei'  should 
quietly  remain  on  the  frontier,  and  helplessly  request 
suggestions  from  men  who  may  be  on  the  foreposts  with 
eyes  in  their  heads.  The  route  all  round  Melz  is  open 
for  anybody  who  is  well  authenticated  and  well  mounted, 
and  it  is  the  part  of  a  judicious  administrator  to  judge 
for  himself,  rather  than  to  entreat  suggestions  from 
others.  I  think  it  would  be  neither  difficult  norn  matter 
occupying  much  time  to  organize  a  thoroughly  efficient 
ambulance  for  the  district  around  Melz.  The  two  typical 
men  in  my  mind  for  such  are,  aPickford's  depSt  foreman 
and  the  [late'  Mr.  Bianconi,  who  organized  the  mail-car 
system  throughout  Ireland.  The  foreman  could  do  all, 
and  more  than  all.  that  the  ambulance  is  now  doing. 
With  the  facilities  which  the  Prussian  auLhnrilies  cheer- 
fully accord,  he  would  intimate  his  wilingness  '■  to  fulfil 
all  requisitions  (hat  might  be  made  upon  him."  He 
would  deposit  the  required  materials  at  the  dooi-s  of  the 
several  lazarettos  in  want  of  them.  Then,  as  regards  the 
real  purpose  for  which  an  "  amhiilance  "  is  intended,  and 
whence  it  derives  its  name.  Around  Metz,  in  the  third 
line,  there  are  everywhere  practicable  roads.  District 
depSts  might  easily  be  established,  one  say  at  Ste.  Barhe, 
another  at  Olgy.  a  third  somewhere  behind  Sennecourt, 
and  a  fourth  at  Gravelotte.  To  these  depots  might  be 
consigned  the  siclc  and  wounded  Prussians  from  the 
several  regiments  and  brigades — the' poor  fellows  who 
now  make  long  weary  journeys  to  Courcelles  in  springlees 
country  carts  or  on  foot  Between  each  of  these  depSta 
there  might  be  a  continuous  service  of  elongated  Irish 
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nould  make  an  efficient  protection  from  the  weather. 
Thus,  by  easy  Btages,  and  resting  at  Intervals  in  the 
depots,  might  the  sick  and  wounded  be  brought 
down  in  ease  and  comfort  to  Courcelles,  whence  the 
trains  are  ready  to  convey  them  to  Prnssia.  Tbesa 
hospital  trains  are  the  most  complete  things  of 
the  kind  I  have  ever  seen.  The  carriages  are  built 
on  the  American  model,  with  entrance  at  either  end. 
There  are  two  tiers  of  beds  down  each  side,  three  in  each 
tier,  and  Uie  hedshave  eveiy  appliance  calculated  to  give 
comfort  to  the  occupants.  One  carriage  is  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  a  laboratory,  another  forms  a  living  and 
sleeping  room  for  the  volunieer  attendants,  and  a  third  is 
a  kitchen.  I  have  written  about  the  English  Ambulance 
from  a  vivid  remembrance  of  Balaclava.  That  fort,  with 
its  organization  for  provisioning  and  medical  purposes, 
got  into  a  decent  state  of  method  and  system  about  ten  days 
before  the  order  came  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
which  had  reduced  Sevastopol.  I  think  it  probable  that 
the  same  lardy  results  will  characterize  our  organization 
in  the  present  instance,  unless  some  one  widi  energy, 
knowledge  of  what  is  really  wanted,  or  contempt  for  the 
Circumlocution  Office,  and  no  special  craving  for  the 
fieshpots  of  Egypt,  hits  entrusted  to  him  tlie  control  of 
affairs.  At  Courcelles  there  is  «  Geu:mn  depot  under 
Baron  Kramm,  which  is  really  working  tooth  and  nail 
under  difficulties  that  an  English  ambulance  would  not 
have  to  encounter.  The  Baron  himself  is  one  of  the 
most  energetic  men  I  have  met,  and  works  day  and  night 
with  the  supremest  contempt  for  the  good  things  of  diis 
life. 
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The  terribly  wet  weather  which  we  have  had  for  the  last 
thirty-six  hours  has  already  begun  to  tell  a  tale  on  the 
health  of  the  Prussian  troops.  Waggon-load  after  wag- 
gon-load of  sick  men  goes  down  to  Courcelles.  Diarrhcea 
and  bronchitis  are  the  chief  complaints.  There  are  many 
more  men  arriving  well  than  departing  sick,  and  good 
things  for  the  troops  pour  in  apace.  We  had  yesterday 
a  large  consignment  of  red  wine,  seltzer- water,  under- 
clothing, and  cigars,  and  it  pleased  me  not  a.  little  to  see 
the  hospital  orderlies  administering  to  the  wounded  men 
iuAmelange  soda-water,  on  the  bottles  containing  which 
was  the  name  of  an  English  firm.  The  knilted  woollen 
abdominal  belts  which  have  been  sent  Uown  from  tlie 
Fatherland  are  most  valuable  things  for  the  prevention 
of  ill-heallh  in  this  weather,  when  the  rain  is  coming 
down  in  a  deluge,  and  the  whole  country  is  like  lb  in 
putty.     A  heavy  pelt  of  hail  fell  yesterday. 

The  Oberst  has  just  called  upon  us,  bringing  me  a  letter, 
and  also  the  semi-olBcial  iuformation  that  tliree  French 
eagles  and  two  French  battalions  were  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Maizieres  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  have  just 
seen  a  statement  in  a  German  paper,  quoted  from 
firussele,  to  the  effect  that  an  open  letter  has  been  found 
in  a  "  pitst  balloon "  from  Metz,  stating  that  Leboeuf 
and  Bazaine  have  wounded  each  other  in  a  duel,  and  that 
Canrobert  is  now  in  command.  I  do  not  impugn  the 
veracity  of  the  statement  ihat  such  information  may  have 
been  contained  in  an  open  letter  founJ  in  a  balloon— it 
may  be  true,  or  a  Belgian  invention  ;  I  have  no  means  of 
judging.  But  I  can  inform  you  of  this  fact — which  I  have 
leomt  personally  from  French  prisoners  of  tlie  day  before 
yesterday — that  Ba^aine  himself  conducted  the  operations 
of  that  day,  and  that  he  was  in  the  immediate  front  of  St. 
Eloy  when  the  combined  nttacks  were  made  on  Ladon- 
champs  and  Grandes  and  Fetites  Tapes. 
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Octobfr  1 1 , — A  French  deserter  from  the  nrmy  of  Metz  was 
brought  hci*  this  nioniing.  as  I  have  already  informed 
you  by  telegram.  He  belonged  to  tiie  59th  of  the  Line, 
and  to  the  Army  Corps  of  which  Jlarahal  Lebosuf  has 
the  coiiimanil.  His  regiment,  along  with  two  others,  is 
lying  on  the  slope  on  which  stands  the  village  of  Vauloux. 
a  little  behind  IJey.  He  told  us  ttiat  his  desertion  was  a 
matter  of  arrangement  wUh  a  large  body  of  the  soldiery, 
Lots  had  been  drawn  who  shonld  malte  the  lirst  attempt, 
and  if  the  experiment  succeeded,  the  others  were  to  de- 
sert likewise.  He  dodged  along  the  verge  of  the  Bois  de 
Grimont,  and  then  came  sneaking  through  the  vine-bergs 
till  he  reached  the  Prussian /a  Wwac/i(  behind  Nouilly.  I 
am  told  that  many  Frenchmen  were  obseiTed  matching 
his  career.  The  man  is  an  Alsatian,  as  are  most  of  the 
men  of  his  regiment,  and  he  speaks  German  weil.  He 
says  the  men  around  Metz  are  tired  of  their  lives.  Nomi- 
wally,  the  force  to  which  he  belonged  lives  under  canvas, 
but  the  stench  in  the  tents  is  so  strong,  by  reason  of 
cutaneous  diseases  among  the  men,  that  almost  aU  sleep 
in  the  open  air.  This  for  the  last  two  days  has  been 
tantamount  to  sleeping  in  a  water-butt.  The  skin  disease 
is  chiefly  of  a  scorbutic  character,  caused  by  the  want  of 
vegetables,  the  absence  of  salt,  and  the  almost  exclusive 
living  on  horseflesh.  The  poor  fellow's  mouth  and  face 
were  in  a.  veiy  bad  state  from  scurvy.  He  says  most  of 
his  fellows  are  simiiarly  affected.  The  spirit  of  disaffec- 
tion is  almost  universal;  even  the  Guards  are  tainted 
with  it.  Since  the  defeat  of  the  7lh  they  positively  re- 
fuse to  make  any  more  sorties,  and  it  is  with  difficulty 
tliat  the  officers  can  prevail  on  the  men  to  go  upon  out- 
post duty.  The  service  is  verj'  severe.  Bazainc  is  & 
strict  disciplinarian,  and  insists  on  his  troops  lying  con- 
tinually in  immediate  readiness  for  action.  Of  bread 
the  deserter  says  there  is  considerable  scarcity,  and  the 
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qualily  is  had;  the  quantily  of  rice  served  out  is  a  tea- 
cupful  per  day  between  two  meu.  This  with  the  brand 
is  nil  tlie  food  besides  hoi-seflesh  the  men  have.  They 
have  eaten  the  horses  of  several  cavalry  regiments,  nnd  are 
now  mnslicating  battery  horses.  Bazaine  has  caused  great 
grumbling  in  the  town  of  Metz  by  impressing  into  the 
sei-vice  either  aa  soldieis  or  sick  carriers  nil  [he  able- 
bodied  citizens,  no  matter  of  what  age  ;  and  by  this  expe- 
dient, notwithstanding  the  many  sick,  lie  contrives  to 
keep  tlie  number  of  troops  under  arms  up  to  the  nominal 
number  of  100,000. 

lietonjay,  Oct.  13. ~A  beat-upof  the  enemy's  quarters  about 
Bomy  and  Grigny  toolc  place  yesterday.  By  twelve  o'clock 
the  troops  here,  previously  on  the  alert,  were  called  for- 
ward into  the  rear  of  the  first  line.  Everything  went 
with  theui — luggage,  horses,  marketendera.  Even  the  two 
battalion  dogs,  objecting  to  be  out  of  the  mclie,  went  lo 
the  front  like  their  masters.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  a 
slight  and  temporary  lameness,  I  was  unable  to  follow; 
and  there  I  was  left  alone  on  a  truss  of  straw  in  the  corner 
of  a  dilapidated  room,  when,  for  aught  1  could  tell,  some- 
tliing  really  wordi  seeing  was  going  on  within  a  short 
mile  of  where  Hay.  Inaction  is  bad  enough  when  you  see 
othei*s  moving  about  arouud  you,  setting  forth  for  cheery 
calls  on  comrades,  starting  for  adventurous  rides  along 
the  foreposts.  or  returning  with  narratives  of  what  they 
had  seen,  and  which  to  see  also  you  would  have  given 
anything  in  reason.  But  solitary  inaction  is  ever  so  much 
worse,  especially  when  you  can  hear  the  cra'ih  of  the 
artilleiy  and  the  shriller  music  of  the  small  aruis  witbin 
an  aggravatingly  short  distance.  We  have  all  read  of 
instances  where  the  invitations  such  sounds  afforded  have 
summoned  men  even  from  their  death-beds  lo  partako  in 
the  stirring  doings.  Of  one  notable  e.iamplc  I  myself 
am  cognizant.     The  night  before  the  batiie  of  Balaclava 
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one  of  the  butchei's  of  a  light  cavalry  regiment 

perately  drunk,  and  was  handed  over  to  the  custody  of 
the  guard.  In  the  morning  began  the  memorable  battle. 
"  Butcher  Jack."  awakened  from  hia  drunken  slumber  by 
the  din  of  the  cannon,  longed  with  the  true  spirit  of  a 
Boldier  to  be  among  hiR  fellows.  The  guard  had  strolled 
away  to  the  crest  of  the  knoll  to  look  down  upon  the 
battle,  and  Jack,  Eallying  out  and  making  a  ilitour,  suc- 
ceeding iu  catching  and  mounting  a  stray  Russian  charger 
just  in  time  for  the  Ligljt  Cavalry  charge  into  tlie  Valley 
of  Death.  Into  that  valley  the  man  rode  without  a  coat, 
his  shirt  sleeves  rolled  up,  and  his  hands  and  arms 
Htained  with  the  relica  of  the  yesterday's  butchering 
work.  What  is  more,  he  came  out  safe,  wilh  a  wounded 
comrade  across  the  pommel  of  his  saddle;  and  till 
"  Butcher  Jack  "  drank  liimself  to  death  in  the  purlieus 
of  Cork,  he  wore  on  his  breast  the  medal  fur  "  disliu- 
guished  conduct  in  the  field."  But  this — in  the  words 
of  somebody  whose  nam  e  I  do  not  at  ihe  moment  remem- 
ber— this  is  a  digression.  The  doctor's  orders  were 
peremptory  tliat  1  should  remain  on  the  straw,  and  there 
I  lay  and  chafed.  Imagine  the  feelings  of  a  lover  who 
lies  with  a  broken  leg  in  the  parlour,  listening  to  a  rival 
kissing  his  sweetheart  in  the  passage.  Imagine  the 
feehngs  of  a  young  ladj  kept  at  home  from  a  ball  by 
the  non-arrival  of  a  dr«ss,  when  her  sisters  have  gone 
away  in  the  fly,  and  when  she  listens  to  the  wallz-musio 
and  the  footfall  of  the  dancers  in  the  semi'detached  villft 
over  the  way.  If  you  can  imagine  the  concentrated  quin- 
tessence of  all  these  bitter  feelings,  you  may  be  able  to 
realize  something  of  my  torture  as  I  lay  on  the  straw. 
At  last  I  could  bear  it  no  longer.  I  colled  Bach.  Bach 
is  a  curiosity.  Bach  is  my  servant.  I  picked  him  up 
here.  He  was  a  kind  of  nondescript  civil  ser\-ant,  having 
a  precarious  connection  with  the  olBcers  of  the  Olh  com- 
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pony  of  the  4tb  Regiment.  I  originally  noticed  him 
because  I  happeneil  to  observe  him  cleaning  a  pair  of 
boots  on  ihe  repUe  in  frout  of  Noisseville,  and  whistling 
melodiously  while  the  Chassepot  bullets  were  singing 
about  his  head.  When  the  order  came  out  that  civil  ser- 
vants belonging  to  the  officers  before  Metz  should  be  sent 
home,  I  annexed  Bacli,  and  have  found  him  a  remarkably 
useful  fellow.  It  is  true  he  is  not  much  to  look  at.  Like 
Mr,  Bright's  terrier  dog,  it  would  puzzle  a  stranger  to 
find  out  which  is  head  or  tail  in  Bach.  He  wears  a  pair 
of  Prussian  military  trousers.  On  bis  trunk  is  a  shooting 
jacket  I  have  given  him  covered  with  a  sheepskin  coat 
with  the'wool  outwards,  like  tlie  garment  worn  by  the 
drosky  drivers  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  edifice  is  crowned 
by  the  cap  of  a  French  line-officer  looted  in  the  fight 
before  Noisseville  on  the  1st  September.  Bach's  genea- 
logy would  puzzle  Mr.  Danvin  or  any  other  elucidator  of 
the  origin  of  species.  I  am  lost  in  doubt  whether  he  is 
a  EuBS,  a  Pole,  a  Dantziger,  or  a  Dane.  He  seems  to 
Epeak  with  indifference  all  the  languages  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  is  rapidly  learning  English  under  my  tuition. 

Of  Bach  I  demanded  to  know  whether  there  was  a  wheel- 
barrow iu  the  place.  Bach  would  go  und  see.  He 
relumed  in  about  ten  minutes  with  the  tidings  that  he 
had  found  a  wheelbarrow,  but  that  it  had  no  wheel. 
"But,"  continued  Each,  "I  am  strong,  mein  Herr; 
mount  yon  on  my  back,  and  I  will  carry  you  to  the 
front."  The  proposition  w&s  tempting,  and  Bach  was 
unquestionably  strong.  I  got  off  the  straw  and  on  to  his 
back,  and  off  we  set.  How  the  honest  soldiers  laughed 
as  we  passed  them,  as  they  lined  the  chatuict  on  the 
road  to  the  Brasserie.  They  asked  me  whether  I  was  an 
Uhlan,  where  were  my  spurs,  and  a  dozen  other  chaffing 
questions.  When  at  length  we  reached  the  Brasserie, 
Uie  Hauptmann  in  command  there,  with  a  grim  smile. 
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Bfated  thai  the  pnst  was  too  exposed  for  "  cftvalry"  to  find 
cover  iliere,  and  that  I  must  "  ride"  move  to  the  left,  inlo 
the  "Tnmbour,"  a  considerable  earthwork  fortification 
on  the  slope  of  the  valley  between  the  Brasserie  and 
Monto)'.  Into  the  Tambour  accordingly  fiach  carried 
me.  and  laid  nie  down  in  the  rear  of  a  bank  of  earth 
thrown  up  in  front  of  a  temporary  barrack. 

After  all,  the  affair  came  to  hut  \ery  little.  Two  batteries 
of  13-poijndera  took  up  position  before  the  front  lioe, 
about  halfway  between  Colombey  and  Montoy,  and  threw 
shells  into  the  Fi'ench  canap  around  Grigny  and  fiomy. 
The  infantry  were  in  readiness  to  attack,  and  the  fore- 
posts  were  actually  posted  funvard  some  distance,  Eind 
were  the  authors  of  the  shnrp  fire  wJiich  I  had  beard,  but 
the  Frencli  gave  way  and  dodged  under  cover  out  of 
reach  of  the  shells.  But  that  everything  was  thoroughly 
wetted  by  the  hca^7  rain,  Bomy  would  probably  hare 
been  fired  by  (he  Prussian  shells  ;  as  it  was,  no  tangible 
result  was  obtained  hy  the  little  operation.  A  few  men 
were  wounded  on  our  side  on  the  foreposls.  A  couple 
of  hours  after,  the  infantry  fire  at  Montoy  had  wholly 
ceased,  and  when  the  artillery  were  firing  sleepily  and  at 
long  intervals,  the  French  woke  up  directly  opposite  us — 
seemingly  in  retaliation.  St.  Julieu  broke  into  u  profuse 
shell-fire  directed  against  Sei-vignj.  the  Brasserie,  and  ihe 
Tambour  in  which  I  lay.  Six  shells  buret  in  the  already 
shattered  Brasserie,  and  two  in  the  wreck  of  the  house 
on  ibe  other  side  of  the  Tood,  while  several  dropped  in 
the  immediate  vicinity.  Two  or  three  likewise  tumbled 
into  the  Tambour,  but  did  no  harm,  although  it  was 
rather  tr)'ing  to  one's  nerves  to  listen  to  shells  bursting, 
90  to  speak,  in  one's  ear.  About  two  o'clock  half  a 
French  battalion  staggered  forward  out  of  Mey,  and  on 
to  the  slope  of  the  vine-berg  below  Noisseville.  It  was 
inexplicable  what   could   have    been   the    object  of  Ihe 


demonstration,  so  hopeless  both  from  its  weakness  and 
its  want  of  spirit.  1  did  not  see  the  advance  inyseir,  but 
eye-witnesses  inform  me  that  it  was  headed  by  an  ex- 
ceptional number  of  ofBcers,  who  continually  encouraged 
forward  then:  unwilling  luen.  Some  of  the  officers 
aciually  carried  Chassepoti.  The  Prussian  foreposts  did 
not  think  it  worth  white  to  fall  back  on  their  supports. 
They  waited  patiently  till  the  French  had  come  within 
about  SOO  yard.4  and  lired  a  wild  and  straggling  volley. 
Then  from  their  entrenchments  they  poured  in  a  wither- 
ing fire,  and  the  French  melted  away  like  water.  The 
Prussian  loss  is  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded 
in  this  affair.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
French. 
The  following  letter,  dated  October  19,  is  from  Corny, 

the  head-quarters  of  Prince  Frederick  Charles,  the  ■'  Hed 

Prince  " ; — 

Reaching  Remilly  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  I 
found  five  fourgons  belonging  to  tlie  English  Ambulance 
Company  about  to  start  for  this  place,  and  I  had  the 
opportunity  afforded  mo  of  a  seat  in  one  of  the  carriages. 
Our  journey  hither  lay  behind  the  foreposts,  through  a 
chain  of  viUages  in  the  reitr  of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Prussian  regiments  in  the  south  of  Melz.  As  we  passed 
Pontoy  we  emerged  on  the  upland  plateau  lying  to  the 
south  of  Forts  Queleii  and  St.  Privat,  and  before  us,  to 
the  north,  lay  these  sulky-looking  fortresses,  which 
refused  to  be  enlightened  even  by  the  rays  of  the  after- 
noon sun  which  fell  full  on  their  sullen  sides.  St.  Privat 
was  speaking  with  its  great  guns,  firing  in  the  direction 
of  the  Moselle,  but  close  to  us  lay  a  Prussian  field- 
battery  in  utter  quiescence — sure  token  that  nothing  of 
importance  was  going  on.  At  dusk  we  reached  Corny, 
and  applied  to  the  Etappen  Commandant  for  quarters. 
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His  answer  was  an  imperative  suggestion  of  the  same 
character  as  that  which  the  Gardes  Mobile  made  to  Mr. 
Malet,  on  the  way  from  Paris  to  Meaux  witli  the  commu- 
nication to  Oount  Bismarck  which  resulted  in  the  abor- 
tive visit  of  JuIps  Favre.  We  had  no  resource  but  to 
sleep  under  the  beautiful  stars.  Tiiey  were,  fortunately, 
in  our  case  visible,  and  we  bivouacked  not  uncomfortably 
in  an  orchard  outside  the  town,  which  was  greatly 
preferable  to  finding  harbour  in  any  of  the  houses  of 
Corny,  infected  as  they  are  to  the  very  ceiling  with 
mahguant  typhus.  A  visit  for  purposes  of  information 
to  the  fine  old  chateau  occupied  by  Prince  Frederick 
Charles,  resulted  in  my  being  told  that  the  parliament 
taire  which  came  out  the  other  day  had  returned  into 
Metz  without  any  definite  result,  and  that  it  was  believed 
that  Metz  would  now  hold  out  to  the  bitter  end. 
Further,  that  there  waa  to  be  no  change  in  the  Prussian 
tactics.  Still  "  masterly  inactivity  "  was  to  he  the  policy, 
and  the  intelligence  received  from  Metz,  of  a  reliable 
character,  was  of  a  nature  to  indicate  that  this  policy 
could  not  possibly,  ere  long,  fall  to  effect  the  desired 
results.  ^ 

Prince  Frederick  Charles,  who  has  been  suffering  seriously 
from  dysentery,  is  still  fai-  from  fully  recovered,  but  he 
is  able  to  sit  his  horse,  and  he  has  never  devolved  his 
functions  of  commander-in-chief  on  any  substitute.  The 
Prince  is  not  particularly  desirous  of  the  presence  of 
any  con'espondents.  To  one  possessed,  as  I  am,  of  the 
royal  permission,  no  positive  discourtesy  is  manifested ; 
on  the  contrai'y,  a  civil  attention  of,  however,  a  very 
distant  character,  is  displayed  :  but  no  secret  is  made  of 
tlie  fact  that  my  absence  would  be  more  agreeable  than 
my  presence.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  expe- 
rienced this  an ti- correspondent  idiosyncrasy  of  Prince 
Frederick  Charles.     On  tile  night  before  the  battle  of 
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I  Tionville,  I  was  lodged  by  his   orders   in  i 

Bociety  of  some  two  dozen  highly  odoriferous  French 
prisoners.  At  that  time  I  was  not  in  poesesgion  of  the 
head-quarters  pass ;  but  I  I'ccognized.  last  night  my 
quondam  friend,  the  major  of  the  gendarmes,  who 
turned  the  liey  on  me  in  the  middle  of  August.  He 
gave  me  last  night  a  verj-  blunt  hint  that  he  would  not 
be  Sony  if  ibe  duty  fell  to  his  province  of  escorting  me 
out  of  Corny  into  ihe  vague  regions  of  space,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  would  have  iict«d  upon  his  feeling,  bad  it 
not  been  for' the  moral  influence  of  General  Podbrelski's 
signature. 

We  start  this  mm-ning  for  Gravelolte,  taking  the  route  by 
GoT7.e,  and  sliall  work  by  the  northward  athwart  the 
valley  of  the  Jloselle,  in  the  line  of  Mnrange  and 
Maiziercs,  and  so  back  to  my  old  advantageous  quarters 
under  Fort  St.  Julieo.  At  Gravelotte,  I  understand,  as 
I  think  I  have  mentioned  previously,  that  there  are  a 

[  couple  of  batteries  of  Si-pounders  ;  but  these  cannot  be 
used  for  serious  offensive  purposes.  Tbey  are  only 
useful  as  holding  the  key  to  the  grand  ehauuee  which 
leads  from  Metit  to  Verdun,  the  road  for  the  possession 
of  which  the  baitle  of  Vionville  was  fought. 

Hitherto  during  tJiis  campaign  the  sight  of  Prussian 
cavalry  has  always  been  bailed  by  me  with  delight. 
With  fe^v  exceptions  all  the  Prussian  officers  are  gentle- 
men, but  there  is  a  genial  heartiness  about  the  cavalry 
oflicei-s  which  is  very  pleasant,  and  which  seems  peculiar 
to  themselves.  I  have  never  till  yesterday  found  any 
exception  to  this  rule,  and  it  is  in  some  degree  a  per- 
sonal disappointment  and  humiliation  to  one  who  has 
himself  worn  a  cavalry  sword  to  have  to  mention  a 
flagrant  exception.  Yesterday  the  ambulance  with  which 
T  was  travelling  halted  just  outside  the  village  of  Pom- 
a  way-side  cottage,  with  a  view  to  dinner. 


We  wanted  nothing    but    a  table  inside    a  room. 

soldiera  and  feidieeheU  (of  the  5th  Ulilan  Regiment)  who 
wei-e  quartered  in  the  house  warmly  responded  in  the 
affirmative  to  our  question  whether  we  might  enter  and 
take  out  our  provender,  and  we  were  engaged  in  dining 
when  we  suddenly  became  aware  of  the  adient  of  an 
officer.  Without  deigning  tlie  most  chary  courtesy,  he 
summarily  ordered  us  out  of  the  place.  In  vain  it  was 
represented  to  him  that  we  would  go  as  soon  as  our  meal 
was  finished ;  with  n  clash  of  his  sword  on  the  ground 
he  vociferated  that  we  must  turn  out  h.  once.  The 
soldiers  and  the  fddiccbeli  stood  looking  on  with  coun- 
tenances that  seemed  to  apologize  for  the  discourtesy  of 
their  superior,  but  he  was  relentless.  Of  course,  finding 
so  marked  an  absence  of  gentlemanly  instinct,  we  ceased 
to  press  the  matter,  and  packed  up  and  turned  out  with 
all  speed,  the  officer  standing  lowering  at  us  meanwhile 
till  we  had  iiually  shaken  the  dust  off  our  feel,  or  rather 
the  mud,  of  the  place  which  his  discourtesy  rendered  so 
inhospitable.  To  a  correspondent  like  myself  such  dis- 
courtesy, although  rare,  would  have  been  accepted,  so  to 
speak,  as  part  of  tlio  day's  work,  and  would  not  have 
demanded  notice  from  my  pen  ;  but  to  gentlemen 
engaged  in  bringing  medical  stores  and  comforts  for  the 
sick  and  nounded  of  the  Prussian  army  it  was  so  unique, 
and  so  positively  barbarous,  as  to  excite  surprise  and 

CoiTiy  lies  in  a  trough  on  tlie  edge  of  the  Moselle,  shut  ou 
from  even  a  distant  view  of  Metz  by  two  curious  conical 
hills,  which  are  part  of  the  series  of  which  the  hill  of 
Mousson  and  the  range  of  St.  Quentin  and  Plappeville 
are  also  summils.  The  peak  nearest  the  river  and  also 
neai-est  Metz  is  known  as  the  Mont  SL  Blaise.  Its  ele- 
vation is  considerable,  and  its  position  renders  it  highly 
eligible  as  alook-out  station.  It  would  not  be  Prussian-like 
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if  this  coign  of  vnntage  had  not  been  taken  advantage  of.  On 
its  summit  there  is  an  obsen-atory,  and  this  observatory 
I  visited  this  morning,  notwithstanding  the  black  looks 
of  those  in  autliorit/in  Corny.  As  I  rode  up  the  mount 
I  found  it  to  consist  of  acurious  crumbling  mica,  which  had 
crumbled  in  places  into  small  loose  stunes.  The  whola 
summit  is  honeycombed  with  artificial  caves,  formed,  I 
suppose,  in  the  old  days,  when  the  ruin  on  the  summit 
was  a  castle  inhabited  by  some  magnate  ofLorraine,  who 
from  his  eyrie  here  dominated  tbe  beautiful  plain  before 
him  and  the  valley  of  the  Moselle.  Alongside  of  this 
niiu,  and  at  an  equal  eleralion.  standi  a  lonely  farm- 
bouse,  and  in  front  of  it  the  Prussians  have  erected  a 
wooden  look-out  post,  open  toward  Metz.  and  mounted 
with  a  very  powerful  telescope.  Not  a  man  can  move 
within  the  scope  of  vision  that  the  action  is  not  noted  by 
the  officer  who  constantly  sits  with  his  63-0  at  this  instru- 
ment. A  series  of  telegraph  wires  from  the  several  head- 
quarters of  the  different  army  corps  converge  into  a  little 
office  in  the  rear  of  this  look-out  post,  and  tbe  inten- 
tions of  the  French  are  thus  known  as  soon  as  they  pro- 

1  ceed  to  manifest  them  by  action.  The  post  is  occupied 
by  two  officers  belonging  to  the  Second  Army  Corps — 
one  an  officer  of  infantry,  another  of  engiMers ;  and 
they  have  at  their  disposal  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to 
act  as  orderlies,  messengers,  ic.  What  a  glorious  view 
opens  out  before  one  as  he  stands  on  the  little  plateau  in 
front  of  the  ruin  of  tbe  Casitle  of  St.  Blaise,  and  looks 
Metz-ward  !  Shade  of  Achilles  !  wbat  a  plain  for  a  battle 
according  to  the  old  ding-dong  style,  when  our  fore- 
fathers went  at  it  in  fair  fight,  disdaining  advantages  of 
position,  and  eager  only  that  the  best  man  should  win ! 
On  the  left  lies  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Moselle,  with 
the  slope  of  the  vine-bergs  in  front  of  Gorze  rising 
beyond.    At  our  feet,  to  the  left,  lies  Ars-sur-Moselcb, 
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skirted  by  the  railway,  witli  the  old  Roman  nquedact 
spanning  the  Moselle  with  its  antique  arches,  and  the 
new  road-bridge  nearerMontigny.  where  is  the  junction  of 
the  railway  lines  from  Nancy  and  from    Saarbruck.     A 

'  locomotive  was  dodging  about  the  junction  as  I  looked 
down  upon  it,  and  right  before  me  stretched  the  rich  and 
beautiful  plain,  variegated  with  green  and  brown  and 
yellow,  according  to  the  tint  of  the  crops  and  the  foliage, 
and  with  the  great  twin-tower  of  the  Cathedral  of  Metz 
standing  up  defiantly  in  its  centre.  The  river  wound 
through  the  flat  in  three  great  stretches  :  one  close  under 
the  frowning  bulk  of  Mont  St,  Quentin,  that  sulked 
blackly  across  at  us  on  the  left  front ;  tlie  other  twisting 
in  a  long  half  loop  far  away  to  the  right.  As  it  seemed 
immediately  under  us,  Fort  St.  Privat  peeped  spitefully 
out  over  the  poplars  surrounding  the  pretty  village  and 
chateau  of  Cuvry,  and  further  to  my  right  the  grim 
earth-work  front  of  Fort  Queleu  showed  itself  over  the 
plain  like  a  huge  beaver-dam.  The  prospect  was  vast. 
Carrj-ing  the  eye  over  the  spires  of  the  cathedral,  I 
could  see  to  the  north,  of  Melz  the  long  link  of  the 
Moselle  trending  eastward  toward  Olgy  and  Malroy,  and 
with  the  powerful  telescope  in  position  I  could  even  dis- 


n  Fqrt  St,  Eloy,  and  beyond  it  the  blackened 
St.  Kertf^,  Ladonchamps ,  and  Grands  and  Petites  Tapi 


of 


1  the  7th  T  had  seen  the  Landwehr  die  in  their 
tracksrather  than  yield  the  post  they  held,  although  bidden 
thereto  byanovenvhelmingnnmberof  enemies.  Andnowl 
will  simply  transcribe  the  notes  I  made  of  the  several 
positions  of  the  French  and  Prussians  on  the  south  and 
west  of  Metz,  as  I  made  out  by  my  own  observations 
through  the  great  telescope,  supplemented  hy  the  infor- 
mation so  courK'oiisIy  and  frankly  afforded  by  tha 
engineer  officer  who  was  on  duty  at  the  look-out. 
To  begin  at  the  now  well-known  Morcy-le-Haut.     Opposite 
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this  poiot  the  French  are  ia  force  in  front  of  Grigrj-, 
from  which  position  they  last  night  burnt  the  remaining 
houses  of  Peltre.  Working  westward,  the  French  fore- 
posls  are  in  Beyoje,  Magny,  in  front  of  Montigny.  and 
thence  across  the  Moselle,  at  Moulins  les  Metz,  which 
was  burnt  about  a  fortnight  ago.  From  Moulins  tlie 
forepost  line  runs  up  toward  St.  Hubert,  between  St. 
Ituffine  and  ChazoUes,  hence  in  front  of  Scy  tlirough  the 
valley  close  under  Mont  St.  Queutin  to  Sessy,  and  thence 
northward,  wilh  a  light  sweep  allowed  by  Plappe^'ille,  to 
Devant  les  Pontse.  and  thence  to  Vigneulles  and  Woippy. 
With  the  completion  of  the  circle,  the  readera  of  tlie 
Daily  News  who  have  perused  my  previous  letters  must 
be  well  acquainted.  Fair  play  demands  that,  having 
detailed  tlie  French  forepost  line,  I  should  be  equally 
precise  (as  I  am  fortunately  able  to  be)  with  regard  to 
the  Prussian  foreposts.  which  confront  them.  Beginning 
then  in  the  same  latitude  and  longitude  as  I  did  as  regards 
the  former,  llie  Prussian  foreposts  stand  at  Peltre,  and 
thence  westward  in  front  of  St.  Thiebauldt,  and  in  La 
Paperterie  (opposite  Magny),  Then  there  ia  a  sweep 
comparatively  close  to  Metz,  as  the  Moselle  is  neared, 
and  the  Prussian  foreposts  stand  impudently  at  Freseaty, 
whence  the  sentries  must  be  able  almost  to  discern  the 
complexions  of  the  gunners  in  St.  Privat.  ■  The  line 
crosses  the  Moselle  to  Vaux,  considerably  in  front  of 
Ars-sur-Moselle.  and  then  makes  a  dart  forward  to  Jnssy. 
right  under  (lie  guns  of  St.  Quentin.  Tongeau.  where 
there  is  a  battery  of  twelve- pounders,  which  blazes  into 
Scy  and  Chazelles,  right  under  the  nose  of  St  Quentin, 
continues  the  chain  to  Chatel  St.  Germain,  a  place  which 
I  visited  on  the  lOih  of  August,  the  day  after  Gravelotto, 
when  the  dead  lay  in  heaps  in  the  little  village,  and  where 
already  General  von  Goben  had  thrown  up  entrenchments 
to  cover  bis  foreposts  from  the  shells  of  St.  Quentin. 


Across  the  plateau  and  the  wood  of  Cbatel  run  the  links 
of  the  strong  forepost  chain,  giving  a  wide  berlh  to  the 
big  guns  of  Plappeville,  tehind  Lorry  to  Vigneulles,  from 
Vigneulles  to  Saulny,  from  Saulny,  Btiil  further  north- 
east, to  Villers  le  Plesnois,  and  so  by  Norroy  to  the  blood- 
stained LadoDchamps,  and  the  villages  nhose  names  are 
known  in  connection  with  the  combat  of  the  Tth  inst.,  to 
the  Moselle  at  Maxe. 

So  much  for  the  positions  of  the  two  hostile  armies  in  this 
portion  of  the  investiture.  A  few  words  now  as  to  the 
position  of  ihe  French  inside  tlicir  outposts,  yet  outside 
the  town  of  Metz,  the  gates  of  which  are  sealed  to 
Bazaine's  army  as  ngoTousIy  as  is  the  road  to  liberty. 
The  French  have  in  all,  in  the  environed  space  and 
outside  Metz.  four  great  lagere  or  camps.  The  fii'st  and 
probably  the  largest  is  on  the  slope  of  Mont  St.  Quentiu, 
looking  toward  Mont  St.  Blaise.  I  could  see  the  rows 
of  tents  athwart  and  athwart  the  slope,  past  the  village 
of  S(iy,  and  stretching  almost  down  to  Chazelles. 
Another  great  camp  begins  at  Longeville,  a  village  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Moselle,  in  a  line  between  St. 
Quenlin  and  Metz,  and  this  lager  straggles  up  the  river 
margin  first  to  St,  Martin,  where  Bazaiue  has  his  bead- 
quarters,  and  so  on  to  tlie  north  as  far  as  Devants  les 
Pontse.  A  third  great  camp  is  in  front  of  St.  Oulien, 
toward  Vauloux,  VallJeres,  Ac,  concerning  which  1  have 
already  been  able  to  give  your  readers  detailed  informa- 
tion. The  fourtli  camp  is,  as  I  have  already  described  it, 
around  Corny  and  Grigry.  Besides  these  camps  of  soldiers 
there  are  two  great  collections  of  sick,  which  I  could 
discern  witli  great  ease  through  the  telescope  of  the 
observatory.  One  of  these  is  [daced  on  the  esplanade 
in  front  of  tlie  Cathedral  at  Jlelz.  and  along  the  river 
brink.  I  saw  the  sick  leing  carried  about  on  stretchers, 
and  the  curtains  of  the  tents  looped  up  to  give  air  to  the 
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inmates.     Another  great  sick  camp  is  on  the  Taland  of 

Sauley,  the  whole  of  ivhich  seems  devoted  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  I  learn  that  efforts  are  made  to  isolate  the 
place  as  much  as  possihie.  It  is  one  huge  block  of 
tjphus  fever.  Here  the  fell  epidemic  is  housed,  or 
rather  tenled,  and  I  could  see  the  sentries  stationed  on 
the  bridges,  and  bidding  stand  all  and  sundry.  LebtBurs 
headquarters,  1  should  nieniion,  are  at  Longevilie. 

Prisoners,  brought  into  Corny  yesterday,  state  that  a.  pre- 
tence of  regular  rations  existed  in  Metz  up  till  yesterday. 
On  that  day  the  rations  were  out,  and  there  nns  to  be 
henceforth  nothing  but  horseflesh.  It  ivas,  however, 
confidently  reported  in  Metz,  that  before  capitulation 
Bazaine  —  who,  all  statements  to  the  contrary,  still 
retains  the  supreme  command— was  to  make  one  lost 
desperate  effort  to  break  through  into  Luxemburg.  If 
that  failed,  capitulation  was  inevitable.  The  whole  line 
is  on  the  qui  vive  for  this  attack,  which,  between  you  and 
me  and  the  post,  I  don't  think  will  come  off. 

Cliarlj/,  Oct.  22.— After  I  hsd  ascended  tlie  hill  above 
Corny,  on  which  the  Prussians  have  their  headquarters 
observatory,  and  as  to  the  view  from  which  I  wrote  with 
considerable  detail  the  day  before  yesterday,  our  party 
shook  off  from  their  feet  the  dust  of  Prince  Frederick 
Charles's  ungenial  headquarters,  glad  to  get  away  from 
the  suspicious  glances  and  the  surly  speeches  of  the 
Jehlgendarmtne  of  the  staff.  Mr.  Lee,  who  had  charge 
of  the  expedition,  decided  on  sending  three  of  his  five 
fourgons  up  the  river  in  the  Jirectlon  of  Pont- a-Mous son, 
with  instructions  to  make  the  wider  half  circuit  thus 
necessary  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  having  left  their 
stores  at  the  various  hospitals  on  the  way,  to  get  back  to 
rtemilly,  and  be  in  readiness  for  anything  that  might 
eventuate.  He  himself,  witli  the  two  remaining  four- 
gons, was  to  push  forward  through  Gorze  to  Rezonyillo 
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tmd   Gravelotte,   where  we  were   everywhere   told    there 

were  many  sick  and  wounded,  while^  there  was  a  great 
lack  of  medical  comforts  and  stores.  From  Gravelotte 
Mr.  Lee  determined  to  go  to  the  hospital  at  Vemeville, 
thence  to  Feves,  from  Feves  down  into  the  valley  of  the 
Sloselle.  go  tlirough  Maizieres  to  the  pontoon  at  Haut- 
concourt,  and  spend  the  third  night  of  his  tour  in  some 
one  of  the  numerous  villages  on  the  east  bnnk.  This 
programme  so  exactly  coincided  witli  my  own  views  that 
I  was  veiy  glad  to  accept  the  courioous  offer  whieli  Mr. 
Lee  made  me  of  a  eeat  in  bis  own  fourgon  ;  and  during 
yesterday  and  to-day  we  have  tlius  ti-avelled  in  company. 
After  quitting  Coniy  our  way  lay  across  the  river  to 
Noveant,  the  moans  of  transit  being  a  pontoon  hridge. 
An  officer  stood  on  the  bank  to  regulate  the  traffic.  Be 
put  me  not  a  little  in  mind  of  one  of  our  respected 
metropolitan  policemen  when  engaged  in  a  simitar  du^. 
He  shouted,  ran  to  and  fro,  stopped  one  waggon  to  let 
another  go  on.  and  his  efforts  culminated  about  every 
ten  minutes  in  a  dead  lock,  from  hi^  having  halted 
everything  in  a  kind  of  tangled  maze.  This  amusement 
had  spoiled  his  temper,  and  we  could  do  nothing  with 
him  when  we  civilly  asked  him  to  e.xpedite  our  passage. 
Indeed  1  rather  incline  to  think  that  the  fact  of  the  re- 
quest having  been  made  at  all  told  against  us  with  this 
gentleman,  for  he  kept  us  stationaiy  more  than  once, 
wliile  ho  called  forward  veliicles  that  were  in  our  rear. 
Hour  after  hour  passed,  and  we  seemed  as  much  fixtures 
as  in  the  first  quarter  of  an  hour.  One  of  our  party, 
prospecting  a  tittle  distance  up-stream,  came  back  with 
the  intelligence  tfaat  within  about  half  a  mile  there  was 
another  pontoon  bridge  which  was  wholly  unused,  and 
which  seemed  quite  practicable.  Disregarding  the  round 
oaliis  which  our  friend  the  policeman-like  officer  rapped 
out  as  wo  temporarily  created  a  stoppage  in  extricating 
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the  fourgons  from  the  press  of  Tehicles  waiting  to  cross, 
we  drew  out  of  the  line  and  made  all  haste  for  the  other 
bridge,  which  we  crossed  in  triumph.  Just  outside  we 
cama  on  a  graveyard,  which  tlie  Prussians  had  improvised 
for  the  bodies  of  those  who  have  died  in  the  hospitals 
there,  wliether  from  sickness  or  wounds,  They  bury  the 
dead  now  in  deal  coffins,  but  the  coffins  are  put  in  the 
ground  with  very  scant  ceremouy.  I  saw  a  fatigue  party 
putting  a  couple  into  a  hole,  the  coffins  lying  on  the 
grass  while  tlte  men  dug  their  receptacle. 

Gorze  is  very  much  changed  for  the  better  since  the  last 
time  I  was  in  it.  two  days  aller  the  battle  of  Gravolotte. 
Then  tiiere  was  blood  in  the  very  gutters.  On  a  bilUard 
table  in  the  rear  of  the  principal  hotel  lay  tliree  shattered 
men,  who  had  bled  so  profusely  that,  there  being  no 
orifice  for  tJie  blood  to  flow  away,  they  actually  lay  in  a 
pool  of  their  own  blood.  There  was  not  a  squai'e  yard 
in  all  the  hotel  unoccupied  by  wounded  ;  the  dead  were 
stacked  in  a  corner  of  the  garden  waiting  for  interment. 
Now  everything  was  changed.  From  the  summit  of  the 
great  convent  on  tlie  hill  there  still  was  Hying  the 
hospital  dag;  but  under  it  lay  few  or  no  wounded  men. 
The  hotel  was  tenanted  by  the  cheery  officers  of  the 
staff  of  Prince  Louis  of  Hesse,  who  commanded  the 
troops  lying  in  the  town,  consisting  of  several  regiments 
of  Hessian  men,  with  the  lion  instead  of  the  eagle  on 
their  helmets.  Gorze  was  a  place  where  a  considerable 
amount  of  irritated  feeling  was  manifested  toward  the  Prus- 
sians on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  early  days  of 
the  occupation.  Here,  as  the  story  ran,  which  for  the  sake 
of  human  nature  I  am  glad  to  know  is  a  lie,  a  French 
girl  was  found  hocking  off  the  fingers  of  a  wotmded 
Prussian,  and  was  taken  out  and  hav^eA  jlaifravte  ileUdo. 
Unquestionably  there  was  much  bitterness,  but  it  seems 
all  to  have  passed  away  with  the  wounded,  and  with  the 
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intei-metit  of  the  corpses.  The  inbabilants  have  all  come 
bock  to  Iheir  houses,  and  live  not  alone  oti  amicable,  but 
seemingly  on  cordial  teims  with  the  stalwart  Hessians 
billeted  upon  them.  Madame  of  the  hotel,  who-on  the 
30th  of  August  moved  about  iu  a  stolid  apathy  of  de- 
spair, utterly  disregardiug  any  questions  that  might  be 
put  to  her,  and  with  hardly  energy  enough  to  wring  her 
bands,  was  now  blithe  and  Bprightly,  moving  about 
briskly  in  response  to  the  reijuirements  of  her  numerous 
guests.  Tlie  stains  that  blood  hnd  made  on  ihe  floors 
were  still  visible— indelible  probably  while  the  boarding 
lasts,  hilt  Madame's  despair  was  much  more  evanescent, 
and  with  her  return  to  good  spirits,  the  landlady's  in- 
stinct of  chaining  stiff  prices  has  returned.  On  the 
lOlh  of  August,  when  I  asked  her  whether  I  should  pay 
her  anything  for  the  quasi  shelter  I  had  obtained  for  the 
night  under  her  roof,  she  only  stared  blankly  in  my  face, 
and  I  could  not  get  an  answer  from  her.  Now,  when  I 
asked  her  whether  she  cOLdd  give  me  a  bottle  of  good 
wine  she  eagei'ly  replied  in  tlie  affirmative,  and  placed 
before  me  a  i-eally  good  bottle  of  Muscat,  for  which  she 
put  on.  with  a  smiling  face,  the  fancy  price  of  Vi  fi-ascs. 

The  road  from  Gorze  to  Rezonville  consists,  first  of  an 
ascent  through  a  narrow  gorge  into  a  comer  of  tbe  Bois 
de  Vaux,  and  then  it  traverses  the  plain  iu  a  line  with 
the  close  of  the  battle  of  Vionville,  on  the  IBih  of 
August.  The  wood  was  held  strongly  by  the  French  in 
the  morning  of  that  day,  and  the  Prussian  8th  Army 
Corps  had  to  storm  up  the  ravine,  deploy  on  the  shoulder 
of  the  swell  in  front  of  t!ie  wood,  and  carry  its  precincts 
at  the  bayonet  point.  How  diflicult  they  had  found  this 
undertaking,  the  many  graves  iu  this  vicinity  loo  plainly 
showed.  In  the  dark  glades  of  the  Bois  I  doubt  not  there 
still  lie  Ihe  corpses  of  tbe  unburied  dead.  The  foul  carrion 
crow  lazily  wheeled  above    the    tree-lops    as    we  drove 
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through,  and  I  cared  not  to  picture  to  myself  the  lonely  spot 
where  he  should  nligln.  Where  the  road  emerges  from 
the  ^vood  was  a  scene  of  one  of  the  most  hloody  episodes 
of  the  fight.  A  Prussian  column  had  come  by  the  road 
we  were  now  on,  and  immediately  on  quitting  the  shelter 
of  the  wood,  had  been  subjected  to  the  fire  of  a  French 
battery  from  the  right  flaiik,  while  the  French  infantry 
stood  waiting  for  it  in  front,  using  meanwhile  with 
terrible  effect  their  Chassepflts.  No  wonder  that  the 
Frussians  went  down  in  numbers  ;  the  wonder  was  that 
any  should  have  surviveJ,  far  less  conquered,  through 
such  a  teiTible  ordeal.  Up  to  a  lonely  Utile  house  about 
half-way  across,  there  were  none  save  Prussian  corpses, 
as  there  are  none  now  «ave  Prussian  graves.  At  this 
point,  however,  the  bull-dogs  got  at  the  throats  of  their 
enemies,  and  not  for  nothing.  The  Frencli  ilead  aAer 
this  point  lay  ns  thickly  as  the  Prussians,  and  there  was 
quite  a  bank  of  slaughter.  A  little  further  on  the 
French  wero  the  thicketit,  and  before  one  reached  the 
outskirts  of  Rezonville  there  were  hut  very  few  Pruasiati 
corpses.  I  am  now,  as  must  be  apparent,  drawing  on 
my  memory.  The  day  before  yesterday  all  that  we  saw 
in  the  wny  of  traces  of  what  I  have  been  refen-ing  to 
were  the  many  graves  and  occasional  heaps  of  the  debris 
of  llio  bftttle-fieUl.  But  I  should  not  like  to  remain  long 
on  this  IJeld.  Eveiy  grave-heap  has  beside  it  an  ec- 
centric tombstone  in  the  shape  of  a  barrel  of  chloride 
of  lime ;  but  notwithstanding  this  ilisinfectaot  the 
taint  in  the  air  is  unmistakable  and  indescribably 
foetid.  In  the  village  of  Bezonville  are  stili  some  of  the 
more  severely  wounded,  and  the  doctors  were  heartily 
glad  to  see  (he  stores  which  the  English  ambulance 
fourgons  contained.  At  Eezonville  the  troops  I  found 
were  Hessians,  belonging  lo  the  7th  Army  Corps. 
After  a  short  halt,  to  enable  Mr.  Lee  to  distribute  his 
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stores  judiciously,  we  pressed  on  to  Gravelotte.  where  we 
were  moat  coi-diully  received  by  the  officers  of  a  battery  of 
artillery  quartered  there.  Stabling  was  found  for  the  four* 
gon  borees,  and  a  beautiful  upper  chamber  was  allocated  to 
us,  while  we  were  made  free  of  the  larger  room  downstairs 
used  by  the  officere  as  a  mess-room.  Gravelotte  will 
never  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  tremendous  canno- 
nade which  it  sustained  from  the  artillery  of  both  armies  on 
the  18th  of  August.  Hardly  a  house  that  does  not  show 
the  marks  of  the  grenades,  and  all  the  comer  houEes  had 
been  pierced  for  musketry,  while  the  garden  walls  in  the 
environs  were  crenellated  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
troops  lying  in  Gravelotte  have  occupied  their  spare  time 
in  devoting  attention  to  the  graves  of  their  dead  com- 
rades. Some  of  the  monuments  are  quite  pretentious, 
but  all  are  necessai'ily  of  wood.  Along  with  an  artiUety 
lieutenant  we  visited  the  church  which  ou  the  evening  of 
the  18lh  was  such  a  horrible  spectacle.  Its  defenders 
had  been  shot  down  and  lay  on  the  stone  floor.  Some 
of  ihem  bad  been  cai-iied  out  into  the  churchyard,  but 
others  had  been  shoved  to  one  side,  all  round  the  altar, 
to  make  room  for  the  wounded,  who  were  brought  in  in 
numbers  so  great  that  the  doctors,  after  working  all 
night  without  intermission,  saw  daylight  dawn  on  their 
yet  only  half-completed  labours.  Behind  the  church  is  a 
great  mound,  beneatli  which  lie  tho  many  dead.  After- 
wards we  were  permitted  to  go  on  to  the  foreposts  in 
front  of  Chatel  St.  Germain,  looking  over  to  Fort  St. 
Julieu.  The  chain  of  senti'ies  stands  just  where  it  did  on 
the  morning  of  the  SOth  of  August,  looking  down  into 
the  intervening  valley.  The  French  have  a  large  cavalry 
forepost  in  tlie  bottom  of  the  valley.  On  the  slope 
around  tlie  pretty  village  of  Scy  lay  the  white  tents  of  the 
French  camp  which  I  had  seen  on  the  previous  day  from 
the  top  of  Mont  Bl.  Blaise.     Walking  some  half  a  mile 
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in  the  diTcciion  of  the  Mo&elle,  we  came  presently  on  a 
promontory  that  juts  out  into  the  valley,  and  commands 
a  view  of  the  whole  eountiy.  It  seemed  that  at  our  very 
feet  lay  the  liuge  pile  of  the  Cathedral ;  the  tin  on  its 
spires  flashing  up  in  a  watery  ray  of  the  rooming  bud, 
and  the  great  mass  casting  a  dark  shadow  across  ihe 
Place  d'Arnies.  There  were  no  cattle  visible  on  the 
green  stretches  of  pasture-land,  and  comparatively  few 
horses ;  but  I  noticed  several  detachments  of  mounted 
men,  and  horses  cannot  be  at  one  antt  the  same  time 
under  the  saddle  and  grazing  in  the  fields, 

As  we  wallted  back  from  tlie  extreme  foreposts  we  passed 
many  rifle-pits  on  tlie  crest  of  die  rising  ground  forming 
the  Bentry-line,  anil  also  a  regularly  constructed  balteiy, 
with  earthworks  in  front  and  casemates  and  magazine  in 
the  rear.  On  the  platform  were  mounted  six  la-pounders, 
and  ill  the  rear,  near  Cliatel,  were  several  batteries  of 
field  artillerj-.  The  la-pounders  look  across  at  Fort  St. 
Julien  in  the  most  impudent  manner  imaginable,  as  if  to 
say,  "Your  fortress  exisls  only  on  our  sufferance;  we 
could  blow  you  to  little  pieces  with  a  round  or  two  if  we 
chose,  but  we  prefer  lea-ving  jou  alone,  out  of  our 
tender  mercy.''  And  St.  Quentiu  on  its  part  seems  to 
look  across  at  the  l^-pounders  with  something  of  a  rUiu 
gardonioit  on  its  grim  grey  features. 

Returning  to  Gravelotte,  we  set  out  for  the  completion  of 
our  design  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  Prussian  position. 
Our  road  lay  past  the  blackened  ruins  of  a  farrohouBe, 
in  which,  on  tlie  afternoon  of  tho  18th  of  August,  200 
French  wounded  were  burnt,  by  shells  fired  from  French 
guns.  The  smell  in  tlie  shell,  which  is  all  that  remains 
of  a  once  large  mansion,  is  horrible.  The  tiles  have 
fallen  in  and  hidden  the  charred  corpses  of  the  miserables 
who  perished  in  the  conflagration  ;  but  here  and  there 
sticks  up  a  ghastly  blackened  hand,  or  □  giu'tered  leg 
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swathed  in  discoloureJ  red  cloth  !  The  place  is  one  vast 
grave,  and  ou^ht  to  he  covered  deeply  with  earth  und 
quicklime  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  sake  of  the  health 
of  the  troops  laying  within  range  of  the  taint  thai  now 
emunates  from  it.  At  Malmaison.  near  the  top  of  the 
hill,  and  still  further  on  at  Vemeville,  the  fighting  on  the 
18th  was  very  severe,  and  the  niemoriuls  of  it  exist  in 
plenty  in  the  shopo  of  the  frequent  graves,  la  n  lonely 
upland  valley  stands  tlie  fortom  and  ruined  hamlet  of 
Chauipenoise.  utterly  borot  out,  smashed  and  pounded 
in  all  directions  with  shells,  pitted  nil  over  with  ihc  dents 
of  Chassep()t  bullets,  and  its  precincts  full  of  mounds, 
below  which  lie,  side  by  side,  defenders  and  captors. 
Further  to  the  north,  in  the  rear  of  Armanvilliera,  is 
a  twin  battery  to  the  one  1  saw  at  Gravelotte,  very 
daintily  constructed,  and  fenced  round  with  chevaux  de 
Jrite,  and  1  rather  think  some  pleasant  little  sui^priscs 
in  the  shape  of  mines.  From  Armanvilliera  the  road 
trended  away  to  the  left  to  avoid  the  entrenchments  in 
the  vicinity  of  tlie  foreposts  at  Saulny,  and  presently 
reached  the  village  of  Jerusalem.  Lying  in  a  sequestered 
and  somewhat  isolated  ti-act,  few  students  of  war  litera- 
ture have  as  yet  hoard  much  about  this  tiny  namesake  of 
the  great  Hebrew  city  of  antiquity.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
the  scene  of  a  terrible  conflict  on  the  eveniug  of  iha 
18Ui  of  August  It  had  its  Titus  in  the  Crown  Prince, 
bat  there  was  no  Joaephus  to  chronicle  the  episodes  of 
tlie  fray.  Yet  as  eloquently  aa  any  pen  could  have 
described  them  are  they  indicated  now  by  the  silent  yet 
expressive  grave-lokens  which  are  sown  thickly  all  round 
the  little  spot,  whose  ruin  is  so  utter  that  it  might,  to 
complete  the  parallel  with  its  namesake  of  old,  have  been 
sown  with  salt. 

Quitting  tlie  plateau  tjin;,'  to  the  nortli-west  ofFortPlappe- 
ville,  we  drove  through  a  great  wood,  chiefly  of  under- 
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Our  point  was  just  before  Feves, 
Before  us,  in  the  valley,  we 
could    easily  trace   the   line   of  the   Prussian  foreposts 
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)  the  nver;  nearer  to  Metz  again  was 
nd  behind  it  the  white  teuta  of  the 
ns  of  troops  movnig  about  in  the  inter- 
j  the  zig-zags  of  Fort  Moselle  and  of 
ng  the  town.  At  Feves,  just  below 
us,  and  in  a  splendid  position,  was  a  battery  of  12- 
poundera,  the  same  that  I  liad  seen  speaking  to  so  good 
purpose  on  the  afternoon  of  the  'th  instant.  Getting 
down  into  the  valley,  we  crossed  the  Thionville  road,  and 
struck  for  the  temporary  wooden  barracks  erected  on  the 
railway  to  the  right  front  of  Maizit'res,  in  which  was 
quartered  tlie  Fusilier  battalion  of  the  Slst  Regiment,  of 
whose  officers  I  had  made  the  acquaintance  on  the  7th. 
My  genial  friend  tlie  Freiherr  von  LoewenfelJ  received 
me  cordially,  but  there  was  a  cloud  on  his  face,  the  cause 
of  which  presently  became  apparent.  The  description 
which  1  sent  you  of  the  combat  at  Maizieres  had,  it 
appears,  been  translated  into  the  columns  of  the  Cdlniscker 
Zeitung,  and  it  had  become,  therefore,  ajiparent  to  the 
officers  of  the  8Ist  that  their  gallant  regiment  had 
not  received  its  due.  It  seems  that  at  nine  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  7di  (at  which  time  I  was  in 
full  trot  on  Coureellcs  with  my  letter),  the  31st  retook 
St.  Remy  at  the  bayonet-point,  losing  in  the  task  five 
officers  and  over  100  men.  In  front  of  the  Freiberr's 
quoi-ters  was  another  battery  fort  of  12-pounders.  and  on 
the  other  side  of  Maizieres.  before  the  Chateau  of  Ame- 
lange,  stood  yet  another.  We  crossed  the  river  at  Haut- 
concourt,  and  came  down  to  this  place,  which  is  compa- 
ratively on  the  foreposts,  in  tlie  gloaming.  This  morning 
I  quit  my  good  friends  of  the  fourgons,  and  strike  across 
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for  ray  old  quarters  vith  the  4tli  Regiment  at  Noisseviile 
or  Relonfay. 

ChaUau  Orai,  before  Melz,  Oct.  23. — I  am  back  again  among 
my  old  military  friends,  who  received  m^  with  a  frank 
and  hearty  soldierly  welcome.  But  amon<;  the  "  kent 
faces "  that  greeted  nie  I  missed  one  or  two  whom  I 
learnt  to  reckon  friends.  The  adjutant  of  the  battalion, 
a  joyous  lad  fresh  from  the  schools,  a  youngster  of  eigh- 
teen summers,  had  succumbed  to  the  hardships  of  the 
situation.  The  marrow  was  not  ■'  set  "  in  the  growing 
boy's  bones,  and  where  seasoned  men  find  it  not  an  easy 
matter  to  keep  sickness  from  assailing  them  with  suc- 
cess, tlie  dart  had  penetrated  tlirough  his  green  frame. 
and  he  had  been  compelled  to  go  back  to  the  Fatherland, 
a  shattered  veteran  ere  he  had  attained  his  full  sluture. 
I  missed,  too.  another  face,  tliotof  a  lieutenant,  whose 
determination  to  consider  himself  well,  while  as  yet  the 
fever  had  not  left  him,  I  bad  respected  in  one  sense, 
while  in  another  I  had  deprecated  it.  Wounded  in  the 
fight  by  Noisseville,  on  the  1  st  of  September,  he  had 
been  sent  back  to  St.  Wendel.  where  in  the  Lazaretle 
hospital  fever  had  laid  hold  of  him.  His  wound  healed, 
and  the  fever  in  part  abated ;  the  soldier  lusted  to  be 
again  with  bis  comrades  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle, 
and  he  had  quilted  tlie  Lazarotte,  while  as  yet  the  dregs 
of  the  fever  had  not  been  eliminated  from  his  frame.  On 
the  day  of  his  arrival  he  lay  beside  me  on  the  straw,  with 
tlie  alternate  cold  and  hot  fits  working  their  will  of  him. 
and  then  I  told  htm  that  bis  return  had  been  premature. 
My  words  were  made  good  by  the  fact  that  two  days 
after  the  doctor  had  peremptorily  insisted  on  his  return 
■to  Sl  Wendel.  and  be  baa  gained  nothing  bj-  his  enter- 
prise save  anolber  strain  on  his  constitution. 

Such  details  as  these  may  se^m  trivial  to  readers  itching 
for  reports  of  heady  fighla  and  important  events.     But 
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4}t  beady  fights  and  of  important  events  there  have  been 
none  since  I  quitted  my  position  at  the  front  When 
such  occur,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  furnish  a  oarration  of 
them.  Meanwhile,  such  details  as  these  may,  to  my 
thinking,  serve  the  province  of  the  background  strokes 
which  an  artist  stipples  into  his  sketches.  Such  strokes, 
unimportant  in  themselves,  sen'O  to  complete  the  ame- 
nity of  a  picture,  the  gaunt,  if  deep,  lines  of  which 
would  stand  out  strangely  fram  the  canvas,  but  for  such 
a  supplement.  The  two  cases  I  have  alluded  to  have 
no  inconsiderable  interest  in  a  larger  sense.  The  batta- 
lion has  about  twenty  officers  us  its  complement ;  two 
out  of  this  complement  have  "  gone  sick  "  wiihin  a  week. 
This  is  ten  per  cent.  I  am  officially  informed  tliat  this  is 
just  a  shade  over  the  sick  per-centage  of  the  battalion,  and 
also  of  the  brigade.  Exclusive  of  wounded,  there  are 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  investing  force  in  this  section  of  the 
environmeDt  off  duty  from  sickness.  The  ordinary  per- 
centage in  war  time  is  five  per  cent. ;  the  other  four  per 
cent,  is  the  result  of  the  hardships — the  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  Bi'duous  duty  and  foul  weather — which  the 
troops  before  Meiz  are  now  undergoing.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  remembered,  that  of  this  per-centage  of  sick  o 
considerable  proportion  consists  of  men  suffering  from 
comparatively  slight  and  temporary  illness,  and  who 
recover  in  the  field  Lazarettes  without  it  being  necessaiy 
to  send  them  back  into  Germany.  From  three  to  four 
per  cent,  of  the  gross  total  of  cases  are  of  this  character, 
the  absence  from  duty  of  the  men  averaging  from  a  week 
to  ten  days.  Here  we  are  on  high  ground,  and  compa- 
ratively out  of  reach  of  the  dank  fogs  which  chill  and 
soften  the  bones  of  the  men  in  the  valley  by  the  Moselle. 
Id  that  low-lying  district,  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  report 
that  the  per-centage  of  sickness  is  greater,  reaching  as 
high  in  some  places  as  fifteen  per  cent.      About  the 
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middle  of  the  month,  with  the  change    of  the    weather. 
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but  natural,  a  sudden  increase  of  sick- 
icn  the  diminution  has  been  consider- 
Dysentery  and  rheumatism  are  the 
i.  Both  have  a  tendency  toward  aggravation 
The  fonner  is  prone  to  a3sume  a  typhoid 
form,  the  latter  becomes  aggravated  into  that  terrible 
infliction,  rheumatic  fever.  In  the  low-lying  district 
there  is  also  a  good  deal  of  that  disoi-der  which  the  German 
language  so  expressively  designates  as  tteeksd-fiebtr :  cor- 
responding to  oar  ague,  with  ittt  hot  and  cold  fits.  This 
in  its  turn  degenerates  into  intermittent  fever  ^ 
propensity  to  typhus,  but  quinine  profusely  administered 
is  potent  enough  in  most  cases  to  ivard  off  this  aggrava- 
tion. I  enter  into  these  details  the  more  readily  because 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  reports  Iinve  gone  forth  to 
the  effect  that  the  Prussian  troops  around  Metz  "  are 
dying  like  rotten  sheep."  Such  a  statement  contains  its 
own  refutation  to  one  willi  eyes  in  his  head.  Whether  a 
man  dies  "  like  a  rotten  sheep,"  or  like  the  soldie 
civilized  country,  he  equally  demands  interment.  Biiriala 
are  very  rare  in,  the  field  Lazarettes,  and  recent  graves  In 
their  vicinity  equally  so.  I  have  had  statistics  placed  at 
my  disposal  from  which  to  derive  authentic  materials  for 
the  facts  and  figures  which  I  have  stated ;  and  on  the  part 
of  the  Prussian  authorities  there  is  as  little  disposition  to 
conceal  the  truth  as  to  digest  the  erroneous  and  bap- 
hazard  statements,  with  "  rotten  sheep  "  as  their  watch- 
word, to  which  I  have  alluded.  Intimately  connected 
with  the  question  of  health  is  that  of  heart  and  spirits. 
As  regards  these,  I  can  report  in  the  most  favourable 
terms.  In  damp  great-  coats  and  muddy  boots  the 
soldiers  still  cheerily  raise  the  chorus  of  '■  Die  Wacht  am 
Khein,"  with  as  hearty  nn  energy  as  when  the  summer 
sun  shono  down  upon  them,  and  the  roads  were  as  dry 
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B3  PicoftdiUy  before  the  water-carts  have  traversed  it. 
Assuming  for  the  moment  that  this  siege  were  to  last  the 
winter,  my  opinion  is  that  the  beleaguering  army  is  over 
the  worst  of  it.  us  regards  strain  on  their  health  and 
physique.  All  are  now  housed,  roughly  enough  it  is  true 
in  places ;  but  then  remember  how  the  men  have  got 
seasoned.  Wood  is  plentiful  for  fuel,  and  will  be  so  all 
the  winter,  at  the  expense,  it  is  true,  of  the  amenity  of 
ttie  environs  of  the  villages  and  the  chateaux,  but  that  is 
a  matter  not  to  ba  studied  when  put  into  competition 
with  wet  clothes  and  cold  bodies.  Then  our  internal 
welfare,  in  so  far  as  plentiful  provisions  and  good 
comforting  h quids  can  conduce  thereunto,  is  much 
ameliorated.  In  many  of  tlie  villages  in  tlie  second  and 
third  line  enterprising  merchants  have  set  up  stores, 
from  which  anything  in  reason  can  he  procured.  I 
don't  know  indeed  that  the  Kaufmann  in  Ste.  Barbe,  just 
behind  us  here,  keeps  Jockey  Club  scent,  or  that  he  is 
in  correspondence  with  Pim'a  in  the  matter  of  barrelled 
oysters,  but  he  has  decent  cognac,  good  red  wine,  a 
cheese  calculated  to  olfcnd  neither  the  nose  nor  the 
palate,  sardines,  caviare,  and  even  the  luxury  of  anchovy 

A  friend  has  kindly  kept  for  me  a  little  diary  of  the  siege 
events  on  this  face  which  have  occurred  since  I  retired 
to  Saarbruck,  but  they  are  of  so  little  importance  as  not 
to  call  for  reproduction.  The  only  actual  sortie  made 
by  the  French  troops,  and  that  in  comparatively  small 
numbers,  waa  on  the  Iflth  inst ,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Brasserie.  Of  course  they  were  driven  back.  They 
could  have  hoped  for  nothing  else.  All  the  damage 
they  did  was  to  shoot  through  the  chest  the  feldwshel  of 
the  6th  Company.  King  Wilhelm  had  no  better  non- 
commissioned 'ofHcer  in  all  his  vast  army.  Strauss 
smoked  his  cigar  while  the  doctor  cut  the  bullet  out  of 
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his  back,  the  lieutenant  beside  whom  he  was  shot  holdmg 
him  up  when  the  operation  was  being  performed.  Thea 
he  quietly  squared  up  his  company-book,  and  counting 
the  money  in  his  hands  (the  /eldviebtl  is  the  pay  sergeaDt 
of  the  company)  handed  BTcry thing  over  to  his  successor 
in  right  trim,  and  went  away  philosophically  in  the 
waggon  to  a  laznretto. 

French  deserters  from  Metz  are  becoming  quite  a  nuisanee 
I  telegraphed  yesterday  to  you  about  a  lying  hound 
whom  I  encountered,  and  most  of  them  may  be  entered 
in  the  same  categoiy.  On  the  20th  an  officer  and  fifty 
men  of  the  infantry  came  into  the  Prussian  lines  here 
in  a  body.  They  were  brought  to  Glatigtiy,  and  under- 
went the  usual  pro  fomid  examination.  The  officer 
stated  that  everything  but  horse  flesh  wos  practically 
exhausted  in  Jlelz.  What  else  was  to  the  fore  the  Line 
troops  saw  nothing  of,  except  a  liquor  ration.  The 
Guards  still  continued  to  receiveafew  "  extras,"  and  tJiis 
circumstance  so  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Line  men 
that  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service  there  existed 
a  bitter  hostilily.  An  epidemic,  resulting  from  stoi-ra- 
tion.  had  set  in  among  the  horses.  This,  if  true,  I 
reckon  the  most  important  piece  of  intelligence  we  liave 
received  for  some  lime  respecting  the  internal  condition 
of  Metz.  We  know  here  that  the  French  horses  cannot 
have  a  veiy  eioverj  lime  of  it.  We  see  them  being 
driven  from  place  to  place  over  the  brown  and  down- 
trodden pasture-land,  and  three  were  captured  by  a  patrol 
the  other  day  which  would  have  been  of  value  to  a 
veterinary  college  as  escellent  subjects  from  which, 
without  either  previous  slaughter  or  vivisection,  to  study 
anatomy.  But  a  positive  epidemic  among  the  horses 
we  have  not  hitherto  heard  of,  and  1  need  not  point  to 
its  importance  as  a  compelling  argument  towards  uapitu- 
lation.    Yesterday,  twenty  French  soldiers  with  an  officer 
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ttry  adroitly  Buffered  themselves  'to  be  taken  prisoners 
in  front  of  Servigny.  They  came  out  of  the  Bois  de 
Grimont  on  the  pretext  of  a  foraging  expedition,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  with  the-express  intention  of  offering 
a  temptulion  for  their  being  made  prisoners.  Here  are 
seventy  virtual  deserters  in  twenty-four  liours  from  the 
garrison  of  Metz,  At  other  points,  as  I  learnt  on  my 
circuit,  they  are  swarming  in,  and  the  aggregate  must  be 
large.  It  is  a  curious  cireumsUinfe  that  none  of  the  qumi 
fugitives  are  ever  fired  upon,  I  have  learned  to  havea  great 
respect  for  Bnzaine,  and  I  cannot  help  imagining  he  is 
not  only  cognizant,  but  the  instigator  of  these  wholesale 
desertions.  It  is  hardly  a  secret  that  bis  recent  offer 
was  the  surrender  of  his  army  as  prisoners  of  war, 
exclusive  of  the  fortress  of  Metz  and  its  outworlts.  The 
Prussian  authorities  simply  laughed  at  this  cool  proposal ; 
but  these  desertions  would  seem  to  indicate  an  attempt 
on  Bazaine's  part  to  carry  out  bis  programme  piecemeal. 
Let  the  Prussians  alone  for  recognizing  the  bent  of 
tactics  like  these.  A  few  deserters  are  uaefdl,  and  not 
to  be  discouraged.  Assume  that  none  of  them  speak  the 
tmth  ;  King  David  tells  us  that  "  all  men  are  liars," 
and  yet  from  our  fellow-men's  utterances  we  contrive  to 
extract  some  grains  of  truth.  In  like  manner  a  little 
wheat  can  be  winnowed  out  of  the  chaff  of  a  deserter's  far- 
ragos, and  one  or  two  are  acceptable.  When  a  number 
come,  they  represent  simply  so  much  more  food  to  the 
good  in  iSetx,  and  proportionals  postponement  of  the 
capitulation.  You  will  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  that  the 
order  has  been  issued  to  receive  no  more  bodies  of 
deserters  into  the  lines,  but  to  send  them  back  whence 
they  came  by  the  powerful  argument  of  the  needle-gun. 
It  would  he  interesting  to  know  how  it  is  that  so  many 
of  the  deserters  are  drunk  when  they  come.  Is  strong 
drink  on  tap  in  the  outposts  round  Metz,  or  are  the  men 
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dosed  for  the  attempt?  llie  latter  hypothesis  might 
seem  to  be  borne  out  by  the  fact,  of  which  I  have  been 
assured,  not  by  iha  French  prisoners  alone,  but  by  Prus- 
sian doctors  who  administered  to  the  French  wounded, 
that  the  French  tii-ailleurs  who  puslied  so  boldly  to  the 
front  at  MaiziSres  on  the  7th  were  all  full  of  brandy. 
lehabod!  Ickabod!  How  has  the  glory  departed  from 
the  French  arms  when  we  tind  their  leaders  compelled 
to  infuse  Dutch  courage  into  their  soldiers !  The- 
French  were  the  readiest  to  scorn  tlic  Kussian  serf-soldier 
because  when  he  came  up  through  the  fog-wreaths  on 
the  morning  of  Inkermann,  his  sluggish  pulses  had  been 
quicliened  by  com  schuaps.  Now,  it  would  seem  that 
they  find  the  same  unsoldier-like  stimulant  requisite  la 
their  own  case. 

I  have  heard  Count  Bismai-ck  compared  to  an  elephant's 
trunlt,  as  one  for  whom  nothing  was  too  great  or  too 
small.  But  Bismarck  is  not  the  only  Prussian  who  finds 
lime  in  the  whirl  of  great  events  to  contradict  an  inven- 
tive correspondent,  or  to  put  himself  straight  with  the 
world  on  a  seemingly  trivial  point.  1  was  much  amusecl 
by  an  item  in  last  night's  orders  from  Prince  Frederick 
Charles's  Ikead-quartcrs.  It  was  to  ttie  effect  that  whereas 
an  unprincipled  rascal  of  a  Hamburg  cigar  merchant  had 
been  selling  boxes  of  cigars  to  the  troops,  the  upper  tier 
of  which  consisted  of  good  weeds,  while  the  lower  ones 
were  unmitigated  trash,  the  military  authorities  of  any 
place  where  tliis  astule  gentleman  should  present  himself, 
were  enjoined  to  lay  hold  of  him  and  transmit  him  to 
Prince  Frederick  Charles's  headquarters  at  Corny.  At 
such  an  entry  one  may  smile,  but  1  defy  him  to  refrain 
from  respecting  the  alj-peivading  care  and  watcbfulncES 
which  takes  cognizance  of  such  a  matter  as  this.  Id 
euch  care  and  watchfulness  lies  the  root  of  much  of  the 
Prussian  success.     A  campaigu  is  not  made  victorious 
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^^1  tp;  dint  of  fighting  alone — how  much  success  depends 
^^B  on  ePBcient  organization,  even  as  regards  seeming  trifles  I 
^^1  1  regret  that  tlie  British  military  administration  have  not 
^^1  attained  the  perception,  or  at  all  events  have  not  chosen 
^H  to  act  on  the  same.  Another  quaint  entry  in  general 
^H       orders  some  time  agn  occurs  to  me  as  I  write — "  Whereas 

^B        a  gold  watch  has  been  found  by ,  in  the  vicinity  of 

^™         Ars-Bur-Moselle,  the  owner  may  have   it,   on  giving  a 
description,  by  application  to  the  Etappen  Command." 
Chittean-Gras,  a  little  distance  to  the  front  of  Ste.  Barbe, 

I  must  have  been  a  beauliful  village  before  the  tide  of  war 
came  and  strewed  sand  and  shingle  over  its  charms.  A 
fine  old  chateau  is  the  principal  building  in  it,  the  noble 
garden  of  which  is  very  little  injured,  while  the  furniture 
has  also  suffered  very  little.  In  a  room  on  the  ground 
floor  the  books  still  stand  in  the  long  ranges  of  shelves 
upon  the  waU.  When  the  nobleman  who  owns  it  comes 
back,  he  will  have  an  agreeable  surprise.  So  careful  are 
ibe  Prussians  to  prevent  injury  to  property,  that  on  the 
door  of  every  room  occupied  by  them  is  pasted  an  in- 
ventory of  its  contents,  for  which  the  successive  occu- 
pants are  held  responsible,  just  aa  in  abarracks  at  home. 
The  chateau  is  now  occupied  by  troops,  but  till  lately 
was  a  large  Feld  Lazareth,  occupied  by  the  wounded  of 
the  fights  before  Noisseville  of  the  dist  of  August  and 
1st  of  September.  The  smell  of  the  chloride  of  lime  is 
still  so  powerful  in  tlie  beautiful  rooms,  that  some  of  the 
officers  prefer  more  modest  quarters  in  the  houses  of  the 
village.  When  the  owner  of  the  chateau  comes  back, 
he  will  find  that  the  war  has  left  him  a  legacy,  the 
memory  of  which  will  not  speedily  fade  out.  Of  the 
wounded  in  the  great  lazarette  not  a  few  succumbed 
before  the  grim  king  of  terrors,  more  potent  than 
the  bullets  and  shells  of  the  enemy.  In  a  quiet 
comer  of  the   garden,   looking  out  through   the    trees 
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on  to  St.  Julien,  St.  Quentin,  Les  Bottes,  nnd  ths 
great  towers  of  the  Catliedral  in  the  centre,  is  a 
graveyard,  where  lie  those  who  died  of  their 
in  tlie  lazarette.  It  is  prettilj'  enclosed  with  a  wooden 
paling.  The  one  great  grave,  over  lUU  jards  in  length, 
is  banked  up  with  greeu  sods,  and  tlie  surface  trimly 
raked.  It  is  flanked  by  a  great  wooden  cross  bearing 
the  simple  inscription  : — "  Hier  Euhen  285  Preuseische 
und  5  Fi-anzosische  tapfere  Krieger."  There  are  beaides 
several  graves  of  oflicers,  which  are  adorned  with  box- 
wood crosses  planted  in  the  soil,  and  with  wreaths  of 
immortelles. 

Petit  Marau,  hfjore  Mdz,  Oct.  35.  Morning. — Deserters  con- 
tinue to  afford  the  principal  topic  for  conversation.  It 
is  a.  clever  idea  of  Bazaine,  now  tliat  his  proposal  for 
suiTendering  his  army  without  the  capitulation  of  the 
fortress  has  been  rejected,  to  work  off  his  army  by  detail. 
That  this  is  ihe  policy  I  think  there  can  be  no  reason- 
able doubt.  An  officer  and  fifty  men  cannot  walk  away 
in  a  body,  as  they  did  yesterday  in  front  of  Noiase- 
ville,  without  being  inten-upted,  if  any  one  cared  to  do 
so.  and  the  French  leaders  must  have  become  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  the  Prussian  authorities  bad  compre- 
hended the  little  game  when  they  saw  the  little  party 
sent  back  the  way  they  came.  We  receive  deserters 
who  come  in  singly  or  in  pairs,  because  tlieir  infor- 
mation is  more  or  less  useful.  From  one  of  these 
information  of  considerable  exactitude  and  apparent 
trulbfulness  was  received  last  nlgbt.  He  spoke  of  a 
rapid  and  continuous  diminution  in  the  rations  served 
out  to  the  troops,  and  of  increasing  irregularity  in  the 
supply.  Eight  days  ago  the  bread  ration  was  half  a 
pound  a  day  for  each  nmn.  Now  it  is  reduced  to  four 
ounces,  and  there  is  difficulty  in  procuring  this  morsel. 
The  man  understood  that  the  inhabitants  of  MeU  re- 
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eetved  the  same   rations  as  tlie  Guards  who    lie  around 

Bazaine  at  St.  Martin,  and  who  receive  raiher  more 
food  than  tho  other  troops,  and  ere  uaed,  by  reason  of 
their  superior  discipline  and  tUeir  greater  contentment. 
as  a  means  of  keeping  in  some  semblance  of  order  tlie 
Line  regiments.  To  each  peloton  a  live  horse  is  given 
per  day,  but  the  man  describes  the  brutes  as  consisting 
of  little  else  than  bones  and  hide.  There  can  be  httle 
wonder  that  the  number  of  sick  is  greatly  on  the  increase 
under  such  circumstances.  Out  of  800  men,  of  which 
this  man's  battalion  consisted.  QUO  were  sick  and  unfit 
for  duly.  Those  who  nominally  are  able  are,  he  says. 
in  a  state  of  great  weakness,  and  certainly  his  own 
appearance  con-obomted  this  statement. 
Various  stateraenis  appear  to  have  been  made  within  the 
last  day  or  two  by  the  Frencli  generals  to  their  troops,  to 
keep  them^rom  falling  into  utter  despondency.  I  tele- 
graphed to  you  yesterday  one  piece  of  information  of  this 
character.  Another  man  brings  out  a  cock-and-bull  story 
about  a  general  order,  to  the  effect  that  the  Empress  was 
to  arrive  in  Metz  yesterday,  and  to  assume  the  supreme 
power,  and  that  then  to-day  the  whole  army  was  to  march 
away  to  the  north  by  permission  of  the  Prussians.  The 
authorities  appear  to  have  interpreted  these  statements 
as  giving  intimation  of  a  sortie  in  great  force  towards 
the  north  to-morrow.  General  oi-ders  lo-day  contained 
a  formal  intimation  that  the  negotiations  regarding  capi- 
tulation, which  had  been  going  on.  had  been  definitely 
broken  off.  Orders  are  issued  with  a  view  to  cope  with 
a  sortie,  should  it  occur,  to-morrow.  The  line  to  tlie 
north  of  Metz  on  both  sides  of  Ihe  river  has  been  greatly 
strengthened,  and  the  troops  in  the  third  line  all  round 
are  called  out,  taking  place,  at  five  oclock  this  morning, 
in  positions  enabling  them  to  act  efficiently  as  p 
and  supports  for  the  first  and  second  lines. 
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On  the  face  of  things  it  would  seem  that  a  sortie  to-day  is 
physically  impossible.  It  has  rained  with  hardly  any 
intermission  for  three  days,  and  it  rains  now.  Except 
where  the  macadam  of  the  ehaussees  affords  a  hard  bottom 
under  the  mud.  the  country  cannot  he  traversed  on  foot. 
One  flounders  helplessly  in  the  slippery  stuff  till  he  gets 

,'  to  a  deeper  place  than  usual,  and  then  has  to  struggle 
vehemenlly  to  prevent  tiimself  from  sticking  outright. 
No  regiment  could  keep  its  formation  in  ground  so  hold- 
ing, and  to  nDOve  artillery  or  train,  except  on  the  mi 
damized  roads,  must  be  utterly  impossible.  Nevertheless 
the  Prussian  troops  are  -wailing  for  what,  if  it  comes  at 
all,  must  be  the  last  effort,  and  that  one  made  out  of 
pure  Quixotry.  I  write  this  hurried  and  short  letter,  s 
to  speak,  with  foot  in  stirrup.  1  am  going  to  ride  round 
to  the  Moselle  valley,  down  which,  as  on  tlie  7th,  the  chief 
effort  of  the  sortie  must  come,  if  it  be  made  at  all,  which 
T  doubt.  The  quietude  for  the  last  few  days  of  the  forts 
and  foreposts  is  accounted  for  by  a  deserter,  who  slates 
that  an  order  has  been  issued  to  reserve  the  fire,  and 
reprobating  the  purposeless  blazing  into  space  which  has 
hitherto  been  a  characteristic  of  the  defence.  It  may  be 
straining  a  point  to  interpret  this  into  signifying  short- 
ness of  ammunition.  Last  night  there  was  a  loud 
explosion  on  the  outskirts  of  Metz.  It  is  thought  one 
of  the  powder-magazines  had  blown  up. 

Ckdteau-Orai.  Oct.  34. — This  has  been  a  great  day  with  us 
here  in  Chfiteau-Gras.  It  was  our  doctor's  birthday,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  we  shoiild  not  keep  it  while  th« 
generals  are  finishing  the  more  serious  business.  Our 
doctor  is  a  man  unknown  to  fame,  but  he  deserves  it 
more  than  many  a  man  who  has  earned  it.  He  is  of  the 
fighting,  jolly  style  of  medico:  although  his  business  is 
to  cure  wounds,  he  has  mo  objection,  but  the  contrarj-. 
to  cut  out  work  for  himself.     If  you  met  Lira  in  Cork, 
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yon  would  unhesitatingly  set  him  down  as  a  native,  with 
his  merry  black  eyes,  wide  laughing  mouth,  and — how 
shall  I  put  it  delicately? — his  nose  with  the  Hibernian 
bend.     And  it  was  the  birthday  of  this  excellent  fellow. 

I  could  not  make  out  in  the  muming  why  appet  was  hurried 
over  BO  rapidly  ;  hut  I  was  soon  to  learn.  The  adjutant 
tucked  my  arm  under  his,  and  marched  me  olf  into  the 
chateau.  Although  the  name  of  the  owner  of  this  resi- 
dence is  Mons.  d'Espngne,  his  chateau  is  by  no  means 
en  Eaparftie:  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  siibstantially-buitt 
edifice,  with  very  handsome  rooms,  affording  excellent 
quarters,  if  one  does  not  mind  semi-asphjTtiation  with 
chloride  of  lime.  Of  the  salle  the  officers  have  made  a 
mess-room,  and  it  was  into  this  fine  apartment  that  the 
adjutant  guided  me  about  ten  o'clock  this  morning.  We 
were,  one  and  all.  it  seemeil.  the  guests  of  ihe  doctor  on 
this  the  anniversary  of  his  natal  morn.  Nor  was  the 
doctor  hospitable  without  the  means.  A  certain  good 
lady  who  calls  him  husband,  and  who  dwells  in  Konigs- 
berg.  had  not  forgotten  the  day,  and  as  a  birthday 
present  had  sent  her  good  man  a  great  chest.  The 
Bum  total  of  the  contents  of  that  chest  the  world 
through  me  can  never  know.  The  enumeration  I  heard 
indeed,  but  1  lost  the  tally  when  the  doctor  was  about 
half  through  it.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  table  groaned 
under  a  load  of  delicacies.  I  have  seen  a  telegram  from 
Berlin  to  the  effect  that  the  troops  before  Metz  were 
living  on  mutton.  The  telegraphist  would  have  opened 
his  eyes  had  he  dropped  in  this  morning.  There  was 
tchinken  and  boiled  ham,  there  was  a  German  sausage 
as  big  as  the  good  heart  of  the  doctor's  wife,  there  was  a 
snug  little  barrel  of  tardelUii,  pickled  with  bay-leaves  ; 
(here  was  German  gingerbread  and  rusks ;  there  was 
fresh  butter,  and  there  was  compol  of  plums,  and  I  don't 
know  what  all  else.      Then,  for  drink,  there   was  the 
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choice  of  Malaga  and  tilaret,  rum,  brand;,  Hamburg 
bilters  and  absintbe.  and  a  boarty  welcome  to  seasoa  all. 
We  have  a  curious  way  of  eating  in  the  Torepasts — what 
may  be  styled  a  miscellaneous  manner  of  feeding.  Sau- 
sage, gingerbread,  sardines,  and  compot  are  seen  on  one 
plate  at  once,  and  serve  to  season  one  another  in  a  very 
impartiahvay.  I  don't  think  the  doctor  could  reasonably 
complain  of  the  appetites  which  were  brought  to  hia 
feast.  He  had  one  appetite  of  which  he  could  have  had 
no  antieipation.  Just  as  we  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
feast,  a  miserable  devil  of  a  French  deserter  was  brought 
in  from  the  foreposts.  I  never  before  saw  die  wolfish 
glare  of  absolute  hunger  darting  from  a  man's  eyes. 
Wet,  dirty,  half-rotten  seemingly  from  scurvy,  with  pulfed 
lips  and  hollow  cheeks,  this  gaunt  spectacle  of  a  man  de- 
voured the  food  with  his  great  staring  eyes.  He  could 
not  reply  to  any  questions,  so  concentrated  was  he  upon 
his  gaze  at  our  breakfast,  and  when  the  hauiUmann  thi-ew 
him  the  meaty  ham-bone,  it  positively  made  one  shudder 
to  see  the  dog-like  style  iu  which  he  fell  a-worrying  of  it. 
When  all,  including,  1  hope,  the  poor  wretch  in  the 
lobby,  had  eaten  their  fill,  the  senior  hanptmann  called 
for  full  glasses,  and  in  a  neat  speech  proposed  tits 
doctor's  health.  The  doctor  was  very  waggish  in  his 
reply.  He  suggested  we  should  dedicate  a  bumper  to 
St.  Julien  and  Les  Bottes.  because  they  had  been  cour- 
teous enough  not  to  intei-vene  to  the  detriment  of  the 
crockerywnre,  and  expi'essed  further  B  fervent  wish  tliat 
Bazaine  were  making  one  of  the  company.  By  twelve 
o'clock  the  doctor  was  drunk  out — that  is,  hia  stores 
were — hut  a  happy  thought  struck  a  lieutenant  con- 
cerning a  barrel  of  beer  which  he  bad  in  his  room. 
This  was  fetched,  and  its  contents  went  the  way  of  the 
doctor's  stores, 

Aa  we  broke  up,  I  heard  the  word  go  round  that  there  would 
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le  a  "picnic  "  in  the  evening.  One  is  apt  to  associate 
the  idea  of  a  picnic  witli  leafy  glades,  blue  niuslin,  bad 
champagne,  and  lobster  salad.  None  of  these  agrhnetiU 
had  we  here.  The  rain  was  falling  fast,  the  winter  wind 
waa  blowing  bitterly,  and  the  idea  of  a  picnic  seemed 
about  as  wild  as  would  have  been  the  suggestion  of 
an  oratory.  But  neverlhelesa  the  "  picnic  "  came  otl', 
although  not  quite  according  to  my  preconceived  notions 
of  this  institution.  It  was  au  indoor  picnic  ;  in  point  of 
fact,  it  took  place  in  the  hall  where  the  doctor  gave  his 
breakfast.  It  was  on  the  loutunl  co-operation  principle 
—everybody  was  expected  to  bring  something.  My  con- 
tribution was  a  box  of  sardines,  a  lump  of  butter,  and  a 
bottle  of  rum,  I  am  afraid  this  was  not  quite  up  to  the 
general  mai-k;  but  what  I  had  I  gave — I  could  no  more. 
I  stood  ill  the  lobby  awhile  watching  the  arrivals  and 
their  several  contributions.  One  havptmann  -was  accom- 
panied by  his  servant  can'^ing  half  a  dozen  of  red  wine, 
a  lieutenant  had  a  leg  of  mutton  and  a  bag  full  of  sugar 
under  his  cloak.  The  hall  looked  quite  civilized.  On 
the  great  round  table  in  the  centre  stood  an  actual 
moderator  lamp,  with  a  painted  shade  atop  of  it,  its 
pedestal  resting  on  a  mat.  Talk  of  war  times,  here  was 
refinement  with  a  vengeance  !  A  great  wood  fire  blazed 
cheerfully  on  the  hearth,  and  the  glasses— so  me  what  non- 
descript in  shape  and  size,  it  is  true — sparkled  on  the 
board.  After  a  brief  pause  the  first  service  of  tipple  was 
brought  in,  contained  in  a  white  soup-tureen  and  on 
antique  china  vase.  The  tipple  was  very  good — I  regret 
being  unable  to  furnish  the  recipe  for  its  composition.  I 
may  state,  however,  that  among  the  ingredients  were  red 
wine,  white  wine,  rum.  cognac,  schnapps,  cloves,  and 
cinnamon.  Of  tlie  proportions  of  each  I  could  learn 
nothing.    I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  a  "  stock  "  pot 
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vrith  the  red  wine  was  put  on,  and  as  contribationB  came 
in,  that  they  were  emptied  into  the  pot  promiscuously. 

For  about  two  hours  conversation,  alternated  with  story- 
telling, was  the  order  of  the  evening.  The  talk  fell  once 
upon  the  causes  of  the  French  defeats,  and  after  various 
explanations  had  been  started,  a  sententious  premier 
lieutenant,  who  had  not  previously  opened  his  mouth, 
etruck  in  with  this  original  illustration  and  very  sound 
theory  : — "  The  chief  rabbi  of  the  Danlzic  Jews  had 
taken  a  new  house,  and  his  flock  determined  to  slock  his 
wine-hutt  for  him.  An  evening  was  set  apart  for  the 
affair,  and  one  after  another  the  Jews  went  down  into 
the  cellar  and  emptied  each  his  bottle  into  the  big  vat. 
When  the  rabbi  came  next  day  to  draw  off  bis  dinner 
wine,  he  found  there  was  notliing  in  the  cask  but  water. 
Each  and  every  Jew  had  said  to  himself  that  one  bottle 
of  water  could  never  be  noticed  in  so  great  a  quantity  of 
wine,  and  all  acting  up  to  iliia,  the  rabbi  had  not  got  a 
drop  of  wine  in  his  butt.  Now  it  was  just  the  same 
with  the  French  army.  One  soldier  said  to  himself  that 
it  would  not  matter  a  copper  if  he  sneaked  away  ;  in  so 
great  a  multitude  he  would  not  be  missed.  But  the 
<Ievil  of  it  was  that  one  and  all  took  this  line  of  reason- 
ing, and  the  result  was,  that  nobody  was  left  to  look  our 
battalions  in  the  face."  Everybody  laughed  at  the  pre- 
mier lieutenant's  quaint  illustration,  and  then  we  had  a 
stand-up  supper  at  the  sideboard.  That  finished,  sing- 
ing was  the  order  of  the  evening.  It  surprised  me  not 
a  little  when  one  of  the  officers  ati'uck  up  "  My  heart 's 
in  the  Highlands,"  and  almost  all  were  able  to  chime  in, 
not  alone  with  the  tune,  but  the  words.  The  doctor 
treated  us  to  a  composition  of  his  own,  composed  to 
illustrate  passing  events,  for  the  burden  of  it  was — "  The 
Bois  da  Orimont  oh!"     The  Bois  de  Orimont  is  th« 
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wood  out  of  nhicli  the  French  sharpshooters  so  perais- 
tenttj  pepper  away  at  our  foreposts.  Encouraged  by 
the  auccess  of  this  effort,  he  gave  us  another  song  pour 
I'oceiuion,  the  chorus  of  which  mixed  up  "  Mercy-le- 
Hftut,"and  "Der  Teufel,"  in  some  mysterious  manner. 
It  may  interest  the  British  music-hall  patrons  to  know 
that  a  translation  of  "  The  Captain  with  the  Whiskers." 
is  one  of  the  chiefest  favouri  tes  with  the  Prussian  officers. 
They  rattle  away  at  its  lively  chorus  with  great  delight. 
We  bad  it  to-night  over  and  over  again.  At  ten  oclock, 
the  "  stock  "  pot  being  empty,  we  broke  up  with  great 
joviality.  My  tliree  room-companions  are  now  slumber- 
ing profoundly  on  the  common  straw,  to  which  I  also 
now  betake  myself.  Nothing  new  in  siege  operations. 
Several  bodies  of  deserters  driven  back  to-day  by  ibe 
Prussiao  foreposts.  Weather  still  "  Novembery  "  in  the 
extreme. 
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^^H       Tbe  capitulation  of  Metz,  with  the  whole  army  of  Marshal 

^^B  Bazaine  encamped  under  its  walls,  took  place  on  the  27th 
of  October,  seventy  daj*3  after  tlie  battle  of  Oravelotte. 
Three  Marshals  of  France,  C  .000  officers,  and  1 73,000  men 
were  included  in  the  surrender.  The  scenes  which  fol- 
lowed the  capitulation  showed  that  some  of  the  corps  bad 
become  demoraliited,  but  the  men  of  the  Imperial  Guard 
had  preserved  their  discipline  and  self-respect  to  the  lost. 
and  took  leave  of  their  officers  with  demonstrations  of 
strong  regard. 

Metx,  Oct.  29. — After  all  our  long  waiting  from  day  to  day 
in  anticipation  of  the  capitulation  of  Jletz,  that  event 
came  upon  us  with  a  strange  suddenness.  It  was  only 
a  few  days  ago  tliat  it  was  mentioned  in  the  general 
orders  from  the  Prussian  tead- quarters  that  the  negotia- 
tions had  definitively  closed;  and  when  men  heard  this 
they  set  their  teeth  hard,  and  prepared  for  another  spell 
of  waiting,  variegated  with  lighting.  But  there  were 
symptoms  of  the  end  being  imminent  in  the  haggard 
deserters  who  came  among  us  from  day  to  day,  witli  their 
longing  looks  at  our  black  bread  and  flesh.  Another 
symptom  of  the  end  I  become  acquainted  with.  Orders 
were  issued  several  days  ago  to  the  railway  people  in 
Saarbruck  to  have  material  in  readiness  for  repairing  the 
railway  communication  direct  into  Iiletz.    This  indicated 
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what  was  expected  at  bead- quarters,  and  was  a  siga  of 
the  times  which  I  thought  it  not  politic  to  disregard. 
But  still,  when  the  report  ran  round  the  regiment,  on  the 
artemoon  of  the  STth,  that  the  capitulation  had  actually 
been  negotiated,  some  found  it  difficult  to  realize  the 
fact — confirmation  was  wanting.  It  was  true  tliat  the 
generals  commanding  the  several  Army  Corps  had  been 
summoned  to  Frescati  by  an  order  of  Frince  Frederick 
Charles  ;  but  everything  looked  so  much  in  the  ordinary 
way,  that  people  could  not  realize  the  fact  of  the  capitula- 
tion. Men  went  on  the  field-watch  as  usual,  and  the 
confronting  foreposta  still  continued  to  exchange  shots. 
Ho  white  flag  was  visible,  and  the  unbelieving  Thomases 
of  the  4tli  shrugged  their  shoulders,  and  would  have 
.none  of  the  tidings.  The  story  then  got  wind  that  all 
that  had  happened  was  the  capitulation  of  Bazaine's 
army  witliout  the  fortress.  This  proposition  it  was  known 
the  Prussian  authorities  had  ah-eady  rejected,  and  it  was 
ai-gued  from  the  prevalence  of  the  report  to  this  effect, 
that  the  whole  story  about  the  capitulation  was  a  fabrica- 
tion. I  now  proceed  to  give  you  details  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  occupation  and  disarmament  were  effected 

At  twelve  o'clock  yesterday  forenoon  each  of  the  outlying 
fortresses  was  laken  possession  of  by  two  battalions  of 
Prussian  infantiy,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  one  heavy 
battery  witliout  tumbrils,  lUO  artillerymen  with  the  com- 
plement of  officers,  and  an  engineer  detachment.  The 
following  is  the  apportionment  of  the  force  of  occupa- 
tion.    The  troops  occupying 

St.  Quentin  were  fauud  by  15th  Infantry  Division. 
Flappeville       „  ,,  3rd  Army  Corps. 

St.  Julien        „  „         Ist  Army  Corps. 

Queleu  „  „  8tb  Army  Corps. 

St.  Privat        „  „         Hessian  Division, 
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At  the  same  hour  a  battalion  of  the  7th  Army  Corps 
marched  forward,  and  took  possession  of  La  Porte 
Serpenoise.  one  of  the  galea  nf  Metz.  and  another 
battalion  from  the  same  corps  occupied  the  Porte  Moselle. 
Tn-o  hours  hefore  the  occupation  of  the  fortress,  I  should 
observe,  there  were  sent  forward  from  each  of  the  occupy- 
ing detachments  an  artillery  officer  and  a  small  body  of 
under-ofRcers,  accompanied  by  engineers,  to  take  over 
the  powder-magazines  and  the  respective  forts,  and  they 
sent  out  the  report  to  the  effect  that  all  v/aa  in  order 
before  the  troops  were  allowed  to  march  in.  This 
precaution  was  no  doubt  dictated  by  a  recollection  of 
the  catastrophe  at  Laon. 

At  one  o'clock  yesterday  it  was  ordered  that  the  French 
army  should  formally  lay  down  its  arms.  There  was  ao 
set  ceremony,  yet  the  affair  was  imposing  from  its  very 
simplicity.  It  was  conducted  in  detail,  each  corps 
laying  down  its  arras  in  the  neighbourhood  of  its  owu 
station.  I  saw  the  3rd  Army  Corps — that  of  Lehceuf — 
disarm  itself  The  Marshal  himself  came  first,  a  scowl 
upon  hia  swarthy  features.  He  wheeled  to  one  side, 
and  stood  by  the  single  Prussian  officer  whose  duty  it 
was  to  superintend  the  stacking  of  the  arms.  Itegiment 
after  regiment  the  men  defiled  past,  piling  their  arms  in 
great  heaps  at  the  word  of  command  from  their  own 
ofBcers,  who  gave  their  parole,  and  were  allowed  to 
retain  their  swords.  This  applies  to  most.  There  were, 
however,  some  who  declined  to  accept  the  tei'ms,  and 
who  preferred  going  with  their  men  into  captivity  in 
Prussia.  These  laid  down  their  swords  as  the  men  did 
their  Chassepots,  building  quite  a  little  heap  of  them  to 
the  right  of  the  great  stacks  of  rifles.  The  disarmed 
French  troops  tlien  returned  into  their  bivouacs,  which 
they  occupied  for  one  night  more,  hefore  quitting  for 
other    bivouacs    round    which     shall    stand     Prussian 
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eentries.  For  this  last  night  they  preserved  a  semblance 
of  freedom.  The  Prussians  left  them  to  themselvea. 
Except  in  the  forU  and  at  the  two  gates  I  have  men- 
tioned, not  a  spiked  helmet  was  to  be  seen  nearer  Metz 
than  had  been  seen  a  week  before.  The  /eUlieacku  were 
mounted  as  usual,  the  replUi  were  established,  and  the 
troops  stood  fast  as  ever  in  their  long  and  weary  watch 
around  Metz. 

This  morning  the  Frenchmen  came  forth  and  rendered 
tliemseives  to  their  captors — corps  by  corps,  and  nnder 
the  commund  of  iheir  own  otScers.  The  Sixth  Corps 
(Canrobert's)  came  from  its  bivouac  by  Woippy  to 
Ladonchamps,  where  on  the  7th  so  many  of  its  mem- 
bers had  slAincd  the  soil  wiUi  their  blood.  Their 
prison-bivouac  is  on  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  the 
wrecked  and  burnt  village.  The  Seventh  Corps,  that 
of  Ladmirault,  came  out  over  the  ridge  between 
St.  Quentin  and  Plappeville,  and  found  quarters— in- 
hospitable enough,  I  fear — on  the  bleak  plateau  of 
St  Maurice.  The  Imperial  Guai'd  marched  dowb  to 
I/)ngeville,  crossed  the  ruilwaj-- bridge  at  Toumebride, 
passed  on  to  Fi'escati  to  the  left,  and  found  their  bivouac 
in  the  plain  between  Orly  and  Augny.  The  garrison  of 
Metz  itself,  consisting  of  about  20, QUO  men,  chiefly  Mo- 
bile Guards,  marched  by  Le  Sablon,  past  the  ruined 
village  of  Magny,  and  so  forward  to  tlie  outskirts  of 
St.  Thiebault.  The  Second  Corps  (Frossard's).  with 
Laveauconfied's  Division  aiid  the  4th  Brigade,  came  out 
past  I^a  Posetle  on  the  great  Strasburg  ehauitit,  and 
found  their  bivouac  behind  the  village  of  Grig}-.  Tho 
Third  Corps  (that  of  Lebceuf )  came  out  among  us  of  tho 
1st  Prussian  Army  Corps,  along  the  ckauiaee  leading  to 
Saarlouis.  Each  corps,  as  it  marched  out,  was  received 
by  the  Prussian  troops  covering  the  respective  section  of 
the  environment.    They  were  led  by  their  own  officers. 
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who  formally  handed  ov«r  their  men  to  the  Prussian 
officers,  and  then  those  of  tliem  who  had  given  their 
parole  were  ot  liberty  to  quit  the  ranks  and  return  to 
Metz.  The  men  under  the  command  of  their  under- 
officers  were  then  marched  out  to  the  bivouac-places, 
which  had  previously  been  partly  prepared;  wood  for 
fires  having  been  collected,  and  a  supply  of  provisions 
being  ready  for  distribution. 

I  was  with  the  Firet  Army  Corps  when  it  took  up  its  posi- 
tion to  receive  the  corps  of  LeLreuf,  From  all  the  vil 
lagea  around— the  villages  inhabited  for  ao  many  weary 
weeks,  the  villages  made  memorable  by  fights,  by  burn- 
ings, by  graves,  by  sickness,  and  by  deaths— streamed  tlie 
regiments  on  to  the  chaussee.  There  had  been  much 
rain  during  the  night,  and  although  the  sun  broke  out 
about  ten  o'clock,  tlie  watery  haze  hung  about  the 
bottoms  of  the  valleys,  and  the  mud  splashed  as  tlie 
trijopa  strode  through  it.  Mud !  why.  we  have  had 
nothing  but  mud  for  weeks,  and  should  we  mind  it  now, 
looking  at  the  errand  on  which  we  are  bound?  No. 
The  "  Wacht  am  Ithein  "  rises  lustily  from  the  pioneers 
in  the  front,  and  the  regiments  as  tliey  come  dowa 
tho  side-roads  catch  up  the  strain.  On  we  go  past  tlie 
Brasserie,  with  the  grenade-pits,  the  graves,  and  the  en- 
trenchments around  it^ — itself  a  mere  heap  of  sliattered 
bricks— on  to  the  gentle  slope  behind  the  village  of 
LouvalliL-re.  Then  rigfit  and  left  wheeled  the  heaiy 
columns,  leaving  the  chauuie  open,  a  parallelogrBm  of 
about  1 00  feel  in  width  on  each  side  of  it.  In  front  of  the 
Eriisserie  stood  the  artillery,  before  the  artillery  the  ser- 
ried ranks  of  braes-spiked  helmets  all  the  way  down  the 
gentle  slope,  almost  to  Louvalliore.  Arms  were  piled, 
and  there  the  Pmssians  waited  for  the  advent  of  the  army 
with  which  it  almost  seemed,  through  tlie  length  of  time 
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i    kind   of    personal    acquaintance.       While  the   troops 
waited   I   pushed   forward    towards   Metz   to   meet  the 

Frenchmen.  Already,  it  is  true,  we  had  plenty  of  French- 
men, but  they  were  all  civilians,  and  there  were  French- 
women too,  and  French  children.  The  road  had  been 
opened  this  morning,  and  they  came  crowding  out,  the 
poor  creatures  who  had  abandoned  their  village  homes 
and  crowded  into  the  town  wlien  the  pennons  of  the 
Uhlans  had  shown  tiiemselves  on  the  fringes  of  the 
villages.  On  tliey  came,  waggon-load  after  waggon-load, 
with  their  trumpery  household  goods  and  their  agricul- 
tural implements  piled  on  the  waggons  behind  the  women 
and  children.  They  knew  not  what  it  was  that  they  had 
come  out  for  to  see.  Perhaps  they  expected  to  find  their 
cottage  homes  as  they  had  left  them — not  roofless, 
wrecked,  utterly  ruined  as  is  the  grim  reality.  Louval- 
liere  seemed  to  give  the  first  shock  to  their  cheerfulness. 
Gaunt  and  grim  stood  its  houses,  burnt  to  tlie  shell,  the 
graves  lying  all  around,  the  holes  in  the  fields  where  the 
shells  had  hurst,  the  breastworks  behind  which  had 
stood  the  Prussian  foreposts.  As  each  waggon  and  each 
knot  of  peasants  came  into  Lauvallii-re  there  was  a  halt. 
and  full  many  a  "  Mon  Dieu  !"  In  Lauvallicre  there  is 
a  large  tannery,  which  must  have  employed  many  work- 
men, and  been  an  important  and  profitable  concern.  Ii 
is  now  a  mere  shell — ^not  a  fragment  of  the  woodwork 
is  lefL  This  forenoon  I  chanced  upon  its  owner  stand- 
ing on  the  bluff  over  against  his  property,  and  gazing 
upon  it  in  moody  silence.  Twenty  paces  farther  on  I 
came  on  a  little  group,  the  extreme  pathos  of  which 
made  my  heart  swell.  It  was  a  family,  and  they  sat 
in  front  of  what  had  once  been  their  home.  That  homa 
was  now  rooSess.  The  stones  of  the  walls  were  all 
that  was  left.  The  garden  was  a  wreck,  and  the  whole 
scene    was    concentrated    desolation.       The    husband 
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leant  agflinst  the  wall,  hie  arras  folded,  and  his  bead 
his  chest.  The  wife  sat  on  the  wet  ground,  weeping 
over  [he  babe  at  her  breast.  Two  elder  children  sUred 
around  them  willi  wonder  and  unconcern — too  young 
realize  the  misfortune  which  had  overlaken  all  the  family, 
The  silence  of  the  grief-stricken  group  was  more  eloquent 
than  any  words.  No  home,  no  food,  a  waggon  and  a 
couple  of  slan-ed  horses,  a  field  with  four  graves  in  it. 
This  is  tlie  brief  summary  of  the  belongings  and  con- 
dition of  the  family.  All  are  alike  ;  although  this  family 
was  the  one  I  happened  to  see,  because  the  home  lay  on 
my  road  in  Lauvalli^re.  the  same  piteous  sight  must  ere 
now  be  visible  by  every  house  in  every  village  all  around 
MetK.  What  need  for  me  to  occupy  space  by  writing  of 
what  every  one  with  a  grain  of  human  sympathy  in  his 
composition  can  picture  and  mourn  for  himself? 

If  the  horses  were  lean.  I  saw  no  evidence  of  starvation 
in  the  features  of  the  people  I  met.  The  stream  of 
imigrh  continued  as  I  came  up  the  slope  on  the  flat,  on 
the  edge  of  which  lies  the  improvised  fortification  of 
the  village  of  Belle  Croix — that  which,  in  this  corres- 
pondence, I  have  distinguished  as  "Little  Belle  Croix," 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  great  foit  of  the  same  name. 
Belle  Croix  was  ghostly  in  its  utter  solitude.  Burnt 
and  shattered  by  Prussian  shells,  it  must  nevertheless 
have  been  a  very  strong  position.  All  round  the 
entrenchment,  across  the  road,  is  a  moat  of  some  depth. 
The  angles  we  stockades,  the  walls  loopholed,  and  there 
still  stand  in  position  a  couple  of  field-guns,  which,  as 
the  Prussians  know  to  llieir  cost,  many  a  lime  were 
located  with  great  skill.  Owing  to  the  block  caused  by 
the  entrenchment  the  road  had  been  diverted.  It  had 
been  little  enough  used  before  this  morning.  The  grasB 
grew  thickly  on  the  chautsh  between  Louvalliere  and 
Belle  Croix.    As  the  peasant- waggons  came  crowding 
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out,  they  stuck  in  the  heavy  mire  of  this  detour,  and 
many  were  ihe  "  sacn's  "  before  they  were  started  again, 
the  leau  horses  being  too  wenk  [o  pull  them  tlirough  the 
heavy  ground.  It  is  jest  in  front  of  this  village  of  Bello 
Croix  where  is  llie  road  both  leading  to  Saarlouis  and 
Saorbruck.  When  I  had  pitssed  Belle  Croix,  1  could 
not  help  owning  to  myself  that  I  had  never  till  then 
succeeded  in  forming  a  proper  conception  of  the  real 
strength  of  the  natural  position  of  Metz.  On  the  right. 
with  a  valley  intervening  like  a  deep  trench,  lay  the  blunt- 
topped  mountain  crowned  by  Fort  St.  Julieu.  On  its 
slope  were  the  bivouac-fires  of  the  troops  of  Leboeuf. 
Nothing  could  venture  on  this  slope— a  great  natural  glacis 
— so  long  as  Fort  St.  Julien  thought  proper  to  forbid  Uie 
passage.  On  my  left,  also  on  an  eminence,  allhougli,  from 
the  positions  whence  I  had  previously  seen  it,  it  appeared 
to  be  on  a  flat,  lay  Fort  Queleu,  square  and  massive, 
dominating  the  plateau  to  the  left  of  the  chautsie.  But 
this  plateau  is  closed  in  Metzward  by  a  fortification  all  to 
itself— the  great  earthwork  of  Les  Bottes,  whose  grenades 
had  so  often  burst  in  disagreeable  proximity  to  me,  and 
which  now  stood  solitarj-  and  empty,  with  not  even  a 
sentry  on  its  earthen  summit.  Over  the  top  of  Fort  Les 
Bottes  were  visible  the  towers  of  the  cathedral,  and  the 
picture  was  framed  in  by  ihe  background  of  that  great 
and  elevated  ridge  of  which  tlie  two  chief  peaks  are 
crowned  by  Ports  SL  Quentin  and  Plappeville. 

It  was  just  beyond  Les  Bottes  that  I  met  Uie  first  French 
soldier — a  cavalryman  of  the  Line.  The  fellow  was  as 
drunk  as  he  well  could  be  to  be  able  to  move  at  all.  He 
staggered  forward  in  tacks,  dropping  his  kit  piecemeal 
as  he  came.  At  a  bend  in  the  road  behind  Four-ii-Ghaux, 
I  came  upon  the  head  of  the  prisoner  column,  mai'ching 
onward  for  tlieir  reception  at  the  Brasserie.  The  men 
were  in  a  very  miserable  state,  covered  wiili  mud,  wet — 


342 


VAX  COJtltBSPOnDSKCB. 


[<> 


Bodden  seemingly,  indeed.  Uirou^i  and  throagh  vrith 

maDy  of  their  faces  blotched  and  scabbed  with  tivarrj, 
and  qmt«  one-tbird  in  a  state  of  dniDkenness.  Xota  few 
were  in  a  state  of  bestial  dninkeDness,  their  dotli«8  di»- 
anaoged,  and  decency  utterly  disregarded.  A 
farther  on,  and  right  and  left,  lay  the  great  bivouac 
Fort  Belle  Croix.  The  troops  vrere  being  collected  hjr 
their  officers  in  peloton  previously  lo  being  mar^od  oilti 
and  several  columns  were  already  converging  OD  ihe 
great  ckavssft.  As  each  body  got  the  order  to  go  forward. 
a  cheer  came  from  the  slovenly  and  dislocated  ranks,  ud 
from  the  columns  on  the  march  there  broke  out  at  in- 
tervals a  fitful  chorus  of  some  lively  marching  song. 
Most  of  the  officers  were  grave,  tacitutn,  and  downcast. 
Surely  they  must  have  despised  tlie  reckless  throng  which 
they  nominally  commanded.  Th«  demoralization  of  the 
Metz  army  is  not  so  great  as  was  that  of  the  Sedan  anny, 
but  it  is  Tery  great  Tbe  men  obey  their  officers  attd 
regard  the  sound  of  tlie  bugle  after  a  fashion,  but  it  is 
evident  that  they  are  utterly  unaffected  by  tlie  oalastroph« 
which  has  befallen  the  arms  of  their  country,  and  are  eager 
only  to  get  somewhere  where  a  full  meal  of  victuals 
awaits  them.  Poor  wretehes  I  after  all,  it  is  not  fair  to 
be  too  severe  on  their  disorganJTation.  How  near  actual 
starvation  they  had  come  to  before  their  leader  would 
give  up  the  game  I  shall  narrate  befoi'e  I  conclude  this 
letter. 

Passing  the  columns  of  prisoners  at  n  canter,  I  was  bafik 
again  before  the  Erasserte  ere  the  front  of  that  column 
had  reached  the  place  where  stood  the  Prussians  waiting 
for  them.  The  dismounted  cavalry  came  firet,  followed 
by  tlie  artillery ;  lost  of  all  came  tlie  infantry  of  the  line. 
The  cavalry  seemed  to  have  lost  all  self-respect;  they 
greeted  the  Prussians  with  cheering,  and  several  men 
broke  from  the  ranks  and  slouched  forward  through  the 
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mud  \rith  intent  to  salute  with  a  spirituous  kiss  the  Prussian 
officers  standing  in  front  of  their  companies.  Itwas  curious 
to  notice  the  opposite  idiosyncrasies  of  tlie  two  nationali- 
ties. Grave  and  stem  stood  the  Prussian  victors,  with 
as  it  seemed,  a  silent  pity  rather  than  contempt  for  tlje 
demented  tatterdemalions  who  proffered  Ihem  the  un- 
desirable greeting;  while  the  Frenchmen  chattered  and 
gesticulated.  "  sacreed"  and  spluttered,  sang  and  laughed, 
inarched  through  tlie  gaunlleit  of  humiliation.  *  The  offi- 
cers quitted  their  commands  as  each  reached  the  alley 
fringed  by  the  Prussian  battalions,  and  returned  to  Metz 
or  the  vicinity.  The  troops  comprising  the  whole  of  the 
Third  Corps,  till  yesterday  under  the  command  of  Lebceuf. 
and  numbering  about  23,000  men,  were  escorted  to  a 
position  between  Chiiteau-Oras  and  Betonfay,  where  was 
fixed  the  site  for  their  bivouac.  The  positions  of  the 
other  bivouacs  I  have  already  detailed.  The  guards  for 
the  French  prisoners  are  to  he  contributed  in  rotation  by 
the  several  divisions.  The  daily  quota  for  the  bivouac  at 
Chateau-Gras  is  four  battalions  of  infantry,  one  battery 
of  artillerj',  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry.  In  command 
of  it  has  been  placed  Colonel  von  Deitnen  Henoig,  of  the 
4th  Regiment,  his  adjutant  being  Lieutenant  von  Veraen. 
Food  has  been  collected  for  the  supply  of  the  prisoners, 
who  will  have  to  bivouac  in  the  open  air.  From  to- 
morrow, daily  drafts,  each  3,000  strong,  will  be  sent  into 
Germany  via  Saarbruck  and  Saarlojis.  In  all,  the  capture 
consists  of  173,000  men,  including  tliree  marshals.  47 
general  officers,  C,000  i-egitnental  officers,  and  about 
500  guns.  Of  the  latter,  a  large  proportion  is  of  course 
heavy  artillery,  much  of  which  can  be  utilized  in  the  siege 
of  Paris,  if  that  event  really  takes  place.  I  may  as  well 
conclude  my  details  as  to  the  Prussian  dispositions. 
General  Kummer,  hitherto  in  command  of  the  Landwehr, 
is  appointed  commandant  of  Melz.     He  has  taken  up  bis 


quarters  in  Ihe  house  recently  occupied  by  ibe  French 
Commaudant  on  the  Place  d'Aimes.  Genera]  tou  Zas- 
trow  takes  the  control  of  all  arrangements  connected 
vitfa  tlie  transport  of  the  prisoners  and  the  quarter- 
mastership  generally  of  the  district  around  Metz  and  as 
far  as  Thionville.  It  is  anticipated  that  hy  seven  days 
all  the  prisoners  will  have  been  sent  away.  'J'he  Prussian 
army  before  Metz  is  destined  to  disruption.  Two  Army 
Corps  will  march  towards  Lille,  two  more  towards  Besan- 
^on,  and  then  there  will  be  left  a  considerable  force  to  be 
sent  on  to  Paris. 
After  I  had  seen  Lebceuf's  command  token  over  by  the  Isl 
Army  Corps.  I  returned  towards  Melz,  meeting  on  my 
way  astream  of  straggling  soldiers  who  had  missed  their 
corps,  and  were  sta^-gering  out  under  loads  of  tents, 
blankets,  and  what  not.  The  environs  of  the  town  are 
very  desolate  and  very  filthy.  Mud,  raw  horseflesh,  burnt- 
out  bivouac  tires,  huts  made  of  the  branches  of  ti-ees, 
old  women  and  skeleton  horses,  are  the  leading  charac- 
teristics. There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the 
town,  where  I  found  the  shops  all  open,  and,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, no  scarcity.  Meat  hung  in  the  butchers' shops, 
the  cafes  were  crowded,  and  there  appeared  no  exhaus- 
tion in  the  stocks  of  the  shops  devoted  to  tlie  sale  of 
any  material.  Tobacco  was  plentiful,  wine,  spirits,  and 
liquors  in  gieal  abundance.  Making  my  way  to  the 
Hfitel  de  I'Kurope,  1  found  it  crowded  with  French 
officers;  and  I  also  found  there  one  Englishman,  Dr. 
Ward,  of  the  International  Society  for  the  Succour  of  the 
Wounded,  who  has  just  been  decorated  by  the  French 
military  authorities  for  his  attention  to  the  wounded;. 
and  two  Americans,  t)r.  Good,  of  the  same  society,  and 
who  has  also  been  decorated  ;  and  Mr.  Eustis.  a  com- 
mercial gentleman,  who  had  spent  fortj'-eiglit  days  of  the 
Giege  in  prison  under  suspicion  of  being  a  spy.    The  epy 
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^V  mania  has  raged 

very  strongly  in  Metz.     Seventy- eight            ^| 

^^       persoDH  were  arrested  on  suspicion  in  one  day.    Eight             ^ 

in  all  have  been 

shot  as  convicted  spies,  including  the              ^1 

colorioua  SchuU,  to  whose  adroitness  and  accurate  in-              ■ 

formatjon  llie  French  believe  Von  Moltke  was  indebted              ^| 

for  his  knowled 

e  of  the  weakness  of  the  French  dispo-               ■ 

sitions  on  the  fi 

ontier.  and  for  the  hint  which  he  utilized                H 

into  the  successes  at  Wiirtb  and  Weissenburg.     I  don't               ■ 

think  I  can  do  better  tiian  give  you,  in  a  tabular  form,              ^M 

the  tariff  of  prices  for  food  now  ruling  in  Metz :—                          H 

Beef  ...    . 

.     8  francs  per  lb. 

Horaeflesh  .     . 

.     10  centimes  to   2    franca  per  IK: 

•■  choice   horse,"  the  tender  loin, 

fetches  Uie  latter  price. 

Kggs   .         . 

.     1  fianc  each :  have  been  If.  aOc. 

Fowls  . 

.    20  francs  each. 

Pike  (fish) 

.     8  francs  per  lb. 

Coffee  . 

6  franca  per  lb. 

Ham    . 

.    8  francs  per  lb. 

Cheese 

.    40  franes  per  lb.  (all  nominal  done.) 

Salt     . 

,     6  fi-ancs  per  lb. 

Geese,  fat 

OaU     . 

.     1^0  francs  for  sack  of  200  lb. 

Horses. 

,     16  francs  each;  to-day  no  market 
any  price. 

Chocolate 

.     5  francs  per  lb. 

Bread  . 

.     Wltite,  none  since  16th  inst. ;  brown 
4^  sous  per  lb. 

Matton 

,    None  for  two  months. 

Wine    . 

.     PleniifalandoldpricesmaintMned; 

bottle  of  champagne  for  7  francs- 

Notwithstanding  tl 

ese  extraordinary  prices,  the  tariff  in  the 

H6tel  de  I'Eiiro 

>e  is  much  the  same  as  usual.     I  dined 
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there  this  evening  at  the  table  d'hdu  for  7  francs,  includ- 
ing half  a  bottle  of  wine.  Breakfast  is  a  la  carte,  about 
7  francs  ;  bottle  of  c-hampsgoe,  7  francs.  We  had  four 
courses  for  dinner,  and  no  horseflesh — at  least  llie  waiter 
said  not.  The  roont  was  crowded  with  French  officers. 
I  dined  at  the  same  table  with  Colonel  Michel  Ney,  a 
nephew  of  the  historical  Marshal.  He  had  received 
some  half-dozen  sabre-wounds  in  the  cavalry  fight  at 
Vionville,  and  was  only  half  recovered.  At  the  same 
table  also  sat  General  Duplessis.  a  French  officer  of  distinc- 
tion, who  also  has  been  severely  wounded.  This  evening 
there  was  a  tremendous  rush  of  Prussian  officers  into 
tho  hotel.  Quartern  cannot  be  had  now  at  any  price. 
Forty  officers  have  been  sent  away  from  the  Hotel  de 
I'Europe  to-night,  and  I  am  indebted  to  a  good-hearted 
American  for  half  hia  bed.  The  French  and  Pmssian 
officers  are  fraternizing  in  the  $nlU  as  I  write.  At  first 
the  Frenchmen  were  a  little  inclined  to  be  sulky  and 
reserved,  but  the  heartiness  of  the  Prussians  soon  thawed 
the  ice,  and  tlie  champagne  is  promoting  the  flow  of 
kindly  feeling.  I  am  told  that  this  forenoon,  when  the 
officers  of  die  Imperial  Guard  said  adieu  to  their  men, 
profuse  tears  were  shed  by  both.  There  was  no  such 
emotion  manifested  by  Lebceiifs  coq)a. 

The  scarcity  of  bread  has  caused  great  suffering,  and  after 
that  the  want  most  severely  felt  has  been  that  of  salt,  the 
price  of  which  I  have  already  quoted.  There  are  saline 
eprings  within  the  French  lines,  and  the  water  from 
tlieae  has  been  sellin  g  at  1  fr.  50c.  per  bottle.  There  has 
been  some  inconvenience  from  lack  of  water  suitable  for 
drinking.  The  troops  have  suffered  fearfully.  For  days 
at  a  time  they  have  had  no  bread  ration  at  all  sen'ed  out 
to  them,  and  have  hud  to  live  wholly  on  lean  horseflesh. 
Of  these  animals  over  SO, 000  have  been  consumed  dur- 
s  fact  that  folks  with  so  ^iSMk;  i 


xn.] 


TEE  PRUSSIANS  1!f  METZ. 


347 


a  genins  for  cookery  as  the  French,  should  have  been 
indebted  to  the  Pruaaians  for  a  wrinkle  in  this  line,  but 
such  is  the  case.  There  are  slill  some  600  Fruasian 
prisoners  here  in  the  town— talven  at  inlen-als  during 
the  siege.  These  fellows,  when  they  got  llieir  horseflesh, 
treated  it  as  they  do  then*  own  ration  meat — chop  it  up 
into  minced  meal  with  onions  and  meal,  then  eonaoiidate 
it  into  a  block  and  fry  it.  This  the  Prussians  called 
"  klopp,"  and  the  French  "kIopp"-ified  their  horseflesh 
in  imitation  of  the  Prussian  tactics.  But  no  device  can 
make  palatable  the  flesh,  or  rather  the  sinews,  of  the 
miserable  screws  to  which  have  been  reduced  most  of  the 
horses  in  Melz.  The  divisional  chaplain  of  tlie  Guards 
has  just  told  me  that  he,  the  day  before  yesterday,  gave 
a  pound  of  bread  to  three  captains— all  noblemen — of 
the  Imperial  Guard,  which  was  tlie  first  bread  they  had 
tasted  for  three  days. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  when  the  news  of  the  capitulation  was 
made  known,  there  was  a  sort  of  revolutionary  riot  in 
Metz.  The  Garde  Nationale  made  a  display  of  refusing 
to  give  up  their  arms,  ran  to  the  Place  d'Annes,  vrhere 
they  congregated  in  large  numbers,  and  several  shots 
were  fired.  The  cathedral  rang  the  alarm-bell,  and  the 
shops  put  tlieir  shutters  up.  The  mob,  composed  in  a 
large  proportion  of  civilians,  laid  hold  of  an  officer  of  the 
Imperinl  Guard,  and,  holding  pistols  at  his  head,  forced 
him  to  carry  in  the  front  the  Republican  flag.  A  hint 
from  the  mayor  that  the  Prussians  would  be  sent  for 
to  put  down  the  disturbance  had  its  etfect,  after  the 
gamins  had  roared  themselves  hoarse  shouting  "Vive 
la  Republique!"  There  were  also  some  clamours  for 
Bazaine's  tife-blood.  but  the  Marshal,  with  great  discre- 
tion, remained  in  his  quaiters  at  Ban  St.  Martin. 

It  was  not  until  ten  days  ago  that  the  troops  of  Baztune's 
anny  were  forbidden  to  enter  iJie  town  of  Metz.     Up  till 


348 


WAS   CORRESPONDENCE. 


ix  data   ■ 


then  they  circulated  freely  in  the  towa,  using  the  cafe*, 
and  spending  their  money  in  the  shops.  Until  six  daya 
ago  a  ration  of  bread  of  TOO  grammes  was  issued  to  each 
soldier.  Since  then  they  have  had  no  rations,  except 
horseflesh.  The  townspeople  have  been  on  bread  rations 
as  well  as  the  troops,  the  ration  consisting  of  200 
granmies  of  brown  bread.  Those  who  are  able  pay  for 
their  ration  ;  the  poor  have  been  receiving  it  gratuitously. 
It  surprises  me  that  Metz  has  been  able  to  hold  out  so 
long.  The  place  has  not  above  00,000  inhabitants,  if  so 
many,  and  it  has  supported  for  seventy  days  a  gross  popu- 
lation or  -^.30,900  mouths.  These  are  the  ofGcial  figures. 
The  dearness  of  provisions  has  been  progressive.  For 
instance,  on  the  16lh  of  August,  butler  had  already 
reached  the  fancy  price  of  if  per  pound.  On  the  same 
day  chickens  ranged  from  6f.  to  8f.  Now  butter  cannot 
be  procured  at  any  price,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
chickens.  Melz  has  certainly  not  capitulated  for  want 
of  munitions  of  war.  The  fortress  has  supplies  for  two 
years  still  left.  The  inside  of  the  ramparts  is  lined  con- 
tinually with  projectiles.  At  the  beginning  of  the  si^e 
there  were  in  store  12.000  projectiles  for  each  gun — at 
least  so  I  am  informed.  Although  Metz  is  an  arsenal, 
no  manufacture  of  cannon  or  projectiles  has  gone  on 
during  the  siege.  There  has  been  no  occasion  for  any 
such  work,  and  if  there  had,  the  want  of  coais  would  have 
presented  an  insuperable  obstacle.  All  the  coal  used  m 
MetK  comes  from  Saarbruck,  and  tliere  has  recently  been 
great  scarcity^so  much  so  that  an  order  was  issued  a 
week  ago  that  the  gas  in  the  town  should  be  extinguished 
at  seven  o'clock  under  a  heavy  penalty.  Candles  aro 
plentiful,  and  the  deprivation  was  Ihei-efore  not  bo 
seriously  felt.  Powder  has,  however,  been  made  in  large 
quantities. 

Thei-e  is  here  a  volunteer  ambulance  for  "  the  Army  of  the 
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Rhine,"  in  charge  of  Dr.  Le  Fort,  It  has  eight  fourgona, 
four  surgeons,  twelve  aides,  and  twelve  sous-aides.  They 
are  located  opposite  the  Prefecture,  and  have  been  of  im- 
mense service  to  the  French  army  in  the  field.  At 
Colombey,  on  the  15lh  of  August,  tho  fourgons  were  in 
the  Prussian  head-quarters  during  the  armistice,  and 
took  awsy  seventy  wounded  ofBcers.  Of  sick  there  are  alto- 
gether about  QO.OUO  soldiers,  and  about  9.000  wounded. 
The  latter  have  chiefly  been  wounded  in  the  sorties.  Of 
the  wounded  in  the  battles  of  Courcelles  and  Gravelotte 
most  are  either  recovered  or  dead.  Very  many  mutilated 
men  are  to  be  seeu  in  the  streets.  Latterly  almost  every 
operation  has  ended  fatally.  Pyfcraia,  hospital  gangrene, 
and  typhus  have  had  their  sway  on  frames  previously 
debilitated  by  hardship  and  famine.  Of  hospital  stores 
1  cannot  !eam  that  there  is  any  serious  lack,  except  in 
the  raatler  of  leeches.  For  two  of  these  Dr.  Ward  yes- 
terday paid  180  francs.  His  colleogue  was  down  with 
brain-fever,  and  he  paid  this  wildly  fancy  price  to  save 
his  life. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  to-day's  L'lndt'pevdant,  which  will  enable 
you  lo  judge  of  the  state  of  feeling  here,  The  antipathy 
seems  chiefly  directed  against  Bazaine,  and  also  against 
Coflinicre,  who  was  in  command  of  the  fortress  of  Metz. 
Coffiniere's  son,  by  the  way,  was  shot  the  other  day  by 
the  Prussians,  he  having  been  token  prisoner  in  a  sortie 
fighting,  while  under  parole.  Two  or  three  newspapers 
continue  to  be  daily  printed  in  Metz,  Since  no  outside 
information  has  reached  tlie  town  for  so  long,  the  news- 
papers have  chiefly  concerned  themselves  with  local 
gossip,  hopes,  fears,  and  canards.  A  file  of  one  of  them 
is  a  curious  sight.  The  stock  of  paper  bos  run  out  long 
since,  and  the  journals  have  been  printed  one  day  on  red 
paper,  another  on  blae,  a  third  on  buff,  and  so  on — 
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advertisement  platrard  paper  having  necessarily  been  bad 
resort  to.  One  journal  is  now  printed  on  brown  packing- 
paper.  The  siege  guns  from  Metz  will,  in  some  part. 
be  used  for  the  reduction  of  Thionville,  which  may  ha 
expected  now  very  shortly.  Others  will  be  used  against 
Verdun. 

All  this  afternoon,  since  four  o'clock,  tlie  division  of 
General  Kumnier  has  been  pouring  into  iho  town,  with 
bands  playing  and  coloufs  flying.  The  great  Landwehr- 
men  stared  around  them  with  undisguised  curiosity  at 
the  nut  which  ihey  have  found  so  hard  to  crack.  The 
townsfolk  jabbered  among  themselves  aa  the  troops 
defiled,  and  there  were  not  a  few  scowling  faces.  What 
cared  tlie  Landwehrmen  for  the  scowling  faces  ?  From 
the  siush  and  mire  of  Maizierea  and  Ladonchampa  they 
had  come  into  a  reasonable  prospect  of  beds  and  bottles 
of  wine.  They  are  quartered  for  the  most  part  in  the 
Caaei-no  du  Genie,  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  other  public 
buildings.  The  officers  are  in  private  houses.  How 
they  aie  devoting  diemselves  to  champagne  in  the  taiU 
of  the  hotel !  Generals,  lieutenants,  vice-feldvebeU,  all  in 
the  lump  aie  here,  and  one  and  all  speaking,  more 
Prusaico,  at  the  top  of  their  voices— the  din  is  deafening. 
The  French  officers  have  gone  off  to  bed,  all  save  two, 
who  ai'e  sitting  moodily  in  a  comer,  pulling  their  mous- 
taches and  drinking  ubsinthe^the  poison  that  has  , 
sapped  the  virility  of  the  French  army. 

This  morning  I  learn  that  some  officious  patriot  had  been  | 
busy  during  the  night  with  the  statue  of  Marshal  Fabert 
in  the  Place  d'Armes  here.  When  capitulation  was  talked 
of  a  few  days  ago,  a  wreath  of  immortelles  and  laurel  was 
woven  round  his  head,  and  a  flag  stuck  in  his  hand. 
This  morning  the  Aloi-shal  appeared  draped  in  a  full  suit 
of  crape,  with  a  hole  in  it,  through  which  was  visible  tha 
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jnscriplioD^the  words  which  the  gaUant  Marshal  addtesBCd 
^    to  Louis  XrV.:— 


Si  poor  empioliar  qa'nna  fiWe 

Que  lo  Roi  id's  eoDf.te 
Ns  torn  bit  BD  ponvoir  ile  I'ennemi, 

II  Eallitit  roettre  *  la  br«che 
ILta  personae,  taa  famille  rt  toot  tDOD 
Je  DS  halsDceraia  pas  nn  momeut  i  1( 


Bazaine,  under  the  circumstojices,  is,  I  thinlc,  to  be  ex- 
cused for  not  acting  up  to  the  programme  chalked  out 
hy  the  stanch  old  Marshal. 
Oct-  31.— I  was,  after  all,  disappointed  in  getting  oiF  my 
letter  of  the  39th  yesterday  morning.  The  gates  were 
open  all  njght,  and  it  is  only  about  seven  miles  to  Cour 
celles.  I  left  my  hotel  at  (i  a.u.,  in  reasonable  expectancy 
of  being  able  to  reach  Courcelles  in  time  for  the  train 
leaving  for  Saorbruck  at  8.1S.  Retribution  fell  upon  me 
for  giving  myself  up  to  Sybaritism  for  once.  1  rode 
inside  the  carriage  instead  of  outside  on  the  box,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  di'lver,  obeying  the  natural 
idiosyncrasy  of  his  species,  drifted  into  the  wrong  road. 
I  became  first  aware  of  this  unpleasant  fact  by  the 
hesitating  manner  in  which  be  sent  bis  machine  along, 
and  in  putting  the  question  to  the  man  he  owned  that 
he  was  all  abroad.  Trying  to  work  as  the  crow  flies,  we 
presently  became  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  entrench. 
ments,  stockades,  and  felled  trees,  and  ultimately  came 
to  a  dead  standstill  right  in  the  heart  of  the  wood  of 
Colombey.  Further  progress  now  with  the  vehicle  was 
utterly  impossible,  and  tliere  was  noUiing  for  it  but 
to  make  a  bee-line  for  CourceUes  on  foot  Although 
I  ran  most  of  the  way  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  for 
the  regular  train,  and  there  was  no  other  passenger  or 
post-train  till  the  afternoon.  But  1  did  not  do  so  bad 
after  all.  Dropping  in  upon  Baron  Kramm  at  the  Laza- 
rette  depot,  I  found  hob-nobbuig  with  this  worthy  man 


the  Princes  of  Reuss  and  Leuohtenburg.  The  formeri 
was  going  down  to  Saarbruck  by  a  prisoner's  train,  which 
was  leaving  at  tO  a.m.,  aud  lie  kiniliy  undeitook  to  take 
my  letter  and  telegram.  I  trust  that  "  Henry  18th  "— 
the  Princes  of  Iteuss,  you  must  know,  ore  all  labelled 
Heniy,  and  numbered  consecutively — duly  fulfilled  the 
commission  which  he  undertook,  and  that  my  commu- 
nication reached  England  witliout  auy  great  delay. 
On  my  way  from  Colombey  to  Courcellea  my  track  lay 
through  the  prisoner- bivouac  of  the  Second  French  Army 
Corps  (Frossard's).  Itwas  avery  miserable  scene.  The 
fires  of  the  previous  night  had  burnt  out.  and  the  morn- 
ing fires  had  not  been  lit  The  miserable  prisoners 
lounged  about  in  seeming  utter  despair,  the  fine  nun 
wetting  them  tltrough  and  through,  and  keeping  soft  tha 
mud  with  which  their  coats  were  plastered.  Some  few 
had  erected  tents,  hut  the  great  ma!>s  had  spent  the  nigllt 
in  the  open,  standing  round  the  fires,  for  lo  lie  down 
must  have  been  impracticable.  If  it  was  any  consolation 
to  the  prifionera,  their  Pmssian  guards  were  in  as  miser- 
uhie  a  plight  as  their  captives.  The  chain  of  sentries 
posted  all  round  sloucheil  backwai-d  and  forward  on  their 
posts,  and  the  fised  "  corporal-schafts  "  leaned  gloomily 
on  their  weapons.  In  the  road  in  front  of  Ars  Laquenesy 
a  kind  of  market  had  been  established,  but  the  dealers 
bad  hardly  waked  up  under  the  tilts  of  tlie  carts.  They 
were  markelenderi  chiefly  from  the  German  frontier 
about  Saarlouis.  and  the  bulk  of  their  wares  consisted  of 
spirituous  liquor.  The  French  prisoners  are  by  no 
means  short  of  money.  All  the  cash  in  the  bank  here 
was  disbursed  in  paying  the  troops  up  to  the  middle  of 
this  month,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fi-ancs  in  their 
pockets. 

When  I  was  at  Courcelles.  I  saw  the  arrival  of  the  first 
column  of  prisoners  to   be  sent  down  by  the  trun  to 
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Soarbnick.  There  were  ii.OOO  of  them,  and  five  trains, 
each  containing  the  same  number,  are  being  despatched 
every  day.  Poor  fellowa,  they  seemed  very  miserable, 
but  they  bore  their  miaery  with  a  fortitude  which  filled 
me  with  respect.  The  rain  poured  down  upon  tliem  in 
a  deluge  a^  they  stood  in  the  road,  which  was  afoot  deep 
in  mud,  of  the  consistency  of  pea  sonp.  Here  they  had 
to  wait  for  about  an  hour,  while  the  arrangeiuents  for 
tlteir  transit  were  being  completed,  and  it  was  good  to 
see  the  courtesy  and  quiet  fortitude  which  they  mani- 
fested. I  went  among  them  in  the  mud.  Ever)*- 
where  the  poor  fellows  stepped  aside  with  a  half- 
bow  to  let  me  pass.  If  one  accidentally  jostled  me, 
the  "  Pardon.  Monsieur,"  was  prompt  and  warm.  I 
found  these  French  prisonei-s  here  as  ignorant  as  those 
whom  I  had  seen  at  Sedan.  Some  of  the  sergeants 
asked  me  for  news  of  the  outer  world,  but  the  men 
seemed  chiefly  concerned  to  know  whither  they  were 
going,  and  what  kind  of  country  Germany  was.  I 
named  several  towns  a.s  among  their  probable  destination, 
leading  cities  of  Germany,  hut  very  few  had  more  than 
heard  of  them,  and  knew  nottiing  either  of  their  magni- 
tude or  of  their  locality.  At  last  the  train  was  ready, 
some  sixty  carriages  packed  as  closely  as  the  men  could 
sit  or  stand.  Several  open  trucks  had  been  brought  into 
requisition,  and  it  seemed  to  me  as  though  the  men 
were  actually  stacked  upon  them,  so  thickly  were  they 
packed.  With  a  whistle  the  heavy  train  sluggishly  set 
itself  in  motion,  and  away  It  rolled  with  its  freight  of 
Frenchmen  down  what  was  once  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing valleys  in  France.  The  Frenchmen  were  prisoners 
on  their  way  to  expatriation,  the  valley  is  a  wilJeniess: 
on  the  ramparts  of  St,  Queniin,  which  from  a  distance 
overlooked  the  scene,  paced  the  square-built  men  with 
the  brass-spiked  helmets.    The  virgin  fortress  of  France, 
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never  till  now  profaned  by  the  foot  of  an  invader,  is  1 
by  the  Landwehrmen.  and  the  streets  of  the  town  ecbO 
to  the  clasli  of  tlie  Prussian  subaltern's  sword. 

The  people  of  Metz  seem  to  me  morally  stunned.  They 
are  not  in  terror  of  the  Prussian  soldiers,  irhile  thej. 
have  siiffif^ieut  comprehension  of  the  situation  not  to 
manifest  any  animosity  which  ihey  may  feel.  The  men 
stalk  about  the  streets,  stopping  to  gaze  on  the  Priissiw 
columns  as  they  tramp  past  with  their  brisk  quick  Btep, 
and  then  resuming  the  moody  walk  wiUi  a  muttered 
"  Mon  Dieu."  After  nightfall  yesterday  there  was  a  g< 
deal  of  disorder  in  ihe  lower  parts  of  the  town.  The 
streets  still  swarm  wiih  French  prisoners,  and  they  are 
not  by  any  means  careful  of  the  rights  of  Bifunt  and 
tuam  in  fitting  themselves  out  for  their  pilgrimage  into 
captivity.  A  woman  appealed  to  me  last  night  to  inter- 
poae  for  the  prevention  of  the  forcible  abduction  of  her 
horse  by  a  French  under-officer,  who.  in  a  stale  of  semi- 
intoxication,  had  got  on  Iiis  back  and  insisted  on  canying 
it  off,  Tlie  Prussian  gendarmes  patrol  the  lown,  inter- 
fering as  Utile  as  they  can  help,  but  firm  and  prompt 
when  they  do  interfere.  The  turbulent  prisoner  very 
soon  foutiil  himself  no  longer  an  equestrian. 

As  I  drove  out  yesterday  morning  across  the  glacis 
Fort  Belle  Croix,  T  was  struck  by  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  there  since  the  previous  day.  Then  the 
whole  expanse  swarmed  with  life.  Cavalrymen,  artillery- 
men, infantrymen,  were  blended  in  chaotic  confusion, 
out  of  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  evolve  order. 
Kow  the  expanse  lay  blank  and  bare.  Cavalrymen. 
artillerymen,  infantrymen,  had  been  drafted  off  it. 
Nothing  was  left  but  the  mtid  and  a  few  horses,  too 
debilitated  to  be  removed,  and  dropping,  even  as  I 
passed,  into  the  slush  out  of  which  they  should  never 
rise.     There  was,  by  the  nay,  a  horse-market  in  Metz 
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yesterday,  or  rather  just  outside  ihe  gate.  I  imagine  a 
good  many  horses  changed  bands  to  which  Uie  parties 
who  disposed  of  ihem  would  have  had  some  difficulty  in 
proving  a  valid  title.  Prices  ranged  from  a  franc  and 
a  half  up  to  five  pounds,  but  this  latter  was  a  fancy 
price,  and  only  given  for  an  ofiicer'a  charger  of  breed- 
uig  and  substance.  After  seeing  the  prisoners'  trains 
leave  Courcelles,  1  drove  away  northward,  my  coachman 
having  come  drifting  down  to  the  station  two  hours 
after  my  arriv.d ;  and  after  "visiting  the  head-quarter 
Staff  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  at  Puche.  and  my 
friends  of  the  4th  Itegiuieiit  al  Retonfay,  went  into  the 
lager  of  lj3bceurs  corps  on  the  slope  between  Chatcau- 
Gras  and  Retonfay.  It  was  getting  towards  evening 
by  this  time,  and  I  was  in  the  right  time  for  seeing  the 
Frenchmen  making  their  prepttrations  for  bivouac.  What 
splendid  fellows  they  are.  to  be  sure,  at  this  kind  of 
work  !  Already  the  tents  hod  hnd  a  drain  through  each  to 
carry  off  the  surface  water.  Th  e  gi'eat  poplar  trees  on  the 
(An u»w«— those  that  the  Prussians  had  left  standing — 
nere  falling  fast.  Those  that  the  Prussians  had  felled 
the  Frenchmen  were  chopping  up  into  lengths,  and 
carrying  off  to  the  bivouac  fire.  Others  stood  round  the 
bivouac  fires  or  lay  on  curious  improvised  beds,  contrived 
with  dexterously -placed  stones  to  keep  their  constructors 
out  of  the  mud.  In  the  blaze  of  the  fires  were  poia  and 
saucepans.  Rather  than  part  from  a  saucepan  tihen  he 
has  once  secured  it,  1  believe  a  French  soldier  would  lose 
one  of  his  boots.  The  pots  and  saucepans  were  sim- 
mering merrily,  and  emitting  a  fragrant  odour ;  whence 
it  was  derived  I  could  not  guess.  The  rations  had  been 
meat  and  biscuit ;  nothing  eke  save  salt.  The  men  hbd 
dug  up  again  the  already  thrice- turn ed-ovcr  potato  fields, 
and  might  have  got  a  few  tubers.  £ut  potatoes,  and 
meat,  and  biscuits  are  impotent  to  create  the  pleasant 
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odour.  There  was  a  flavour  of  onions  in  the  scent,  and 
a  aoupfon  of  garlic,  and  a  gamey  whifT  besides  (liat  mads 
one's  mouLh  wiiter.  Perhaps  the  latter  was  attributable 
to  the  horse,  of  wliich  L  saw  several  prisoners  carr^in^ 
out  from  their  Melz  bivouacs  large  portions. 

The  atmosphere  is  full  of  stories  of  the  prices  paid  in  MelB 
during  the  siege  for  articles  of  food.  Most  of  these  j 
to  be  taken  cum  grano,  since  the  beleaguered,  now  tfafet' 
it  is  all  over,  not  unnaturally  take  a  pleasure  in  piliug  u 
tlie  agony.  But  tlie  one  which  I  am  going  to  narrate  I 
have  from  an  undeniable  source,  and  1  give  it  as  illustri 
live  of  the  profligate  frivolity  among  the  wealthier  ( 
more  aristocratic  oflicers  which  has  been  one  of  the  chiel 
causes  of  the  ruin  of  the  French  army.  There  has 
here  during  the  siege  a  certain  lady  of  the  Parisian  demi- 
monrU,  who  came  to  Metz  when  the  Emperor  came,  and 
could  not  get  away  when  he  retired  vi/i  Verdun  to  Chaloaa, 
Two  oBicers  of  the  Garde  Imperial  have  been  rivals  for 
this  lady's  affections.  The  lady,  it  seems,  has  a  fanciful 
and  delicate  appetite,  and  one  day  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  month  she  expressed  a  fervent  wish  to  be  regaled 
on  turkey  and  truffles.  "  Ah,  you  linow  that  is  an  im- 
possibility," was  Uie  rejoinder  of  one  of  the  swaiua. 
don't  know  that,"  said  the  other,  eager  for  an  opening  ; 
"  I  shall  try  what  I  can  do."  The  other,  in  his  jealousy, 
offered  to  bet-aOO  fnmcs  that  ho  would  not  succeed,  and 
the  wager  was  accepted.  The  officer  came  to  tlte  land- 
lord  of  one  ol*  the  hotels  and  gave  him  tlie  commission, 
addingtliat  money  was  no  object.  The  henU-waiter  went 
oti  a  foraging  expedition,  and  after  two  days'  searcli 
brought  the  otKcera  turkey  and  tniffles,  with  a  little  bill 
for  a  thousand  francs ;  so  the  gay  guardsman  won  his 
bet  and  lost  .100  francs. 

As  Iwas  driving  out  to  Courcelles  this  morning  my  coach- 
man  quietly  told  me  that  his  wife  and  three  children 
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were  starving.  When  we  returned  at  iiight  I  went  with 
him  to  ascertain  the  circumetnnces  for  myself.  He 
guided  me  into  a  part  of  the  town  close  to  the  middle 
branch  of  the  Moaella,  inhabited  only  by  the  poorest  of 
tlie  poor.  I  liad  before  then  only  been  on  the  top  of  the 
crust  which  overlies  the  misei^  caused  by  this  siege,  I 
had  dined  and  eaten  dessert ;  I  had  trailed  for  wine,  and 
BO  it  was  forthcoming.  So  far  as  concerned  the  hotels, 
the  world  seemed  to  wag  very  much  as  usual.  I  saw 
no  ghastly  faces  in  the  streets,  pallid  with  want,  as 
were  the  faces  of  those  citizens  of  Antwerp  who 
cheered  tlie  lean  Stadtholder  when  he  swore  to  eat  his 
boots  before  he  would  surrender.  But  it  was  not  be- 
cause there  are  no  pale  faces  and  attenuated  forms  in 
JMetz  that  I  did  not  see  them  in  the  streets,  hut  because 
the  miserable  ones  care  not  Lo  make  a  parade  of  their 
misery.  It  was  a  sorry  sight  the  squalid  room  of  the 
coachman  presented.  Of  bread  the  family  had  not  had 
a  morsel  for  three  days,  then  they  had  received  as  ration 
two  pounds  for  six.  One  of  the  six,  an  infant  two 
years  old,  wants  rations  no  more.  The  little  body  lay  on 
two  planks  under  the  window,  the  victim  of  bodily  ex- 
haustion, from  deficient  and  improper  food.  How  can  a 
child  of  two  years  survive  on  sinewy  horseflesh,  in  scanty 
quantity,  and  on  a  casual  morsel  of  bread,  tlie  meal  of 
which  is  mixed  with  sawdust  and  chopped  straw  to  make 
it  eke  out  1  All  up  and  down  the  poverty- stricken  street 
the  wretchedness  was  much  the  same.  Horseflesh  and 
want  of  salt  had  killed  off  the  children  like  flies.  The 
mortality  among  the  little  ones  has  been  fiightful.  The 
«lder  children  are  covered  with  blotclies  and  scorbutic 
sores,  caused  by  want  of  salt  and  of  variety  in  their 
food.  As  regards  the  inhabitants  of  Metz  itself, 
the  misery  will  soon  come  to  an  end.  There  is  no 
want    of    wealth    in    Metz.   and    the    rich    citizens   ore 
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public- Gpirited.  Now  that  food  can  be  bougbt,  it  will  ba' 
bought  and  distributed  freely.  But  let  ine  once  again 
call  attention  to  the  wretchedness— a  wretchedness 
almost  without  hope — of  the  villagers  inhabiting  the 
country  around  Metz.  They  have  nothing— not  even 
a  roof  above  them,  in  this  pitiless  rain.  Of  their  cot- 
tages nought  stand  but  the  bore  walls,  often  pounded 
with  shells.  Their  gardens  are  waste,  their  cattle  are 
gone,  their  furniture  is  wrecked,  their  straw  is  dung, 
their  fields  are  follow  and  studded  with  graves.  Seed- 
cnm '.  What  boots  it  to  talk  of  seed-corn  when  the  food 
for  to-day  is  not  ?  Hy  the  end  of  this  week  every  village 
will  be  a  nest  of  typhus  fever.  By  the  lime  that  the 
winter  is  over,  if  something  is  not  done,  there  will  not 
be  many  left  to  catch  typhus  or  any  other  fever. 

The  Fi'ench  officers  are  in  great  force  in  Metz  ;  but  there 
are  many  who  have  declined  the  offer  of  parole,  and  are 
going  to  Germany  as  prisoners  with  their  troops.  The 
reason  which  they  allege  for  refusing  the  proffered  in- 
dulgence is,  that  their  civilian  countrymen  do  not  under- 
stand the  system,  and  if  they  should  return  to  their 
homes,  and,  in  obedience  to  their  promise,  refuse  agaiit 
to  take  np  arms,  they  would  be  branded  as  cowards,  and' 
indeed  seem  to  apprehend  that  a  worse  thing  might 
befall  them.  I  sow  General  Coffinitre  in  the  H6tel  de 
I'Europe  this  morning — a  truly  aldennanic  •  looking 
elderly  man,  with  a  grey  moustache  and  a  heavy  jowl. 
The  Metz  paper,  L'lndepeiiilatit — a  copy  of  which  I  sent 
you  on  the  S9lh — has  been  suppressed  by  the  Prussian 
authorities.  The  copy  I  sent  you  was  the  last  issued. 
This  morning  the  tone  of  the  Metz  press  is  extremely 
guarded,  and  no  more  of  the  journals  will  be  interfereri 
with  so  long  as  they  behave  themselves. 

The  army  is  highly  gi'aiified  by  the  fact  that  ihe  King  has 
raised  Prince    Frederick  Carl  to  the  rank  of  a   Field 
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Harshal.  He  conies  into  the  town  this  aftemooii,  enter- 
ing qiiietty  through  the  Porte  Sarpcnoise,  and  then  going 
first  to  visit  the  fortifi cations  of  the  Porte  Cliambrere  and 
the  Polygon,  and  then  riding  out  to  Fort  St.  Julien.  A 
goodly  proportion  of  his  Staff  have  already  come  clattering 
into  the  Hotel  de  I'Europe — princes,  counts  and  "vona," 
in  all  the  varieties  of  swell  cavalry  uniforms.  The  Prince 
goes  to-day  or  to-morrow  for  a  few  days'  change,  his  health 
being  far  from  restored  after  his  attack  of  dysentery.  Some 
of  his  Staff  go  with  him,  but  the  administration  of  the 
Second  Army  remains  at  Corny.  The  Seventh  Army 
Corps  remains  in  the  meanliire  in  the  vicinity  of  Melz, 
as  well  as  Kummer's  division  inside.  General  Manteuf- 
fel  yesterday  quitted  Sle,  Barbe  for  Jouy,  and  assumed 
the  command  of  the  First  Army,  commanded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war  by  that  excellent  officer  General 
Steiometz,  who  has  been  much  maligned.  This  First 
Army,  under  his  command,  marches  in  a  few  days  in  the 
direction  of  Lille;  the  Second  Army,  remaining  under 
Prince  Frederick  Chai-les,  will  proceed  later  towards 
Besan^on.  The  prisoners  fi-om  the  western  side  of  the 
Moselle  are  being  drafted  across  the  river  daily  into  the 
camps  on  this  side  nearest  to  Courcelles.  bo  that  the 
latter,  although  being  depleted  daily,  will  be  kept  at 
their  present  strength  till  all  have  been  brought  across. 

Acconnis  of  an  affair  which  toak  place  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mercy- le-Haut,  on  Monday  last,  have,  it  is 
understood,  been  transmitteil  to  England,  of  a  tenor 
calculated  to  give  an  erroneous  idea  of  what  really  oc- 
curred. Under  a  flag  of  truce,  a  column  of  peasants 
caine  out  from  the  vicinity  of  Metz,  and  it  is  understood 
representations  have  been  made  that  the  women  and 
children  were  deliberately  fired  npon  by  the  soldiers  of 
a  regiment  of  the  Seventh  Army  Coips.  under  orders 
from  a  superior  officer.     1  have  been  officially  requested 
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to  explain  the  factn  of  the  case,  and  I  give  them  as  offi- 
ciully  com  muni cnted  to  me.  The  column  of  peasants 
did  make  \\a  appearance  under  a  flag  of  truce  and  ioi' 
great  strength.  As  starvation  was  ihe  weapon  on  whick 
the  Prussians  were  relying,  it  would  have  been  in  thftj 
teeth  of  their  policy  to  allow  of  this  exodus.  whir;h  woali 
pro  lanlo  weaken  tliis  weapon.  The  poor  people,  ther»>> 
fore,  were  ordered  to  fall  back  and  return.  They. 
disobeyed  the  orders,  and  continued  to  advance.  The 
troops  fell  back  before  them  in  utter  bewildemient  as  to 
the  means  of  stopping  them,  while  a  message  was  sent 
for  instructions.  These  were  lo  the  effect  that  shots 
should  be  fired  to  intimidate  the  people,  care  being  takea 
to  aim  wide.  Even  this  had  no  effect.  A  male  peasant 
was  in  the  front  with  &  flag  of  truce  in  his  hand,  and 
waving  on  his  convoy.  He  was  repeatedij'  warned  of 
the  risk  he  ran,  but  the  man  appem-ed  lo  be  dmnk,  and'. 
refused  to  relinquish  his  purpose.  Hard  on  his  beeli: 
followed  a  woman  maddened  with  drink,  who  also  bran* 
dished  a  white  flag,  and  yelled  to  those  behind  her  to 
come  on.  When  a(l  other  efforts  had  been  tried,  and-- 
failed,  a  shot  was  fired  at  the  leader,  who  fell  wounded, 
and  bis  following  tlien  turned  about  and  made  tbeir 
return  towards  Metz  unmolested.  This  1  am  told  is  ihe 
unvarnished  tale. 

Yesterday  a  convoy  of  800  generals  and  superior  officers- 
went  off  at  five  o'clock.  To-day.  at  10.30.  a  train  left  for 
Mayence.  vid  Nancy,  for  the  accommodation  of  generals 
and  Chief  Staff  ofBcers,  To-morrow  a  regular  series  of 
trains  will  start  for  Saarbi'uck,  containing  officers.  The 
first,  leaving  at  0.^0,  accommodates  the  otficers  of  tlie 
garrison;  the  second  at  1.30,  for  the  officers  of  the 
Imperial  Guard,  cavalry  of  the  reserve,  and  Engineei's. 
At  1,30.  the  officera  of  Canrobert'a  corps  (the  6ih),  and 
division  of  Forton.     At  4.15  a  train  takes  off  the  ofbcers 
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of  the  Snd  Corps  (Frossard's).  and  the  Brigade  Lapnsset; 
and  at  G.I 5  the  3rd  Corps  (Lebceufs).  Great  considera- 
tion is  being  shown  by  the  Prussi&n  nuthoriliea  for  the 
ofBcers,  and  cEtreful  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
wounded  and  stuk  French,  chiefly  under  the  supervision 
of  Pi-ussian  doctors. 

His  Excellency  von  Kummer  has  had  to  give  the  Metz 
people  a  caudon  in  his  own  grim  way.  When  tlie  first 
of  the  Prussian  troops  came  in  on  the  iiSth.  some  of  the 
hotter-blooded  civilians  fell  upon  them  with  knives,  and 
wounded  one  or  two,  who  were  brought  down  to  one  of 
the  ambulances,  where  I  saw  their  wounds  dressed. 
General  Kummer  has  posted  a  proclamation  informing 
the  inhabitants  that  death  will  inevitably  be  llie  portion 
of  any  one  who  lifts  his  hand  against  a  Prussian  soldier, 
or  who  steals  anything  irom  him,  harbours  a  spy.  or  does 
anything  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  Prussian  army. 
At  the  same  time,  he  announces  that  scrupulous  regard 
will  be  paid  to  private  property  in  the  town  and  vicinity, 
and  to  enforce  orders  patrols  of  gendarmes  are  pacing 
the  sti-eeta.  I  may  give  you  the  exact  official  number  of 
elficientsin  the  besieging  army— 168,000.  The  prisoners, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  number  173,000. 

I  have  spent  this  afternoon  in  inspecting,  so  far  as  is  in  my 
power,  the  fortifications  of  the  town  of  Metz,  and  those 
constituting  its  exterior  defences.  Wliat  I  have  already 
written  in  the  columns  of  the  Dni'/y  iVfu-i  concerning  the 
natural  and  artificial  strength  of  the  forts  of  Sl  Quentin, 
St.  Julien.  Plappeville,  St.  Eloy,  and  Queleu  has  been 
more  llian  borne  out  by  personal  investigation.  Whoever 
holds  Metz  holds  an  impregnable  fortress.  Nothing  can 
£0  much  as  get  at  the  fortress  of  Metz  proper  while  the 
outworks  bold  out,  and  there  is  no  reason  that,  properly 
garrisoned  and  provisioned,  they  should  not  hold  out 
for  ever.    It  might  he  possible  to  batter  down  St.  Eloyor 
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Qaclea  ;  the  others  cannot  be  got  at  advantageously  in  an; 

way  on  account  of  the  strength  of  their  natuml  posilion. 
Tlie  weak  point  of  the  fi)rtress  is  towards  the  eaEt, 
hetween  Queleii  and  St.  Jnlieii ;  but  the  compk'meiit  of 
the  defence  on  tlmt  side  is  mude  up  by  the  ''pi'ovisional' 
eaxthnorlv  of  Les  Boties.  From  v<he.t  I  hear,  I  think  it 
proltahle  that  the  day  after  tlie  lltb  of  August,  the  Prus- 
Bians,  if  tliey  had  made  a  dash,  and  had  been  prepared 
for  severe  losses,  might  have  effected  a  lodgment  in  front 
of  Fort  Beile  Crois  in  ihis  direction,  and.  indeed,  if  all 
tales  arc  true,  might  have  pushed  their  way  into  the  town 
itself  We  all  know  how  easy  it  is  lo  be  wise  after  the 
event.  The  English  army  in  the  Crimea  was  abused  for 
not  going  siraighl  inio  Sehastopol  two  dnjs  after  the 
Alma,  instead  of  sitting  down  on  that  bleak  plateau  over 
against  the  foitress.  Htid  its  leaders  known  the  state  of 
the  fortifications,  no  doubt  that  weary  winter  and  thoso 
heaps  of  dead  might  have  been  spared  to  Britain.  So 
with  the  Prussians  here.  I  am  assured  that  so  confident 
were  the  French  of  success — so  ridiculous  did  tliey  tliink ' 
tlie  idea  that  it  was  possible  to  invest  Metz— that  it  wa*  < 
not  till  after  the  hatile  of  Forbach  that  serious  effoi-ts; 
were  made  to  place  the  fortress  in  an  efficient  state  of] 
defence.  The  guns  were  not  mounted  till  then  behind 
the  embrasures.  Les  Boties  was  unfinished— a  mere 
heap  of  shapeless  earth.  Even  now  it  is  not  properly 
finished,  and  is  as  slovenly  a  piece  of  fortification  work 
as  I  ever  saw  put  out  of  hand  by  troops  which  assert  they 
have  engineers  in  their  ranks.  Nevertheless,  it  has  a 
fi-ont.  and  guns  mounted  on  that  front.  The  Prussians, 
ever  masterful  and  prompt,  will  not  delay  long  lo  idler 
Les  Bottes  from  a  "  provisional  "  into  a  permanent  fort  j 
and,  with  their  efficient  and  thorough  system  of  adniinig- 
traiion,  MetK,  if  impregnHhle  hilherto,  will  be  henceforth, 
if  such  a  thing  can  be.  doubly  impregnable. 
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From  whnt  I  can  learn,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  more 
of  huckstering  tlian  potrioihfn  among  the  civilian  popu- 
lation of  Metz.  There  was  a  renson  for  the  emeiUe  on 
the  evening  of  the  'JSih.  The  wily  burghers  had  been 
keeping  boek  their  stores  for  a  market,  while  their  poorer 
fellowa  hungered  because  of  the  high  prices,  and  the 
army  starved.  Horses  were  dying  daily  for  the  want  of 
forage  ;  yet  the  I'mssians  have  fuuiid  stores  of  hay  and 
com  quietly  stoned  away  in  unlikely  places.  It  is  Jie 
same  with  other  articles  of  consumption,  and  tlie  ad- 
ministration does  not  seem  to  have  been  either  strong 
enough  or  cunning  enough  to  malie  everything  forlh- 
coniing  for  the  common  good.  Napoleon  called  us  a 
nation  of  shopkeepers,  but  I  take  leave  to  doubt  whether 
our  shopkeeping  idiosyncrasy  would  have  developed 
itself  in  such  a  manner.  I  cannot  help  having  a  quiet 
chuckle  at  the  doux  burghers,  whose  market  Bazaine  has 
spoiled.  Ye  gods,  how  they  hate  him  for  it !  From  the 
newspapers  I  have  already  sent  you.  and  the  one  I  now 
enclose,  you  may  be  able  to  judge  how  venomously  this 
feeling  manifests  itself.  If  you  listen  to  all  you  bear, 
you  must  accept  the  conclusion  that  Bazaine  is  a  rene- 
Rade  and  traitor  of  the  largest  possible  calibre.  It 
seems,  according  to  the  gwssip  of  the  natives,  savage 
that  their  canny  little  scheme  for  putting  money  in  their 
purses  has  failed,  that  Ba^^aine  nounshcd  the  design  of 
having  himself  declared  Regent  of  France,  and  that  he 
only  relinquished  this  ambitious  project  for  the  consi- 
deration of  a  fabulous  snbsidy,  contributed  I  cannot 
exactly  learn  by  whom.  It  is  useless  to  point  out  to  iho 
angry  and  disappointed  cits  that  on  the  face  of  it  this  is 
rubbish,  and  that  Bazaine  kept  his  upper  lip  straight 
and  his  face  to  the  foe  so  long  as.  and  indeed  longer, 
than  he  had  an  army  capable  of  fighting,  marching,  or 
standing  up  to  be  shot  down.     When  the  history  of  this 
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war  comes  to  be  written,  the  narae  of  Bauinc  wilt 
to  be  inscribed  in  tjrighter  ink  than  that  of  xaj  other 
French  commander.  If  he  hnd  had  subordinates  capable 
of  co-operaiing  with  him.  bad  he  been  unfettered  at  Ui« 
outset,  and  bad  the  diseipline  and  morale  of  his  army  not 
been  deteriorated  before  he  tuok  tlie  command  of  it,  it 
might  have  been  that  the  chroniclers  of  this  war  would 
have  had  a  ditferent  lale  to  tell. 

It  witB  with  a  deep  interest  that  1  listened  at  the  tablt  d'hoU 
this  evening  to  the  despondent  remarks  of  a  Tenerable 
French  gentleman,  who  had  been  a  colonel  at  Waterloo. 
The  old  man  had  the  water  in  his  eyes  as  be  spoke  of 
the  depreciation  in  the  character  of  ihe  forces  of  his 
country.  The  cause  that  has  wrought  the  curse  of 
deteriorated  discipline  H,  according  to  him,  the  per- 
nicious itch  for  popularity  with  which  all  the  French 
superior  officers  are  bitten.  Cnnrobert,  he  told  mo,  was 
the  great  initiator  of  this  popularity-hunting  fever.  In 
his  rough,  bluff  way  he  used  familiarly  to  appeal  to  the 
private  soldiers  as  "  his  children,"  whether  their  rations 
were  what  they  liked,  &nd  if  an  ill-conditioned  fellow, 
thus  encouraged,  vented  a  grumble,  he  would  turn  on 
the  colonel  and  blow  hina  up  sky-high.  One  very  preg- 
nant obsen'Etion  he  made,  a  remark  which  I  have  thought 
of  all  the  evening,  and  doubly  significant  as  coming 
from  a  Frenchman  and  an  officer.  "  Surely,"  said  I, 
"  this  will  bring  the  Frencli  to  their  senses,  and  we  must 
have  peace  in  a  very  short  time.  And  Just  as  surely 
that  peace,"  I  continued,  "must  be  a  permanent  one,  for 
the  French  army,  with  all  its  craving  for  la  gloire.  mast 
realize  the  fact  that  there  is  not  much  in  the  way  of  la 
gloire  to  he  got  by  being  greedy  for  the  Rhine." 

"  I  don't  know,"  said  the  old  man,  mournfully.  '■  Logi- 
cally you  are  right-,  no  doubt;  but  severe  as  the  lesson 
has  been,  I  question  of  its  eSect.     It  is  the  officers  of 
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the  French  army  who  chiefly  are  the  ctamourers— sense- 
less and  frothy  claiuourers  —  after  la  gloire.  They 
shrieked  for  war,  enervated  with  lust  and  absinthe  as 
they  were,  ignorant  of  their  duties,  their  minds  un- 
cultivated, and  debilitated  with  luxurj-.  I  fear  they  are 
too  far  gone,  too  utterly  vitiated  and  emasculated  men- 
tally, to  be  able  to  draw  the  conclusion  from  the  pre- 
mises ;  and  1  should  not  be  surprised  if,  a  year  hence, 
you  may  hear  tlie  parole  loafers  who  are  swinging  about 
tlie  streets  to-day  yelling  for  war  again,  as  unprepared  to 
pursue  it  to  success  as  they  were  when  this  otie  was 
entered  into,  and  as  reckless  and  regai-dless  of  conse- 
quences as  they  were  then  and  are  now." 

Just  conceive  what  France  must  have  come  to  when  one 
of  her  ancient  militaires  can  speak  thus !  That  the 
officers  of  his  army  are,  in  his  opinion,  so  utterly  spine- 
less as  to  be  unable  to  recognize  tlie  fact  tliat  they  arR 
beaten,  the  causes  which  have  ted  to  their  defeat,  and  the 
utier  impossibility  that  unless  they  purge  and  live  cleanly 
they  can  jneke  even  a  fair  fighl  of  it  against  (he  cool- 
headed  and  faeavy-lianded  German !  The  whirligig 
of  time  brings  round  many  curious  changes,  but  it  is 
utterly  outside  the  nature  of  things  that  Frenchmen 
as  they  are,  as  I  see  them  from  day  to  day. 
cau  ever,  given  wliat  advantages  they  may,  be  a  mai«h 
in  warfare  for  a  people  so  constituted  as  those  which 
dwell  in  the  Vaterland.  The  hot  iron  of  adversity 
brands  deep,  and  has  a  wonderful  power  to  cure  ail- 
ments, but  if  ihe  surface  is  so  callous  that  the  iron  will 
not  mark,  how  can  the  beociicial  result  be  achieved  ? 
The  old  gentleman  was  specially  severe  on  the  Zouaves. 
When  these  regiments  were  first  constituted,  he  said  the 
ranks  were  really  full  of  fighting  men.  No  one  who 
saw  the  Zouaves  in  the  Crimea  but  must  endorse  this 
opinion.     But  as  their  fame  grew  ihcy  became  fashion- 


able,  and  then  their  rum  set  in.  The  ranks  vere 
crowded  with  young  sprigs  who  had  no  other  thought 
than  a  picturesque  uniform,  waxed  mouEtaches,  the 
demi-monde,  and  absinthe,  and  the  once  stout  and 
capable  regiments  lost  their  prowess  and  became  ener- 
vated and  flaccid.  This  view  may  be  exaggerated — the 
aneieu  mililahe  of  the  la'Ae  d'hutu  was  not  the  first  man 
that  ever  put  forth  the  opiiiiou  thnt  "  the  service  is  going 
to  the  dogs,  by  gad  ! "  but  it  is  in  a  measure  conBrmed 
by  the  events  of  this  war,  in  which  the  French  infontiy 
of  the  lino  has  displayed  far  greatLT  valour  and  patient 
endurance  than  tlie  pet  regiments. 

Tho  English  ambulance,  I  am  happy  to  state,  has  reached 
Ueti!  with  promptitude  and  in  a  most  efficient  condition. 
Five  fourgons  came  in  on  the  'JOth,  five  more  yesterday. 
Since  their  advent  tlie  ofiicials  liave  been  assiduously 
engaged  in  distributing  their  stores  amongst  ihelazarettes. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  English  Ambulance  were  the  first 
to  bring  salt  to  the  sevei'ul  hospitals.  The  chief  lack 
has  been  in  opium,  quinine,  and  surgical  instruments. 
How  far  tlie  latter  want  has  existed  I  cannot  personally 
stale,  not  being  a  medical  man,  but  a  surgeon  of  the 
Jnternalional  Ambulance  asserted  yerterday,  in  my  hear' 
ing.  Ibat  he  had  repeatedly  peifuimed  operations  with  a 
bistoniy.  I  never  doubt  any  gentleman's  word,  but  to 
cut  otf  a  leg  with  a  bistoury  seems  to  be  something  like 
blowing  up  a  mountain  with  a  penny  cracker. 

I  have  the  rarie  of  a  supper  which  an  otGcer  gave  at  the 
Hotel  de  I'Europe  last  'week,  on  the  occasion  of  hia 
receiving  a  decoration.  For  a  fortress  on  the  eve  of 
surrendering  by  reason  of  famine,  it  must  be  owned 
that  both  the  eating  and  drinking  were  far  from 
despicnlile.  To  quote  may  amuse  your  readers.  Here 
it  is — Soup  a  la  Julienne,  pille.  roast  beef,  roast  chicken 
and   salad,  horsebrains   and   cauliQower,  hare:  dessert. 
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preserves,  bon-bons,  Rhine  nine,  chateau  de  Pape,  cham- 
pagne, cognac,  tea,  cotfee.  Maraschino,  cigars. 

Noi-ember  \. — One  is  surprised,  on  entering  Metz  for  the 
first  lime  since  the  cnptLulation,  how  little  sickness  is 
apparently  existing  in  the  town.  One  strolls  on  to  the 
Place  Royale,  and  there  he  sees  the  stieeta  of  railway 
wrtggons,  which  in  the  early  days  were  brought  into  the 
town  from  the  station — 300  of  tliem  — and  diverted  from 
the  carriage  of  luggage  or  merchandise  to  be  hospitals 
for  the  reception  of  ihe  sick  and  wounded.  The  waggons 
are  there  still,  it  is  trae,  but  of  sick  and  wounded  there 
seem  very  few.  Here  and  lliere  a  convalescent  limps 
about  on  crutches,  or  a  pallid-faced  man  glides  past, 
from  whom  you  instinciiveiy  shrink  with  a  curious 
feeling  that  the  taint  of  the  fever  must  be  banging  about 
himsiill.  But  of  sweeping  pestilence  there  are  no  traces. 
One  has  to  look  for  the  deadly  sickness  in  quiet  comers 
in  the  little  impoverished  hospitals,  where  there  are  only 
a  few  casea,  or  in  the  neglected  villages  around  the  town, 
where  hygiene  has  been  comparatively  neglected.  There 
it  is,  and  there  alone,  where  yon  will  find  forms  which 
you  are  told  are  those  of  men,  but  passed  out  of  all 
recognition  as  sucb,  discoloured  and  bloated  in  the  last 
stages  of  the  foul  black  small-pox.  It  may  be  that  you 
chance  on  a  lazarette  into  wbich  the  terrible  demon  of 
ntered  and  fixed  his  relentless 
,wn  till  the  earth  has  been  heaped 
ses  of  tliis  terrible  disorder,  and 
I  iiTjst  no  reader  of  the  Duilij 


hospital  gangrene  has 
fang,  never  to  bewilhdr 
on  his  victim.  A  few  c 
only  a  few.  have  I  s 


who  has  died  of  pyteo 
when  he  goes  among  a 
in  the  Isle  de  Saulny 
and  two  corpses.  The 
man,  for  the  very  worn 


r  be  called  to  look  upon  the  corpse  of  t 


One  takes  hi 
ich  spectacles. 
n  which  there  are  five  sick  men 
■e  is  a  doctor  with  ihem— a  lone 
in,  witli  their  tender  hearts  steeled 
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by  the  terror  of  Ihe  dread  infection,  have  run  away.  Thi 
doctor  13  an  American,  a  mere  yoiitli  in  years,  but  tliera 
is  a  grey  already  in  Iiis  hair,  and  be  tells  me  that  the  last 
BIX  weeks  have  made  )ilm  feel  as  an  old  man.  With 
eveiy  breath  he  inhales  be  risks  bis  life  nearly  as  much 
as  if  he  held  his  fisl  into  llie  cage  of  a  cobra  capell& 
What  words  can  describe  the  colour  of  these  semicuniR- 
lose  forms  which  be  handles  so  tenderly  ?  Have  they 
been  blown  up  in  explosions,  and  bad  their  skins  dusted 
over  to  ease  the  smart  of  the  bum,  and  to  hide  the 
swarthy  brand  of  the  powder?  No.  they  are  the  victims 
of  a  far  worse  misfortune.  They  lie  smitten  to  the 
marrow  with  the  terrible  Ty/thua  exanthcmatieus,  the 
floury  typhus,  which  is  happily  so  rare  that  many  a 
respectable  and  capable  general  practitioner  in  Britain 
bits  ne^er  beard  of  it.  The  flour  wbicb  Ibe  Rxanthema- 
ticus  powders  on  the  skin  of  its  victim  seldom  washes 
off.  Almost  invariably  face  and  flour-dust  ure  alike 
bidden  in  the  grave. 

The  railway  station  outside  the  Porte  Serpentoiae  of  Mets 
is  a  curious  sight,  It  is  tlie  depfit  of  all  the  vast  train  of 
that  Corps-Francs  orgautzed  by  the  Chemin  de  Per  da 
I'Est,  with  a  military  constitution,  and  having  a  material 
that  cost  fifteen  millions  of  francs.  The  corps  numbered 
l.SOO  men.  and  they,  with  all  their  material,  their  bridges, 
their  stalls,  their  waggons,  their  pontoons,  and  llieir  va.<tt 
hmber  blocks,  were  destined  to  act  as  the  pioneers  of  the 
French  army  on  its  march  "i  Berlin,"  and  to  repair  the 
damage  to  the  communications  wrought  by  the  Prussians, 
falling  back  heaten  and  demoralized  across  the  Bbine  to 
Iheir  capital.  There  is  a  bridge  here  In  pieces,  specially 
constructed  to  be  thrown  across  the  Rhine.  The  bridge 
has  never  quitted  the  locahty  where  it  was  constructed. 
It  is  the  pri^  of  the  army  that  has  only  kept  the  watch 
fast  and  ti'ue  on  the  German  Khine,  but  that  stands  sen- 
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try  on  the  Moselle,  the  Maroe,  the  Seine,  and  the  Loire. 
And  to-day,  in  the  drizzle  of  the  small  rain,  the  bold 
Corps-Francs  are  slowly  jogging  it  on  the  ''gefangen- 
zug"  towards  the  Rhine,  which  they  had  thought  to 
approach  in  array  bo  different. 

Meny  a  day  it  will  take  Metz  to  recover  irom  the  handiwork 
of  the  men  who  undertook  to  defend  it.  The  tourist  who 
in  the  early  summer  came  to  this  virgin  queen  of  the 
Moselle,  might  have  noticed  outside  the  fortiGcations  a 
belt  of  buildings  about  half  an  English  mile  in  breadth. 
The  trim  villas  of  the  wealthy  citizens  stood  here  in  tlie 
dainty  gardens  ;  the  pretentious  house  of  the  Mayor  was 
here  behind  its  red-brick  walls.  There  were  snug  little 
cottages  ornees,  where  dwelt  ladies  about  whose  ante- 
cedents few  knew  anything,  but  who  had  fair  face?,  and 
who  dressed  magnificently.  Not  one  stone  remains  upon 
another  of  all  the  villas,  the  mansions,  the  cottages.  All 
is  blank  desolation.  Here  and  there  the  stump  of  a 
fountain,  erstwhile  standing  in  a  pretty  garden,  asserts 
itself  disconsolately,  its  one  superincumbent  Cupid  or 
Neptime  half.batiered  into  the  mud.  The  ground  is 
cburned  into  slush  by  the  tread  of  many  footsteps,  and 
fcetid  odours  lilow  over  it  from  the  dead  horses  that  are 
rotting  on  its  surface.  This  belt  of  desolation  is  the  tojie 
mililaire  of  Metz — the  space  outside  the  fortifications, 
where  buildings  were  allowed  to  be  erected  solely  on 
the  condition  that  if  it  should  be  necessary  at  any  time 
for  military  exigencies  to  destroy  tliera,  the  owners  should 
not  be  enticled  to  claim  compensation.  The  military 
exigency  came  in  July  last,  and  now  the  portly  Mayor 
may  bite  bis  thumb,  and  the  owners  of  the  villas  and  the 
cottages  grope  about  the  ruins  for  aaivage,  for  no  conso- 
lation is  forthcoming  for  them  in  the  shape  of  compen- 
sation. 

On  the  south  side  of  Metz  all  the  country  is  inundated  by 
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the  overflow  of  the  Moselle.     One  requires  to 

along  the  railway  or  by  tlie  road  to  Courcelles  to  obtain 
some  idea  of  ihe  slrength  of  Foit  Queleu,  t  had 
thought  it  previously  a  foriiGcation  much  resembling  in 
its  nutural  fealures  the  Fort  of  St.  Eloy.  It  looks  to  the 
observer  of  it  from  the  east  or  south-east  as  if  it  stood  on 
a  flat,  Looking  at  it  fi-om  the  west,  however,  one  sees 
that  it  crowns  tlie  sunimit  of  a  hlunt  eminence  that 
rises  out  of  a  branch  of  the  M  oselle,  and  that  on  this  side 
it  has  at  once  a  natural  glacis  and  a  natural  moat 
Immediately  outside  the  soue m'diioire  there  is  a  chain  of 
villages  which  have  suffered  veiy  little  externally,  and  in 
which  the  children  piny  and  the  women  spin.  Bejond 
this  again  you  come  upon  llie  wrecks.  To  the  soulh, 
for  iuBtance.  is  Peltre,  not  a  house  of  which  has  a  roof 
upon  it.  This  was  the  handiwork  of  the  French  them- 
selves. As  I  drove  past  it  in  Die  dull  half-light  of  iJje 
morning,  the  roofless  church  stood  out  through  the  wabeij 
fug,  the  traceiy  of  its  gothic  windows  making  a  gfaasi' 
cobweb  across  the  sky. 

By  the  train  which  left  Metz  this  morning,  Marshala 
Canrobert  and  Leboeuf  went  off  into  Germany.  Tlie 
telegraph-wires  will  be  re-established  to  Meiz  this  after- 
noon, and  I  understand  that  the  office  will,  from  to-day. 
be  open  for  private  as  well  as  official  telegrams.  The 
day  before  yesterday  the  post  was  established  on  b  regular 
footing,  and  it  was  a  sight  to  see  the  crowds  who 
surged  ai'ound  it  eager  to  send  letters  off  to  their  friends, 
vilb  whom  they  have  had  no  communication  for  so 
many  weeks.  I  am  told  that  about  30,000  prisoDer,^ 
crossed  the  Moselle  yesterday  to  the  north  of  Melz.  on 
their  way  on  foot  to  Saarlouis.  The  wealher  is  still  abomi- 
nable, and  the  camps  are  terribly  trying  for  the  prisoners. 
But  they  are  better  off  than  they  were  before  the  capitula- 
tion. They  receive  tlie  same  rations  that  the  Prussian 
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diers  do.  and  receive  them  regularly  and  punctually.  This 
ia  what  they  have  not  been  accustomed  to  for  many  a  day, 

Nov.  3.— Yesterday  I  continued  my  invesligntions  as  to  the 
couditifin  of  the  French  Bick,  who  have  been  left  by  the 
capitulation  as  a  legacy  to  the  PrusaianB.  In  these  in - 
quiries  I  have  to  acknowIeJge  having  derived  great 
assistance  from  the  courteous  kindnesH  of  Dr.  Leichold, 
of  the  division  of  Gcucral  Kunimer.  on  whom  has  de- 
volved the  supervision  of  all  the  medical  and  sanitary 
arrangements.  Dr.  Leitholil  has  in  all  inherited  about 
11), 000  sick  men,  among  whom  are  included  only  sixty 
Prussian  prisonera — all  the  rest  are  Frenchmen.  This 
includes  the  sick  in  the  field  hospitals  and  the  various 
forts.  The  diseases  chiefly  raging  are  typhus  and  dysen- 
tery, the  latter  with  a  strong  tendency  to  assume  the 
phase  of  the  former.  There  are  not  many  cases,  however, 
ofspotied  or  floury  typhus.  Sniall-poz  is  far  from  rare,  and 
in  not  a  few  cases  it  is  of  the  most  virulent  form,  A  good 
deal  of  scurvy  is  also  existing.  I  fancy  lliat  a  great  quan- 
tity of  scurvy  cases  of  a  mild  type  have  not  been  allowed  to- 
entertlie  hospitals,  for  of  the  prisonera  in  the"  Lazer''  by 
Re.innfay  Ihave  seen  a  considei'able  number  bearingthe 
evidences  of  suSeiing  from  this  disease.  With  the  good 
and  varied  rations  now  being  dbtribu ted,  a  disease  which 
has  been  superinduced  by  their  absence  will  soon  disap- 
pear. The  hospital  stores  of  which,  as  Dr,  Leilhold  tells 
me.  there  is  now  most  want  in  Metz,  are  febrifugal  drugs, 
tonics,  especially  quinine,  and  disinfectants.  In  order 
at  once  to  clear  for  the  occupation  of  troops  the  barracks 
ii)  Uetz,  hitherto  used  as  hospitals,  and  to  provide  a 
change  into  higher  and  purer  air,  all  the  sick  who  are 
able  to  move  are  being  seat  out  into  the  high-lying  forts 
surrounding  the  town.  This  step,  it  is  hoped,  will  sti- 
mulate healthy  action  in  systems  tiiat  have  become  low, 
degenerate,  and  stagnant.     Good  nourishment,  which  is 
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being  provided  with  a  lavish  hand,  will  co-operate  greatljr 
in  the  setting-up  of  this  healthy  action.  His  Excellency 
Von  Kuininer  deserves  to  be  held  in  honour  by  all 
huniBnily  for  ihe  prompt  and  solicitous  arrangementB 
which  ha  caused  to  he  instituted  for  relieving  the  pres. 
Bure  on  the  sick  of  the  ante- capitulation  condition  'of 
things.  A  great  bakery  of  white  bread  was  at  once  set 
up  in  the  Caserne  des  Chasseurs,  and  orders  were  circu- 
lated that  all  medical  officers  in  charge  of  lazorettoe  should 
have  carte  Uancht  to  make  requisitions  for  bread.  Stores 
were  hurried  in  of  coffee,  chocolate,  soup,  extract  and  other 
comforts,  and  by  Sunday  morning  there  were  very  few 
sick  who  were  not  the  better  for  the  advent  of  the  Prus- 
sians. Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  regular  system 
of  snppk,  the  Berliner  Hiilfsverein,  represented  byM3f. 
Adolph  Schwabe  and  E.  Minlos,  was  the  first  to  com- 
mence a  distribution  of  comforts.  I  understand  thera 
is  what  in  the  circumstances  I  take  leave  to  call  an  un- 
worthy and  trumpery  feeling  of  jeulousy  on  the  part  of 
some  representatives  of  llie  different  voluntary  organi- 
zations, and  it  seems  the  credit  of  having  been  "  fii'st  in" 
is  claimed  very  freely,  and  with  no  very  scrupuloiu 
regard  to  font),  by  all  and  sundry  without  exception. 
This  is  not  the  only  twopenny-halfpenny  feeling  that  inter- 
venes to  prevent  the  harmonious  working  logetbt 
the  organizations  which  the  charity  of  nations  has  been  ai 
frank  and  liberal  to  promote.  I  have  heard  of  the  chief  C 
on  ambulance — I  do  not  wish  to  be  personal,  and  thera 
fore  I  resei-ve  Ihe  name— who  abused  the  rcpresentatiTf 
of  tlie  ambulance  in  Remilly,  becau^e,  recoguiziug  t 
imminent  urgency  of  the  posiijon,  he  had  come  i 
JUeiz  tlie  moment  he  could,  and  with  wbat  fuui'gons  iM  J 
had,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  amval  of  additional  eta-  J 
riages  and  stores  fi'OLi  the  rear.  The  view  of  the  chiaf.i 
%vas,  tliat  this  hurried    action  of  the  suboidinate  i 
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Tented  the  possibility  of  instituting  a  pompous  proces- 
sion, \vl)ieh  could  not  have  failed  to  have  had  on  im- 
posing effect  at  onco  on  the  Pi-ussian  troops  and  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Metz.  I  wonder  whether  the  suijscribei's 
intended  their  money  to  be  applied  towards  imposing 
processions,  or  towards  relieving  the  sick  at  the  earliest 
opportunity?  But  since  ilie  question  of  precedence  hits 
arisen,  it  may  be  as  well  that  it  should  be  decided,  and  I 
am  in  a.  position  to  do  so.  The  Berliner  Hiiifsverein 
vas  the  first  in  Metz.  Its  almoners  and  carnages  came 
in  with  the  Staff  of  General  Kummer,  and  before  he 
came  in  there  was  no  admission  for  any  but  exception- 
ally favoured  individuals.  I  have  not  learned  that  any 
civilian,  except  myself,  got  into  Metz  before  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  ^Sth.  Britons  may  be  glad  to  know 
that  they,  too,  helped  towards  the  Liebesgaben,  with 
which  were  packed  the  foui^ons  of  the  Berliner  Hiiifs- 
verein. since  the  British  National  Society  helped  lis  funds 
with  a  donation  of  jll.nOO,  the  administration  of  which 
was  confided  to  Mr.  Schwabe.  As  General  Kummer 
and  his  Staff  came  through  the  town  u  scene  occurred, 
pathetic  enough  in  one  aspect  to  move  the  deepest  sympa- 
thies of  those  who  love  the  Fatherland  and  its  children, 
and  yet  not  without  a  certain  grotesqueness  that  only 
affords  another  illustration  of  the  narrow  gap  which 
exists  between  tears  unil  laughter.  As  the  General  rode 
down  the  Kue  de  ta  Prison  Militaire,  he  passed  the 
prison  of  the  Maison  d'Arri't.  where  tlie  Prussian  prisoners 
taken  on  the  Tth  at  MaiziiTe^  were  confined.  As  the 
Landwehrmen  on  thiit  day  had  met  the  foe  with  shouts 
"Hurrah  Preussenl"  and  -Immer  vorwiirts!"  so  now, 
gaunt,  hoi  lowed- eyed,  and  squalid,  the  great  gallant  fel- 
lows cheered  tlieir  countrymen  as  they  came  on.  The 
cheer  was  hardly  so  full-volumed  as  when  it  echoed 
through  the  gables  of  Ladonchamps ;   scanty  rations. 
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exclusively  of  liorsefleeti,  are  not  qtiil£  the  class  of  feeding 
off  which  to  cheer  lustily.  But  Kumroer,  not  cnl^i 
miliar  with  the  cheers  of  his  Lanilwehrnien,  heard  Uia. 
"  Hurrah  Preussen  !"  from  behind  tl)e  bars,  and,  halting,, 
called  out  to  his  "Kinder"  to  knoiv  how  they  fared.: 
The  hungry  men  lold  their  plight,  and  the  General,  tnnt*j 
ing  to  the  Intendaleur  who  rode  behind  him,  asked  wbea' 
be  could  have  food  up  for  the  wants  of  the  prisoned 
X^udwehrmen.  "Not  for  an  hour  at  least,"  was  the 
reply.  Then  Kummer  applied  to  Mr.  Schwabe,  the 
bearer  of  the  Liebesgab^n.  and  asked  whether  he  could 
do  nothing  till  the  Intendaleur  got  up  his  column.  The 
fourgons  of  the  Berliner  Hiilfsverein  were  not  a  furlong 
behind,  and  they  came  up  at  the  trot.  The  bread  tumbled 
out  of  the  waggons,  and  in  at  the  prison-windows.  But 
the  waggons  contained  other  provender  than  bread,  and 
the  question  was  asked  of  the  prisoners  as  they  munched 
their  bread,  what  "Kitchen"  they  would  have  to  it_ 
Who  that  knows  the  Pi'ussiiin  palate  but  can  nntJc'ipnl 
the  reply.  "Haben  sie  wurst?"  was  the  response, 
from  one  man,  and  then  from  behind  came  a  piping  voice 
— it  must  have  been  an  epicurean  boy  who  spoke — "  Oder 
Schinken?"  Wurst  is  the  German  sausage,  suggestive 
to    the  British  mind  of  trichina.',    and    other  nameless 
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hon-ors,  but  dearer 
edible.  Then  they 
mer  and  the  Derlin 
to  take  the  commai 
their  ari-owroot,  ten 
cuita,  and  what  ni 
French  sick. 

Un  reluming  to  the  Hotel  de  I'Eiirope,  after  a  round  of  iho 
hospitals,  I  found  in  the  aalle  an  officer  from   }{eionruy,    i 
who  had  riilden  in  to  tell  me  that  the  General  in   com- 
mand of  the  brigada  had  sent  to  desire  me  to  call  upon. 


to  tlie  Prussian  heart  than  any  other 
got  cigars — the  prisoners — and  Kum- 
er  H  ulfsverein  passed  on,  the  former 
nd  of  the  cily,  the  latter  to  disti-ibuta  J 
I.  woollen  garments,  winter  beds,  L 
>t  of   Liebesgaben,  to   the  wretched  I 
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him.  I  like  CBlling  on  generals  veiy  well  if  I  go  of  my 
own  acRoi'd,  but  a  summons  to  atteud  is  apt  to  malce 
ono  nervous.  Had  1  b«en  AvriLing  of  the  positions 
without  suffitiieat  discretion  ;  1  anxiously  asked  of  myself? 
or  had  any  order  heen  issued  to  forbid  correspondents 
from  frequenting  the  foreposts?  Speculation  was  use- 
less, and  I  went  straight  out  in  the  moonlight  to  the 
ch:tteau  iuhabiicd  by  the  General,  in  the  outskirts  of 
Eetonfiiy.  There  was  no  frown  on  the  features  of  the 
gftUaot  olJ  Pole;  my  portion  was  a  warm  grip  of  the 
hand,  and  a  cordial  sahitation.  The  General,  instead  of 
having  a  wigging  for  me.  wished  to  ask  a  favour  of  the 
Daily  Ninc$.  The  General's  children  cti-e  half  English, 
his  wife  is  an  English  lady,  and  his  mother-in-law,  who, 
to  judge  from  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  the 
General  spoke  of  her,  is  utterly  unlike  mothers-in-law  in 
general,  had  tlioughtfully  sent  her  fighting  son-in-law  a 
box  of  concentrated  soups  all  the  way  from  a  western 
suburb  of  London.  The  gift  had  moved  the  General  to 
tender  thanks,  if  he  might,  through  ihe  culumns  of  the 
Daily  Netci.  and  to  make  of  tlie  box  of  soups  a  pe^  on 
which  to  bang  a  compliment  to  the  British  nation.  The 
General  pondered,  as  he  ate  his  soup,  on  the  form  which 
this  communication  should  take,  apologizing  to  me  for 
his  silence  fram  the  circumstance  that  he  desired  •■  to 
make  a  little  wit,"  ^Vhen  he  had  got  to  the  salad,  he 
found  the  spii'i  t  move  him,  and  be  dictated  as  follows:— •' I 
ihankyou.  dear  grandmamma,  fur  your  delicious  soups; 
the  vermicelli  and  the  tail  ox  are  delicious.  The  North 
German  Ambassador  has  made  a  mistake  when  he  said 
that  the  English  nation  has  only  manifested  a  warm- 
beartedneas  towards  the  French.  As  I  eat  my  dinner  I 
am  a  witness  to  the  contrary. — Your  loving  son.  Von 
2gUniizki,  Major-General."  The  good  General  slightly 
distoi'ts,  you  will  observe,  the  relation  eKisting  between 
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him  and  the  relative  be  desires  to  address ;  but  I  suppose  hi 
has  taken  the  word  from  the  children.  Anjhow,  as  th< 
only  rei>resentative  of  tiie  Vaily  Neu-i  on  the  foreposls.  I 
made  a  copy  of  the  General's  epistle  of  thanks,  and  by  his 
desire  have  embodied  it  in  my  letter. 

After  leaving  him  I  rode  across  country  to  Courcelles  to  see 
how  my  good  friend  the  Bnron  von  Kramm  was  getting 
on  with  his  de]>6t  of  love-gifis  from  the  Fatherland,  now 
that  Metz  is  taken  ;  and  that  he  may  quit  the  post  to 
which,  in  the  midst  of  every  discomfort,  he  has  clung  ao 
Btanchly  for  three  months.  The  Baron  is  going  to 
transfer  his  dep6t  into  Metz,  and  then  he  goes  home.  I 
hope  not  without  the  Iran  Cross  upon  his  breast,  for 
man  desenes  it  more.  It  was  midnight  ere,  in  fals 
pleasant  society,  it  occurred  to  me  it  was  time  to 
back  to  Metz.  Looking  out  of  window  to  see  what  sort' 
of  night  it  was,  I  noticed  a  train  standing  at  tlie  station. 
A  train  to  j^[etz  at  midnight!  How  could  this  be?  1 
must  go  and  ask.  As  T  came  up  through  the  mire, 
among  the  murkeiender  stalls,  I  encountered  a  hungfy 
rush,  and  stood  aside  to  let  it  pass.  It  did  not  pass, 
it  fell  upon  the  markelendirt  and  liguratively  swamped 
them.  As  it  broke  and  crumbled.  I  recognized  amon^ 
the  waifs  it  had  left  an  Bngllsh  M.P.  not  unknown  as  an 
able  speaker  from  the  Liberal  benches,  and  also  as  an 
author  whose  latest  work  gained  high  praise  from  tl>a 
reviewers.  He  was  the  master  of  a  vast  hunk  of  dry 
brown  bread,  which  he  was  swallowing  with  greater 
assiduity  than  ever  he  devoured  a  blue-book.  Had  the 
Kitchen  Committee  seen  him  during  the  dull  interreg- 
num of  the  dinner-hour  how  they  would  have  laughed  t 
That  train  had  left  Saorbruck  at  six,  and  had  been  at. 
Courcelles  close  on  two  hours.  It  only  just 
known  as  1  catne  to  the  station  that  food  of  a  kind  could 
he  procured,  and  the  rush  I  had  seen  was  the  consa- 
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quence.  I  accooipanicd  my  compatriot  to  Metz,  leaviog 
my  servant  to  bring  on  my  horse  in  llie  morning.  When 
we  reached  the  Metz  station  we  thought  we  should  have 
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hivouac  of  Frenchmen,  many  of  whom  were  sick.  They 
littered  the  platform  and  the  rails  so  ihat  one  could  not 
move  without  treading  on  them,  sleeping  in  all  manner 
of  grotesque  attitudes.  And  the  whiffs  of  typhus  that 
rose  from  tiic  squalid  forms  in  some  places  made 
me  thaukfiil  that  I  had  a  cigar  in  my  mouth.  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  sending  this  letter  off  at  once 
by  the  prisoners'  train,  and  so  1  must  close, 

Nov,  3. — Marshal  Bazaine  went  off  the  other  day  to  Nancy, 
and  thence  by  train  to  Germany.  He  was  in  Nancy  on 
Sunday,  and  required  an  escort  of  Prussian  cavalry  to 
save  him  from  the  violence  of  the  mob.  Had  they  dared, 
the  good  folks  of  Metz  would  have  lynched  him  rather  than 
let  him  go.  You  already  know  that  they  insulted  him  at 
the  station  on  his  departure.  They  followed  his  cortege  to 
the  station,  and  when  they  were  asked  what  they  wanted, 
they,  with  a  fieree  yell  of  hale,  cried— "Nous  sommes 
vcnus  ici  pour  cracher  k  la'figure  de  Bazaine."  This  was 
not  the  only  overt  evidence  cf  tlie  denJIy  hate  which  the 
populace  of  Met/  bore  to  the  MarBhal.  The  morning 
after  I  entered  I  noticed  more  than  one  dead  wall 
scratched  in  chalk  with  the  woi-ds — "  Bazaine  and 
Coffiniere  traitors  and  cowards." 

Yesterilay  the  whole  of  the  1 0th  Army  Corps  defiled 
through  Metz  on  its  southward  march  towards  Troyes. 
Its  General,  Voigts  Rhetz.  sat  in  the  saddle  in  the 
Place  Royale.  with  Kummer  beside  him,  and  a  back- 
ground formed  of  the  trucks  devoted  to  hospital  pur- 
poses. On  the  other  side  of  the  broad  thoroughfare 
stood  groups  of  French  officers  looking  on  critically  as 
the  men  went  past  with  whom  they  had  go  often  beeD 


To  have  seen  the  different  regiments  pass 
the  saluliDg-poiot,  with  everytliing  about  them  as  neat  as 
if  they  had  come  out  of  barracks,  you  would  never  have 
thought  they  could  have  been  doing  forepoat  work  and 
flighting  for  six  weeks.  Fresh,  stout,  clean,  and  supple, 
tlie  great  stalwart  fellowti  came  past  witli  the  Priisetan 
quickstep  in  one  long  continuous  stream  for  two  hours, 
and  long  before  all  had  passed  the  Frenchmen  had  sunk 
into  a  dull  silence  tliat  seemed  to  betoken  acquiescence 
in  an  inevitable  fate.  There  was  no  cheering  or  singing, 
the  bands  played  as  they  passed  [he  General,  but  the 
Prussian  does  not  insult  a  fallen  foe,  and  the  ■•  Wacht 
am  nhain  "  was  kept  fov  the  country  roads.  General 
Kummer,  during  his  brief  tenure  of  a  verj-  difficult  and 
delicate  office,  baa  earned  a  well-dcsen-ed  populai-ity. 
His  urbanity  and  consideration  to  the  French  officers 
have  been  appreciated  warmly  by  them  all,  and  not  a  few 
of  them  have  referred  lo  the  subject  in  my  bearing  with 
deep  feeling.  It  may  not  be  geneially  known  that  when 
the  report  of  the  capitulation  became  spread  abroad 
throughout  the  army  on  the  evening  of  the  ^Bth  ult.,  a 
great  number  of  regimental  officers  had  a  sort  of  caveat 
meeting,  in  which  they  discussed  the  matter.  Universal 
indignation  at  tlie  conduct  of  Bazaine  was  expressed, 
and  it  having  been  estimated  that  the  officers  present 
were  able  to  rely  on  tlie  fidelity  of  a  following  iif  some 
'J5,000  men,  it  was  resolved  that  a  desperate  effort  should 
be  made  that  same  nigbt  to  cut  a  way  through  the 
Prussian  lines.  The  meeting  sepai'ated,  and  one  of  its 
members  came  to  the  Hotel  de  I'l'.urope.  where,  over  a 
bottle  of  champagne,  ho  made  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, and.  with  a  tear  in  liis  eye,  committed  it  to  hia 
friend  my  informant,  and  went  forth  with  set  teeth  on 
his  desperate  enterprise.  Next  morning  he  came  back  to 
breakfast,  blithe  as  a  bird,  and  reclaimed  bis  will.     It 
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seemed  there  had  been  a  miscalculatiou.  Instead  of 
the  following  of  a.5.000  men  on  which  the  oilicerB  had 
rehed,  they  could  not  get  a  man  to  follow  them.  The 
realization  of  the  misconception  prevented  the  attempt 
being  made. 

With  the  exercise  of  not  Uttla  diplomacy  I  have  to-day 
obtained  what  I  reokoo  one  of  the  most  interesilng 
souvenirs  of  this  war,  in  tlie  shape  of  files  of  the  Meiz 
journals  L' Indepeadanl  and  Le  Van  Nalioual  for  the 
months  of  August,  September,  and  October.  These  are 
great  curiosities,  were  it  only  for  the  divei's  colours  of 
the  papers  on  which  they  are  printed.  I  forwanl  tliem 
by  ihis  post.  Ihe  editor  of  L'lndependaaf,  who,  I  niny 
remark,  was  so  great  a  regarder  of  the  camaradtrn  of  iho 
press  as  to  insist  on  my  acceptance  of  his  fde  as  a 
present,  although  he  had  refused  the  day  before  to  sell 
it  at  any  price,  is  an  ultra -patriot,  and  therefore  I  ac- 
cepted what  he  told  me  with  a  considerable  grain  of 
salt.  On  questions  of  fact,  however,  I , had  no  right  to 
doubt  his  word.  CoSiniere,  he  told  me,  exercised  a  most 
rigid  censorship  over  the  press,  and  cut  out  uniformly 
for  a  nionih  before  the  capitulation  eve  17  article  calcu- 
lated to  give  oSence  to  tlie  Prussians,  or  of  a  tenor  to  fan 
the  Hume  of  resistance.  The  editor  also  asserts  that 
there  was  food  enough  in  Metz  to  support  the  population 
for  a  considerable  time  longer,  and  that  as  a  proof  that 
the  troops  need  not  have  been  at  starvation  point,  the 
forts  were  full  of  provisions.  Of  this  latter  fact  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  I  haivc  myself  inspected  the  provision 
stores  in  Fort  St.  Quentin,  and  found  them  capable  of 
mninlBiiiiiig  a  garrison  ailequnte  for  the  defence  of  the 
fort  for  months  at  leaet.  But  I  don't  see  that  any  de- 
duction is  to  be  drawn  from  this  that  Baznine  has  played 
false  to  his  trust.  His  policy  is  explicable  enough,  viewed 
in  B  military  light.     His  cue  evidently  from  the  first  has 


been  to  keep  the  fortress  bo  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  i 
resistance.  He  has  made  effort  after  effort  to  get  liis 
amij-  out,  anil  his  penuUitnate  proffer  to  Prince  Frederick 
Charles  was  to  surrender  the  army  and  allow  the  fortress 
to  stand.  When  this  was  rejected  eui  bono,  was  it  to 
deplete  the  forts  to  enable  the  army  to  hold  out  longer 
to  no  purpose  ?  Thus  far  on  military  grouods  no  one 
can  blame  him  ;  hut  that  he  has  let  men  starve  while  he 
had  food  anywhere  that  he  could  give  thorn,  constitutes  a 
very  grave  moral  responsibility. 
Prussian  medical  staff  ha^  just  told  n 
will,  he  cannot  break  the  French  c 
craving  for  horseflesh.  They  w 
that  they  arc  receiving  abundant 


le  of  the  chief  of  the 
e  that,  do  what  he 

ivalescents  of  their 
II  eat  it,  Qotwithstanding 
t  rations  of  mutton.      It 


IS  curious  that  the  taste  should  have  so  grown  upon 
them.  The  doctors  oppose  their  eating  horseflesh  because 
they  think  that  tlie  entire  change  of  diet  will  operate  as 
much  as  anything  in  effecting  a  cure. 
Yesterday  was  All  Souls'  Day,  and  high  mass  was  celebrated 
in  the  splendid  old  cathedral.  A  number  of  Prussian 
soldiers  were  present,  chiefly  of  the  Rhenish  regiments, 
in  which  there  are  many  Catholics,  and  they  mingled 
with  a  curiously  picturesque  effect  among  the  French 
prisoners  and  the  civilian  population.  When  mass  was 
over  and  the  Roman  Catholics  had  gone  their  ways,  an 
Evangelical  chaplain  belonging  to  Rummer's  divisioQ 
look  possession  of  the  pulpit,  and  held  what  the  Scotch 
call  a  "diet"  of  public  worship  for  the  behoof  of  ih* 
Protestants.  The  Catholic  townsfolk  did  not  at  all  lika 
this,  which  they  designated  profanation,  but  for  many  a 
day  there  bns  not  been  such  a  congregation  in  the  noble 
edifice  as  thai  which  gathered  from  the  Landwehr  divi- 
sion to  hear  the  sermon  from  their  chapltun.  After 
service  I  strolled  on  to  the  adjacent  market-place,  and 
was  the  auditor  of  a  little  conversation  wbich  it  m^ 
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worth  while  to  relate,  since  feathers  show  how  the  wind 
blows.  Olil  Apple  woman— ■'  Saw^,  these  accursed  Prus- 
sians are  evei'ywhere.  They  look  as  if  they  had  been  in 
Melz  for  ages."  Second  Old  Applewoman — "Ah,  take 
courage,  my  friend,  Russia  is  arming  to  aid  France." 
Third  Old  Applewonian— "  Yes,  and  it  is  notorious  that 
Saxony  is  itcliing  to  siUe  with  us."  Sententious  middle- 
aged  corporal,  with  his  head  bandaged  up — "  Don't 
deceive  yourselves,  good  ladles.  The  game  is  up.  We 
had  to  yield  to  these  terrible,  irresistible  Prussians.  As 
we,  so  Paris.  When  the  pinch  comes,  Paris  will  have  to 
drop  her  arms,  as  we  have  dune.  The  nation  is  beaten. 
anil  we  had  better  accept  the  position." 

I  never  tire  of  passing  my  time  in  watching  the  Plnce 
Royale  »nd  the  Esplanade,  on  which  are  quartered  the 
wounded.  On  the  former  are  the  railway-car  hospitals, 
on  the  latter  are  fine  roomy  teats,  holding  twelve  men  each 
comfortably.  What  a  variety  of  mutilations  you  notice 
among  the  convaleBcents!  Men  who  have  lost  a  leg, 
olliers  a  foot,  others  an  arm ;  the  gamut  of  mutilation  ia 
run  up  and  down  till  you  almost  expect  to  see  a  man 
walking  about  without  a  bead.  It  is  a  listless,  weary 
promenade  which  these  unfortunates  execute.  Some 
few  form  little  groups  for  conversation,  and  others  make 
belief  to  play  at  a  kind  of  out-door  billiards  on  a  wooden 
frame  on  the  ground,  but  most  patrol  languidly  back- 
wards and  forwards,  with  ii  dfjected  Jistleasncss  that  is 
the  more  painful  to  witness  because  it  is  so  unFreuch- 
like.  I  suppose  they  must  have  been  tired  gf  the  pro- 
menade at  the  top  of  the  esplanade  over  against  the 
river,  for  tliere  are  seldom  more  than  a  few  iliere.  And 
yet  tlie  view  from  it  is  one  of  which  1  tiutik  it  must  take 
a  lung  time  to  get  weary.  If  I  could  think  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  esplanade  possessed  of  so  much  depth  of 
feeling,  1  would  fain  imagine  that  they  shun  lite  pro- 
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raenade  on  the  ramparts,  because  the  si^bt  of  bo  maeh 
of  beauty  lost  to  Fiance  would  wound  them  too  poig- 
nuntly.  Beli'md.  among  the  tents,  are  tbe  statues,  and 
the  still  bright  flower-beds.  In  front,  at  one's  feel,  are 
the  outworks,  aiid  then  ibe  broad  atrenm  of  iho  river, 
with  the  fertile  meadows  of  St.  Siniphorieu  beyond.  On 
tbe  right,  across  the  stream,  is  tbe  Isle  de  Sautes,  the 
island  of  tlio  weeping  willows,  with  itspowder-ningazine) 
all  but  hidden  among  the  graceful  willows  and  the  tall 
poplai'B.  On  the  left  is  the  citadel,  with  its  green  earth- 
works and  glacis,  and  beyond,  tbe  beautiful  suburb  of 
Moniigny,  with  ihc  bend  of  the  stream  farther  on  ending 
in  the  railway  bridge,  tim  horizon  to  tlie  south  buunded 
by  the  range  of  heights,  of  which  tbe  highest  is  Mont 
St.  Blaise,  with  its  ruined  chi'iteau  and  the  Observatory, 
from  whicl)  I  looked  down  nil  tbe  plain  and  city  ten  days 
ago.  No  wonder  that  my  prospect  was  a  good  one  :  as 
one  looks  up  from  the  esplanade  at  Mont  St.  Blaise,  it 
seems  as  if  from  it  one  could  see  through  the  windows 
into  the  houses  of  Meiz.  Over  St.  Bimphorien  is  the 
oiher  branch  of  the  Moselle,  fringed  by  the  nestling 
villages  of  Moulin,  St.  Huffine,  Ban  Rt.  Martin,  and 
Devant  les  Ponta.  wearing  a  very  peaceful  aspect,  bat 
for  the  absence  of  smoke  from  the  chimneys.  Over 
them  towers  abruptly  the  rugged  Mont  St.  Quentin,  with 
the  vineyarJs  on  its  shoulders,  lovingly  bugging  tlie 
white  villages,  then  the  bare  interval  of  red  scarp,  and 
then  the  summit,  crowned  by  the  great  spreading  for^ 
tress,  its  warm-grey  tint  brought  out  in  the  slanting 
sunbeams.  Well  may  St.  Quentin  be  called  "The  eagle 
of  Metz,"  soaring  over  the  valley,  as  it  does,  up  in  tho 
very  sky.  Alas  !  for  France  and  Metz,  the  wings  of  the 
eagle  are  shorn.  Ou  its  lampnrls  there  is  an  eagle  fitilli, 
it  is  true,  but  it  is  tbe  eagle  on  the  helmet  of  the  Prus- 
sian sentry,  who.  as  he  pauses  in  his  beat  and   looks 
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down  on  what  ^U  last  week  deserved  the  name  its  in- 
habitants so  fondly  give  it,  "  La  Pucelle."  niaj  he  trying 
huw  he  can  adapt  the  German  song  "  Oh  Straaburg.  Oh 
Stmsburg,  du  wunderscbun  stadt,"  to  the  new  conquest. 
Verily,  it  is  a  wonderful  city— a  city  for  the  possession  of 
which  to  stake  everything,  and  to  fight  to  the  last  man 
and  the  last  ditch  !  Now  that  the  army  has  seen  it— few 
who  have  not  studied  him  know  what  an  instinctive  eye 
the  German  soldier  has  for  the  beauties  of  nature — lie 
woald  not  be  a  discreet  man  who  should  suggest  that 
the  prize  should  be  let  slip.  Nothing  has  so  ranch 
strengthened  Bismarck's  hand  in  his  demand  for  Lorraine 
&s  the  opportunity  the  army  is  having  for  seeing  and 
admiring  Metz. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 

M.  Jules  FiVRE's  journey  to  Ferrieres,  and  liis  intemew  J 
willi  Count  Bismai-ck,  had   not  the  effect  of  delaying  or  * 
diverting  for  a  eingle    day  the  mardi  of  (he  great  host 
which  was  advancing  to  invest  Paris.     The  gates  of  the 
city  were  closed  on  the  lUthof  September,  the    German 
corps   destined   to  guard   the   roads    on    the    side    of  St. 
Germains  tooli  up  their  positions  on  tlie  3tst,  and  thence- 
forth  PariB  was  completely  shut  in.      For  days  before 
the  last  approaches  to  the  western  outlet  were  closed,  the 
railway  stations  had  been  tbcUed  bv  crowds  of  men  and 
women,  with  vans  containing  children  and  luggage,  and  1 
at  the  last  raomeut  many  persons   had  to  escape  leaving  i 
their  property  exposed  to  all  the    accidents  of  the  siege. 
Left  to  itself,  Paris  was  far  from  yielding  lo  those  feeUngs 
which  would  have  been  only  natural  in  the  isolated  con- 
dition of  the  city.     The  discovery  was  soon  made    that  ■ 
Paris  was  itself  a  world.     The  sustaining  reflection,  more-  ] 
over,   was   presented    by  journalists,   poets,   and    orators  J 
without  number,  that  the  whole  outer  world  was  thinking  1 
only  of  Paris,     "let  the  streets  of  the  town  devoiu*  tfas  f 
enemy,''  wrote  M.  Victor  Hugo;  "  Let  the  tombs  ciy  out;    I 
let   flames   spring  everywhere  from    the  earth;  let  eveiy 
tuft  of  grass  be  as  the  burning  torch;  let  it  be  felt  that, 
behind  eiich  heart  there  is  the  people  and  God     let  ua 
organize  the  terrible  battle  of  our  country.    As  for  Europe, 
she  can  look  on."     Days  passed  on,  and  the  Germans  had 
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done  nothing  more  than  repube  some  slight  attacks  of  out- 
posts, and  then  it  was  remembered  that  if  to  transport 
an  army  of  250,000  men  from  Sedan  to  Paris  was  a  difficult 
task,  the  transport  of  a  siege  train  adequate  to  the  reduction 
of  a  system  of  fortifications,  the  round  of  which  could  not 
be  made  in  a  journey  of  less  than  twenty-six  miles,  was  an 
nndcrlaking  of  still  greater  magnitude.  The  first  business 
of  Die  Germans,  after  securing  all  the  avenues  and  exits 
of  the  capital — a  work  which  they  accomplished  so  well 
that  without  their  leave  it  was  not  possible  to  send  a 
message  out  of  Paria,  except  by  a  balloun — was  to  secure 
provisions,  and  for  tliis  pui-pose  small  corps  of  infantrj', 
cavalry,  and  artillery  were  organized,  which  spread  them- 
selves over  the  country  for  a  distance  of  fiAy  miles,  and 
made  enormous  requisitions  of  cattle,  corn,  and  forage. 
In  Paris,  the  eloquent  narrative  in  which  M.  Jules  Favre 
had  described  the  failure  of  his  negotiations,  and  tlie  stei'n- 
ness  with  which  Count  Bismarck  demanded  the  surrender 
of  French  territory,  produced  a  profound  impression,  and 
prepared  the  citizens  to  make  great  efforts  and  sacrifices. 
Before  the  battle  of  Sedan  the  attention  of  General  Trochu 
had  been  directed  to  the  weak  points  in  the  system 
of  permanent  fortifications,  which,  constructed  before 
science  had  shown  the  capabilities  of  rifled  steel  guns 
with  elongated  projectiles,  were  far  from  perfect,  and 
several  new  works  were  undertaken  at  various  points  in 
order  to  give  completeness  and  solidity  to  the  defence. 
These  were  unfinished  when  the  Germans  arrived  before 
Paris,  and  some  of  them  it  wns  necessary  to  abandon. 
Others,  however,  were  within  the  protection  of  the  perma- 
nent forts,  and  were  finished,  while  lines  of  earthworks 
were  thrown  up  in  the  intervals  of  the  forts,  and  armed 
with  powerful  guns.  More  important,  however,  than  all 
material  preparattoue  were  the  measures  taken  to  place  the 
largest  possible  number  of  men  in  a  position  to  repel  the 
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enemy,  should  be  attack,  or  to  go  forth  to  espel  faim  should 
his  presence  be  prolonged  before  the  capital.  Count 
Bismarck  had  declared,  in  a  pointed  manner  : — '■  We  shaO 
enter  Paris  without  attacking  it ;  we  shall  starve  it  out," 
It  began  to  look  as  if  Ruch  were  indeed  the  deliberate 
intention  of  the  enemy.  The  King  of  Prussia,  rolloning 
the  Crown  Prince,  his  son,  had  taken  up  his  quarters,  and 
vas  making  himself  at  home  at  Versailles,  and  a  Pnissisn 
Prefect  of  the  Seine  issued  orders  and  gave  audiences. 
Unless  Paris  were  deliberately  lo  resign  herself  to 
extreme  sufiering  and  ultimate  surrender,  a  real  army 
must  be  created,  capable  of  advancing  beyond  the  forta 
and  asEailing  the  enemy.  The  Government  made  so 
good  ,^use  of  its  time,  that  by  the  first  week  in  Oe- 
toher,  according  to  a  declaration  published  by  M.  Gun- 
betta,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  -100,000  Nations]  Qoa^ds 
were  aimed,  100,000  Gardes  Mobiles,  including  80,000  from 
the  departments,  were  in  the  capital,  and  wilh  them  were 
00.000  regular  [troops.  It  was  much  to  have  brought 
together  so  large  a  force  for  tlie  internal  defence  of  the 
capital.  The  army  of  Paris  was  twice  (perhaps  it  wss 
three  times)  as  large  88  that  which  tlie  Germans  had 
placed  before  the  capital.  But  it  was,  by  the  admission  of 
General  Trochu,  greatly  deficient  in  organization  nnd  dis- 
cipline, and  almost  entirely  without  field  artillerj-.  The 
National  Guard  was  doubtless  animated  by  the  most  ardent 
patriotism,  but  its  composition  did  not  lit  it  for  the  duties 
of  an  active  field  force.  It  was  evident  that  someLhing 
more  must  he  done  than  preserve  the  Army  of  Paris  if  the 
capital  was  to  be  saved.  At  first  it  liad  been  .hoped  that 
the  departments,  seeing  Paris  invested,  would  fly  to  its 
succour.  But  the  departments  at  first  showed  no  enthusiasm 
for  such  an  enterprise.  Lyons  and  Marseilles,  which  had 
proclaimed  the  Republic  without  wailing  for  instnictiona 
from  any  one,  regarded  Paris  as  a  sister  city,  and  not  ■ 
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the  indi  spec  sable  head  of  France.  In  the  rural  districts 
the  Eepublic  was  vieiTed  \rith  distrust.  The  e^icursions  of 
the  Frufisian  Uhlans,  followed  by  the  inevitable  requisition 
column,  had  roused  severa.!  departments  to  military  action, 
but  their  efforts  were  directed  to  the  protection  of  the 
neighbourhood  immediately  menaced;  and  at  Paris  it 
began  to  be  complained  that  the  defence  of  the  country  was 
being  localized. 

It  was  in  these  circumstances  that  M.  Gambetta  sud- 
denly descended  from  the  clouds  near  Amiens,  on  the  8tli 
of  October,  and  summoned  Iraace  to  "malie  a  pact  with 
victory  or  death."  M.  GambetU  had  left  Paris  in  a  balloon 
the  day  before,  taking  with  him,  besides  his  secretary,  a 
carrier  pigeon,  which  was  to  return  to  the  capilal  with 
intelligence  of  the  issue  of  his  adventure.  From  Amiens 
M.  Gambetta  went  to  Rouen,  and  thence  to  Tours,  which 
was  his  desiinaiion.  Three  niembei-s  of  the  Go?emment, 
MM.  Cremieux,  GlaiS'Bizoin,  and  Admiral  Foumichon, 
had  gone  to  Tours,  jum  before  Pari'-was  invested,  in  the 
character  of  a  Delegated  Government;  but  tliey  had 
done  little  hut  demonstrate  their  own  incompetence.  M. 
Gambetta's  arrival  was  the  beginning'  of  a  new  state  of 
things.  Ho  at  once  assumed  unbounded  authority,  exer- 
cising dictatorial  powers  wiLlioul  reference  to  Paris,  and 
made  his  vigorous  influence  felt  in  every  department 
within  bis  authority.  The  lively  audacity  of  his  proclama- 
tions, especially  when  he  sought  to  efface  some  national 
disaster  by  proclaiming  an  incredible  and  wholly  imaginary 
success,  astonished  even  tliose  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  the  steady  phlegmatic  afBrmations  and  denials  of 
Count  Pabltao.  For  a  week  after  the  fall  of  Melz  the 
population  of  Tours  was  in  the  highest  spirits,  believing,  on 
M.  Gambetta's  assurance,  that  the  affairs  of  the  country 
had  taken  a  new  and  happy  turn.  But  while  M.  Gambetta 
thus  sustained  ihe  hope  of  his  countrymen,  his  real 
0  c  2 
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reliance  was  based  on  measures  dictated  hj  patriotism  and 
guided  by  good  sense.  He  geye  France  armies,  csdiu 
rifles  :  he  gave  her,  what  was  lietter  still,  an  example 
a  hope.  He  deposed  veteran  generals  who  had 
inefficient,  and  promised  reward  everywhere  to  those 
could  show  merits  bearing  the  seal  of  Buceess.  Under  the 
impulsion  of  his  energy,  battalions  became  brigades, 
brigades  divisions,  and  divisions  armies;  until  at  length 
France  had  once  more  a  force  which  was  the  pure  creation 
of  patriotism,  and  which,  if  inexperienced,  was  at  least  not 
comipted  by  the  evil  eiiucution  of  Africa,  or  demoralized  by 
the  retreats  of  the  Imperial  campaign. 

During  the  first  few  weeks  of  tlie  investment  General 
Trochu  steadfastly  resisted  the  demands  of  the  extrema 
Eepublicans  tliat  a  great  sortie  should  be  made  from  Paris, 
and  merely  mude  a  few  reconnaissances,  in  which  his  young 
troops  learned  to  stand  under  fire,  and  which,  not  being 
pushed  beyond  pmdent  limits,  gave  them  the  self-confidence 
they  so  much  required.  As  the  Germans  neither  made  any 
attack  on  the  forts,  nor  threw  projectiles  into  Pai'is.  the 
people  of  the  capital  resigned  themselves  to  an  attitude  of 
ex]>ectation,  and  as  far  as  circumstances  permitted  returned 
to  their  old  ways  of  life.  The  mooda  and  aspects  of  Paris 
at  this  period  were  described  from  lime  to  time,  as  oppor- 
tunities of  sending  con-espondence  arose,  in  the  letters  of: 
"  Besieged  rtesident,"  of  which  the  following  are  extracts 


Sept.  19. — As  my  messenger  to  the  post-office  could  get 
authentic  intelligence  about  what  was  passing,  1  went 
there   myself.      Everybody  was     in    military    uniform, 
everybody  was  shrugging  his  shoulders,  and  everybodjr 
was  in  the  condition  of  a  London  policeman  who  ahoul 
see  himself  marched  off  to  the  station  by  a  street-sweepi 
That   the   Prussians   should   have  taken   the    Empei 
prisoner,  and  have  vanquished  the  French  armies. 
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of  course,  astonisbed  tbese  worthy  bureaucrats,  but  that 
tbey  should  have  ventured  to  interfere  with  postmen  had 
perfectly  dumbfauaded  tbem.  "  Put  your  letter  in  that 
box,"  said  a  venerable  employe  on  a  high  stool.  "  Will 
it  ever  be  taken  out?"  I  asked.  "  Qui  salt?  "he  replied. 
"Shall  you  send  off  a  train  to-morrow  morning?"  I 
asked.  There  was  a  chorus  of  ■■  Qui  sait  ?  "  and  the 
heads  disappeared  still  farther  ivitli  the  respective 
shoulders  to  which  they  belonged.  "  What  do  you  thinli 
of  a  man  on  horeeback?"  I  suggested-  An  indignant 
"  Impossible  !  "  was  the  answer.  ■■  Why  not?  "  I  asked. 
The  look  of  contempt  wilh  which  the  clerks  gazed  on  me 
was  expressive.  It  meant,  "  I>o  you  really  imagine  that 
a  functionary — a  postman — is  going  to  forward  your 
letters  in  an  irregular  manner?  "  At  this  moment  a  sort 
of  young  French  Jefferson  Brick  came  in.  Evidently  he 
was  a  Republican  recently  set  in  authority.  To  him  I 
turned.  "Citizen,"  I  said,  "I  want  my  letter  to  go  to 
London.  It  is  a  Press  letter.  These  bureaucrats  say 
that  they  do  not  dare  send  it  out  by  a  horse  express;  I 
appeal  to  you,  as  I  am  sure  you  are  a  man  of  expedients. " 
■■  These  people."  he  replied,  scowling  at  the  clerks,  "are 
demoraliyed.  They  are  the  ancient  valets  of  a  corrupt 
Court:  give  me  your  letter;  if  possible  it  shall  go, 
'  foi  de  citoyen.'  "  I  handed  my  letter  to  Jefferson,  but 
whether  it  is  on  its  way  to  England,  or  still  in  bis 
patriotic  bands.  I  do  not  know.  As  1  passed  out  through 
the  courtyard  I  saw  postmen  seated  on  the  boxes  of 
carts,  with  no  horses  before  tbem.  It  was  their  hour  to 
carry  out  the  letters,  and  thus  mechanically  they  fulQlled 
their  duty.  English  Government  officials  have  before 
now  been  jeered  at  as  men  of  routine,  but  the  most 
ancient  clerk  in  Somerset  House  is  a  man  of  wild  impulse 
and  boundless  expedient  compared  with  the  average  of 
functionaries,   great    and    small,  here.     The  want    of 
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^H  "  sbiftineas "  is   a   national   characteristic.     The  French 

^H  are  like  a  flock  of  sheep  without  Bhepherde   or  shee[h 

^^k  dogs.     Soldiers  and  civiliaDs  have  no  idea  of  anything 

^H  except  doing  what  they    are    ordered  to    do    by  Gome 

^H  functionary.     Let  one   M'heel  in  an  administration  get 

^H  out  or  order,  and  everything  goes  wrong.      After  mj 

^H  visit  to  the  post-office  I  went  lo  the  central  telegr^A 

^H  office,  and  sent  you  a  telegram.     The  clerk    was  very 

^H  surly  Qt  first,  but  lie  said  that  he  thought  a  Press  telegram 

^H  would  pass  the  wires.     Wlien  I  paid  hiui  he  becuna 

^H  friendly.     My  own  impression   is  that  my  twelve  francs. 

^H  whoever  they  may  beneiit,  will  not  benefit  the  British 

■  pubtic, 

^f  Nothing  in  the  papers  ibis  morning.     In  the  Figaro  an 

article  fram  that  old  humbug,  Villemessant.     From  some 
safe   hole   in    the    provinces  he  calls  upon  his  fellow- 
citizens   in  Paris  to  resist  to  the  death.     ''  One  thing 
Frenchmen  never  forgive,"  he  says — "  cowardice."    The 
Oautoii    contains    the    most  news.     It  represents    the 
Pi'usBJans  to  be  all  round  Paris.     At  Vei'sailles  they  bare 
converted  the  Palace  into  a  bRrrack.     Their  camp  fires 
were  seen  last  night  in  the  forest  of  Bondy.      Uhlana 
have  made  their  appearance  nt  St,  Cloud,     "  Fritz  "  has 
taken  up  his  quarters  at  Feirieres,  the  chateau  of  Baron, 
Eothschild.     ■'  William  "—we  are  very  familiar  when 
speak  of  the  Prussian  Royal  family — is  still  at  Meai 
"No   thunderbolt,"   adds  the  correspondent,  "has 
fallen    on    him."     The    Prussian   outposts   are    at 
distance    of  three    kilometres   from   St.    Denis.      Ni 
Vitry  shots  have  been  heard.     In  the  environs  of  Vii 
cennes   there   has  been  fighting.     It  appears   that  tlii 
General  who  was  arrest^dyesterday  was  General  Ambeil. 
He  was  reviewing  some  regiments  of  Nationales,  and 
when   they  cried  "  Vive  la  Eepublique  "  he  told  ibi 
that  the  Republic  did  not  exist.    The  men  immediai 
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fiun-ounded  him,  and  carried  him  to  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior,  where  I  presume  he  still  is. 

The  butler  of  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  hoiiso  is  close  by 
the  fortifications,  and  who  has  left  it  in  charge,  has  just 
been  to  see  me.  The  house  is  a  "  poste "  of  the 
National  Guard.  Butler  says  the  men  do  not  sleep  on 
the  ramparts,  but  in  the  neighbouring  houses.  They 
are  changed  every  twenty-four  hours.  He  had  ratlier 
a  hard  time  of  it  last  night  with  a  company  from  the 
Faubourg  St.  Anloine.  As  a  rule,  however,  he  says 
they  are  (decent,  orderly  men.  They  complain  very 
much  that  their  business  is  going  to  rack  and  ruin  ; 
when  they  are  away  from  their  shops,  they  say,  impe- 
cunious patriots  come  in  to  purchase  goods  of  their 
wives,  and  promise  to  call  another  day  to  pay  for  them. 
On  Saturday  night  the  butler  reports  1)00  National 
Guards  were  drawn  up  before  his  master's  house,  and 
twenly-five  volunteers  were  demanded  for  a  service  of 
danger.  Alter  some  time  the  twenty-five  stepped  for- 
ward, hut  having  heard  for  what  they  were  wanted, 
eighteen  declined  to  go.  A  British  coachman  who  has 
just  turned  up,  offers  to  carry  letters  through.  He 
seems  a  sharp  plucky  fellow,  and  I  shall  employ  him  as 
soon  as  the  post-office  is  definitely  closed.  British 
coachman  does  not  tliink  much  of  the  citizen  soldiers 
in  Paris.  "  Lor'  bless  you,  sir  I  1  "d  rather  have  10.000 
Englishmen  than  the  lot  of  them.  In  my  stable  I 
make  my  men  obey  me,  but  these  chaps  tliey  don't  seem 
to  care  what  their  hofBcers  says  to  them."  The  Breton 
Mobiles  are  making  pilgrimages  to  the  churches.  I  hear 
the  cvrH  of  Paris  have  divided  the  ramparis  between  them, 
and  are  on  the  fortifi cations — bravoj  curh.  By  the  bye. 
that  fire-eater,  Paul  de  Cassagnac,  has  not  followed  the 
«xample  of  his  brother  Imperial  journalists.  He  en- 
listed as  a  Zouave,  fought  well,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
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at  Sedfln.  He  is  now  employed  by  his  captors  in  makisd^ 
bread,  I  hope  his  hread  will  be  better  than  his  articles.^ 
I  have  been  sitting  with  a  friend  who  commands  a  com- 
pany of  National  Guards.  Friend  tells  me  that  a  lai^ 
number  of  National  Guards  have  run  away  from  Paris, 
and  that  those  who  remain  are  very  indignant  with 
them.  He  requests  me  to  beg  my  countrymen,  if  they 
see  a  sturdy  Monsieur  swelling  it  down  Regent  Street,  to 
kick  him,  OS  he  ought  to  be  defending  his  country.  I 
fulfil  his  request  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  endorse 
it.  At  the  Embassy  this  morning  I  found  Wodehouse 
sitting  like  Patience  on  a  stool,  with  a  number  of  Britons 
round  him,  who  wanted  to  get  off  out  of  Paris.  Wode- 
house  very  justly  told  them  that  Lord  Lyons  had  given 
them  due  notice  to  leav«,  and  tliat  they  bad  chosen  at 
their  own  risk  to  remain.  The  Britons  seemed  to 
imagine  that  their  Embassy  was  bound  to  find  them  a 
road  by  which  they  might  safely  withdraw  from  the  town. 
One  very  important  Briton  was  most  indignant — "  I  am 
a  man  of  wealth  and  position.  I  am  not  accustomed  to 
be  treated  in  tliis  manner.  What  is  the  use  of  you,  sir, 
if  you  cannot  ensure  my  safe  passage  to  England  ?  If  I 
am  killed  the  world  shall  ring  with  it.  I  shall  myself 
make  a  formal  complaint  to  Lord  Granville,''  said  this 
incoherent  and  pompous  donkey.  Exit  man  of  position, 
fuming ;  enter  unprotected  female.  Of  course  she  wag  a 
widow,  of  courae  she  had  lost  half  a  dozen  sons,  of 
course  she  kept  lodgings,  and  of  course  she  wonted 
her  "  hambassader  "  generally  to  take  her  under  his  wing. 
I  left  Wodehouse  explaining  to  her  that  if  she  went  out 
of  Paris  even  with  a  pass,  she  might  or  might  not  be 
shot,  according  to  circumstances.  I  will  saylbr  him  that 
I  should  not  be  as  patient  as  he  is,  were  I  worried  and 
badgered  by  the  hour  h^  a  crowd  of  shrieking  women 
and  silly  men. 
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Bept.  93. — Yesterday  afternoon  we  "  manifested  "  aga'iDst 
peace.  We  "  manifest  "  by  going,  if  we  are  in  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  with  bouquets  at  the  ends  of  our  muskets 
to  deposit  a  crown  of  imvtortelUt  before  the  statue 
of  Strasburg.  If  we  are  unarmed,  we  walk  behind  a 
drum  to  the  statue  and  sing  the  "  Marseillaise."  At  the 
statue  there  is  generally  some  orator  on  a  stool  holding 
forth.  We  occasionally  applauded  him,  but  we  never 
listen  to  him.  After  this  we  go  the  Place  before  the 
Hotel  de  ViUe,  and  we  shout  ■■Point  de  Paix!"  We 
then  march  down  the  Boulevards,  and  go  home  satisfied 
that  we  have  deserved  well  of  our  country.  As  yesterday 
was  the  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  the  First 
Republic,  we  were  in  a  verj-  manifesting  mood.  M. 
Gambetta  issued  proclamations  every  half  hour,  calling 
upon  us,  in  more  or  less  flowery  language,  to  die  for  our 
country.  M.  Arago,  the  Mayor,  followed  suit,  heading 
his  manifestoes  with  the  old  rallying  cry,  "  Libert^, 
Egalile,  Fraternite."  t  suppose  the  French  are  so  con- 
stituted tliat  they  really  cannot  exist  without  processions, 
bouquets  to  statues,  and  grand  phrases.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  this  humbug,  a  large  portion  of  tliem  mean,  I  am 
sure,  to  fight  it  out  They  have  taken  it  into  their  heads 
that  Paris  can  be  successfully  defended,  and  if  it  is  not, 
they  are  determined  that  it  shall  not  be  their  faults.  It 
is  intended,  I  understand,  to  keep  well  beneath  Uie 
cover  of  the  forts,  not  to  nsk  engagements  more  than 
is  necessary— gradually  to  convert  the  splendid  raw 
material  of  the  Mobiles  into  good  soldiers,  by  accustom- 
ing them  to  be  under  fire,  and  then,  if  things  go  well, 
to  fall  on  one  or  other  of  the  Prussian  armies.  It  is 
hoped,  too,  that  the  Pi-ussiau  communications  will  be 
menaced.  Such  is  the  plan,  and  every  one  pretends  to 
believe  that  it  will  succeed ;  whether  they  are  right  or 
wrong  time  will  show. 
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Of  course  I  cannot  be  expected  to  give  aid  and  comfort 
oar  besiegers  b;^  telling  them,  if  they  seise  this  leCter* 
what  is  being  done  inside  to  keep  lliem  out.  But  this 
I  think,  it  will  do  them  no  harm  to  know.  The  Natiooal 
Guard  tnans  tlie  ramparts.  In  the  angles  of  (ha 
bastions  there  are  Moliiles.  At  points  close  by  th« 
ramparts  there  are  reseiTes  of  Mobiles  and  National 
Guards,  ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  both  by  day  and 
night,  to  re-inforce  them.  In  the  centre  of  the  town 
iliere  are  reserves  under  arms.  Outside  the  gates. 
between  the  forts  and  the  ramparts,  troops  are  mass«d 
with  artillery,  and  the  forts  are  well  garrisoned.  A  gen- 
tleman who  has  lately  been  under  a  cloud,  as  he  was  the 
inventor  of  the  Orsini  bombs,  has  severai  thousand  mea 
at  work  on  infernni  machines.  This  magician  assures 
me  that  within  a  week  he  will  destroy  the  German  anuies 
as  completely  as  were  the  Assyrians  who  besieged 
Jerusalem  under  Sennacherib.  He  is  an  enthusiast,  bat 
an  excellent  chemist,  and  I  really  have  hopes  that  ha 
will  before  long  astonish  our  friends  outside. 
It  is  amusing  to  observe  how  every  one  has  entered  into 
the  conspiracy  to  persuade  the  world  that  the  French 
nation  never  desired  war:  to  hear  them,  one  would 
suppose  that  the  Ithine  had  never  been  called  [he  national 
frontier  of  France,  and  that  the  war  had  been  entered 
into  by  Badinguet.  as  they  style  the  late  Emperor,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  army,  the  peasantry,  and  the  bour- 
geoisie. Poor  old  Badinguet  has  enough  to  answer  for 
already,  but  even  sensible  Frenchmen  have  persuaded 
themselves  that  he,  and  he  alone,  is  responsible  for  the 
war.  He  is  absolutely  loathed  here.  1  sometimeB 
surest  to  some  Gaul  that  he  may  possibly  be  back  again 
here,  some  day;  the  Gaul  immediately  rolls  his  eyes, 
clenches  his  lists,  and  swears  that  if  ever  he  returns  to 
^^^aria  he  will  himself  shoot  him. 
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Srpt.  25  (Sunday). — They  could  stand  it  no  longer; 
the  afternoon  wBs  too  fine.  Stem  patriotism  unbent, 
and  tragic  severity  of  demeanour  was  forgotten.  The 
Champs  Elyse^s  and  the  Avenue  de  la  Grand  Armue 
were  full  of  people.  Monsieur  shone  hy  his  absence  ; 
he  was  at  the  ramparts,  or  was  supposed  to  be  there  ;  but 
bis  wife,  bis  children,  his  tonne,  and  bis  kitchen-wench 
issued  forth,  obHvious  aUke  of  dull  care  and  of  bombard- 
ing Prussians,  to  enjoy  themselves  after  their  wont  by 
gossiping  and  lolling  in  the  sun.  The  Strasburg  fetish 
had  its  usual  crowd  of  admirers.  Every  bench  in  the 
Champs  Elysees  wasoccupied.  Guitars  twanged,  organs 
were  ground,  merry-go-rounds  were  in  full  swing, and  had 
it  not  been  that  here  and  there  some  regiment  was  dril- 
ling, one  would  have  supposed  one's  self  in  some  country 
fair.  Tliere  were  but  few  men ;  no  fine  toilets,  no  private 
carriages.  It  was  a  sort  of  Greenwich  Pork.  At  the 
Arc  de  Triomphe  was  a  crowd  tiying  to  discover  what 
was  going  on  upon  the  heights  above  Argenteuil.  Soma 
declared  they  saw  Prussians,  while  otliers  with  opera 
glasses  declared  that  the  supposed  Prussians  were  only 
trees.  In  the  Avenue  de  I'l mperatrice  was  a  large 
crowd  gazing  upon  the  Fort  of  Mont  Valerien.  This 
fort,  because  I  presume  it  is  the  strongest  for  defence, 
is  the  favourite  of  the  Parisians.  They  love  it  as  a 
sailor  loves  his  ship.  "  If  I  were  near  enough."  said  a 
girl  near  me,  "  1  would  kiss  it."  "Let  me  carry  your 
kiss  to  it,"  replied  aMobile,  and  the  pair  embraced,  amid 
the  cheers  of  tlie  people  round  them.  At  Auteuil  there 
were  fiacrei  full  of  sigbt-eeers,  come  to  walch  the  Prus- 
sian batteries  at  Meudon.  which  could  be  distinctly  seen. 
Occasionally,  too.  there  came  a  puff  of  smoke  from  one 
of  the  gunboats  lying  below  Pont  du  Sour. 
j8<pl.  26. ^Do  the  Pmssians  really  mean  to  slane  us 
out?     We  have  a  bread  and  a  meat  maximum,  but  to 


force  a  buicher  to  sell  you  a  cuUet  at  ilie  taiiff  price,  one 
haa  to  go  with  a  corporal's  guard,  which  cannot  always  be 
procureil.  The  GatelU  OgicitlU  contains  a  decree  regu- 
lating the  sole  of  horseflesh.  I  presume,  if  the  siege 
lasts  long  enough,  dogs,  rats,  aud  cats  will  be  tanffed.  I 
have  got  l.OOOf.  with  me,  It  is  impossible  to  dranr  upon 
England,  couaequeutly  1  see  a  moment  coming  when. 
unless  rats  are  reasuuable,  1  tthall  not  be  able  to  afford 
myself  the  luxury  of  one  oftener  than  once  a  week-  When 
I  am  at  the  end  of  my  l.OOOf.  I  shall  become  an  advocate 
for  Felis  Pyafs  public  tables,  at  which,  as  far  as  I  urnler- 
staiiil  his  plou,  those  who  have  money  pay,  and  tbose  who 
have  not,  eat.  How  is  it  all  to  end  ?  In  a  given  time  the 
Parisians  will  eat  themselves  out  and  tire  themselves  out. 
The  credulity  of  the  public  is  as  great  as  ever.  We  are 
told  that  "  France  is  rising,  and  that  iu  a  few  weeks  three 
armies  will  throw  themselves  on  the  Prussians,  who  ate 
already  utterly  disorganized."  In  vain,  I  ask,  "  But  what 
if  these  three  armies  do  not  make  their  appearance?" 
I  am  regarded  as  an  idiot  for  venturing  to  discredit  n 
notorious  fact.  If  I  dared,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to 
some  of  my  warlike  friends,  that  a  town  which  eimplj 
defends  itself  by  shutting  its  gates,  firing  into  space, 
and  waiting  for  apocryphal  armies,  is  not  acting  a  T«iy 
heroic  pari. 

The  Mobiles,  who  receive  1  franc  50  centimes  a  day,  com- 
plain that  they  are  unable  to  support  themselves  on  this 
pittance.  The  conduct  of  these  peasants  is  above  all 
pruae.  Physically  and  morally  they  are  greatly  the 
superiors  of  the  ordinary  run  of  Parisians,  'i'bey  are 
quiet,  orderly,  and,  as  a  rule,  even  devout.  Yesterday  I 
went  into  the  Madeleine,  where  some  service  was  going 
on.  It  was  full  of  Mobiles  listening  to  the  prayers  of 
the  priesL  The  Breton  rtginienls  are  accompanied  by 
their  priests,  who  bless  them  before  tliey  go  on  duty. 
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the  Parisians  vrere  not  ro  thorougfaly  coBceited,  one 
might  hope  that  the  presence  of  these  villagers  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  them,  and  show  them  that 
the  Frenchmen  out  of  Paris  are  worth  more  than  those 
within  it.  The  generation  of  Parisians  which  hasarrived  at 
manhood  during  the  existence  of  the  Empire  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  contemptible  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  If 
one  of  these  worthies  is  rich  enough,  his  dream  has  been 
to  keep  a  mistrees  in  splendour ;  if  this  has  been  above 
his  meantj,  he  has  all«mptcd  to  hang  on  to  some  wealthy 
vaiirieit.  The  number  of  persons  without  available 
means  who  somehow  managed  to  live  on  the  fat  of  the 
land  without  ever  doing  a  single  day's  honest  work,  had 
become  enormous.  Most  of  them  have,  on  some  pretext 
or  other,  sneaked  out  of  Paris.  One  sees  now  very  few 
ribbons  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  notwithstanding  the 
reckless  profusion  with  which  thia  oi-der  was  lavished ; 
the  Emperor's  flock,  marked  with  the  red  streak,  have 
disappeai-ed. 

Sept.  30. — I  went  this  morning  into  a  shop,  the  proprietor 
of  which,  a  bootmaker,  I  have  long  known,  and  I  lis- 
tened with  interest  to  the  conversation  of  this  worthy 
man  with  some  of  bis  neighbours  who  had  dropped  in  to 
have  a  gossip,  and  to  congratulate  him  on  his  martial 
achievements,  as  he  had  been  on  guard  in  a  bastion. 
Wo  first  discussed  why  the  Army  of  the  Loire  had  not 
arrived,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
engaged  in  rallying  Bazaine.  "  I  should  like  to  read 
your  English  newspapers  now,"  said  one  ;  "  your  Timet 
told  us  we  ought  to  cede  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  its  editor 
must  now  acknowledge  that  Paris  is  now  invincible." 
I  told  him  that  I  felt  convinced  that  he  did  so  regularly 
every  morning.  "No  peace,"  shouted  a  little  iiulor,  who 
had  been  prancing  about  on  an  imaginary  steed,  killing 
imaginary  Prussians ;  ■'  we  have  made  a  pact  with  death  : 
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the  world  knows  now  what  are  the  consequeDces  oE 
attacking  us."  The  all-absorbing  question  of  subsistence 
then  came  up,  and  some  one  remarked  that  beef  would 
give  out  sooner  than  mutton.  "We  must 
observed  a  jolly-looking  grocer,  "to  vanquish  the  pre- 
judices of  our  stomach.  Even  those  who  do  not  like 
mutton  must  make  the  Bacriiice  of  their  taste  to  their 
country."  I  mildly  suggested  that  perhaps  in  a  few 
weeks  the  stomachs  wliich  had  a  prejudice  against  rats 
would  have  to  overcome  it.  At  this  the  countenances  of 
the  gossips  fell  considerably,  when  the  bootmaker,  after 
mysteriously  closing  the  door,  whispered,  "  A  secret  was 
confided  to  me  this  morning  by  an  intimate  friend  of 
General  Trochu.  There  is  a  tunnel  which  connects 
Paris  with  the  provinces,  and  through  it  flocks  and  herds 
are  entering  the  town."  This  news  cheered  us  up 
amazingly.  My  bootmaker's  wife  came  in  to  help  him 
off  with  his  military  accoutrements;  so,  with  a  compli- 
ment about  Venus  disarming  Mars,  I  withdrew  in  com- 
pany with  an  American,  who  had  gone  into  the  shop 
with  nie.  This  American  ia  a  sort  of  transatlantic 
Bunsly.  He  talks  little,  but  thinks  much.  His  sole  ' 
observation  to  me  as  we  walked  away  was  this,  "  They 
will  squat,  sir ;  mark  my  words,  they  will  squat."  I 
received  this  oracular  utterance  with  respect,  and  I  leave 
it  to  others  to  solve  its  meaning.  I  am  myself  a  person 
of  singular  credulity,  but  even  I  sometimes  ask  myself 
whether  all  I  hear  and  read  can  be  true.  Was  there 
really,  as  all  the  newspapers  this  morning  inform  me.  & 
meeting  last  Sunday  in  London  of  400,000  persons,  who 
were  addressed  by  eminent  M.P.'s,  by  the  principal 
merchants  and  owners  of  manufactories  in  England,  at 
which  resolutions  were  adopted  denouncing  the  Queen, 
and  calling  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  either  to  retire  from 
office  or  to  declare  war  against  Prussia  ? 
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Oct.  10, — Having  nothing  particularly  to  boast  of  to-day, 
the  newspapers  request  tlie  world  to  be  good  enough  to 
turn  its  eyes  upon  Gambetta  traversing  space  in  a 
balloon.  A  nation  whose  Minister  is  capable  of  this 
hemic  Teat  must  eventually  drive  the  enemy  from  its  8oil. 
The  Figaro,  in  fact,  hints  that  in  all  probability  peace 
will  be  signed  at  Berlin  at  no  very  distant  date.  The 
Gauloii,  a  comparatively  eensibte  newspaper,  thus  deals 
with  this  atrial  voyage  ;- — •'  As  the  balloon  passed  above 
the  Prussian  armies,  amid  the  clouds  and  the  birds,  the 
old  William  probably  turned  to  Bismarck,  and  asked, 
'  What  is  that  black  point  in  the  sky?'  'It  is  a  Minister,' 
replied  Bismarck;  'it  is  th«  heroic  Gambetta.  on  his 
way  to  the  Loire.  In  Paris  he  named  prefects  ;  on  the 
l,oire  he  will  assemble  battalions,'  Favourable  winds 
wa^ed  the  balloon  on  her  course;  perhaps  Gambetta 
landed  at  Cabors,  his  nalal  town,  perhaps  somewhere 
else— perhaps  in  the  arms  of  Cremieux,  that  aged  lion. 
To-morrow  the  provinces  will  resound  with  his  voice, 
which  will  mingle  with  the  rattling  of  arms  and  the 
sound  of  drums.  Like  a  ti-umpet,  it  wilt  peal  along  the 
Loire,  inflaming  hearts,  forming  battalions,  and  causing 
the  manes  of  St.  Just  and  Desmoulins  to  rise  from  their 
graves." 

Nov.  1-1.— The  ration  of  fresh  meat  is  now  reduced  iii  al- 
most all  the  an'ondissementa  to  30  grammes  a  head. 
There  is  no  difficulty,  however,  in  obtaining  for  money 
any  quantity  of  it  in  the  restaurants.  In  the  bouillons 
only  one  portion  is  served  to  each  customer.  Cats  have 
risen  in  the  market — a  good  fat  one  now  costs  10  francs. 
Those  that  remain  are  exceedingly  wild.  These  saga- 
cious animals  seem  to  have  remarked  a  murderous  in- 
tention in  the  eyes  of  their  former  friends.  This  morn- 
ing I  had  a  tiilmis  of  rats— it  was  excellent- something 
I   frog  and  rabbit.     I  breakfasted  with  the  cor- 
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respondents  of  two  of  your  con  temporaries.  One  of 
liiem,  after  a  certain  amount  of  hesitation,  allowed  me 
to  help  bira  to  a  leg  of  a  rat ;  afler  eating  it  he  was  as 
anxious  as  a  terrier  for  more.  The  latter,  however, 
aoomfuUy  refused  to  Bhare  in  the  repast.  As  he  got 
through  his  portion  of  salted  horse,  which  rejoiced  in  the 
name  of  beef,  he  regarded  us  with  horror  and  disgust.  I 
remember,  when  I  was  in  Egypt,  that  my  feelings  towards 
the  natives  were  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  when  I 
saw  them  eating  rat.  The  older  one  grows  the  more 
tolerant  one  becomes.  If  ever  I  am  again  in  Paris  I 
shall  eat  the  national  dish  whenever  I  get  a  chance. 
During  the  siege  of  Londonderry  rats  sold  for  7g.  each, 
and  if  this  siege  goes  on  many  weeks  longer,  the  utmost 
which  a  person  of  moderate  means  will  be  able  to  allow 
himself  will  be  an  occasional  mouse.  I  was  curious  to 
see  whether  the  proprietor  of  the  restaurant  would  boldly 
call  rat,  rat  in  my  bill.  His  heart  failed  him — it  figures 
as  H  ialmi  of  game. 
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While  Paris  was  thus  helpless,  fortress  after  foitress  was  | 
fiilling.  The  capitulation  of  Soissons,  Verdun,  Scbelestodt, 
and  Neu  Breisach  were  followed  by  those  of  Toul,  Stnas- 
bnrg,  and  Metz.  The  troops  set  at  liberty  by  the  earliest  of  I 
these  surrenders  were  sent  southwards  under  General  Wer- 
der,  to  keep  in  check  the  forces  which,  atBelfort.  Besanfon, 
and  Lyons,  were  preparing  to  march  against  the  communi- 
cations of  the  German  army  near  the  Vosges.  General 
Werder  did  not  advance  beyond  Dijon,  where,  however,  in 
a  position  of  observation,  his  army  did  eicellenl  service.  It 
was  to  this  part  of  France  that  General  Garibaldi  was  sent 
by  M.  Gambetta.  immediately  on  his  arrival  to  offer  his 
BWord  to  the  Republic.  The  General's  operations  did  not 
at  once  satisfy  the  eicpectations  which  his  arrival  had  raised. 
Differences  arose  between  him  and  the  neighbouring  French 
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generals ;  and  he  himseir  appears  to  have  expected  rather  to 
have  a  regularly  orgaoized  army  corps  placed  at  his  disposal 
than  to  be  left  to  make  the  most  of  a  misceilaoeous  assem- 
hlage  of  irregular  troops.  The  infirm  state  of  his  health, 
moreover,  disqualified  him  for  the  fatigues  of  an  active  cam- 
paign. His  sons,  however,  were  with  him,  and  his  presence 
inspired  in  others  the  enthusiasiu  which  prompts  to  daring 
deeds.  The  first  blow  which  informed  the  Germans  in  that 
port  of  France  that  an  active  euemy  was  near  them  was 
struck  by  Ricciotti  Garibaldi,  under  the  circumstances  de- 
scribed in  the  following  letter,  dated — - 

Montbard,  Cote  d'Or,  Noii.  20. — On  leaving  Semur  by  dili- 
gence this  afternoon  we  passed  through  a  long  range  of 
hills  which  bounds  the  town  on  the  northern  side.  The 
road  then  passes  through  a  country  where  one  sees 
scarcely  any  other  trees  but  poplars  and  willow-stumps. 
Apple  and  pear  trees,  however,  in  many  places  grow 
beside  the  road,  but  the  vine  is  only  cultivated  in  little 
batches,  few  and  far  between.  Heifers  had  been  turned 
out  to  grass,  and  were  browsing  along  with  the  cows, 
tended  by  children  in  the  different  pasture-fields  with 
which  tlie  country  abounds.  Eul  we  had  left  far  behind 
us  the  poultry,  donkeys,  and  the  long-legged,  lean-look- 
ing pigs,  which  seem  to  be  the  principal  fai-m  produce 
in  the  country  which  lies  between  Autun  and  Saulieu.  It 
was  Sunday.  At  the  different  villages  through  which  we 
passed  the  peasantry  swarmed  in  the  streets — the  men 
in  their  Sunday  hats  and  blouses,  and  the  women  in  clean 
white  caps.  Many  had  left,  their  houses  and  were 
gathered  in  groups  along  the  high  road,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  Prussian  prisoners.  On  reaching  the  town 
of  Montbard,  the  road  passes  through  tlie  railway  bridge, 
parallel  with  which  is  the  canal  running  at  the  foot  of  a 
little  hill,  from  the  crown  of  which,  out  of  the  midst  of 
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&  vinoA  of  fir-trees,    rises   the    tower  of   the  Cbilteau  of 
Monlbard.  better  known  as  the  Chateau  of  Buffon,  where 

the  celebrated  naturalist  composed  all  his  works. 

We  reached  Montbard  at  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
noon,  and  found  at  the  very  entrance  tJie  streets 
with  the  National  Guard,  behind  whom  were  a  compact 
crowd  waiting  to  see  the  prisoners  pass  on  their  way  to 
Somur.  The  diligence  set  me  down  at  the  entrance  to 
the  town,  and  elbowing  my  way  through  the  crowd  u 
best  I  could,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  Colonel  Ricciutti's 
he  ad -quarters.  He  had  been  breakfasting  at  the  Hotel 
de  la  Poste  with  the  commanders  of  llie  different  com- 
panies of  Franca-lireurs.  and  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
see  me.  After  introducing  me  to  his  companions,  he 
exclaimed  in  French — •'  These  journalists  beat  every- 
thing I  ever  saw.  I  hardly  thought  the  news  could  hoTe 
reached  A u tun.  and  here's  a  reporter,  whom  I  thought 
with  my  father,  ready  to  take  everything  down."  While 
we  were  talking  over  the  events  of  the  previous  day  on 
officer  came  to  say  that  the  prisoners  were  about  to  leave 
for  Semur.  I  therefore  went  down  to  have  a  look  at 
them.  They  were  all  in  carta,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
was  a  quantity  of  straw,  and  were  escorted  by  the  Nk- 
tional  Guards  of  Semur,  who  marched  on  either  side. 
As  1  foresaw  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  evening,  and  that 
of  this  afternoon,  dated  from  Semur,  tlie  information 
respecting  the  fighting  at  Chiitillon  was  very  much  ex- 
aggerated, but  the  affair  was,  notwithstanding,  both  bril- 
liant and  clever,  and  eveiy  praise  is  due  to  the  gallant 
young  colonel,  who,  although  the  youngest  in  our  army, 
has  nevertheless  made  the  first  stroke,  and  a  very  daring 
one  it  was.  Here  is  the  account  of  the  action  which  ha 
has  just  handed  me: — 

On  the   ITih  he  was  at  Saulieu,  and  while  there  receired 
information  that   800    Germans,  belonging  to  the  7th. 
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Army  Corps,  1 1th  Divifiion,  STth  Infantry  Brigade,  and  3rd 
Landwehr  Regiment,  were  quartered  at  Chatillon,  which 
lies  at  about  thirty  kilometres  Trom  here,  and  eighty  kilo- 
metres N.W.  of  Dijon,  on  the  road  to  Troyes.  Ricciotli 
had  with  him  5i;0  men,  composed  of  the  Chasseurs  du 
Doubs,  the  Chasseurs  du  Havre,  t]ie  Chasseurs  de  Lis&re. 
the  Chasseurs  de  la  Haute  Savoie,  the  Chasseurs  de 
DJle.  the  Chasseurs  dea  Alpes,  and  the  Francs-tireura 
des  Vosges.  He  immediately  ordered  a  forced  march  to 
Montbard,  forty-two  kilometres  distant.    He  reached  this 

'  place  dm-ing  the  night,  and  the  following  morning  set 
out  for  Culmier-le-Sec.  where  he  arrived  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  At  Culmier-le-Sec  he  rested  his  men, 
and  at  one  o'clock  in  the  luoming  he  marched  towards 
Chatillon.  At  &.30  a.m.  he  arrived  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  town,  and  immediately  divided  his  troops 
into  two  corps,  one  being  sent  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
western  side,  on  the  road  to  Tonnerre,  while  the  other 
attacked  on  the  southern  side.  Eighty  men — the  Francs- 
tireurg  of  the  Haute  Savoie — were  then  despatched  to 
surround  the  Hotel  de  la  Cute    d'Or,   where   Colonel 

'  Ricciotti  knew  the  Staff  officers  wei-e  lodged.  The  attack 
was  commenced  by  surprising  the  enemy's  foreposts  and 
the  sentinels.  A  little  before  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  Colonel  entered  the  town  at  the  heail  of  his  troops, 
and  fighting  then  commenced.  The  war-cry  was 
Garibaldi !  Garibaldi  I  Almost  all  the  German  soldiei-s 
were  in  bed,  eo  that  an  immense  number  were  made 
prisoners  in  the  houses,  tlie  doora  of  which  were  forced 
open.  The  remainder  rushed  out  only  half-dressed, 
with  whatever  arms  they  managed  lo  lay  their  hands  on, 
and  as  they  appeared  in  the  street  were  shot  down.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  Francs-tireurs  of  the  Haute  Savoie 

'  had  surrounded  the  Hotel  de  la  Citte  d'Or,  and  surprised 
the  officers  in  bed.     The  greater  portion  of  them  were 
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made  prisoners,  but  several  desperately  defended  them- 
selves and  were  killed.  Shortly  after  Ricciotti  and  his 
men  entered  Chdtillon  couriers  on  horseback  were  de- 
spatched by  the  enemy  in  the  directions  of  Chaumont 
and  Laignes. 

Afier  thirty  minutes'  fighting  a  considerable  number  of  the 
enemy  abandoned  the  town,  escaping  along  the  high 
road  tovrards  Chaumont.  The  remainder,  vrho  had  re- 
covered from  their  surprise,  concentrated  themselves  in 
Uie  Town  Hall,  which  Colonel  Ricciotti  decided  on  not 
attacking,  tlia  enemy  holding  a  tolerably  strong  position, 
and  he  not  wishing  to  lose  men,  his  force  being  small. 
Besides,  news  came  that  4.000  Prussians  were  at  Laigoes. 
and  ]  ,100  on  the  road  between  Chaumont  and  Chatillou. 
and  it  was  feared  that  reinforcements  would  arrive  before 
the  Town  Hall  could  be  captured. 

I  should  mention  hero  that  of  the  560  men  who  vai 
with  Bicciotti  from  Sauiieu,  150  had  been  sent  out  recoi 
nuitring,  so  that  in  reality  he  made  the  attack  with  onlj' 
410  men.  while  the  enemy  numbered  800. 

After  holding  tlie  town  for  precisely  one  hour  and  a  quarter, 
news  came  to  the  effect  that  the  German  troops,  already 
signalled  on  the  road  from  Chaumont  to  ChStiUon,  were 
onlySJ  kilometres  distant.  Colonel  Ricciotti  at  once 
ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  executed  in  the  most  per- 
fect order,  tlie  Francs- tire urs  carrying  along  with  them 
107  prisoners,  among  whom  were  eleven  officers,  as  well 
as  sixty-two  horses,  four  carriages,  saddles,  and  harness : 
arms,  such  as  sabres,  revolvere,  and  needle-gun  rifles  ;  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  several  cases  of  German  cigars. 
and  boxes  of  papers  and  letters  belonging  to  the  Staff. 
The  enemy's  losses  in  killed  and  wounded  are  calculated 
at  more  than  100,  among  whom  two  colonels  and  two 
majors  were  killed :  one  of  the  colonels  was  the  German 
prefect  of  the  town.     From  the  state  of  his  helmet  it 
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would  eeem  that  he  had  been  shot  right  tbrouyh  tbe 
head,  for  the  back  shows  distinctly  the  place  where  the 
ball  came  out.  Our  losses  were  ihree  killed  and  twelve 
wounded,  hut  one  of  these  is  yery  dangerously  Imrt,  and 
not  likely  to  live  for  more  than  a  few  hours. 

The  good  fortune  of  the  Garibaldians  was.  however,  soon 
to  suffer  a  check.  The  Special  CorreBpondent  with  Gari- 
baldi wrote  from  Autun,  on  tlie  28th  of  November: — 
At  Somberum.  at  eight  o'clock  in  tlieevening,  J  was  awa- 
kened hy  very  disagreeable  news.  General  Bosak  and 
his  troops  hod  been  attacked  hy  the  enemy  in  the  course 
of  the  morning;  he  had  been  abandoned  by  tbe  Mobile 
Guard,  who  fled  without  tiring  a  shot,  and  the  General 
had  been  consequently  forced  to  retreat  with  something 
like  eighty  men,  who  remained  with  him.  Thinking  it 
extremely  likely  that  Ricciotti's  brigade  might  be  called 
up,  I  had  my  horse  saddled,  and  went  to  Pont-Pagnier, 
where  I  arrived  just  as  Colonel  Bicciotti  received  an 
order  to  move  forward  with  his  brigade  to  Lantenay,  10 
kilometres  from  Pouf^Pagnier.  and  about  23  from  Dijon. 
We  set  out  at  the  appointed  hour  along  a  road  across  the 
bills,  and  reached  Lantenay  early  in  the  morning.  The 
village  of  Lantenay  is  very  small — ISO  inhabitants;  so 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  had  had  to  pass  the 
night  in  the  fields  round  camp-fires.  On  arriving  at  bead- 
quarters,  which  were  in  on  olJ  chateau  on  the  hill.  I  learnt 
that  the  General  and  his  Staff  were  out  reconnoitring. 
I  went  out  into  the  street,  and  found  Major  Erbe,  of  the 
Tanars  Legion,  on  horseback.  The  Major  told  me  that 
all  the  troops  were  being  set  in  motion.  Although  I 
had  not  eaten  since  twelve  o'clock  on  the  previous  day, 
this  was  no  moment  to  think  of  breakfasting.  With  the 
leg  of  a  turkey  in  one  hand  and  a  piece  of  bread  in  the 
other,    I    mounted  my  horse  and  galloped  up   the  hill 
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wilhout  asking  for  any  further  mformation.  When 
reached  the  plaiu  on  the  suinoiit  of  die  hill  betiiod  Lt 
tenay,  the  troops  were  coming  up  the  road.  At  1-2.30 
ihey  bad  all  arrived,  and  were  drawn  up  at  the  sido  of 
the  wood.  From  the  i)liiteftU  we  could  distinguish  the 
enemy  plainly  enough  drawn  up  on  tbe  rising  groimd 
immediately  behind  the  village  of  Trenoia.  From  a 
battery  on  tlie  hills  behind  us,  beyond  the  valley  of 
Ouehe.  the  enemy  were  firing — evidently  a  feint  to 
attract  our  attention  from  the  movement  in  tlie  directioa 
of  Prenois.  I  had  ridden  out  to  two  mounted  scouts 
who  were  observing  the  enemy's  movements  from  iho 
extremity  of  the  plain.  Suddenly  on  the  left  of  tlia 
village  we  saw  two  or  three  black  spots  en  the  horizon. 
We  at  first  took  them  for  scouts,  who  bad  been  sent  out 
to  reconnoitre,  but  a  tninute  or  two  afterwards  they 
changed  into  a  black  mass  two  or  three  inches  long. 
Tbis  was  evidently  a  German  column  advancing.  We 
waited  for  a  few  minutes  until  we  saw  tlie  black  line 
getting  bigger  and  bigger,  and  I  then  rode  back  with  the 
scouts  to  inform  the  General,  Garibaldi  was  breakfasting. 
He  immediately  mounted  his  horse  and  proceeded  to 
draw  up  his  troops  in  line  of  battle.  The  artillery  was 
placed  on  rising  ground  on  the  left,  Francs-tireurs  were 
sent  into  the  wood  on  the  right,  and  the  column  ordered 
to  advance.  The  Garibaldians  of  the  Tanara  Legion  were, 
I  believe,  on  the  left,  the  Francs-Urcurs  on  the  right,  the 
Genoese  in  the  centre,  and  the  Mobile  Garde  behind.  I 
was  BO  far  in  front  with  tbe  Staff,  which  moved  about  all 
day  between  tbe  skirmishers  and  the  bulk  of  the  army, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  different  uni- 
forms of  the  troops.  Our  batteries  opened  fire  a  little 
after  one,  and  were  answered  by  the  Germans  from  the 
-iaing  ground  behind  Prenois.  Tbe  German  cannon-ballft 
Btled  over  our  heads,  but  did  us  very  little  harm,  and 
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our  right  wing  contimied  to  ailvance  in  excellent  order. 
Presenily  an  aide-de-camp  was  despatched  to  tlie  rear,  to 
order  an  advance  on  all  the  line.  At  this  moment  the 
General  and  his  Siaff  were  on  the  right,  a  considerable 
distance  in  front,  Tuiuing  back  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
to  see  if  the  order  had  been  executed,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Cela/ait  plaiiir  to  see  an'arm^  of  the  Republic  advanc- 
ing like  that."  At  about  a  quarter  to  two  the  enemy 
fired  a  few  howitaer-shells,  none  of  which,  however, 
reached  us.  Suddenly  the  General,  who  had  been  watch- 
hig  the  German  column  through  a  field-glass,  turned  to 
his  Staff,  and  exclaimed,  "They  are  retreaiing!  "  and 
then,  calling  the  captain  of  the  Tth  Chasseurs  d'Afriquc, 
he  said,  "Go  and  see  if  jou  cannot  pick  op  a  few 
stragglers."  We  had  now  advanced  to  the  verge  of  the 
first  hollow,  and  from  the  higli  ground  above  we  had  an 
admirable  view  of  the  charge  be!ow.  The  cavaln',  thirty- 
nine  in  number,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Canzio,  Gari- 
baldi's son-in-law,  and  Captain  Tiruni,  galloped  afier 
the  enemy,  who  were  running  away  over  the  Idgh  ground 
beyond  Prenois,  To  get  at  iheni.  however,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  by  a  wall  close  to  the  village,  and  behind 
this  the  Germans  had  placed  twenty  or  thirty  men  to 
protect  tlieir  retreat.  When  the  cavalry  had  arrived  to 
within  a  few  yards  of  tlie  wall,  they  were  received  with 
three  volleys  of  musketry.  Not  one  oflheni  turned  back. 
They  merely  changed  their  course,  and  galloped  up  to 
the  wall.  Unfortunately  it  was  too  high  for  tlie  horses 
to  jump,  and  while  they  turned  to  get  round  at  ihe  otlier 
side  tlie  Germans  behind  it  managed  to  escape.  The 
niost  extraordinary  thing  was  that  ihe  discharges  only 
killed  eight  horses  and  wounded  three  men.  A  few 
minutes  later  the  Garibaldi  axis,  led  by  Colonel  Tanara 
and  Major  Erbe,  entered  Prenois,  and  were  received  with 
loud  ond  repeated  cries  of  "Vivenlles  Garibaldians  !  " 


Five  minutes  afterwards  we  were  far  ahead,  galloptDg  b^ 
tbe  few  dead  bodies  that  were  sottered  here  and  there 
over  the  battle-field.  We  were  now  on  the  verge  of  a 
second  hollow.  Before  us  was  tlio  last  high  ground. 
which  seemed  to  run  perfectly  horizontal  from  west  to 
east.  Before  us,  on  the  lefL,  was  a  second  village,  and 
on  our  right  a  wood,  extending  to  the  top  of  the  rising 
ground,  bordered  the  hollow.  The  Germans  were  evi- 
dently getting  away  as  fast  as  they  could,  for  we  saw 
nothing  more  of  them.  But,  with  the  sang-froid  which 
is  characteristic  of  a  well -d is ciplined  army,  they  defended 
the  ground,  aud  covered  their  retreat  on  every  favourable 
occasion.  Our  left,  which  was  a  long  way  ahead, 
stopped  while  our  right,  backed  up  by  the  Mobile 
Guard,  was  ordered  to  advance  along  the  side  of 
the  wood  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  attacking  us  in 
that  direction,  for,  ns  we  could  not  see  the  road  they 
had  taken,  we  were  undecided  as  to  whether  they 
had  turned  to  the  right  or  gone  straight  ahead.  Pre- 
sently, however,  we  saw  that  tliey  had  estobiisbed  a 
batteiy  on  the  high  ground  before  us,  which  opened  a 
rapid  fire  upon  our  advancing  columns.  Nothing, 
however,  stopped  our  advance ;  our  cannon  answered 
theirs  from  the  incline  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
hollow,  and  after  ten  minutes'  firing  we  saw  their 
artillery  make  off.  When  we  reached  the  top  of  tlie 
rising  ground  we  found  ourselves  upon  the  road  from 
Paris  to  Dijon,  where  we  waited  while  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  came  up.  It  was  now  raining  hard.  The 
General,  who  had  been  on  horseback  all  day,  was  tired, 
the  more  so  as  his  horse  had  fallen  with  him  early  in 
tbe  afternoon.  A  carriage  was  procured  at  a  neiglibour- 
ing  house.  The  General,  accompanied  by  Colonel 
CanBio,  got  into  it,  and,  surrounded  by  the  officers  of  bia 
Staff,  placed  himself  at  tlie  head  of  the  column.     Three 
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spies,  dressed  as  peasants,  vera  then  sent  forward  with 
inslnictiona  to  tell  the  enemy  that  we  were  advancing 
along  the  road  in  force  with  cavalrj-  and  artillery.  We 
gave  them  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  get  ahead,  and  tlie 
column  was  then  set  in  motion,  a  few  cavaliy  scouts 
being  sent  in  front,  and  the  General  and  his  Staff  at 
the  head  of  the  column.  We  had  marched  for  about 
ten  minutes  without  seeing  or  hearing  anything  of  the 
enemy,  when  we  came  to  the  spot  where  the  road 
to  Dijon  turns  to  the  right.  Five  hundred  yards 
farther  on  the  General's  carriage  drew  up  on  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  road,  &nd  the  advanced  guard  was  sent 
forward.  It  was  now  quite  dark,  the  sky  was  as  black 
as  coal,  but  not  far  ahead  on  the  left  we  saw  the  light 
which  rose  from  Dijon,  and  illuminated  the  sky  above. 
The  advanced  guard  had  been  gone  about  five  minutes, 
other  troops  had  followed,  when  suddenly  the  reports  of 
two  needle-guns  were  heard.  These  were  followed  by 
several  others,  and  we  then  knew  that  our  advanced 
guard  had  reached  the  Prussian  outposts.  The  order 
given  to  the  troops  had  been  "  Do  not  fire ;  use  your 
bai'onets,  and  we  shall  sleep  at  Dijon  to-night." 
Hardly  two  or  three  minutes  after  the  first  discharge 
there  came  a  regular  shower  of  bullets,  which  whistled 
about  our  ears  in  a  most  unpleasant  fashion.  The  only 
thing  that  surprises  me  is  that  twn-thii-ds  were  not  killed. 
The  General's  caniage  was  betide  the  high  road,  sur- 
rounded by  the  officers  of  his  Staff,  and  yet  by  the  most 
miraculous  chance  not  one  was  killed,  or  even  hurt. 
"  It  'a  getting  hot,"  said  an  officer  beside  me.  He  had 
hardly  uttered  the  last  word  when  there  came  a  second 
shower  of  lead,  and  then  a  third.  This  time  we  all  leant 
over  our  horses'  necks.  Fortunately  for  us  the  Prussian 
fire  was  very  high,  and  consequently  almost  all  the  balls 
passed  over  our   heads,      Sewera!   of  my   companions. 
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however,  had  their  kepis  grazed  and  their  cloaks  pierced. 
ColoDel  Bordone's  horse  got  a  ball  in  its  nose,  but  no 
one  was  wounded.  Our  troops  continued  to  advance. 
In  front  were  the  Italians,  the  Chasseurs  des  Alpes,  and 
several  other  companies  of  Francs-tireurs.  Presently  we 
found  ourselves  almost  alone  beside  the  roaxl.  Ahead 
we  still  heard  ihe  burr  of  tlie  mitrailleuses,  but  none  of 
the  balls  reached  us.  It  was  evident  from  this  that  thd 
enemy's  batteries  had  retreated.  Immediately  behind 
us  were  our  two  batteries  of  artilleiy,  and  behind  ttieia 
the  remainder  of  our  troops.  An  aide-de-camp  was  sent 
to  bring  them  up,  and  as  after  two  or  three  minutes 
DO  one  appeared  on  tlie  scene  of  action,  a  second  was 
despatched.  I  accompanied  the  third,  to  see  what  was 
the  matter.  On  arriving  at  the  end  of  our  line  of 
artillery  we  found  the  Mobile  Guard,  many  of  whom! 
pretended  that  the  road  was  encumbered  by  the  cannonl 
and  ammunition  waggons.  "Where  are  the  officers  ?"  fl 
exclaimed  the  aide-de-camp.  No  one  answered;  several 
of  them  had  hidden  tlieir  heads  in  the  hoods  of  their 
cloaks.  After  a  deal  of  difficulty  a  few  ofiiuers  were 
found,  and  the  Mobiles  were  set  in  motion,  advancing 
towards  the  front  on  either  side  of  the  artillery.  The 
Staff  officers  moved  on  a  considerable  distimce  with 
them,  and  did  all  they  could  la  encourage  them.  There 
was  singing  of  the  "Marseillaise"  and  cries  of  "  Vi»»  J 
la  Rcpublique!"  and  when  we  drew  up  our  horses  beside  ■ 
the  road  for  the  second  time  we  thought  that  all  was  1 
right.  Then  there  canie  a  second  shower  of  lead,  which, 
like  those  which  we  had  already  experienced,  passed 
either  over  our  heads  or  beside  us.  The  Mobile  Guard 
were  so  terror-stricken  that  some  threw  themselves 
flat  on  ihe  ground,  while  others  leapt  into  the  ditches 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  without  receiving  any  order 
a  that  effect.     This  lost  fire  was  followed  by  a  deadly 
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silence,  which  was  only  broken  hy  a  few  musbetij  shota 
far  ahead.     The  Mobiles,  in  tbrowmg  themselves  on  the 

ground, had  woundedeachoiherwithllieirbayonets.  This 
naturally  produced  considerable  confusion  in  the  ranlis  ; 
getting  up  again,  ihey  continued  their  cluniBiness.  Some 
were  wounded  in  the  feet ;  others  in  the  legs  ;  otliers  in 
the  hands  and  arms ;  and  others  in  the  back.  1  have 
since  seen  many  of  the  wounded,  and  am  therefore  able 
to  guarantee  this  statement  When  the  Mobiles  had 
risen  from  the  ground,  they  brought  their  rifles  to  their 
shoulders,  and,  alihough  they  had  been  expressly  ordered 
to  use  their  bayonets  only,  fired.  A  large  portion  of  uur 
troops  nere  a  considerable  distance  ahead,  and  they  of 
course  received  the  volley.  You  can  easily  form  an  idea 
of  the  confusion  that  ensued.  The  Italians  and  Fraucs- 
tireurs,  who  up  to  the  present  bad  sustained  the  German 
fire  with  admirable  coolness,  imagined  that  they  v»ere 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  the  rear.  Many  of  them 
evidently  thought  that  lliey  were  cnt  off  from  the  other 
portion  of  the  army,  and  did  ibeir  best  to  reach  it.  The 
Mobiles,  seeing  men  coming  towards  them,  tui-ned  tail 
and  fled.  Persuasion  and  menaces  were  alike  powerless 
to  bring  them  back.  When  iind  words  had  failed,  the 
officers  of  the  Staff  drew  their  swords  and  struck  them 
over  the  back  with  the  flat  part,  but  the  cowardly  mass 
dodged  them  and  fled  into  (he  fields.  Then  a  certain 
number  of  aides-de-camp  galloped  to  the  head  of  the 
colutnn.  and  implored  the  men  to  return;  but  ihey 
obstinately  hastened  along  the  road  with  their  backs 
turned  to  the  enemy.  The  retreat  now  became  general. 
Garibaldi  and  his  Siatf  were  left  almost  alone,  surrounded 
only  by  the  7th  Chasseurs  d'Afrique  and  the  Italians. 
If  at  this  moment  llie  enemy  had  sent  500  horsemen 
after  us,  half  of  our  army  would  have  been  either  made 
prisoners  or  cut  to  pieces.     Fortunately  for  us  the  Ger- 
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mans  Beamed  to  be  contented  with  liaving  driven  us  back 
and  did  not  seem  to  liave  any  idea  of  the  advantage  C 
bad  gained. 


j 


The  supplies  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  vast  ■ 
besieging  Paris  were  only  partially  drawn  from  Germanjr 
Every  day  the  roads  leading  to  the  capital  for  a  distiuic< 
of  fifty  or  sixty  miles  fi-om  the  citj-  were  traversed  by  numer 
ous  herds  and  flocks  obtained  by  "  requisitions,"  which  wew 
made  beyond  the  limits  of  the  devastation  ordered  by  the 
French  Goveraoient.  Three  weeks  after  Paris  had  beer 
shut  in,  the  first  serious  resistance  to  the  columns  sent  oai 
to  make  reqnisitions  was  encountered  by  a  Prussian  force 
at  Toury,  fifty-four  miles  on  the  road  to  Orleans.  Th( 
defeat  of  a  Prussian  column  of  !i,500  men  on  the  Bth'  o! 
October  led  to  the  despatch  of  an  Army  Corps  nudei 
Gefieral  von  der  Taan,  which  cleared  the  way  to  Orleans, 
and  entered  that  city  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  after  a  combat 
in  and  about  tlie  city  lasting  nine  hours.  These  events  sig- 
nalized the  first  appearance  of  the  Army  of  the  Loire  on 
the  field  of  battle.  The  division  which  represented  it  on 
tlie  1 1th  retired  south  of  the  Loire  as  far  as  La  Ferte  St 
Aubin,  where  troops  from  the  east,  south,  and  west  were 
also  assembled,  and  whence  in  a  very  short  time  llie  army 
was  to  return  to  the  right  bank  and  undertake  important 
operations. 

By  the  second  week  in  November  it  became  evident  tbat 
the  French  were  about  to  put  forth  determined  efforts  to 
retrieve  their  military  position.  M,  Thiers,  who  had  made 
tile  journey  from  Tours  to  Versailles  in  order  to  induce  Count 
Bismarck  to  grant  an  armistice  which  should  permit  of  the 
revictualling  of  Paris,  had  failed  in  that  object,  the  Prussian 
Minister  insisting  that  he  ought  not  to  grant  so  great 
an  advantage  to  the  French,  except  In  return  for  some 
military  equivalent.     On  the  7  th,  General  i 
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BScerUined  by  reconnaissances  that  a.  French  force  was 
marching  towards  the  road  from  Orleans  to  Paris,  and 
had  reached  the  forest  of  Marchenoir.  On  the  Stb  he 
marched  out  of  Orleans  with  the  1st  Bavarian  Corps, 
movitig  westward,  and  on  the  Slh  fell  in  with  the  French 
near  Coulmiers.  The  Germans  were  about  18,000  sti-ong, 
the  French,  under  General  d'Aurelle  de  Paladine,  were 
about  60,000,  but  it  is  not  certainly  known  how  many 
were  eng^ed.  The  Bavarians  held  their  ground  with  great 
tenacity,  repulsing  successive  charges  of  the  I'rench,  until 
nightfall,  when  General  von  der  Tann  ordered  a  retreat  in 
the  direction  of  the  reinforcements  which  were  being  sent 
to  him  from  Chartres  and  Versailles,  His  junction  with 
these  was  effected  on  the  following  day,  but  in  the  mean- 
time Orleans  had  been  occupied  by  the  French.  General 
d'Aurelle  omitted  no  means  of  strengthening  this  regained 
position,  and  as  the  reinforcements  be  could  receive  'Acre 
almost  unlimited,  no  attempt  was  immediately  made  by  the 
enemy  to  recapture  Orleans.  The  movements  of  the  French 
bad  made  it  evident  that  the  mission  of  the  Army  of  the 
Loire  was  nothing  less  than  to  attack  the  Army  of  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Prussia  in  lis  rear,  and  relieve  Paris.  As 
soon  as  the  French  success  at  Orleans  had  been  ochieved, 
M.  Gambetta  issued  aproclamation  to  the  army,  announcing 
tiiatthe  Government  expected  the  deliverance  of  the  capital 
from  its  valour.  General  d'Aurelle,  however,  did  not  follow 
up  his  success  so  promptly  as  had  been  expected.  Jlay 
after  day  he  remained  near  Orleans  in  a  state  of  inaclivity 
which  by  no  known  facts  could  bo  accounted  for.  Von  dei 
Tann  withdrew  from  Toury,  wLilher  he  had  at  first  re- 
treated, to  ADgerville,  on  the  road  to  Btampes,  and  it  was 
thought  that  he  must  have  done  so  in  expectation  of  an 
attempt  of  the  Aimy  of  the  Loire  to  march  to  Paris. 
But  by  the  middle  of  November  General  von  Voight 
Bhetz,  commander  of  the  10th  Corps,  part  of  the  army 


:Du«i 


414  WAR   COBRESPO.VDEXCE.  [t 

of  Prince  Frederick  Charles,  hsd  arrived  at  TonDeire  with 
20,000  men  ;  and  tbe  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  with  th« 
right  wing  of  tlie  German  army  on  ihe  Loire,  no  longer 
regarding  General  d'Aiirelle,  marched  westward,  occupied 
Dreux  after  a  short  engagement,  marched  across  ihs 
departraent  of  the  Eiire  et  Loire,  and  then  through 
the  Onie  and  the  Sartbe  ns  far  as  Belleme.  Notwiih- 
Btanding  the  weakened  condition  of  Von  der  Tann.  who 
had  been  left  behind.  General  d'Aurelle  remained  in  his 
position  before  Urieana,  instend  of  striking  at  the  enemy 
before  tlie  German  reinforcements  could  come  up. 

The  feeble  resistance  which  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg 
had  encountered  in  his  advance  was  Uiat  of  ill-organized 
troops  raised  in  the  west.  By  the  end  of  November,  how- 
ever, General  d'Aurelle  began  to  move.  He  had  formed  on 
entrenched  camp  before  Orleans,  and  armed  it  with  niDety- 
five  naval  guns,  manned  by  seamen  from  Cherbourg;  it  was 
believed  that  behind  this  defence  his  army  might  hold  its 
ground  under  any  circumstances,  while  drawing  reserves  and 
supplies  from  the  country  behind  the  Loire.  Tbe  French 
army  formed  a  semicircle  around  Orleans  from  the  Forest  of 
Cercottes,  which  it  occupied,  to  the  environs  of  Jleung. 
On  the  extreme  left  the  ITtli  Corps,  under  the  orders  of 
General  de  Sonis,  was  at  first  placed  at  Chateaudun.  an 
advanced  and  dangerous  position,  which  exposed  that 
corps  to  the  risk  of  being  cut  off,  and  which  it  became 
necessary  to  abandon.  The  disposilion  of  the  main  body 
of  the  army  was  as  follows  : — On  the  left  was  the  16lh 
Corps,  under  General  de  Chanzy  ;  in  the  centre,  with  the 
head-quarters,  the  16th.  under  General  Martin  des  PoUieres; 
on  the  right,  the  20tb,  commanded  by  General  Crouzat, 
who  had  been  summoned  in  great  hasto  from  Chagny; 
The  extreme  right  was  formed  by  the  IRth  Corps,  which  a 
£1*81  was  stationed  at  Gien,  but  took  up  a  position  at  t] 
extremity  of  the  forest  and  in  front  of  Montar^s. 
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Gennan  right  vas  cotntnanded  by  the  Duke  of  Mecklen- 
burg, the  centre  by  General  von  der  Tann,  and  the  left  by 
Prince  Frederick  Charles.  On  the  afilh  of  November, 
General  d'Aurelle  attacked  the  10th  Pmssian  Army  Corps 
and  fat  Cavalry  Division,  forming  the  German  left  wing  at 
Beaune  de  Rolande.  and  had  very  nearly  overthrown  them, 
when  the  arrival  of  Prince  Frederick  Charles  changed  the 
fortunes  of  the  day. 

Just  as  the  news  of  this  engagement  reached  Tours,  in- 
telligence arrived  there  that  General  Ducrot  had  made  a  great 
Bortie  from  Paris,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  two  events 
wei'e  announced  in  the  speeches  and  proclamations  of  M. 
Gambetta  satisfied  the  world  that  the  efforts  of  the  Army  of 
the  Loire  and  the  garrison  of  Paris  had  been  concerted  with 
a  view  to  a  common  object.  Fontainebleau  was  the  point 
at  which  the  two  armies  were  to  join  hands,  raise  the  siege 
of  Paris,  and  incessantly  attack  llie  Germans,  whoso  supplies 
would  be  cut  off  by  a  similar  rising  in  their  rear.  It  was 
necessary,  however,  for  this  pui-pose.  that  each  French  army 
should  succeed  in  its  separate  enterprise,  whereas,  as  we 
shall  see,  both  failed. 

On  the  Ist  of  December,  Von  der  Tann  ivaa  vehe- 
mently attacked,  while  reconnoitring  on  the  old  road  to 
Chartres,  and  driven  in  a  north-westerly  direction  past 
Lotgny,  On  the  tind  the  Grand  Duke  joined  him  and 
attacked  and  retook  that  position,  and  sent  on  a  division  to 
pursue  the  French  in  their  retreat.  On  tlie  same  day 
General  Chanzy,  who  commanded  the  16th  Frtnch  Army 
Corps,  sent  two  divisions  as  far  as  Artenay,  which  returned 
without  fighting,  and  another  division  which  attacked  the 
Grand  Duke's  left  wing,  but  was  driven  back  past  Poupry. 
The  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Loire  was  disposed 
witli  a  view  to  cover  Orleans,  and  against  that  point 
Prince  Frederick  Charles  directed  the  bulk   of  his  forces. 
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Uis  rspid  movements  rendered  it  Impossilile  for  the 
F'reneh  to  employ  two  of  their  Corps,  etalioned  ai  Mon- 
targis,  in  time  for  tlie  defence  of  Uie  city.  He  sent  the 
0th  Corps  to  Toufy-Bazocbes,  the  3rd  to  Pilhiviers,  and 
the  15th,  with  tliree  brigades,  to  Boyne.  The  9th  Coqi« 
was  to  advance  on  the  road  from  Paris,  the  3rd  on  that 
from  Fontainebleau,  and  thoee  of  the  Grand  Duke  on  iha 
road  from  Charti-es  to  Orleans.  On  the  morning  of  the 
!(rd  the  Prince  Frederick  Charles's  joined  the  9th  Corps. 
The  18tb  Division  advanced  to  Artenay,  which  the  French 
had  evacunted,  and  at  AfouUn  d'Auviilers,  a  few  miles 
farther  on,  defeated  the  enemy  after  some  severe  fighting, 
and  continued  their  advance  to  Chevilly.  This  \iUage, 
the  key  to  the  wood  of  Orleans,  was  already  in  the  hands 
of  ^le  Grand  Duke.  On  tlie  evening  of  the  day  Uio  3rd 
Corps,  after  taking  Sancerre,  which  was  strongly  foitil 
and  Chillers-aux-Bois,  had  advanced  as  far  as  Toury.  Th( 
9th  Corps  had  only  reached  Crottes  and  Ascliires, 
Chateau  St.  Germain.lo-Grand  had  been  strongly  fortified. 
The  10th  Coi-ps  had  token  Neuvilleaiu-Boia,  and  driven 
the  French  back  into  the  wood.  On  the  itii  of  December, 
the  attack  was  recommenced.  The  9th  Corps  advanced, 
and  was  met  by  a  sharp  (ire  from  the  wood.  Ganeral 
von  Blumeuthal  took  Cercottes,  after  some  very  severe 
fightini^.  In  the  meantime,  the  ^Oth  Brigade  advanced 
about  four  miles  beyond  St  Live,  where  the  way  had  been 
Strongly  barricaded.  On  the  right  wing,  the  Grand  Duke 
had  gradually  driven  the  I'reneh  backwards  towards 
Orleans,  and  on  the  left,  the  3rd  Corps  had  reached  St 
Loup  with  but  little  ligbUng.  In  the  evening,  tho 
German  troops  stood  north,  west,  and  east  of  Orleans. 
The  road  to  the  south  alone  remained  open  to  the  French, 
and  by  tliis  they  effected  their  retreat,  the  Germans  re- 
occupying  the  city. 
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The  fighting  on  the  Loire  had  been  very  severe.  The 
corps  of  Generals  Chanzj  anJ  de  Sonis  included  tnasy 
patriotic  Breton  leaders,  who  had  brought  their  attached 
countrymen  nitb  Lliem  to  fight  in  the  most  sacred  of 
causes,  and  many  of  them  fell.  The  Duke  of  Liiynes 
was  killed,  Colonel  Charette,  commander  of  Papal  Zouaves, 
was  wounded,  and  General  Catlielineau  was  made  prisoner. 

At  Tours  the  losses  of  the  Army  of  ihe  Loire  during 
this  fatal  week  were  computed  at  15,000.  The  Gcrmana, 
however,  alleged,  in  their  official  journals  that  tbey  had 
taken  10.000  prisoners.  The  retreating  French  corps 
were  pursued  beyond  and  along  the  Loire.  On  the  7th  of 
November  General  Chanzy  was  overtaken  near  Beaugency, 
and  on  the  following  day  was  defeated  with  loss.  The  issue 
of  Uiis  battle  determined  the  Government  Delegation  at 
Tours  to  remove  its  seat  to  Bordeaux.  The  Army  of  the 
Loire  bad  not  been  destroyed.  Including  its  reserve  of 
lOO.OnO,  brought  up  from  the  south-east,  it  still  num- 
bered over  aoO.OOO  to  a50.00&  men  :  it  hud  sutFered 
reverses  but  not  a  disaster,  and  it  had  given  France 
assurances  ihat  her  children  hod  not  lost  their  old  cap&- 
ciiy  for  war. 

The  great  sortie  from  Paris  before  referred  to  began  on 
tlie  aoth  of  November,  when  General  Vinoy  led  a  force 
towards  L'Hay  and  Choisy  le  Hoi ;  but  the  chief  effort 
of  the  garrison  was  made  on  the  30th.  Generals  Troehu 
and  Ducrot  addressed  the  orm^  in  the  most  energetic 
language  on  the  greatness  of  th«  issue  of  the  inlended 
operations,  and  the  duty  of  shrinking  from  no  sacrifice  for 
the  country.  In  the  night  of  the  a8-:t0th  General  Ducrot 
issued  from  the  Forest  of  Vincennes,  crossed  tlie  Mame. 
with  a  force  variously  estimated  nt  from  60,0lj0  to  1^0,000 
men,  and  fought  obstinately  to  break  through  the  lines 
held  by  the  Wurtembergera  and  Siixons.     He  succeeded 

i  advancing  a  considerable  distance,  but  wnen  night  fell 


418 


WAIt  COREESPOyDEiVOE. 


he  bad  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to  Brie  and  Cbuopi^ 
on  the  river,  where,  however,  he  remained.  On  tbe  dl^ 
following  there  was  do  fighting,  but  on  the  2nd  an  Bttempt 
was  made  to  retake  Brie  and  Chanipigny,  but,  altliungh  tlie 
Germans  were  able  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  those 
Tillages,  they  found  that  the  fire  of  the  forts  made  it  impta- 
sible  to  hold  them.  The  letter  in  which  tlie  Special  Ca^ 
respondent  with  the  Army  of  the  Meuse,  under  tlie  Croim 
Prince  of  Saxony,  describes  Uie  operations  of  the  3nd,  aUo 
givea  the  topographical  detnlis  uecessarj'  for  following  iha 
plan  of  tlie  original  soitie ; — 

The  reader  must  take  to  tlie  map,  if  he  would  nDde^ 
stand  the  events  of  the  day.  He  will  notice  how  the 
Mame,  beginning  at  Coumay,  runs  first  nearly  due 
west  to  a  little  beyond  Noisy  le  Grand,  then  malceA 
a  sweep  south,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  which  sweep 
stands  Uie  village  of  Brie,  end  then  forms  a  couple 
of  loops,  within  tlie  most  northerly  of  which  are  the 
villages  of  St.  Maur  and  Cbampigny,  and  some  distance 
to  tJjB  east  of  the  wide  neck  of  the  loop  tlie  larger 
village  of  Villiers-sur-Marne.  It  was  in  and  around  the 
three  villages  of  Brie,  Villiers,  and  Cbampigny  where 
was  enacted  the  bloody  drama  of  November  30.  When 
the  curtain  fell  on  that  drama  the  Saxons  stood  fast  in 
Villiers,  spite  of  all  that  the  French  troops  and  the 
French  forts  could  do  to  dislodge  thera.  Brie  and 
Cbampigny.  lying  so  close  under  the  lee  of  Fort  Nogent 
and  a  strongly  armed  earthwork  at  Faisanderie,  on  the 
verge  of  the  forest  of  Vincennes.  overhanging  St,  Maur, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  for  whatever  good 
they  were.  What  this  advantage  represented  was  simply 
this — that  Brie  gave  them  a  footing,  so  to  speak,  on  the 
Saxon  mainland,  while  Cbampigny  formed  the  key  to  the 
peninsula  formed  by  the  loop  of  the  Mame.  Whether 
the  risk,  nay  the  certainty,  of  the  severe  loss  entailed  i 
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an  atiempt  to  dislodge  from  positions,  which  may  be 
fairly  des^ignated  as  outworks  of  iheir  fortifications,  is 
to  be  weighed  in  the  balance,  in  a  military  sense,  against 
the  advantage  to  bo  gained  by  beating  the  Frenchmen 
out  of  places  so  protected,  is  a  question  the  reply  to  which 
does  not  rest  with  me.  But  if  it  di<1,  I  would  candidly 
give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  object  of  the  besiegers 
would  have  been  equally  served  by  giving  their  forepost 
line  on  this  face  a  wider  and  a  safer  sweep.  A  line  drawn 
from  Goumay  to  Chennevierea  presents  a  continuous, 
defensive  position  of  considerable  strength,  the  comple- 
ment of  which  might  be  found  in  the  utter  destruction 
by  fire  and  crowbar  of  the  villages  of  Noisy  and  Villiers. 
Such  a  line  would,  at  all  events,  have  presented  this 
advantage,  tliat  tliere  need  have  been  no  fresh  earth 
mounds,  beneath  nhicb  lie  dead  children  of  the  Father- 
land, outside  it  on  the  side  towards  llie  French  forta. 

But  speculations  of  this  bind  are  as  tedious  as  they  must  be 
purposeless.  The  object  of  the  day  on  the  side  of  the 
Germans  was  to  dislodge  the  French  from  these  two 
villages— Brie  and  Champigny.  To  essay  this  task  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Saxons.  Wurtembergers,  and  a  brigade  of 
tbe  3nd  Army  Corps.  The  Saxons  engaged  consisted  of 
the  second  division  of  the  Royal  Saxon  Army  (the  24th 
division  of  the  German  host),  under  the  command  of 
General  von  Neiiihoff,  and  composed  of  the  104tb.  105th. 
lOOth,  lOTth.  and  106th  Regiments.  This,  taking  each 
regiment  at  its  full  strength  of  three  battalions,  would 
represent  fifteen  battaUons.  or  about  la.OOO  men;  but,  as 
more  than  one  battalion  was  naturally  elsewhere  engaged 
on  forepost  duty,  it  may  be  outside  the  exact  figures  to 
put  down  the  Saxon  force  engaged  at  10,000  men.  Before 
Ihe  commeucemenl  of  operations  these  splendid  troops 
occupied  positions  in  Noisy,  Champs,  Coumay,  Villiers, 
mnd  tbe  vicinity      The  division  of  tbe  Wurtemburgers, 
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the  strength  of  which  I  cuunot  gauge,  was  commande*!  by 
General  vo»  Obemitz,  a  Prussian  officer.    Their  positions   < 
were  Ormesson,  Chennevieres,   T>a  Queue  N'otaeau,  S^H 
the  viciniiy.     I  have  spoken  of  a  brigade    of  the  9^H 
Anny  Corps  as  eo-operating.  but  I  have  reason  to  beliff^^ 
that  this  contingent  was  neither  strictly  a  brigade  nor  W^ 
it  amount  lo  a  divisiou,  but  was  made  up  of  contributionB 
from  various  portions  of  the  Army  Corps  in  questiou.      It 
was  commanded  by  General    von   Franseyks,    who, 
virtue  of  soiiiorily,  had  the  nominal  direction    of  all  I 
operations,  which  were,  however,  supervised  generally] 
regoi-ded  the  Saxons  by  Prince  George  ia  person, 
heedlessness  of  danger  must  soreiy  have  tried  the  nej 
of  his  Staff.     The  contingent  from  the  Und  Army  Ooi 
supported,  and   co-operated  witli,    the   Wiirtemburgai 
The    Saxons  had  no    backing  hut   their  own    resulqj 
valour.     In  all,  the  German  troops  engaged  and  immM 
«tely  supporting  may  have  numbered  about  -J  J, 000. 
programme,  a<  I  have  given  it  you,  was  complicated  moi 
or  less  unexpectedly  by  a  (.'ounter-ofTensive  operation  pro- 
jected by  tlie    French  against  Villiers,  no   doubt   with 
intentions  of  penetrating  further,  and  of  ultimately  break- 
ing through  the  cordon.    Thus  it  fell  out  that  as  the 
Gentians  were  pressing;  on  to  the  attempt  of  driving  the 
French  out  of  Brie  and  Champigny,  Messieurs  the  French 
were   simultaneously   pouring   out   with  intent    to  t 
Villiers.     When  two  bodies  are  going  opposite  ways  j 
the  same  groove,  it  is  a  law  of  nature  tliat  a  colUson  ] 
the  result.     When  the  two  bodies  are  armiea,  a  fight  j 
inevitable.     Such  events  of  that  fight  as  catne  under  c 
personal  observaUon  I  shall  endeavour  to  recount ;  but  3 
is  necessary  first  to  give  a  b lie f  description  of  the  iiators  q 
the  ground  on  which  it  took  place.     On  the  road  to  Nti^ 
tiie  south  bank  of  the  ]\1arne  is  low.  with  a  gradual  r 
furrowed  by  inconsiderable  rectangular  depressions. 
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one  rencbe!!  Noisj  and  laoksi  EoiiChward,  he  sees  tonftrds 
Brie,  and  athwart  the  neck  of  the  loop,  a  broad  flat 
affording  favourable  scope  for  milil»ry  evolutions.  From 
this  plain  toward  Villiere  there  riseB  gradually  a  low  but 
ahflggy  elevation,  covered  mostly  with  copsewood  and 
vinyards.  This  elevation  is  not  continuous  to  Villiers. 
There  are  occasional  depressions,  the  debouchments  of 
which  cause  the  trivial  hollows  whicli  occur  on  tlie  road 
to  Noisy.  The  general  tendency  is  nevertheless  upward, 
BO  that  the  table-land  at  the  back  of  which  lies  VillierB  - 
is  lugher  than  any  ground  between  it  and  the  pltun. 
The  ridge,  tlierefore.  although  Iiampered  by  hedges  and 
bniFihwood.  would  form  no  bad  standpoint  for  otTering 
resistance  to  a  force  which,  having  deployed  on  tbe 
plain,  should  attempt  to  carry  it,  if  it  were  not  that  it  is 
swept  by  a  direct  fire  from  Fort  Nogent  at  easy  range, 
and  enfiladed  at  longer  range,  but  still  effectually,  from 
tbe  batteries  on  Mount  Avron. 

When  I  crossed  the  river  the  hour  already  was  considerably 
past  nine.  It  seemed  to  me  that  Noisy  was  an  eligible 
point  from  which  to  observe  the  operations,  and  accord- 
ingly I  directed  my  way  thither.      I  never  wish  to  travel 

<  Buch  a  road  again,  nor  to  reacli  sudi  a  destination.  The 
shells  from  Avi-on  were  coming  very  thick.  Now  they 
fell  with  a  great  splosh  into  tbe  MaiTie  at  my  feet,  starring 
the  placid  water  as  a  stone  stars  a  mirror;  now  there 
wns  a  great  bang  on  the  road,  and  a  belch  of  white 
smoke,  or  a  dull  thud  on  the  frosty  ground  above.  If 
the  road  was  bad.  Noisy  itself  was.     It  seemed  as  if  the 

■  gunners  in  Avron  and  Rosny  and  Nogent  were  deter- 
mined that  not  one  stone  of  it  Bhould  he  left  upon 
another.  Now  it  was  a  shower  of  slates,  as  a  shell 
crashed  through  a  roof,  refting  the  solid  rafters  as  if  they 
had  been  laths.  Now  half  the  side  of  a  house  went 
bodily  as  a  huge  projeclile  struck  and  crunched  it.     In 
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the  shortness  of  the  range,  strange  to  say,  thera  ww 
one  element  of  safety.  The  fire  had  to  be  direct, 
not  plunging,  and,  so  massive  were  the  vtaUs,  tbat  if 
oue  could  only  manage  to  get  two  or  three  of  them 
between  him  and  the  forts,  he  occupied  a  positioD 
of  precai'ious  safety.  Brie  divided  with  Noisy  the  at- 
tentions of  the  Frenuh  batteries,  aud  it  appears  that 
Brie  is  opener.  1  had  heard  dial  the  lOTth  Regimaat 
hod  made  a  dash  into  Erie  out  of  Rostiy  early  in 
tbe  luoruing.  and  I  wondered  much  how  it  fai*ed  vrldt 
them.  Hard  enough,  beyond  doubt,  but  could  they  hold 
the  place  under  such  a  ding-dong  pelting  ?  'By  t«D 
o'clock  the  question  was  resolved.  First,  there  cante  a 
drove  of  French  prisoners,  red-breeched  regulars,  up  to- 
ward Noisy,  along  llic  slight  shelter  afforded  by  the  use 
of  die  road.  Then  came  Saxon  soldiers,  more  prisonera, 
and  finally  Uie  hullc  of  the  107th,  in  very  open  order, 
and  making  the  most  of  the  few  opportunities  for  cover. 
It  was  not  a  pleasant  way  to  traverse.  The  forts 
heavily  upon  captors  and  cuptui'ed  alike.  luid  more 
one  Frenchman  fell  slain  by  missiles  hurled  from  PreD( 
weapons.  As  the  struggling  columns  came  up  I  let 
tliai,  the  lUTth.  in  itfi  rapid  rusli  in  the  morning, 
BUiprised  the  occupants  of  Brie;  some  wore  osIe 
others  were  composedly  drinking  their  coffee. 
was  but  trifling  resistance,  and  nearly  five  hundred  pri- 
soners had  heen  taken,  including  eight  ofBcfrs.  The 
reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  Brie  on  the  part  of  the 
lOTthwasuot  far  to  se«k,  The  terrible  and  persistent 
fire  from  the  forts  rendered  it  utterly  untenable.  It 
would  have  been  folly — sheer  Quixotry — to  remain  in  a 
place  teeming  with  bursting  shells.  No  good  could  have 
been  achieved  by  holding  it  under  such  conditions.  Tbe 
troops,  compelled,  thai  they  might  escape  annihilation, 
to  concentrate  their  attention  solely  on  cover,  could  m 
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possibly  have  act«d  in  any  way  on  the  ofTensive.  As  this 
coiilingency  must  have  been  the  sole  purpose  of  the 
occupancy,  its  impracticability  simply  nullified  the  posi- 
tion in  B  strategic  sense.  In  a  physical  sense,  the 
sbdis  were  rapidly  nullifying  the  occupauts. 
The  prisoners  looked  sturdy  fellows,  and  anything  but 
ill-fed.  Their  heart  was  good,  too,  if  one  miglit  judga 
from  passing  expressions.  A  sergeant  bade  me  ■'  bon 
jour  ■'  as  he  %ent  by,  and  told  me  cheerily  that  if  any- 
one indulged  the  anlicipation  of  a  speedy  capitulation 
of  Paris,  he  was  extremely  out  in  his  reckoning.  Food 
was  plentiful,  he  said,  mi'h  a  laugh,  and  the  programme 
was  sorties  every  day  in  everj-  direction.  I  believe  it 
was  this  laughing  philosopher  who  afterwards  gave  up 
]t,a  proclamation  of  General  Dacrot,  doted  the  ai^th  ult.. 
^rud  setting  forth  that  he  did  not  mean  to  re-enter  Paris 
p-alive.  I  dare  smear  he  will  not  do  so  if  he  should 
chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  A  drum- 
head court-martial  and  a  volley  from  a  firing  party  will 
assuredly  be  his  fate,  and  I,  for  one,  say,  serve  him 
right.  There  was  found  also,  I  leam,  on  one  of  the 
prisoners,  a  proclamation  emanating  from  General 
Trochu,  that  commander  with  "  plan  on  the  brain," 
announcing  that  [lie  time  had  now  come  for  making 
great  sorties,  since  the  German,  or,  as  he  calls  it,  the 
Prussian,  line  had  been  gieatly  weakened  (perhaps  by 
the  fall  of  Metz).  and  that  his  plan  was  to  peg  away  at 
sorties  till  he  bad  cut  his  way  through.  The  prisoners 
were  escorted  back  to  Ghelles.  where,  at  a  late  period 
of  the  day,  I  saw  them  penned  in  the  yard  of  tlia 
Maine. 
As  the  procession  from  Brie  had  finished  filing  through 
Noisy,  an  ominous  sight  met  my  eye  in  another  direction 
as  I  peered  through  a  loophole  I  had  contrived.  There, 
lOD  the  gradual  slope  of  the  farther  bank  of  the  Jlame, 
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under  the  wing  of  Fort  Nogent,  and  extending 
and  left  along  tbe  line  of  the  ChtLumont  rnilwny, 
densecolumnsof  French  tnfiintry.  How  Uiey  cjune  thtR 
I  know  not ;  U  was  as  if  Uie  spectacle  liad  sprang  iip  If 
magic.  Now  they  stood  fast,  closing  up  hb  the  fronts  nf 
the  battalions  halted;  then  there  was  a  glow  movenieni 
forwiu'd,  tilt  the  head  of  the  column  dipped  out.  of  ei^ 
between  the  village  of  Nogeut  and  the  liver.  Then 
there  seemed  a  Onal  halt,  and  the  denjff  masses  stogj 
there,  the  bayonets  glittering  in  the  .lun,  as  if  the  niaD 
who  carried  them  had  come  out  to  be  spectators  of  the 
effects  of  that  shell-fire  which  was  cutting  the  air  sboK 
their  heads.  But,  little  by  little,  there  was  a  gntdiud 
trickling  off.  as  it  appePred,  down  lo  the  bight  of  thg 
river,  between  Nogent  and  Drie.  Was  there  a  bridgB 
there?  There  was  the  railway  bridfje,  a  lofty  vjaduet, 
but  there  was  a  gap  in  one  of  its  arches  that  rendered 
it  useless.  Presently,  on  ihe  plain  to  the  south  of  Briei 
there  became  visible  a  iinot  of  red  breeches,  that 
denser  and  denser  every  moment.  Simultaneously 
whole  sprang  into  life.  From  the  farm  buildings 
Tremhlay,  from  St.  Mnur  and  Joinville.  there  poi 
out  vast  bodies  of  French  troops,  deploying  at  the 
double.  The  line  seemed  to  extend  right  athwart  the 
neck  of  the  loop.  What  happened  to  Chatnpigny  I 
know  not  from  personnl  observation ;  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  Wurtemburgers.  after  some  desperate 
fighting,  had  driven  the  French  out  of  it  not  long  after 
eight  o'clock,  to  be  in  their  tuiTi  subjected  to  a  violi 
attack  end  partial  expulsion  by  the  rigiitof  the  foi 
tion  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  The  Tiraillei 
dashed  into  the  thickets  lining  the  foot  of  the  rise, 
Bcrnmbled  up  through  the  winebergs.  The  troops 
behind  them  followed  in  serried  columns.  Whence  had 
they  come?     They  had  crossed  during  the  night, 
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e    loop.       Tlieir    bridges    niuBt   hare    been 

^  between  Joinville  and  Nogent,  and  tbe  nullification  of 
Brie  enabled  the  utilizaiion,  at  the  later  hour,  of  yel 
fuiother  bridge  somewhere  between  Brie  and  the  railway 
viaduct. 
Noiiiy  seemed  no  place  for  a  man  who  valued  his  tiber^. 
The  Bois  de  Grace  lying  in  front  of  Chanips  afforded  a 
I"     iavourable  cover  for  a  detour  into  the  rear  of  Villiers, 

(which  evidently  was  the  point  for  »hich  the  French 
advance  was  intended.  That  force — -I  refpr  exclusively 
to  the  section  which  threatened  Viiliers— must  have  been 
It  least  20,000  strong.  How  largo  was  the  force  with 
which  the  Wnrtemburgers  and  their  good  friends  of  the 
SInd  Army  Corps  had  to  deal  towards  Champigny  I  havo 
nn  means  of  even  roughly  estimating.  Surely  in  these 
dense  columns,  standing  in  support  under  Nogent.  there 
could  not  have  been  less  tlian  QO.ono  men.  But  directly 
and  face  to  face  with  it  was  the  90.000  men  of  the  left 
advance  with  whom  the  lOOOO  Saxons  had  to  cope. 
Not  with  tliera  alone,  but  with  ihose  leirible  projectiles 
also,  a  stonn  of  which  incessantly  clashed  on  to  the 
upper  ground  on  which  stands  Villiers,  and  into  the 
glades  behind  it. 
Genei-al  Codrington,  in  a  recent  letter  to  a  contemporary, 
appears  to  me  to  address  a  poHle  request  to  war  corre- 
spondenU  that  tliey  will  get  tliemselves  shot  with  neat- 
ness and  despatch.  He  would  be  glad  to  learn  whether 
the  tactical  arrangements  as  to  skirmishers,  columns  of 
companies,  and  brigades  are  carried  out  in  real  war 
tinder  fire  according  to  manceuvring  practice  in  peace. 
The  railway  is  now  open  to  Lagny,  and  Lagny  is  only 
k  oine  kilometres  in  the  rear  of  Chelles.  There  will  pro- 
*  bahly  be  a  good  deal  of  fighting  in  this  locality  for  some 
I  time  to  come,  and  if  General  Codrington  has  a  fancy  for 
I  brushing  up  bis  Crimean  e^cperiences  I  shall  be  happy  to 
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lend  him  a  field-glass,  and  furdier  to  point  out  e 

posUioit  ill  the  neigLbouihood  of  Villiers.  whence  he 
will  be  able  to  sweep  the  flat  terrain  in  the  bend  of  iIk 
Mame,  and  to  experience  also  the  polite  attentions  of 
Forts  Nogent  and  Rosny.  Of  the  manner  of  the  Freiicli 
formation,  I  can  only  say  tltat  their  skirniishe 
out  with  as  much  regularity  as  if  the  day's  wnil,  j, 
been  a  peaceful  parade.  The  deployment  pjumij  ■ 
with  imniijnse  rapidity  and  seeming  discipline,  but  iUlj-: 
appeared  to  be  conBideimble  looseness  in  the  fonnatioD. 
&  total  want  of  intenal,  and,  indeed,  in  places,  an  oyct- 
lapping  of  battalions. 

Had  there  been  nothing  else  to  do  on  the  part  of  the 
8axons  but  to  repulse   an  oasault  on  Villiers,   directed 
solely  and  straiglitly  agiunst  it,  the  task  would  have  been 
comparatively  simple  and  not  verj-  bloody,  notwiihsland- 
ing  tlie  artillery  fire.     But  tlie  Fi-eneh  advance,  threaten- 
ing in  its  deployment  as  it  did  to  sweep  right  on,  over- 
lapping Villiers,  lip  the  space  between  that  village  and 
Noisy,  and  so  to  get  through  upon  ChampB,  called  for 
otlier  tactics.     Villiers  conlil  only  serve  as  a  position  on 
which  to  lean  the  Saxon  left.     It  became  necessaty  ti 
meet  the  French  in  the  open.     From  behind    VilliM 
the  several  regiments  came  out  to  the  right  on  to  t| 
brow  and   mider  the  shell-fire.     As  the   French  t 
came  up  the  gentle  aclivity,  the  guns  of  the  forts  ( 
tinned  to  play  without  interruption.     So  naiTow  was  li 
margin  that  I  question  much  whether  a  sbell  or  two  <d 
not  find  its  billet  in  the  French  ranks.     1  stood  by  li 
l()8th  Regiment  as  it   quitted  the  position  in  which  j 
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into   the   ranks,  qow  exploding    in  the   intervals.      Line 
was  formed,  the  rear  Ales  pelting  up  at  the  double,  aod 
ill  a  twinkling  less  tlian  fifty  yards   separated  the  com- 
batant lines.     Then   came   a    volley,  then  a,  venomouB 
file-firing,  and  the  French  broke  and  gave  ground.     It 
was  only  to  back  into  the  next  dip  to  let  the  guns  of  the 
fort  go  to  work  again.     The  Saxons  bad  perforce  to  find 
what  cover  they  might.     When  llie  lOi^Ui  Regiment  came 
back — it  had  not  been  gone  twenty  minutes — thirty-five 
officers  out  of  forty-five  had  gone  down.     Neither  of  the 
blithe  lieutenants  were  to  the   fore.     And  now  came  a 
lull  in  tbe  musketry  lire,  just  as  a  few  miuutes  before 
there  bad  been  a  lull  in  the  cannon  fire.     The  Saxons 
could  not  get  their  artillery  into  action  with  advantage. 
The  ground  itself  was  unfavourable,  while  tlie  fire  from 
the  forts  must,  in  the  nature    of  things,  have  speedily 
silenced  the  field  guns.     Therefore,  this  gi-eat  advantage 
was  lost  to  them — an  advantage  only  to  be  appreciated 
by  tiio.se  who  bave  seen  German  artillery  in  action. 
What  I  have  been  writing  of  took  place  before  noon.  A.fier 
a  liitle  the  artillery  fire  from    the  forts  slackened  con- 
siderably, and  the  French  inlantry  made  no  demonstra- 
tion.    On  the  German  left,  however,  about  Champigny, 
it  was  evident  that  bard  figbtiug  was  going  on.     About 
^L  one  the   French   made   another  advance,  having,  as   I 
^B  believed,    i-eccived   considerable    reinforcements.      The 
^ft  Saxon  infantry  confronted  ibem  on  the  challenge,  with 
^B  the  old    result.      But  a  difierent  policy  was  this  time 
^ft  adopted.     It  was  plain  the  only  escape  from  the  terrible 
^r    thunderbolts  lay  in  getting  to   close  quailers  with  the 
French  infantry,  unless,  indeed,  a  retrograde  movement 
WHS  to  be  made,  and  that  was  not  to  be  thought  of.     So 
when  the  French  fell  back,  llie  Saxons  followed  on,  as  if 
they  wanted    to  settle  the  question  with  the  bayonet- 
,    point.      It  was  tlie  old  aiollo,  '*  Voru-iirU,  immer  vonciirU." 


But  the  vimnHrli  was  very  slow.  What  happened  for  the 
next  hoar  I  could  only  guess  by  the  constant  crackling 
of  (he  small-arms.  Tlie  forts  confined  themselvet 
seeraingly  for  the  most  part  to  firing  into  and  ova 
Champigny  and  Villiers.  Bm  at  length  the  French  wen 
visible  slowly  and  stubbornly  falling  back  across  the 
north  side  of  t]ie  neck,  the  Saxons  pushing  them  bard, 
the  French  ever  and  anon  rallying. 

On  this  portion  of  the  plain  south  of  Brie  there  was  a  pro- 
longed struggle.  1  understand  the  Saxons  were  stri^'ing 
to  get  at  and  cut  t1)e  obnoxious  pontoon -bridge.  But 
this  was  an  impossibility  when  Fort  Nogent  went  to 
work  again  with  the  teirible  accuracy  of  which  the  short 
range  admitted.  The  combBtanis  parted  about  three 
o'clock,  both  sides  falling  bnck.  The  fort  fire  continued 
Eome  litile  time  longer.  What  slmll  1  say  of  the  restilt? 
Not  much  have  the  Saxons  gsmed— was  there  much  to 
gain  ?  The  Wurten burgers  hold,  I  believe,  one  end  of 
Champigny.  According  to  my  infomiulion,  Brie  to- 
night stands  empty  and  desolate— it  may  be.  wounded 
men  are  groaning  in  its  cellars.  There  were  French  in 
it  this  morning,  later  there  were  Saxons.  That  is  alL 
But  look  at  the  bloody  side  of  the  picture.  The  numbcr 
of  dead  I  cannot  ascertain.  I  fear  the  German  wounded 
are  over  1,000  men.  The  French,  if  they  hav©  lost 
fewer  in  killed  and  wounded — a  matter  as  to  which  I  am 
unable  to  do  more  than  draw  an  inference— have  seen 
the  last,  until  the  war  is  over,  of  some  500  stout  soldiers. 
It  is  true  they  will  eat  no  more  of  the  stores  of  Jood  in 
Paris,  but  tliis  must  be  but  poor  consolation. 

The  French  loss  in  these  operations  was  very  heavy.  In 
letters  from  Paris,  written  a  week  after,  it  was  computed  at 
11,000  men.  Probably  they  inflicted  equal  loss  upon  their 
enemy.     But  the  end  had  not  been  gained.    The  iron  a 
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around  Parts  had  not  been  destroyed.  A  junction  with 
the  Army  uf  the  Loire  bad  not  been  etfecied.  and  that  army 
itself  hud  been  coinpetled  to  renounce  the  hope  of  snving 
Paris,  In  an  order  of  the  day  announcing  lite  termination 
of  the  sortie,  Genernl  Ducrot  said,  that  if  he  bad  persevei'ed 
ia  his  plan  after  the  resistance  he  had  encountered,  be 
should  only  have  courted  disasters  and  imperilled  the  cause 
of  the  defence.  With  tlie  failure  of  ibut  sortie  and  the  dis- 
persion of  the  Army  of  the  Loire,  a  series  of  important 
operations  were  brought  lo  a  close,  and  here  our  work  of 
selection  from  tbe  war  correspondence  may  for  the  lime  be 
suspended. 

Before  closing  this  collection  of  letters,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  notice  one  enterprise  which  grew  out  of  tbe  publi- 
catioii  of  the  correspondence  of  tbe  Da'dij  Neat,  and  on  which 
tlte  mind  may  dwell  with  a  serener  satisfaction  than  upon 
many  of  the  scenes  and  events  recorded  in  this  volume.  On 
tbe  ;ilst  of  September,  a  coi-resitondent  wrote  from  Briey 
an  account  of  the  coodition  in  which  he  found  the  people 
of  the  French  villages  between  Metz,  Nancy  and  Sedan, 
It  was  there  represented  that  in  the  sections  of  country 
that  had  been  traversed  by  the  hostile  Annies,  nothing  re- 
niiiiued  of  the  provisions  that  liud  been  accumulated  in 
time  of  peace.  The  houses,  stables,  and  barns  had  been 
burned  or  riddled  witli  cannon-shots.  The  fields  and 
meadows  were  trampled  down  by  the  tread  of  martial  hosts. 
Neitlier  cereals  nor  gross  had  been  harvested  that  autumn- 
All  the  beasts  of  bui'den.  and  all  their  beeves,  sheep,  and 
swine  had  beeu  taken  from  them.  There  remained  not 
even  seed-corn.  Starvation  stared  tbe  people  in  the  face, 
and  famine  and  pesiiieiice  were  to  be  feared  in  the  coming 
winter  and  spring.  These  represeutationa  were  sustained 
by  an  array  of  local  and  other  authority,  which  placed  llieir 
accuracy  beyond  doubt,  and  in  many  quarters  a  hope  waa 
expressed    Lbat    some  opportunity  mi^ht  be    allowed   lo 
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the  benevolent  to  manifest  their  sympathy  with  the  suffff- 
ing  French  in  a  practical  manner.     In   this   way  "The 
French  Peasant   Relief  Fund  "  arose.     Just   at  the  ri^t 
moment,  a  gentleman,  with  every  qualification,   Mr.  W.  H. 
Bullock,  of  Baliol  College,  kindly  consented   to  proceed 
to  the  spot  and  administer  the  relief  which  English  bene- 
ficence was  aflfording,  and  he  has  continued  the  work*  in  as- 
sociation with  a  number  of  colleagues,  whose    sufficient 
reward   is   the   satisfaction  of  seeing  suflfering  mitigated 
and  sorrow  diminished  by  their  labours.     Of  those  whose 
hearty  co-operation  should  not  be  unrecorded,  the  names 
may  be  mentioned  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Wilson,  of  Lincoln's  Inn; 
Captain  Goodenough,  R.N. ;   Captain  St.  John  Mildmay, 
Rifle   Brigade ;    Mr.  W.    Cross,   Weybridge    Heath ;    and 
Miss    Cross;    Mons.    Andre    Ninnin,    banquier,     Sedan, 
and  Mr.  A.  Jemingham.     In  this  connection    the  readj 
and  sustained  assistance  of  the  Hon.  J.  S.  Lumley,  H.M. 
Minister  at  Brussels,  cannot  be  too  cordially  acknowledged. 
By  the  third  week    in  January,  1871,  about  £17,000  had 
been  raised  for  the  Fund,  the  whole  of  which  is  applied  to 
its  benevolent  purposes,  without  any  deduction  for  expenses 
of  management  or  agency. 
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tmnftHoUly  airangud.  Uiat  lia  atuttiitits  oS  any  miB  state  or  nation  may  be  roMT 
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BiiOOK  Smittt. — Arilhmrtir.  in  llirory  and  Prnettcf. 

Fm  AdTsnctd  Taiilk    Tut  First    By  J.  Bkoox  Shitb,  1 
CroiRilm    *-  *-■ 
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Bryce. — Th4  Hob/  Roman  Empire. 

ByJAHEs  BaroB,  IJ.C.L.  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oiford.    -i 

iVeic  Edilim.,  TevUtd  and  eniaTgcd.     Crovrn  8vo.     [lu  Ihc  FieM. 
BucKNiLL. — Tke  Mad  Folk  of  Shakespeare. 

pBjcholociol    Lectiirea    by    J.    C.    Uuckkill,   JLD.    F.R.6. 
Secoiid  ^itioo.     Ctowu  3vo.     6a.  6d. 

Bullock. —  Worh&hy  W,  H,  Bqllock, 

Politit  Sxperienees  durinff  tJte  Incurred io7i  of  1863-4. 

Orewn  Svo.     With  Map.     it.  M. 
Across  Mejdco  in  1864^5. 

With  ColouRii  Map  and  IlliulralioiiB.     Cnnm  Sto.     10*.  fli/. 
BUKQON. — A  Treatise  on  the  Pastoral  Office. 

AddreiMed  chiefly  to  Condidsles  fur  Holy  Uriieis,  or  to  thotie  who 
hjive  rpfonlly  uodcrtalcun  Ibe  cure  of  aoula.     Ily  tlio  Uov,  Juim 
W.  ButiaoH,  H.A.    Std.  ISt. 
Burns. — Globe  Ediiion. 

Tke  Poems,  Leilers,  and  Songs. 

Being   t1iiT  CoiDpUlo    Works   of  Robert  Bums.     Edited,  willi 
Biogmphkal  Memoir,  by  Ai.&xanoe)i  Svii;!!.  Glolis  Svo.  3*.  M. 

BuTLEB  (AficHEK). — Works  hj  the  Rev.  Wiluam  Archek 
ECTLEB,  M.A,  tale  Pro/esaor  o/  Moral  Philosophy  in  the 
University  of  Dublin. 
Sermons,  Doctrinal  and  Practical. 

Edited,  with  ft  Metuokof  the  Author's  Life,  by  TuoiiXf,  Wood- 

WA&t),  M.A.    Deui  of  Down.     With   Fortioit.      Eiyhl/i  and 

Chtaptr  KdUioit.     8»o.     8». 
A  Second  Series  of  Sermons. 

Edited  by  J.  A.  Jkhemie,  D.D.  Regiiia  Professor  of  Divinity  at 

Cambridge.    Piftft  and  Chiapcr  EiiiCiim,     ito.    7*. 
Hislory  of  Ancient  Philosophy/. 

EdilfKl  by  W»i.  H.  Thomthox,  M.A.  Uuter  of  Trinily  CoUe^, 

Cambridge.    Two  Vaii.  Sro.     II.  U. 
Letters  on  Romaniam,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Keii'man's  Essay 
on  Development. 

Edited  by  the  Deui  uf  Dova.       Seeaad  Ediliim,  levisod  by 

Archdeacon  UAEDwica,     8»o.     10».  BJ. 
'  Udtler   (Montagu). — Sermons  preached  in  the  Chapel  of 
Jl  arrow  School. 

By  H.  MoHT&ou  Butleh,  Hcul  Miater.     Crown  Sto.     7j.  M. 

Second  Series.    Crwini  Svo,    7«.  W. 
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BuTLEB  (George). — Worlis  hj  tiic  Rev.  Georoe  Butlzs,] 

Family  Prayers. 
CruwD  Evo.     Tis. 

Sermons  preached  in  ChelUnlian  College  Chajxt, 
Crown  8ro.    7*  6A 
Cairnes. — The   Slave  PoifffT ;   its  Oiaractcr,   Career, 

Prohahle  Designs. 

BeitiR  an  Altempt  to  Erplaiu  the  Keal  Issues  InrolT«d  u 
Americiiu  Contesl.     By  J.  E.  Caibnes,  M.  A.      Stcon  ~   ~ ' 
Sro.     1D.<,  6d. 
CalDS&WOOU. — Philosophy  of  the  Infinite. 

A.  Treatina  on  Hoti'a  Kuon-leilge  uf  thv  lulinite  Being,  in  umm 
to  Sit  W.  Unmilton  otid  Dr.  Hansel.  By  the  Bev.  HcirR 
Caldkuwood,  M.A.  Professor  or  Moral  Pliilosciphf  at  E^- 
bnrgb.     Sectmd  Edition.     Svo.     lii. 

Oambridge    Senate-House     Problems    and     Riders,     wttl 
Soluiions, 
18iS— 1851.— ProblcTTus. 

By  FEB.RBBS  and  JAuKsaH.     Svo,    ISi.  CtL 
1848— 1851,— iiirfer*. 

Bj  Jamkkos,     Svo.     7».  8rf. 
185-t. — Problems  and  Riders.  

By  Walton  nud  Mackenzie,  M.A.    8to.    10*.  StL 
1857. — Problems  and  Riders. 

By  Campion  nnd  Walton.     Svo,     Si.  Sd, 
IBGO.—ProUenis  and  Riders. 

By  Watson  aud  Houth.     Crown  8vo.     7i.  6d. 
18G4. — Problems  and  Riders. 

By  Walton  and  WilkiSbun,     Svo.     10*.  Bd. 
Cambridge  Lent  Sermons. — 

Bermoiu    preiuhod  daring  Lent,  1861,    in   Gn>«t   St. 

Cbnrcli,  Cambridge.     By  the  Bishop  of  Okfuhb,  Bot. 

LiUDON,    T.  L.  CLlirOHTON,   J,   H.  WOODFOBII,    Dt.  Q<Hli.m 

J.  W.  BcBooK.  T,  T.  Cabter,  Dr.  Pumkv,  Dean  Hook, 
J.  BuTLBB,  Dbak  Goodwin.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6it, 
Cambridfje  Course  of  Elementary  Natural  Philosophy, 
ike  Deyrec  o/B.A. 

Origiimlly  compiled  by  .T.  C.  Snowball,  M.A.,  lato  Pellnir^ 
St.  John's  ColleRe.     Fifth  EdUiim.  revised  aai!  ralat^od^ 
adapted  for  the  Middle-'Clase  K^nmiaatJom  by  Thomas  Li 
B.D,    Croira  Svo.    C«. 
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■   Cambridge  and  Dallin  Mathematical  Journal. 

Tilt  CmnplsU  R'ont,  in  Nine  Vo\a.    fivo.    Cloth.    71.  it.     Only 

a  fan'  coiiivs  romain  ea  Iiuud. 
t    Cambridnc  Union.  Socidt/s  Iriautfural  Pruceediti^s, 

Ftap.  8yo.    3j, 
I    Camiridge  Cliaraderisiics  in  the  Seventeenth  Century, 

liy  James  liiss  Mullixgbil,  B,  A.     Crown  Sto.     li.  Sil. 

•    Cajipdell. — WorJa  hy  Joiix  M'Leod  Campbell. 

ThoxKjhts  on  Revelation,  mch  Special  Beference  to  the 
Present  Time. 
Ciowu  Gvo.     Ss. 
The  Nature   of  the  Atonement,  and  its   Relation   to 
Remission  of  Sins  and  Eternal  Life. 

Third  EdilUm.  Witb  an  IntroUuctbu  :iiul  Nates.    8vo.    lOi.  Si. 
Christ  the  Bread  of  Life. 

Au  Btlinupt  to  gjre  n  pruRtuUn  direction  to  tlie  prcaeut  dcpu- 
patioii  of  tliongfil  with  Booianisia.     Stcand  Sdilitm.     Grtstly 
eulargnl.     Cnjwn  Bvo.     it.  Od. 
Casdlee. — Help  to  Arithmelic.dcsignedfvr  the  Use  of  Schools. 
By  U.  CjU(i)LEii,  U.A.  llathmuiticiil  Uislcr  at  Ufpingliun. 
Fwi|i.  Bvo.     21.  6d, 
Caetek. — Kiaifs  College  Chapel :  Notes  on  its  History  and 
■present  condition. 

By  T,  J.  P.   Cabteb,  M.A.   Fellow  of  King's  College,  C«ni. 
bridge.     Witii  Pliotogmpliii.     Svo.    Ss, 
Catullus. 

Edited  by  B.  Ellim.     ISnio.     Zs.  td. 
Hmi.TTR. — Creation  in  Plan  and  in  Progress : 

Bcin^  sn  Etisay  ou  tho  First  ChiiptcT  of  Genesis.     By  the  Ber- 
jAMEa  CUALLls,  M.A.  F.R.S.  F.K.A.S.     Crann  8ro.     85.  M. 
Chattertos. — Ltanorc;  a  Tale. 

By  GKonotAKA  Laot  Cbatterto:!.     A  A'ew  EdUiaa.    Buauti- 
fully  piiuted  ou  tliick  toned  paper.     Crown  Bco.  n-ith  Froutia- 
piuce  sad  Vignutte  Titlu  eujjraved  by  Jkens.     7<.  6d. 
CilEYNE.—  Works  by  C.  H.  H.  Cheyne,  B.A. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Ike  Planetary  Tlieory. 

Widj  &  Colloction  of  ProLilsms.    Crova  Sro.     Gf.  61I 
The  Earth's  Motion  of  Rotation  {includintj  the  Theory 
of  Precession  and  Nutation). 
Crown  Svo.    Zi.  M. 
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By  t)i«  Rrv.  T.  K.   VnKtitK,  H.A.   P.lluw  of  BdlU  C 
OxfoM.     8V0.     8«.  flrf. 

Choiee  NoU»  on  the  Fmir  GonpfU,  dravm/ront  OU  a 
Sourcu. 

Crown  fro.     it,  M.  (uch  Vol     <8l  Mntthflw  maA  & 
One  Vi>t  prico  »».) 

CllltiSTnt  (J.  K.). — Bcnimtary  Test  Qwjdions  in  . 
Miixd  Maikcmaties. 
CrdttitSvu.     8>.  Od. 

Church  Cotvjress  {AuUiorurd  Rfpurl  of)    held  at 
hampl<m  in  October,  1867. 

Sto.    St.  M. 

Cqdbch, — Srrmtiiw/wrfffftcrf  &■/««  ike  University/  qfOi^ili. 


Cicero. — TA*  Steond  PAUippic  Oration. 

With  Bn  tDtrailucti«it  ■iid  Notu.  trsiiHliiteil  fton  B 

KiliUil,  with  CorroiTtioiis  and  AilditiuiiN,  by  Juuit  K,  I 
M.A.      TkirJ  I'dilion.     Fvap.  8va.     C(. 

Clark. — i'l/ar  Sermon*  preached  tn  <A«  Ckapel  t 
Collej/e,  Cambridge, 

liy  W.  a  Clank,  M.A.     F«ap.  S*o.    ^.M. 
AT. — The  Prison  Chaplain. 

A  MiiDoir  of  thn  liev.  Juiitt  Clat,  B.D.  lata  Chuloiti  «r  ik 
I'mtoD  Gv]].  With  HotonCinns  tt\^m  liia  Ueports  atid  Oon* 
pondcQco,  and  &  HketuU  of  PriiMii  OlHn|iline  tu  BngLuid.     Jig 


In  Son,  the  lUr.  W,  L.  Cur,  H.A.     8to.    IS* 


The  Poiver  of  the  Keys. 
SeniiotiK  preai'hpil  in  Corentrj. 
Foap.  8va.     it.  >id. 


By  tin.  Rev.  W.  L.  ClAi 
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Claiienq/  Franklyn. 

B/ the  Buthur  o(  "  Jonet'a  Homo."     Ciown  S<ro.     Oa. 

Ulergi/nian's  Se//-£xaminalion  concerning  the  ApoalUt^  Ortti 
&Un  roup.  9vo.    U.  64. 

.C'LOUGIL — The  J'oemt  of  Arlh-ur  Hvgh  Cimtgh.  : 

BomnliniD  Fuliow  of  Oriul  CoilGge,  OxfanI,     Wiltt  •  l(«a 
F.  T.  Palgravii.    Sicmd Sdition.    Fcap.  Sro.    <& 


I  CwVGii.—Tiu  Poems  and  Prose  Remains  of  Arikur  HiujK 
I  Clough. 

KAited  by  hU  Wifu. 


■  Seleution  from  hia  Loti 


CoiJMSO. —  Works  iff  the  BiffM  Mev.  J.  W.  Colenso,  D.D. 
I  Bishop  of  Natal. 

The  Colony  of  Natal. 

A  JoumaJ  ol  VUiUtJau.     Willi  a  llnp  and  lllustraliouB.     Fcnp. 

Village  Sermons. 

Heeoiui  Sdilvm-.     Fi'up.  Sto.    2t.  id. 
Companion  to  tlie  Holy  Communioji, 

OiDtoininK  the  Service  uid  Sokct  Rendinga  from  tlie  wiitio)^  of 

frofesiior  ilAUUCE.    Comvu/n  paf*f.  It, 

CtmiulU  of  Castle  Cownell, 

By  Jahbt  GOBDOic.    Two  VoU.    Crown  8vo.    2]«. 

Cooper. — AOienae  OantahrigiensM. 

By  Cbarlbs  Henkv  Coot'Bil,  F.S.A,  and  THoMraoK  Coomh, 
F,S.A.     V«l.  I.  8vo.     1500—85,18*.    Vol.  11. 1589— IflOS,  18». 

Cope. — An  Inlrodudion  to  Arisfolh's  Rhetoric 

With  Au»lyri«,  Sotei,  »nd  AiirmndieM,  By  E.  M,  Copb, 
Seuiiir  Fellow  uhI  Tutor  at  Triiiilf  CotlDKc-,  Cambridge. 
8vo.     U(. 

COTTOM. — Works  by  the    late    Geokgk    Edward    Lynch 
Cotton,  D.D.  Bishop  of  Calcutta. 
SermoTit  and  Addressft  delivered  in  Marlbm'migh  College 
during  Six  Years. 
^L  Cruwn  Svo.     lOt.  Bd. 

^P     Sermonn,  chiejly  connected  with  Public  Events  of  1854. 

V^  Fi^ap.  Svo.      3>. 

Sermons  preached  to  English  Congrvgaiions  in  India. 

CrowD  Sto.     7i.  M. 
EjiposUory  Sermons  on  tlu  Epistles  for  the  Sundays  of 
the  Christian  Year. 

'l"wo  Vols.  Cromi  Sto.     16a. 

Cox. — Recollections  of  Oxford. 

By  a.  V.  Cox.  U.A.  lata  Ewiuiro  Bi-d^!  ncd  Corouer  in  Ui* 
UuiveiBity  of  Oxford.     Crown  8vu.     10».  6d. 
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-Works  hy  W.  U.  Drew,  M.A. 
A  Gwrnrlriatl  Treatise  on  Vonte  Stctums. 

Fourth,  HdUion.     C[»wii  »ro.     4*.  <lil. 
Solutions  to  Prohltms  contaiiud  in  Drew'e  Trtaiut  H 
Conic  Bectioiu. 
Crown  Sro.     4j.  id. 

DCrEK  (AlBubcut).— inW  Biaiory  of  (he  ZA/e  of  A&i^ 
Dilrer  of  yumbcrg,  mlh  a  Tmnslation  of  Au  iMtai 
awl  Joumnl.  and  sitme  Account  af  hit    Wtrrk-A 

By   Mm.  rjuHi.Kii  Hbaton.     WlUi  Tbirtj-  M,..'.    ■->■" 

iutotypi'  llliistnitioin',     Royd  Svo.  3I».  ftf, 

fiir/y  Egyptian  IHatoryfor  the  Yoang. 

With  Dfwriptiom  of  tlip  Tomba  imd  MonumeuU.     .\'.  ;  !. 
will)  Frontlsiiioce.     Pcaji.  Sto.     5*. 

Eastwood.— r/nt  Bti/n  IToj-rf  .Boo^-. 

A  GiuMiiry  uf  OM   Knsli«li  Uililc  Words.     Br  J,  Ein 

M.A.   of  ^L  JuluiH  (^^luicv,    iin.l  W.  Ai^ia    WRron. 

Triuity  CoUprb,  CmiiliridnB,      ISino.     6».   (W.      Utufoinn 

Macmlllan'»  Sclutol  CIm*  Booki. 
Eece  Homo. 

AtJurvryuftLu  Lib  *tij  Wurk  uf  Jesui  dirisl. 

Crown  Bvo.  8*. 
Echoes  of  Many  Voices  from  Many  Lands. 

By  A.  F.     lamo.  <^lath,  extra  gilt.    3<.  6d. 
EuiiAK. — .Vu(b  ifiwA  cn  rractical  Solid  Geometry,  cojilaiwf 
Problejns  loith  Help  Jor  Solution, 

By  J.  U.  Edqah,  M.A.  I^ utiurr  on  Hccbnniaal  Dmrii^  is  lb 

Itayal  School  of  Minoa.  LoiiiUo.     410.     'ii. 

Elah. — A  Physician's  Problems. 

Uy  lUiARUBi  Elah.  M.D.  H.K.C.P.  Contents  :  Katund  0^ 
tase~Ou  UHgeiiEralioui  iu  Mitn—On  Uoral  anil  CMaiMt 
Kfii [inn ic>— Body  b.  Mind—llliiaiona  and  HnIlui:iaaU«n»--0> 
Somoiuabiilism — Koveria  and  AlwCntctinti.     Crnwu  Svo, 

Eium.— English  Idylls. 

By  Jakr  £t.i.l<;K.     Fcnp.  Sro.  cluth.   8*. 
EluoTT. — Life  of  Hcnr^  Venn  Elliott,  of  Brighton. 

By  Josuil  Ratemak,  H.A.  Author  of  "  Life  of  IJanu;]  WilMh 
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KLE, — Th*  Law  relating  to  Trade  Unions. 

By  Sir  Wh.ijam  Eble,  formerly  Chief  Juatioc  in  Uie  Common 

Pleos.     Crown  8»(..     3j.  fld. 
'ways  on  Church  Policy. 

Ediled  bj  tho  Ber.  W.  L.  Clav,  M.A.  Incumbent  of  Rainhill, 

LnncaaliirQ.    S*a.     9«. 
ssays  on  a  Libtral  Education. 

Bj  Vnricnu  Writers.     Edited  \>j  «io  Eev.  F.  W.  Fabrab,  M.  A. 

F.R.S.  J:c.     JTtfoaii  Sditimt.    Svo.     lOi.  Bfj. 
VANS. — Brolhfr  Fabian's  ManuacHjit,  and  otlur  Ptxms. 

By  Sebastias  Evakb.     Fcap.  8*0.  cloth.     6i 
ARUAR. —  T?u  Fall  of  Man,  and  other  Scrmom. 

By   Ihe  Rct.   F.  W.   Fakrar,   M.A.   I«e  Fellow  of  Trinity 

College,  CnmbridBe.     Fcap,  Svo.     -flj. 

KwcvTT.—Worh  bi/  Hesuy  FAWCErrx,  M.P. 

The  Eeon-amic  Position  0/  the  British  Labourer. 

Extra  fcsp.  8ro.  61. 
Manna.1  of  Political  Economy. 
Second  Edition.     Crown  8vn.     12«. 
'ellowship :  Letters  addresstd  to  my  Staler  Mourners. 

Fcap.  Svo.  doth  gilt.     3*.  6d. 
ERUERS. — A  Treatise  on  Trilinear  Co-ordinates,  the  Method 
of  Rf-ciproeal  Polars,  and  the  Theory  of  ProJKtions. 

By  the   Rer.  N.  H.  Fbrkebs,  M.A.     Sr-dnd  EdUiim.     Cmwn 

Svo.    e..  M. 
tETCHKE. — Tlunitfhis  from  a  Girl's  Life. 

By  LxJor  Fletpiikk.     Se^nd  Edition.     Fmp.  8to.     4*.  M, 
ORBES. — /yi/c  0/  Edward  Forbes.  F.R.S. 

By  Okoroe  Wilsok,  M.D.  F.R8.E,  iinJ  AitcniIUli.i)  Geikie, 

F,B.3,    B»o.  with  Portrait.    14*. 
'OEBES. — 7^  FijiW  of  God  in  the  Psalms. 

By  OiEAXviLLZ  FoRBSB,  R«elor  of  Braoghton.     Crown  Svo. 

fit.  M, 
"ox. — On  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  the  Varieties  of 
Z>yspep!iia,  eonsidered  in  Relation   to  the.  rnlhologieal 
Origin  of  the  different  Forms  of  Indigestion, 

Uy  WiMos  FtfX,  H.D.  Lond.  F.R.O.I'.     Hotmo  Professor  of 

Cfinicul  SIndicine  «t  Uuirewity  C*Ilegr,  I^ndon,  and  Physician 

to  Uninnily  CuUeg«  HoapitaL     S*antd  Edition.     Demy  8m. 
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Fox.— On  tU  Artificial  Produdim.  of  Tubrrele  in  the^ 
Animals. 
ito.    6s.  Bd. 
Freeland. — The  Fountain  of  Yovih. 

Tranalmod  from  tlio  Dnniali  of  Frederick  P»]ndaii  ll«Ik 

HtlUpnUKY  WlLLfAM  FllKElANO.  liltd  M  J*,  for  C " 
Willi  lUiiatratibns  ilEaigned  hy  WJter  AUcu.      C 

Feeeman, — History  of  Federal  Qovemmmf  from  tktf 
daCion  of  the  Achaian  League  to  the  Disrupiiont^t 
United  States. 

Qy  Edwmid  a.  Frkeman,  If.A.     Vol.  I.  General  IittndMB 
— History  of  tha  Greek  Federations.    Sto.     21s. 
Old  English  Historij  for  Cliildren. 

With  Five  Coloured  MajB.     Extra  fcnp.  8vo.      Bt. 

FreMCH. — Shajcspeareann  Genealogica. 

Part  I.— liIentiHpntioa  of  tho  Dramntis  Persoiue  in  theS* 
rical  Piny*,  from  King  John  to  Kina  Htnrjr  VIII.;  KoMB 
Chaiiictcrs  in  Moclwth  >nil  Hamlet;  Persons  and  Plaret  \A^ 
ing  to  Warwieltahiro  alluded  to.  Paut  il. — -TTie  5ifaab^ 
anil  Ardeu  Familiea  and  their  Couucctiona,  with  Tabia ' 
Dpaceut.     By  Oeoboe  RireBELL  Frekoh.     Sro.      iSs. 

Feost. — The  First  Three  Seetions  of  Neu'ton's  Prineipia. 

With  Notes  and  ProbleiOH  in  HlHstration  gf  tlie  Subject  Ij 
pEnoiVAi.  Fbost,  ir.A.     Second  Edilimt.     Svo.      IDs,  eA.        I 

Frost  and  Wolstenholme. — A   Treatise  on  Solid  G* 
■metry. 

By  the  Rev.  Percival  Fboht,  M.A.  md  Uis  Rer.  J.  H 

HOLME,  M.A.      SvD.      lit. 

The  Sicilian  Expedition. 

Boing  Books  VI.  nnJ  VII.  of  Thneydiiles,  with  Hotea. 
Ker.  P.  FnosT,  Sf.A,    Ntio  EdUUm.     Fcap.  8vo.      " 
Fdenivall. — Lc  Morte  Arthur. 

E'litnd  liMm  tho  HiLrleian  M.S.  2252.  in  the  BritiBli  1 
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CroBT)  Svp.     Bs. 
The  Ground  and  Object  of  Hope  for  Mankind, 

Four  ScmioQB  pmadiod  heforo  the  Unirersity  of  Cambridge. 
Crown  8vo.     Si.  fld. 
Lavf8  Remarks  on  the  Fable  of  the  Bees. 

With  an  Introduction  by  F.  D.  Uai'sice,  il.A.     Fcap.  8to. 
4«.  6d. 
litATOR. — A  First  Qreeh  Reader. 

Edited  after  Karl  Halm,  n-ith  Corroctioas  and  Additions.     By 
the  Eer.  John  £.  B.  Mavoh,  ALA.    Fcap.  8vo.     6^, 
Autobiography  of  Matthew  Robinson. 

By  John  E.  B.  Hator,  U.A.     Fvsp.  8to.     S«.  6d. 
Mator, — Greek  for  Beginners. 

By  tho  Kev,  Johefu  B.  Matob,  M.A.     Fcap.  Svo.     44.  M. 
Medicine  in  Modem  Times. 

Discourses  delivered  at  a  Meeting  of  the  British  Sledical  Asso- 
ciation at  Oxford.  By  Dr.  Stokes,  Dr.  AcLANn,  Prof  Rdi.i.ES- 
Tos,  Prof.  RinaBTOK,  nnil  Dr.  GfLL.  With  a  Report  on 
Mercury  by  Dr.  HucBKS  BbnNltt.     Crown  8to,     7s.  W, 
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Merivalk, — Sathist  for  School*. 

ny  C.  Mkiuviln.  B.D.    Simid  AUUMl     Peap.  »n.    U  U 
•/The  Ju^irihaiuiiltIii>C>t>]li»ni«yb«  bad  wiMnulT.ini 
ii.  6d.  anrh. 
Kents'  Hyperitm  rtndercd  inio  Latin    Verse. 

Bt  C,    Mbritalb,  KD.     Sccmil  KJHion.     Kxtn  ten.  t". 
&..  HA 

I  MlLNEIi. — Thf  Lihj  of  Lumleg. 

By  KiiLTU  MiLKEn.     Crown  ito.     7:  6d. 

I  MlBTKAL,  F.^MirelU.  a  PaOoral  Epic  of  Prvv^nee. 
Truudnted  by  U.  CnuturoN.     lUlrn  rca|>.  8to.     fla. 
j  Moilem  Industries :   A  Seriea  of  Reports  on   TnJtttlrjf  a»i 
ifan^faelures  as  rcprtsenttd   in  the  I\xris  Expoiititt 
in  1867. 

ByTwRLVK  Bkitisii  Wokkmiw.    OiwdAto.      1*. 
MOOKHOUSK. —  Works  hy  JaMES  MoOlilKHTSB.  M.A. 

Some  Modern  DiJfiaUtie*  respectinf/  tlie  Facts  of  ifti/i 
atul  Revflation. 
Fc.p.  8YO.     2.,  U. 
The  Uv,/iean  Lectures  fcr  18(15. 
L'rown  8vn.     St. 

Morgan. — .A    Collection   of    MtUheynatteat    Prvbtem»   a 
Examples, 

Ily  II.  A.  HOKOAK,  SI.  A.     Cruwn  Srv,     Oi.  <d. 
MOIUSOS.— -TXf  Life  utkI  Timts  i^  Saint  Bernard, 
o/  Clairvaux. 

By  Jt¥Ks  Corm  Moitifuiir,  M.A,     .Vtw  AtiUmi,  nt 
Crown  8vo.     r».  M. 

MOBLKV.  John. — Edmund  Burke — a  Historical  Sindv 
Crown  870.    7».  M. 

MonsF, —  Working  f&r  Ooii. 

Ami   ollior   Priiclirnl   .SumiQiu.      Bv   FiUNCia   UartSK     1 
SteoHd  Sdition.     Fwp,  Sto,     E#.  ' 

3[w!e  ITArtkur. 

SiRTnuMABHALoitT'i!  Hwolt  of  KiM  AtiTHrH  niH)  nfhtaii 
KMfiilTa  of  tli«  KovHP  T«ni.K.     ITib  Klitinn  ofUiutnii   ttt..  ._. 
for  Uodem  no*.  Witb  Inn-iklurUon  l<y  Silt  Kdwabo  Stracum 

Bart     Ulob*  Surim.     Ulobv  3tu.    Ri.  Si£. 
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MULUXGEK. — Cambridge  CharacUrUtica  in  the  Sn-enttenth 
Century. 

Bj  J.  B.  MuLUKGCtt,  RA.    Crown  8fo.    ii.td. 
MiiitniT. — Habit  nnd  Inldligmfe,  in  their  conncvion  uitk 
the  Ijaws  of  Matter  and  Farce. 

A   anries  of  ScioQtiBc   EswyB.     Bj   JosErn  JoirN   McitVUT. 

Tw.ivo]«.  8vo.     18i. 
Myers.— Si.  Paul. 

A  Pooio,     By  F.  W.  11.  Mtrtut.     Siamd  Edition.     Exlre  fcop. 

8to.  2i,  ed. 
Myers. — Thf  Puritam. 

A  Tiieni.    lly  EliSKBT  SIVEBs.     Extra  fi'itp.  8vo.     St  6J, 
Xettlehhip. — Essays  an  Hobert  Brownings  Poetry. 

By-ToimT.  NBTTUtsaip.     Gxtn  fcsp.  Sto.     8«.  Srf. 
,Vcic  LatuUord,  Tlte. 

TransUteil  Trom  the  HungsriAn  of  HAriticK  Jokai  l.y  A.  J. 

PATTERsod.     Two  Tol*.  cniwu  8to.     3la. 
NoEU — Beatrier,  and  other  Potms. 

By  the  Hon.  RoPE!(  Now..     Fi-ap.  ?vo.     8». 
Korthem  Circuit, 

Brier  Notes  of  TroTcl  In  Sweden,  FinluiJ,  ituj  Hwmi.     With  a 

Frontispiecft.     Crown  Bvo.  6j. 
SoRTON. — The  Lady  of  La  Oaraye. 

Uy  tha  Hon.  Mm.  NoHTU.^t.     With  Vigaotte  and  Frontiiipiocs. 

Siclh  Editim.     FvBp.  Svo.     la.  64. 
O'BitiFjf. — Works  by  J-VMES  TuoMXS  O'BlilES,  D.D.  Bishop 
of  Oasory. 
An   Attempt  to  Explain  and  Establisli  the  DoctHne 
of  Justijicadon  by  Faith  only. 

Third  AfitfuHi.     Svo.     12*. 
Charge  delivered  at  the   Visitaiion  in  1863, 

Sttmd  Fdilien.     Svo.    Sfc 
Old  ifir  Douglas. 

By  the  Hon,  Mn.  SouTOs.    Cheap  SdUi/m.     Crowu  Svo.     «i. 
Ohlbury. 

By  Mi»n  A.  Keaky,  AuUior  of  "Janet's  llomp."    Three  voU. 

«towu8vo.   £1  lU  U. 
Oliphant. — Agnes  Hopetoun's  Schools  and  Holidays. 

By  MiB.  OupiiAirr.     Royal  Ifltno.  gitt  letvei.     Si.  (U. 
Oliver. — Lessons  in  Elementary  Botany. 

With  nearly  SOO  llliutrationa.     By   Daxikl  Olivbii,  F.RS. 

F.L.S.     ISmo.     Iframd  EdUioH.     U.  M. 
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I  Oppex. — French  Btadtr. 

For  tb«  P«  of  CollcgM  MiJ  Scliook.      By  En' 

Vexf.  8to.     U.  M. 
Obwkll, — The  Biihop's  Walk  and  thr  Bishop's  Ttme$.   ^ 

?oen»  on  Ihs  iMji  of  Arclil)ichi'p  Leielilon  and  t'—  "-- *" 

CovoDUiL     By  OnwM.1,      Feap.  8vo.    Sj. 
Our  year. 

A  C'hiM'i  Book,  in  TroM  luti  Vine.     Bj  the  ^ittbar  of  "Mf 

HoUSu,  Qpotlcauia."  IlliutraUil  b;  Clam:xi:k  DoHSLt.  T 

Iflmo.     a*.  M. 
O^on/  Sfx-r/'itor  {I'lif). 

Boi'rintwl.     Exlnfup,  Svo.     Si   4^ 
Pai/JRAVE. — Iluttory  0/  Nurmatulfi  and  0/  £nyiand. 

Hj  Sir  FuHrm  Cauiiuvs.     L'omplrtliig  tlio    Illattiry  to  d 

Uralli  orwilliuii  Kafiu.     VoU.  1.  i»  IV.  .Oi^.  ur-h  Sl«. 
Pawrave. — A    I^arratht   0/  a    Yfar's  Journey   IAjv 
Central  and  Eastern  Arabia,  1862-3. 

By  W:i.i.iAii  Gtrroun  Pawhavb  |Uid  of  thn  Kifffath  Kaiiii— 

Bombay  H.l.t   f'/Ot  D'ui  Chiaper  SdUltn.     With  Mb[>,  Plu 

«nil  PnTtruit  ol  Autlidr,  nnfcravcd  dq  Stncl   by  JxmK     "    ~ 

Bvo.    7i.  fliL 

VALau\vB.—Worh  bf/  F1USCI8  TiniNKB  Paloravk,  Mj 
late  Fdlow  of  Extter  Cotlf^  Oxford. 
The  Five  DnifJ  SntrrtainmmU  ni  Wrntworth  Qrt.  _ 
A  Book  fnr  Chililren.     With  IBtwtrntiiM  by  Aumrn  Hcnin 
SD<)  F.njtrnvvl  TUIe-pIRs  by  Js>!'«.   SioaTI  Ha.  elmh  « 
TA*   Golden,  Trcntury  of  the  bat  Son^s  and  . 
Poems  in  the  EnfjlvOi  Lanffwzgf. 

MerXu-\  and  nm.iiae.1,  with  Soita,  \ij  futlKta  TnUxXK  Tu 

ORivt,     18ma.  clolli  extra.     U.   M. 
Etsaue  orv  Art, 

Mulrewly— Dy«o— Holmin  Iliin 

Somntiormlisin  in  Art— Srulptur 

ke.     Kxtnt  tcup.  Srn.    Si. 
Sfljijwfe  and  Soniff. 

Dy  Wii.Lr.vM  RiiiRnrKiRR.      Klitnl   by    P.  T.    PauUVI 


K.lilnl   by  

I  Rnrrtoif.     With  Vignette  Tirie  liyJitiK*.    t*  ML~ 
Original  Hipnnx. 

SreonA  VAXtinn,  mlnTKC'l.     ISmo,     ti.  StI. 
I  rALfiRATT". — 7^  ffoiiie  of  Commons. 

IIUiRtntioniinf  IM  IlinlAry  itnci  PronlM.  I.n4iirfB  dpltrMv^.. 
KriKM*,  Ditr.  li<0M.  By  Bminaih  F.  [),  FAUntAY^  ^S 
KolM  mil  lorift.     rwwn  Syn,    *>,  flJ.  ^ 
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PaLMBR.— 7S<;  Bode  of  Praise: 

From  th«  Best  Knglish  H^mii  Wrilcn.   Svlectad  and  Mnngnil 

b;  StR   RoD^DKU.   Palmkii.     With   Vignctta   b;  Woouik*. 

IHiao.      Id.  id.     largt  Type  Biiituiii,  doiuy  8to.    10*.  Sit 
A  nymnal. 

ChiHlly  From  th*  Rook  or  Pit«  ise.    1q  wioae  situ, 

A.— In  roni  32ino.  cluth  lim)i.     id. 

B.— BtDull  ISnio.  Urser  typis  cloth  limp.    Is. 

C— Soino  Kdition,  Gna  iwper,  «lnU).  Ij.  M. 
An  Bdition  vilh  MiW,  Selpctod,    HirrnniiiMd,  itnil  Conipoacil  by 

Jotiic  HoLLAir.     Sqnuo  ISmn.    3(.  M. 
ParKES. — Avutratian   Views  of  England. 

EU'Tvn   l.otti-nt  nrittrn  Annua  tli«  yun  ISSl  Miil  lSi12.     Hj 

Hkkiit  PaRKM.  late  ColoiiiJ  .Sc.-ivliirj  ot  Ke*  Suulh  Wd.s 

Ormrn  Sio.     3a  W. 

pARKJ.v90N. — Worli*  hj  S,  Parkinson,  B.D. 
.      A   TreaHae  tm  EUmentary  Meohanici. 

Tar  tho  Uxe  ot  the  Juninr  CIvsfa  at  tbi-   [Tnivanitv  and  1li« 

Higher  I'lnuoi  in  Scliooia.     Willi  >  L'uHcFiion  o(  tixunplcr. 

/WrlA  fiMiJioii,  rmMif.  Unwn  Svo.  Gt.  U. 
vl   Trealwe  on  Optica. 

Stanul  MdilioH,  i  rt-unJ.     Crnwn  Svo.     1 0i,  Sd. 

Vktmokil— Works  by  Covkntbt  Patmobbl 
_^       The  Angel  in  the  IToiiaf. 

^ft  Book  I.    Thn  Iktrolbni.— Book  It.    Th«K«pmiMU  — Unok  lit 

^r  FfiilliAil  for  V.rtT.     With  Tuuerton  Chareli  Towor.   Two  rah. 

■  fckp.  Svo.     1!a 

^^  V  ANovind  Chmp  Edition,  in  odd  tuI.  fcat^Sro.  IraiitiMl}' 

prinlrJ  on  toned  jiipiT,  price  2*.  id. 
TJu   Victoria  of  Love, 
FMp.  8*0.    u.  «d. 
PBSnoSE. — On  a  Method  of  Frtdictivg  hi/  Omphii^al  Con- 
^J       gt'ntction,  Occultations  of  Slan  hy  the  Moon  and  Solar 
^P     Eclipses  /or  an;/  given  plaee, 

W^  ToecUirr  with  mon-  Ilianninii  Uvthnli  hr  the  accnrato  CbIciiU- 

■A  tion  or  LonciCado.    By  F.  C.  rsicu-j..^  KR,A.3.    With  ChirU. 

T>hl«.Ac.     iu,.     lit, 
Phantasmagoria,  avd  other  Poeyiit. 

Ry  Lrwih  CAKitoi.i,  Antbof  of  "  AUi^e'i  AdTcntttm*  in  Wiwdnr 
land,"     Fisp,  Svn.  ^!t  f\p^     Hi. 
rnr.\n. — Elnnevtary  Bi/Jrosiaties, 

T!y  J.  B.  PiiBAR,  M.A.     T&irJ  Ediiion,     Crown  3to.     S«.  S-'. 
PlIILUMORE. — Private  Law  amann  the  Romanii. 
_-  Frotn tb« Psodcvli.  ByJciiiNQeuEaKPiiii.ti)ii4RitQ.C.  Bio.  i'^. 
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The  JouttirI  of  SncrAil  rtnJ  Clusiii-al  rhllology.    Pour  Vok.  Im 

i£f.  e<i  cMh. 

The  JounuJ  of  PLilnlogy.  T»iMr  StriwL   EtUtnl  by  W.  O.  CbU. 
H.A.  JoHM  E.  a  Mayur,  H.A.  iikI  W.  .\t.mB  WiUBHr,  ILX 
Ho».  I.  II.  snJ  III.     Sffo.     4«.  M.  poch.     (Hsir-rMrlj.) 
Pi-ATo.— 7%«  Republic  of  Plato. 

TrouUtal  into  English,  with  Nntcn.   HyTru  FellovsalTiiiitr 


■1  rUto  an  J  SocntM  cncnnl 
bj  Jekns  frum  an  .^iili>iaa  Gem.   (Gulilrn  TrrasRry  9*rics)  }lv 
'.ili«ti,  18ino.  4i.  Bd, 
Platonie  ZHatoffMS,  The, 

For  EnfiHih  Ro*ler«.  Bj  the  Ute  W.  'Wiikwri.i,  D.D.  r.R.S. 
MfLM<^  nf  Trinity  Co1[i'|(o.  dunbriJoB.  Vol.  I.  Srctmd  JSiMm, 
r.>rii'iiiii"i'  T'"  Sfffrnfie  Oialnpia,  tcap.  8to,  7*  SA  ;  V«L  U 
■  ■'■•■■  .1  ■■:-.'<„,.hU  DiaJoyuti,  Oa  fct ;  VeL  ]IL  «N' 
t:-  ■■  -, ;..  W. 

Pi.,\un-H.     -'      ';  ■  ■     ■.-.■". 

■  nri.Tin,  ami   F.xcuiwia.     Br  the  bM  Pl«- 
K.iit",l  hy  0.  U.  n\)«AV.  M.A.     Sm.    lii. 
PdM  /or  a  New  Snyluh    Version  of  the  Ikripturet. 

Bv«Licaatiat<iaf  thoChurphof3t<utUD<L    Sim.      &t 
Tope.— Th/i  Poetical   Warkji  of  AlrMindifr  Popi<. 

I^litrj,  with  Solos  and  lntroJui'tury  M'liinir.   hy   i>i:on»wit 

Waku.     Glwbc  Serioi.     Olvbs  8vu.     ^.  «i{. 
POTiEit. — A  Voice  from  the   Church,  in  AustrcUia  .• 

Sormana  jirsnchcd  in  Uelbonrov.    Uj  the  Itar.  Honutr  l*omi. 

UA.    Extra  fcup.  Sto.    ia.Bd, 
PiiiTM. — Ifinta  lowartM  Lalin  J'rost  Componitian. 

By  A,  W.   Purrs,  M.A.   IIwul  HMtir  of  tlia  Vottet  Se\»2. 

EcliobuixU.     Ettrn  fcan.  Sin.     !<.  id. 
practitioner  (Thf),  a  Moiithli/  Journal  of  Thcrapeuiict. 

Editoil  by  FntsciH  E.  A."(«Tiit,    M,D.    8vo.      Vnr,«   ]*  U. 

Villa.  :.  mid  II.     Svii.  aUih.     iOt.  eJ.  cni-h. 
PliATT. — Treatise    on   AltracCioTia,    La    Place's  I^'unetioM, 
and  the  Figure  of  the  Earth. 

B;  J.  H.  PitATT,  H.A.     Third  Ediiioit.    Crown  Sro.     b.  M 
Peescott. — The  Three/old  Cord. 

Sermons  nreai-hei!  bcfaro   tlia  Univeni'tj  of  Camtmilira.     Hi 

J.  E.  PRMCOTT.  RD.    Trap.  8vo.  8*.  84.  ^  ' 

PuKSCorr. — Slrong  Drink  and  Tobacco  fhnokr ;  ffie^nuiurf, 
(iratvth.  and  Uses  of  Matt.  Hops,  Yca»t,  and  Tobacco. 

By  HExnir  P.  rnHHcorr,  F.L.S.    Witli  IflT  Ori;{iaal  IHnrtn- 

lions,  engrsYcd  on  ^lesl.     8ro.     7:  M. 
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ItaCTES. — J    Si 


•  LMu      1 

/Wm>  tfDmwH  tknmahfmmnm  mmmnL 

MM^Xita.    llriMvriaBM.    CMmtWh    Mk  ML 
PCTUX— ^a  ShmmMmfy  f^mtim  m  f^m  &ttHm*  mti 

HiMtt/rr  tltir  SUhMm. 

Ur*^  *a%wd  Itt  tta  Vw  «f  IhviMMk.    Jtr  Q-  *lkU» 
FmciK.  M.A.   lb*d  HMtM  »f  W1»1«WH«  Cwthr     l«M 
CttKH.  nlmrfii.    (.>v«*  »i«t    }>  M 
Ptllms.—HU  Pmher  »mI  Oafw^w,  /Vt'aW^  (»»t..it»<^ 
Vltk  M«b  of  Kqi>w»fci>.  Mtd  K  LW  hT  A]>[«vt«tat*  rkiMte. 
B]r  Ik  G*<r.  Itixkv  Pruuc.  M.A.     Swk.     1* 
B-VLKGH.— rU   l(/r   p/   5tr    U'alttr  HattyA.   >.»W    »>>•«» 
Chntfmjvrttry  IkicmMtntx. 

(\illnrUd.     Witb  l\*nrail     ISra  VfO^  tvu.     SS>. 

Rausat. — 7%r  Caltrkiarr's  Mmmutt; 

Or.  the  rhoFch  CUtckiM*  l)^BUmHl  mJ  KxiO»Im>1.  hr  Ui. 

I'm  of  Clnxjsini,  ScWtohmrtu^  uul  IVMobvn.    Hy  Annvi 

KAiBur.  UX    SMMrf  JTMmm.    IBnu.     1«.  M. 
Rawllvsok. — Ele»untary  St4tHt». 

By  a  lUwuicauN,  U.A.     fjUtiJ  <>*  Ki>\vJk«ti  SiVMiW,  MA. 

L'mwii  S*o.    4*.  U. 
£aju  0/  SunJ^  /or  Dark  Hayt. 

A  BoJi  of  S«)tct)Qn*  (ur  th«  hiHVriNB     Willi   ■  l'it>tiii'i>   U 

(.'.J.VAiaiuN.UU.    Ibtuo.    A-iwIilillm.    b.  «■!.   Hixw'tii. 

old  itylB,  14.  SaL 
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llyll,,   1!,.,,    C    (■  'l.i,  .1., 


,i!c,  Ijillli  IluVttUTON, 

xKAii,  IL  CftAnnun, 

lllU«.  A,  I..  ItVKoh, 


Question.',  h,  ,1  iUj,;-U 
Itr  F.  li.  lliLk,  UuM'Ui 
W.  U  NXWKAH,  (.'.  H, 
K   IlAlimsoN,  IIVT.J,   f 

Joicu.    Sv9.    10»,  id. 


lid.  B-aiii'iT. 

ii<r».  J.  II.  Ki» 

SUlTlt.jAMKil 

d  J'artiammt. 

I.CMiiNnntH,  MmmiUiii  Towwiiiiti, 
■AHKM.  J.  U  KisNUi.  a  tlwriii. 

T.  IkibLHn,  J.  U.  I.li»LV»,lllllUvVli 
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Merivale.^ — Salhist  for  Sckooh. 

By  C.  Mkkivai.b.  B.D.     .Irsend  Sdi/ien.      Fea.j>.  Svti.     U.  U 
*,*  Tho  .Tugurlhauidtlie  Cntalinanio}'  bo  had  aopantdj,  [a 
2i.  6d.  encb. 
Keats'  Hyperion  rendered  into  Latin  Verse. 

By  C.    Mbeuvalk,    B.D,     Second   Edition.      Extnt  torn.  >mJ 
8».  erf.  ■ 

MiLNEit. — The  Lily  of  LunUey. 

By  Enirn  Milnkr.     Crown  8to.     In.  flii. 

Mistral,  F. — Mirdlt.  a  Pastoral  Epic  of  Provence. 
Translutod  by  M.  CniouTOH.     Extra  fuap.  8vq.     Sa. 

Modem  Industries :  A  Se-ri^s  of  Reports  on  IitduMry  mJ 
Manufactures  as  represented  in  the  Paris  ExposUm 
in  1867. 

By  Twelve  BniTian  Workmbs,     Crown  8to.      la. 

MooRHOUBK. —  Worhshy  3 xTA%fi  MonRHOUSE,  M^ 

Some  Modem  Diffi.culties  reacting  the  Facta  of  SiibtH 
and  Revelation. 
Kcap.  Svo.    2t  H. 
The  Httl^an  Lcetwres  for  1865. 
Crown  Svn.     5a. 

Morgan. — A    Collection   of   Mathematical    Problems    anti 

Examples. 

By  H.  A.  MOHQAN,  M.A.     Crown  Svo.     Os.  6d. 
MORISON. — The  Life  and   Times  of  Saint  Bernard,  Abbct 
of  ClairvaKT. 

By  James  Comin  MontSQM,  U.A.     iVcto  Sdition,   mJi^ 
Crown  Bvo.     7*.  ed. 

MoRLEY,  Jobs. — Edmund  Bwrke — a  Sidorical  Study. 

Crown  Svo.     1*.  id. 
IXofiS?.— Working  for  God, 

And   otiier   PrnclLcul   .'i-.rinoi 

SeeoHtt  Editim.     Fvap.  Svo. 

Morle  D' Arthur. 

Sm  TnoMAH  Halokt's  Book  of  EtNO  Anrnuii  nml  afbis  nohb 
KsiUHTS  orthe  HanTJi)  Tadle.  The  Kilitbii  of  Unntnn  nrwl 
fur  Modem  iwe.  With  Inirwlurtion  liy  Siii  KnwAun  STnir-HB* 
BarL     Uloho  8i-ri«g.     Globe  8iu.    3..  erf, 


By   FKAKC13   Morse,    M.jL 
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MULLISGEI!. — Cambritli/e  Characlemtics  in  Ike  SevcntemUi, 
Century. 

Bj  J.  U.  MULLINGER,  B.A.     Ctowq  Svo.     is.  M. 

Munpirr. — Habit  and  Intdlvfcnce,  in  their  connexion  u-ith 
the  Laws  of  Matltr  and  Force. 

A   Seri™  nf  SciontiBc   Ess«j8.     By  Josbpii   John   MuaPHi, 

Two  vola.  8vo.     16s, 
ilYEllS.— S(.  Paul. 

A  Vwm.     By  F.  "W.  II,  Myees.     Stfond  Edifion.     Eilra  fcap. 

Svo.  2s.  6d. 
Myers. — The  Purilans. 

A  roeni.     By  Ebn'est  Mteb!*.     Extra  fcap.  Svo.     Il  dd. 
KettlESUIP. — Essays  on  Robert  Browning's  Poetry. 

BjJohhT.  NffTTLRsHiF.     Extra  fcap.  Svo.     6(.  M. 
New  Landlord.  The. 

Tranalatcl  from  tho  Hanj^ariitn  of  Hauricb  Jokai  hy  A.  J. 

FATTunsoH.    Tiro  voU.  uruwu  Svo.     2Ij. 
Noel. — Beatrice,  and  other  Poems. 

By  tho  Hon.  Rokbs  Nobl.     Keap.  Svo.     6j. 
Karthom  Circuit. 

Brief  Notes  of  Travel  in  Swe'Icn,  FiulaaJ,  and  RuKniit.     With  a 

Frantitipiece,     Crown  Svo.  St. 
NoilTOS. — The  lady  of  La  Oaraye. 

By  tho  Hon.  Mrs.  NonroN.     With  Vignetto  uid  FrunUspietB. 

SLcl/t  Edilum.     Fcnp.  8vn.     is.  Zd. 

O'BniEN. — Works  by  J^vmes  Thomas  O'Brien,  D.D.  Bishop 
of  Ossori/. 

An  Attempt  te  Explain  and  EMablisk  the  Doctrine 
of  Justification  by  Faith  only. 
Third  i'rfiMbn.     Svo.     11). 
Charge  delivered  at  the  Visilalion  in  1863. 
Searad  Edition.    Svo.    2*. 
Old  ffir  Dout/lax. 

BytlisHon.  Mrs,  Noutos.    Chtnf  Edition.     Crunu  Svo.     »l<. 
OUhiiry. 

By  MiM  A.  Keakv,  Aathor  of  "Janet's  Uumr."    Tliri^u  toU. 
cruwuSvo.    £1  111.  6d. 

Oliphast. — Agnes  Hopetoun'a  Schools  and  Holidays. 

By  Mm  Olipha-it.     Boyal  ISmo.  gilt  leaves.     St.  td. 
Outer. — Lessons  in  Elementary  Botany. 

With  nearly  SOD  IlloatrstionB.     By  Danikl  Oliveb,  F.K.S. 

F.L.S.     ISina.    Seemtl Silitiau.     ta.  id. 
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i!  Si-hoob,     By  Edward  A.  Omx. 


Oppks, — French  Reader, 

For  the  Use  of  Colleges  m 
Fcap.  8to.     In.  Brf. 
Orwell. — The  Bishop's  Walk  artd  the  Bishop's   Timet^-i 
Poems  on  th?  Days  of  Arcliliishop  Leigliton  and  the  F 
CovBuaiiL     By  Oiiwat.!.     Fcap.  Svo.    6a. 
Our  Tear. 

Prose  und  VeTse.     By  tho  .^\i)thor  of  "  Juta 
l"    UluMrataJ  by  Clakkstb  DoBKi-L.   Bdjil 


OtTtX.  J 

let,- mm 


,\.  Chilli's  Book. 

HnliTu,  Ocolleu 

19rao.     8*.  i'l. 
Oxford  Spertatov  {The). 

licpriDtDil     Exti'a  &np,  8vo.     Sj  6r{. 
pALfiRATE. — History  of  Nornifindy  and  of  JSngland, 

By  Sir  Frawcib  Pai^bavb,    CompictJiig  iho  HUtrtry  to  Ik 

Dcatli  of  William  Kufits.     Vols.  I.  to  IV.  gvo.  bm^Ii  aijr, 
PiVLnRAVE. — A    Narrntiva    of  a    Tenr's  Juibriietf    t}iro»A 
Central  and  Eastern  Arabia,  1862-3. 

By  WrLtiAM  GriTFOHn  Palsfiavi  (late  of  ths  Eichth  lt«aiiiiHt 

BnmhayN.I.)   Fifth  itml  Ch^per  Edmon.    With  Map, >Um 

and  I'ortruit  of  Author,  onji^ved  ou  Steal  by  Jkkns.     Cnm 

Svo.    7*.  6.1. 

Palqrave. — Works  by  Fkancis  Turner  Palgravb,  M.A. 

late  Fellow  of  Eieeter  College,  Oxford. 

The  Fivf  Dfiyg  SrUfrtainments  at  WnUiuorih  Grange. 

A  Bonk  for  CbiliirtiTL     With  IllURtration!i  by  Ani'mrn  Braatt 

and  EngtMVtxt  Title-pofia  by  Jkknil   ShikII  Ito.  ijlnth  »xb«.  k 

The  Ooldcii  Treasury  of  the  best  Songs  and   LyrinU 

Poems  in  the  English  Language. 

SeUcto'l  and  amtn^Rod,  nith  Notes,  by  FiiAKOis  TcRites  Pl^ 

nnAVB.     ISmo.  doth   extra.     *».   Oil. 
Essays  on  Art. 

MulwaJy— Dyco^Holman  Ilnnt  — Hwlxirt — Poetiy.  froM,  and 

Souaationalism  in  Art- — Sculpture  \a  England — The  Alliart  Omv 

&o.     Fxtra  fcap.  Bvo.    6s. 
Sonnets  and  Soiufs. 

By  WltLUM  SHAaxSTKABB.      Hilited    bv    F.   T.     PAi.nUT& 

OitH  Bditiov.     With  VignrtlB  Title  by  Jebss.     St.  Orf. 
Original  Hymns. 

SeeoBil  Edition,  enlnrx^d.     ISmo.    1j.  Sri. 
PalobaTR — The  ffoiise.of  Commons. 

IliuBlrations  of  Its  History  anil  Pmctice.  LpPtnreB  d^liTfml  H 
Keisma,  I)w.  1888.  By  Bi«>isai.d  F.  D.  Pawiravr,  WiA 
Note?  mid  Iniiex.    Crown  Sto.    4j.  «d. 


Palmer. — The  Book  of  Praise. • 

From  the  Best  English  Dfrnn  Vrilers.   Svlectsd  uid  unnged 

bf  Sib    KorxDtLL    Falueb.     With  Tignetto   by  Woolker. 

ISmo.      U.S-l.     Larje  T^pe  eUUion,  tiemj  Svo.    lOi.  id. 
A  Symnal, 

Chiefly  from  the  BOOK  or  Pb«.ire.     In  yariooB  tau, 

A.— In  ravul  32mo.  cloth  limp.     «d. 

B. — SinnUlSmo.  Urgertjpe,  cloth  Um p.     ti. 

C— Some  Editiao,  line  liaper,  -cloth.     If.  M. 
An  EJitioD  with  Miuic,  Selected,   Hamioni^ed,  and  Composed  1ij 

Jobs  Udu.aii.    SqaaielSmo.    Zi.  Sd. 
PARKEfl. — Anstralian  Views  of  England. 

Eleven  I.ettera  written  during  tUo  yaara  ISfll  »diI  1882.     Ily 

Hknbv  Fahkek,  late  Coloniul  Secretary  of  New  South  Wall'*. 

Crown  8vo.     3».  erf. 

Paekisson. —  Works  hi  S.  Paekjnson,  B.D. 
■      .4   Treaiise  on  Elementary  Meclmnics. 

For  Lbs  Use  of  the  Junior  Classea  >t  thr  (TniTenitv  ami  the 
Uiglier  CUssos  in  Svboala.     With  a  CullccUon  nl  feumplcf. 
Fourth  Kdiliim,  reviatd.     Crown  Svo.     i>«.  id. 
A   Treatise  on  Optica. 

Steend  SditiiM,  levised.    Crown  8vo.    lO.i.  M, 
PATMORt — Works  iy  Cotkntkt  Patmouk. 
The  Aligel  in  the  House. 

Bnok  I.  ThB  Betrothal.— Book  11.  TheFfljionmls.— Bcxilt  111. 
FHithfiU  for  Ever.  With  Tamectou  Church  Tower.  Two  Tola, 
fcap.  8vo.     12*. 

*,*  A  JJew  and  Cheap  Edition,  in  one  vol.  fcap.  8»o.  bnanlirully 
printed  on  toned  paper,  pfico  2«.  td. 
The  Victories  of  Zovf. 
Prop.  Sto.    U.  6d. 
PKSnoSE. — On  a  Mtthod  of  Predieting  hj  Graphical  Con- 
str^iction,  Oecvitationa  of  Stars  hij  the  Moon  and  Solar 
Edipxes  for  any  given  place. 

Toftelhw  -with'  more  Rignruus  M«1h™U  fnr  Ibo  accnmto  CalctiU- 
tion  of  Lonritttdc.    By  F.  C.  Pb.vrose,  F.K.A.S.    With  Chnrta, 
Tables,  io.    4to.    1&. 
Phantasmagoria  and  other  Poems. 

Ry  Lawis  Cabboll,  Anllior  of  "  Alice's  Adventnres  in  Wonder 
laud."     FcAp.  8to.  (tilt  edjjea.     B>. 
PiiEAIL — Elemevtary  ITfjilrostatics. 

By  J.  B.  Phrar,  M.A.     Tiird  Edition.     Crown  3to.     6*.  ft'. 
PhiLLIMORK — Private  Zavi  amtmg  the  Romans. 

From  the  Pnndocts.  8jJoBsGE0BGErHiLni(OKi,(Jj:.  8<o. 
0  3  ■* 
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MAUillLLAX  AND  C0.'« 


Thfl  Joiininl  of  SacroJ  and  Clasei'iil  Philology.    Four  ToU.  h« 

\2i.  6d.  each. 

ilio  Jonrnil  of  Pbiliilogy.  Now  Scries.   EditeJ  liy  W.  G  Cun 

M.A.  Jorr-J  E.  H.  Macob,  M.A.  imJ  W.  Aims  Wright,  1'  ' 

Kns.  I,  II.  and  III.     Svo.     Js.  6(1.  esoU.     (Half-yearly.) 
Plato.— T^e  RfiniUv:  of  Plato. 

Translateil  into  EngliBh.  with  Kotea.    Bj  Twn  Fellows  of  Triai^ 

College,  Cambridjjo  (J.  LI.  DuTida,  M..A.  and   D.  J.  YwaAtM, 

11.A.T    With  Tignetto  Portruts  of  Flnto  and  Socrste*  cngnrri 

by  Jeehs  from  nn  Anliiue  Gem.   (GDldca  Treasury  Seri^Jfir 

EdUion,  ISmo.  4>.  Sd. 
Plalonic  Dialornies,  T/ie, 

For  ErRlish  Rc-ulers.    By  the  hte  W.  'WBEWEi.t.  D.D.  F.M 

Muster  uf  Trinity  Collcf;o,  Cambridge.    Vol.  I.  Steatut  JifMw, 

containing  The  SbctoIui  DialogvfJi,  fcap.  Sva   7*.  6rf.  ;  Tbl  U 

uontninina  7^  Anii-Sophist  DMogues,  6*.  Bit  j  VoL  III  C 

tainini;  T%>  Rtpublie,  7n.  64. 
Plautds. — The  Mosinllaria. 

With  Notes,  ProlegoTtienn,  and  Kxctmmn.     By  th«  Iat«  fn- 

rEsaolt  Rausav.    Edited  by  G.  G.  K.^kbav,  XLA.      Sto.    Ifc 
Pica  for  a  New  English    Version  of  the  l^riptures. 

By  a  LicaotJate  of  tho  Chureh  of  Snutknd.     Sra.      60, 
P*iPK. — Tim  Poetical   Works  of  Alr..cander  Pope. 

Eilitml,  with  Kates  and  Introductory  Memoir,   by   pRorEMt 

Wabb.     Glubo  Seriog.     Qluba  Svo.     3j.  6d. 
Poi'TElt, — A  Voice  from  the  Church  in  Austraiia  : 

aonnoQS  prenchud  in  Uclbonrac.    By  tlie  Kev.  Robk&t  Ptfirn 

KA.     Extra  fuap.  8va.     it.  Sd. 
Potts. — Hints  lojoards  Latin  Prose  Composition. 

By  A.  W.   PoTTB,  M.  A.  IIe»d  Miutor  of  tlia  FotUs  Seknl 

£dinbun{h,     Eztrn  fi'iip.  Svo.     23.  6d. 
Praclilioner  (The),  a  Montfdjt  Journal  of  Therapeutic^ 

EJitfld  by  KaASdia  E.  Anbtie,    M.D.    Svo.       Prico   1«l   « 

Vols.  I.  and  11.    Svo.  clutb.     Ida.  BJ.  each. 
Pr..vTT. — Treatise    on    Attractions,    La   Place's  Functiotu, 
and  the  Figure  of  the  Earth. 

By  J.  H.  P«*Tr.  M.  A,     Third.  EdUioA.    (.'rowii  8to.     6j  m: 
Phescott.— rae  Threefold   Cord. 

Sermoiia  presphed  befori)   the  Cniveraity  of  Carabridmi.     B* 

J.  E.  Prkscott.  B.D.     Fcap.  avo.  8a.  U. 
PitESCOTT. — Strong  Drink  and  Tobacco  Stnoke ;  the  Structure 
Growth,  and  TTs(s  of  Malt.  Hops,  Yeast,  and  Toheuxo. 

By  Heshy  P.  PiiEscoTr,  F.L.S.    Witli  167  OH^dkI  nimtn- 

tions,  engraTcd  on  ^tvel.     Sto.     7i.  M. 


p  Liai  Ui   I'UULlUATiUSS.  3r 

Pboctek. — A  History  of  tlvc  Booh  of  Covntion  Prayer: 
Willi  II  Bftlionnle  of  ill  OIHrts.  Eighth  Editirm,  revtsat  and 
tBiargfd.    Crown  8vo.    10».  Cd. 

PitoCTRR  AS'D  Maclcak. — An  Ulcmeniary  Introduction  (o 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 

Third  SdiHon,  Ke-urnnnil,  niid  BmiplemdiUd  by  (id  Eijiluii*- 
tion  of  the  Uarainfi  ana  EviMiiiut  I'lvver  niid  ihi-  I.itau)'.  Br 
F.  1-H<KTU.  M.A.  Mida.  r.  Haclkak.  Ii.D.    IStno.    i>.  Cd. 

J'nalnis  of  Daeid  chrondogienlly  arranged. 

An  Amende!  Vcrainn.  witli  JtistomnI  lutrodnetlons and  K.wpla- 
uutury  Notci.     l\j  Fovii  Pgikkub.     Crovu  Sro.     ]U«.  (id, 

PCCKI-E, — An  Elementary  Treaiiu  on  Conic  Sections  and 
Algehraie  Qcomttry,  with  numerous  Exawphs  and 
Hints  for  their  Solution, 

KipceinUy  deiignnl  far  tlic  Use  of  Bpglnnerfi.  Rj  G.  lUi.K 
PrcKLE,  M.A.  ITmiI  MbsIit  of  ■\Vind«nnotc  College.  Third 
Ediliitn,  enlargtd.    Crown  Sv-o.    7t.  Bd. 

Prr-LEK. — The  Psalter  and  Canticles,  Pointed  for  Clianting, 
Willi  Mnrl^s  of  Ejrpnmian,  niid  n  List  of  Appropriate  Chantn. 
hy  llie  tier.  Hexbt  PfLLKK,  M.A.      Svo.     Ra, 

RauigH. — The  Life  of  Sir  M'alter  liahyh,  based  vpon 
Contemporary  Dootmentn. 

By  KnwAEU  EnwAnu.i.  Totr^llicr  willi  Lis  I.tTTKiit,  iinw  first 
C«ll.vtcd.     With  I'urtrmil      Two  VoU.  8vo.     S3... 

Ramsat. — 7%(  Catechiser's  Manual; 

Or,  til*  Chuivli  Caterliinii  niiistroled  «nd  ErplBincd,  for  thi- 


1(.  6d. 


R\VI LVisOit.— Elementary  Statics. 

Ity  O.  Kawunsos,  M.A.     Edited  h 

Crown  8vo.    4».  Cd. 
Hays  of  Suniighl  for  Dark  I>ays. 

A  Book  of  Bclcvlions  for  the  Suffcrins-     YTkli   a  rKfuri;   liv 

C.  J.  VAt'RiiAK,  D,D.    ISmo.    Xtw  Edition.    i:<id.   Huruccti, 

old  ttylo,  1*.  6i. 
Reform. — Essays  on  Iteform. 

Bj  the  lion.  G,  C  'lluuDiiici!.  B.  H.  IICTTOX,  LoliD  BovoHTox, 

A.  T.  UivEv,  LesuK  Stbpiif.n,  J.  II,  KI^^-EAu,  B.  Ckacropi-, 

C.  ILPKArdON.GuLDWiK  SuiTu,  Jaues  BiivcK,  A.  L.  BuraoK. 

knd  Sir  Geo.  Vounu.     Ktu.     lOi.  ed. 
Questions  for  a  Heformfd  I'ardameni. 

By  r.  if.  Hill.  CoDFUn-  I.cbhincton,  M_ 

W.  U  HKWiiis.  C.  8.  I'aukxi^  J.  H.  Kil  . 

F.  H.11SBISOK,  Mov.  J.  v..  T.  liiKiLfc,,  J.  M.  Lv 

Jokes.    8vo.    lib.  6it 


11  STUuciEx,  VL.X, 


U.  HoofEi^, 
ftudLLovo 
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MACMILLAN  AND  CO.'S 


llKYHOLDS. — A  Byi^.em,  of  Medicine.     Vol.  I. 

Editeil  by  J.  Bubseli.  Uevhomih,  M.D.  F.R.C,P.  Lotxltt. 
Pakt  I.  Ubnekal  DiHEAHKii,'  Of  AiTwtinna  oC  iIm  Whilt 
Syntc-tu.  S  1, — Those  delunnined  hj  tgvtiti  opoxtuw  KMI 
nitbout,  au'^b  u  tUc  cximtheinBtiL,  malnrinj  discftBen,  u3  iMr 
al]<«B.  gn, — ThoBB  diilemiiued  by  coiiditiotis  uubHui;  witUt 
the  liodT,  buchu  Uont,  Rhuuinatinni,  Uickets,  Ac  Pakt  U. 
}jf>cn.  JJisHABKN,  Dr  Aflcctious  of  }urUcular  SjTBtoiBa.  |I.— 
Disi'Bses  ol'tie  akin.      Svo.    2fi». 

.^  Sffstan  of  Medicine.     Vol.  II. 

Pakt  II.  g  1. — DisRtLsen  or  tbn  Ncrvotu  Syslem.  A.  Oouml 
Ncrvuiu  Duensei.  U.  Partiiil  Uiseuea  of  Llii>  Nervoua  SnMft 
1.  UiMBsPs  of  the  Ilcnd.  2.  OumiaFB  of  the  Spinal  ColiinK 
3.  Diseases  of  the  Nervoa.  H)'— I>ia<»oes  of  tlie  Digtrtiit 
System.  A.  DineiiBeB  of  th<?  StoInll<^I].  Svo.  SSs. 
A  System  of  Medicine.     Vol  III.  pnthehi* 

Ketholds. — Notts  of  the  Christian  Life. 

A  Srieation  of  Sermon*  Jjy  Henbt  HobkTit  Kkvkou>»,BLA 
PreiidcDt  of  Cbeshiuit  Cotlogp,  aatl  Felbvr  of  Uoivenit]'  CoD^ 
Loudon.     Crown  8to.     7s.  id. 

RBrNOLDS.— jtforfiTM  Methods  in  Elementar)/  Oeomeiry. 

By  E.  M,  KevNOLtis,  M.A.  Mathemotacsl  Master  in  CliftiM 
CuUi-xo.     Crown  Svo.      3».  Bd. 

Ridicula  Rtdivioa. 

ReiiiK  old  Nurspn  UhymM.     Illiiatrsted  in  Caloors   by  J.  S. 

RouKKfl,     With  JlluniiuKled  Cover.     Imp,  4to.      9g, 
Roberts. — Discussions  on.  the  Gospels. 

By  Uie   licv.  Ai.KxtwKii  Sobkiitij,  B.D,    Seeomt    SdUU*. 

revised  and  enlargfd.     flvo,     Iflj. 
ROBEKTSON. — Pastoral  Cou-TiSch. 

By  the  bite  John   Robektson.    D.D.  of  Glaasrow  CntJiedimL 

New  Mitiun.      With   PrefBoe  by  the  Author  of  "  Rccresliotu 

ef«  Country  Pawou."     Extra  fcnp.  Svo.     6». 
Robinson  Crusoe. 


Robinson. —  Diary,  Ri-minvicentcs,  and   Corrfspondence  of 
Henry  Crabb  Robinson,  Barrister  at  Lan\  P.S.A. 

Spk-tlrd  uLid   Edited  ty   Dr.  T.   Sai>leb,      Three    vols.   8*0. 

With  t'orlrait.     36*.  — 

ROBT. — A    Latin    Gram 


■  for   the   Eighrr    Clofssa  i 


'rammar   Schools,  based   on   tlie  '•  KlemeiUa.ry  , 


Qrammar. 

By  H.  J.  ItoBv.  H,A. 


Pn  tlic 


LIST  OF  PUULICATIONS.  39 

EOBY. — Story  of  a  Household,  aiui  olJier  Poems. 

B^Mabt  K.  BoB7.    Frill'.  8 vo.    ''*' 
Rogers. — Historical  Gleanintjs. 

A  Series  of   Bk*tc!iM  by  J.  E-  TKyKOLD  Kogeub.     Couteiits : 

Moiitflgii—Walpolo—Adim  Smith — Cobbott.  Crown  8vo.  ii.  ad. 
E0MASI8. — Strmont  preadied  at  St,  Mary's,  Reading. 

Br  William  Rouanh,   M.A.     firtt  &ru>.    Fcap.  8va.    61. 

Also,  Stemd  Stria.     6i. 
EoscoE. —  Worlcs  ly  I'bofkssoe  Boscok,  I-'.R,S. 

LessonsiAEIancntary  Chemistry, ItwrganiciiiuiOrijanie. 

Thirtemlh  Tluiu$and.     IBmo.     ia.  9d. 
The  Specti'um  Analysis. 

A  Sciios  of  Le«tur«i  ilolirwisl  in  ISdB,     With  Pour  Appni- 

dicM.     I.(^tjTiUiutret«(lnitli  Enoraviiigi,  Uipt,  iiul  i-1irrjmt]- 

lithi^rophi   or  the    Suclni  of  thn    Cbrtuical  Kkmont*  uiJ 

Huvuiiiy  BodJca.     Uedium  Sto.     Cloth  eiLm,  gilt  top,  21i. 
RossETTi. —  Works  by  Cbbistina  Rossettl 
Goblin  Market,  and  other  Poems. 

WiUi  Two  Dtaigun  liy  D.  G.  RoasETTi.    Stamd  Edition.     Fca|i, 

8*0.    5i, 
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EossETTL — Works  by  Wiluam  Michael  Eossetti. 
DaiUe's  Corrudy.  I'he  Hell. 

TfiiislBMd  into  liteml  Bluuk  Terse.    Fcap.  8to.    6j. 
Pine  A  rt,  chirjly  Coniemjiorary. 

Oowa  8vo.     I'dt,  ad. 
I^^UT^. —  Treatise  on  It-ynamies  of  Rigv:l  Bodies 

With  Nunieroua  F.x«inpleB.  By  E.  J.  Bol-td,  M.A.  Ncic  Ediiiun. 

Crown  Sto.     \is. 
E0W8ELL. —  Works  by  T.  J.  Eowsell,  SI, A. 

The  Eiiglish  Universities  and  Dte  Uti^lish  Poor. 

Bnuuvut  jiniachcil  before  tb«  Univertity  of  Cuabrid^i.     Fc.tii, 

8vo-    2i. 
Man's  Labour  and  Ood's  Harve-st. 

Senuouiinroacheii before  the  UoivErBity  of  t'liiiiliriJge  in  Lenl, 

ISfll.     Fcap.  8vo.     Si. 
RUFFINL — Vinee-fiza  ;  or.  Sunken  Mods. 

By  JuuH  Rdffini.     Three  vols,  orowu  Svo.     3I>.  9d. 
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Scott.— TAf  Foeiical  Works  of  £kr  Waller  Sevlt, 

Edited,  iritli  BiofsraiiluPBl  aud  Critical  Meiuoii,  bj:  FuJtCk 
Ti'KSKU  PALHRiVK.     Qlohc  Smcs.     GloUc  8ro.     3».  M, 

SooTT.  — D  iscoK  rses. 
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Seaton. — A  Hand-Buok  of  VaeciTiation. 
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SELVrtH.—Tke  Work  of  Christ  in  the  World. 

Hj  G.  A.  Belwyk,  D.D.  Bishop  of  Lkhfield.      Third  BiUm. 
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ShakespeabE. — The  Works  of  Williain  Shakespeare.     Cam- 
In-idrje,  Edition. 
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M.A.     NiuD  VoU.  Svo.  clotli.    U.\ii.id. 
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S/utifapcffTc's  Tempest. 

Willi  Glossarinl  and  Eniilauutory   Note 
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Shairp. — Kihialior,  and  other  Poems. 

Bj  J.  CAKrnCLL  SUAIKP.     Fcip.  Svo.     SjI. 

Shirley. — Elijah;   Four  Universittj Sernwiis. 

I.  Snmnrin.  II.  CarmeL  III.  KLshon.  ]V.  Horcli.  By  'W.'ft 
SmatKT,  D.D.     Fcup.  8vo.    is.  fid.  '" 

Simpson. — An  Epitome   of  the   History   of  the    Ckrtstiat 
Chnireh. 

By  William  SrMFSOS,  M.A.  Fourth  Ediliun.  Fonp.  8vo.    %t,A 

Smith, —  Worlds  hy  Alexander  Smith. 

A  JAfe.  Drama,  and  other  Poems. 

FoBp.  Svo.   2».  M. 
Citi/  Poems. 

Fcap.  8vD.    6». 
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Sunii.—I'ocms  hj  Cathekise  IIarsabd  Smith. 

Fcap.  8vo.     tt. 

SMirif, —  Worhs  hy  Goldwin  Smith, 

A  Letter  to   a  Whig  Member  of  Vic  Soxllicrn  Iitde- 
pcndence  Association., 

Kxtn  fcAp.  iia.  3<. 
TliTte  Eiiglish,  Statesmen  ;  P)jm,  CromtrtU,  and  Pitt. 
A  Couree   or  Lectures  on  the   I'ulitir^l  Ilistoiy  of  l^DgUnd. 
EtCra  fCBp,  8to,    A'rtO  otuI  CIttaiier  Sdition.     Ci. 

Smith. —  Works  hy  Bakxakd  Smitu,  M.A,  Rcclm-  of  Glnston, 
Rutland,  d-'c. 
AntJtmetic  and  Alff(bra. 

TaUh  SdUion.     Crown  8  vo.     lOf.  (U. 
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Ninth  Edittoa.     Crowu  Sva,     i».  ad. 
A  Key  to  the  Arithmctie  for  Scltools. 

ariviUh  Edilum.     l>ami  Svu.     b*.6d. 
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2j.  6d.  each. 
Shilling  Book  of  Arithmetic  for  NatioiuU  and  Elcnuii- 
tary  Schools. 

18mo.  dutk    Or  MraraUlj-,  Part  L  2d.  j  II.  3rf. ;  HI.  Id. 
Answers  to  the  Shilling  Buok  of  Arithmetic. 

18  mo.    Qd. 
Key  to  the  Shilling  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

ISmo.     it.  Gd. 
Examination  Papers  in  Arithnutic. 

In  Four  Parts.     18mo.    \a.  6d.     WitU  Aubwets.  1j.  Sd. 
Kcii  to  Examination  Papers  in  Arithinetic. 
'iSmo.  U.6d. 

Smith. — Hymtis  of  Christ  and  the  Cltri^ian  Life. 
Bj-  iLc  Ilev.  Walteb  C.  Sjiiric,  M.A.    F<;ap.  8vo.    ( 
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^B        Scott.— TA*-  Fvetiml  Workt  of  Sir  Walter  Heutl. 
^^M  fAHnA,  ititli  Itingmiibiml  >iu)  Critkil   Memoir,   lij  Fku 

^V  TUI'VRU  PaLOHAVR.     UlulwSvrita.      Ulblir  Svu.      Z».  M. 

Scott.  — Ditco  uraes. 

Ily  A.  J.  Scott.  KLA,  hAe  Trofesiur  ot  Ijigii^  in  Owuiirs  Calh 

MinicliiH[«r.    CwB-n  8vo,    7».  6d, 
Scouring  of  the  }Vhite  Horse. 

■  Or.  l1ie  I*UB  Vaffstiou  Itanililv  of  R  I«udou  Clvrk,      _ 

Amlior  or  ■' Tom  llrowi.-B  School  Diija."   Illuslralcd  l.yD 
SisjKiK  rhautmd.     Im|i.  IHmo.     it.M. 
Skatok. — A  Uand-liuok  oj  Vatxinalion. 
Bf  Ei>WAtti>  C.  Skatok.  II.I).  Hediml  Inapeetor  t 
Ci.Uiii:il.      KiiCrB  rc»p.  avo.      B*.  Orf. 

Sbxkiuk. — Guide  Co  tht  Cricket  Ground. 

]);U.  H.Si:i.KiBH.   WUli  Wooaciita.     ErtrnFcap,  8»o.   i 
Sklwyk. — The  Work  of  Christ  in  the  World. 

By  O.  A.  Selwth,  D-D.  Bishop  of  LidiflcLd-     Tttirtl  1 

t'ro«n  8vo.    2i. 
SHAKESPEAitE. — Tite  tt^orks  of  WiUiam  Simiapeare. 
hridffe  Edition. 

EJitoi  T>T  Ww.  Grobok  Ci.*rk,  M.A.  «na  W.  Ai.nts  VT 

M.A.     Kine  VoIk,  Sto.  vlotli.    U.Ht.6'1. 
Sliakapeare.     Olobe  £<lilum~ 

tKditnl  by  W.  0.  Clikk  aiul  W.  A.  «'l:lii 
Gluhc  Svo.    3>,  M. 
Shakcapojrc's   Tempest. 
With  GIosMrial  uid  Eil'luuitory  Note*.     I!j   iiu-   Iter.  J.  j 
jBrpf*os.     lemo.    1».  Gd. 
ShaIRP. — Kilmfilioc  and  other  Poems. 

Ily  J.  CAMrentL  SuAiur.    Fcnp.  8to.    5i, 
Shuiltt. — Klijnh  :   Four  University/  Sermons. 

I.  Satnnrk.     U.  Cormol.     III.  KiahaB.     IV.  Horcb.   By  V,! 
8aini.Kr,  D.D.     Fcnp.  Sro.    2*.  Ud.  t 

Simpson. — An  Epitome  of  the  Hisionj  of  the   Chrixtii 
Ckurek. 

Ry  WiLUAM  SiuraoN,  M.A-  Fourth  EdilUm,  Fi-ap.  Sro.    3ft  || 

Smith.— WVls  iy  Alexahdeh  Smith. 
A  Life  Dramn,  and  other  Poevis, 

Fcap.  Svo.    29.  erf. 
"Itij  Poems. 
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Shii'u. — roemshj  Catueh[SE  I(.vrxari>  8Miri£. 

Frip.  Bvo.     Si. 
[Tir. — WorliS  hy  GoLDWis  SsilTii. 
A   LelUr  to  a  Whiy  Manhcr  nf  ihc  Soulherti  Ind(- 
pcndencc  Association. 

Extra  fcap.  Sro.   it. 
Three  English  Stateamen  ;  Pipn,  OromvxU,  and  Pitt. 
A  Course   of  l«ctiit«9  on  tbc   I'alJticil   Iliitary  of  KnglaD-J. 
Kitia  reap,  Sto.    Hew  and  Cheaper  Edilion.     Ci. 

I  .^ITU.—  W(yrks  h/  Baksakd  Sarcu,  if. A.  Rtctor  of  Glaston, 
Itutlaiid,  <£'c. 
AriihneHe  and  AUjelra. 

TtiUh  EdUion.     Crown  8vo.     10».  (U. 
Arilkmrtic  for  the  Use  of  Bchools. 

A'iAlA  HdUirm.     Cruwn  Svu.     4s.  60. 
A  Key  to  the  Anlkmetic  for  SckooU. 

Stivnth  BdUion.    Crowu  6to.     &t.  td. 
Exercises  in  Ariihnetic. 

'VTitli  Aiun'«rs.   Cr.  fivo.  limp  clolli,  £i.  Od.     Or  sold  u'lMrately 

u  follavri :— I'Mt  I.  1j.    I'arl  II.  I:    Ausirers,  Orf. 
School  Class  Jiool:  of  Arithmetic. 

ISma.   S«.    Or   «uld  Reinrutrly,   I'srU   I.  uiJ   II.  lOif.   ladi. 

Putt  111.  U. 
Kej/s  to  School  Class  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

Cauii^tla  in  Uuo  Volunii,  18iui>.  C>.  id. ;  or  I'arU  1. 1 1,  and  III. 

2».  id.  ciu^li. 

Shaiiitff  Book  of  Arithmetic  for  J^alional  and  Elcnxii- 
tary  Schools. 

ISuio.  cloth.     Or  wpaiBtdy,  Part  I.  ^. ;  11.  Sd. ;  III.  7d. 
Answi-rs  to  ttu  Shilliny  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

ISma.    ed. 
Key  to  the  Shilling  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

ISn>o.    u.  ed. 
ExamiTuition  Papers  in  Arithmetic^ 

In  Four  ruti.    ISmo.    U.  id.     WitU  Autwcis,  ]|,  id. 
Key  to  Examination  Papers  in  Arithmetic 

ISmo,   U.  td. 
Smith. — Hymns  of  Christ  and  the  Christian  Life. 

By  the  Rev.  Waltik  Q.  Skitb,  >U.    fnjh  8T0.    fe 
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Smith.— irorA-a  hj  W.  S.  Smith,  M.A.  Principal  i 
Aulan'»  CoUfge,  Birkeiihiad. 
ObiUtclfJf  to  Missionary  Success  among  (Ac  ffeathen.  * 
Tho  HaitUnil  Prixe  Ii«wy  for  1807.     L^ruwn  8ro.     %t.  W. 
Christian  Faith. 

Senuiiiii  [irr-achcil  before  tlia  UaiTiirul]'  of  CambRdrnv 
Sto.    St.  tit, 

Sana.— Works  hy  J.  H,  Smith,  M.A.  OonvilU  and  i 

ColUgr.,  Carnhridijr. 
A  Treatiir.  on  Elementary  SCalia. 
Semiut  SJitim.     Rojnl  8va.    6t.  6<L 
A  TreattM  on  Ekmrntaiy  TriijonomUr». 

Roy«I  8vu.     U 
A   Treatise  on  Klrms^iiary  Hi/drostaiica, 

Boyftl  Sro.     U.  U. 
A  Treitiisc.  on  Elementary  Algebra. 

For  iho  Bsp  of  CoIltgtB  lad  School*.     Crown  8fftt.     C*.  M. 
Skowball. — The  Elements  of  Plane  and  SpKericai  Triyo- 
nometry. 

By  J.  C.  S.HOWBAU,  M.A,     Tmlh  Ediiion.     Cnnni  Sro.     r».6i 
Social  IhititM  considered  viiih  Rejerence  to  the  OrganixxUim 
of  Effort  in  Works  of  Benevolence  and  Public   Utttitv. 
fiy  ■  Has  or  Bvbikws.    Fcap.  Sro.    4>,  id. 
SpKNOEn. — Elements  of  Qualitative  Cfhemieal  Analysis. 

By  W.  U.  Spksceb,  R,A.    4to.     I0«.  <W. 
Spensej-'a  Complete  Wortrs. 

Globe  liilition.     Kriile.l  \<y  R,  MuRRis,  with  Uemolr  bv  J.  TT. 
tiALRa.    01ob«  Svo.    S».  eu. 
Spring  Sonff*. 

By   ■   West  H  lull  LAX  oek.    Willi  a  YigOPtta  Itlustntioii  bj 
GuCRLAi-  SrKKUl.    faap.  a»o.    1*.  6d. 
Stephes. — General  Vieie  of  the  Criminal  Lau>  of  England. 

By  J.  fiTZ-JAMn  Srei-nMit.    Sro.    IS*. 
Stewart  and  Lockver. — The  Sun. 

Bv   BALVcunt   Stbwaet,   F.R.9.   tnj  J.   Kobhav   Lotkyml 

F.ll-3.  [PMimridft 

Stratford  db  RedoliI'Fe. — Shadoics  oj  the  Past,  in  Verse. 

By  ViBcuPNt  StIutfohu  dk  Bedclicfc.    Crown  8»o.    10«.  o^ 
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By  C.  W.  STBluaucu,    Wiih  8MciBc«lioin  uhI  Plans.     Syo. 
U  M. 
tSunday  Lihraryfor  Houaehold  Reading.     IRmtrated. 
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Vol.  III.— SMk«t«»fterOfKl.by  thefcv.  F.  W.  Pamub. 
VaL  1  v.— Engbnd'x  Aiitii>liuu.  hy  CBOftcit  Uacvunalu.  I-L  D. 
Vol  v.— Grant  Chriitiaai  of  Fninc*,  St.  I.ouu   and  Calvin. 

By  M.  OriMT. 
T«I.    VI. — Cbmtiiui    Sin^jen    of   Ocmiany,    by    Cathkhixb 
WiKKH'oRTH,  Tniusktor«n<IConipi]wor"  Lyra  Gtrmuiinw" 
Vol.  Vll.— ApoatlLS  of  MaIIethI  Kurq»,  by  the   Eav.   G.   P. 

Maclraii,  II. D. 
Vol.  VIM.— AlfreJ  the  Gr«il,  by  TnoHAsllDuuEf:.  M.P. 

[lu  December. 
Sunday  hibrary  for  18fi8." 

4  VuU.    Linip  clulh,  rod  PaI^;^.  in  ornamentitl  Box.    Piici!  21*. 
SwAJNSOK. —  Works  (ly  C.  A.  SwAisaos,  D.D. 
A  Handhook  to  Bu/ler'a  Analogy. 

Crown  Svo.     li,  8rf. 
The  Crrnfs  of  tk«  Church   in  their  ReUilvms  to  Holy 
Scrii'lure  and  Uu  Conscience  of  the  CJirisiian. 
8*0.  clotli.     9f. 
The  Authority  of  the  JVno  Tntanunt, 

AqJ  otlin-  Lwtnrei,  delivttred  befora  tha  nnlTersty  of  Cata- 
briclp?.     8tii.  cloth.     12». 
TaciTCB.— n«  History  of  Tacitus  translaUd  into  English. 
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Map  and  Kotoa.     Bva.     lOr,  6d. 
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The  Agrieola  and  Oermania, 

A  R«Ti»Rf  TMt  With  tJjgliiilL  KutnandUaps.  By  A.  J.Cncrcu, 
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Tait  asd  Steele. — A  Trtxttisc  en  Dynamica. 

With  nonniruui  Example*.     By  P.'O.  Tiir  and  W.  J.  Stxbi*. 
Seaiad  EdUion.     Crowu  Svo.      IO5.  6J. 
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With  unmcnius  Esunjilea.    By  SEpTiut'a  TroAY.    H.A.  Oat 
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fty  F.  Teuflb,  D.D.  Head  Mulur.     A'cirand  Chaaptr  SdUiti^ 
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A  Latin  Q-radnal. 
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The  Chilli's  Orammar. 

A  New  Edition.     ISmo.     li. 
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Crown  8  CO.    Bi. 
School  Songs. 

Witb  the  Mosie  acranf-ed  for  Pour  Voites.     VAH<-A  by 
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